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BO~Iraq-Kurds, 3rd Ld-Writethru, 99a - 
Iraqi Army Promises to Withdraw; More Clashes Renovend c 
Eds UPDATES with report of renewed clashes Sundays additional . 
gomments from Traqi government; deletes outdated material. 
By WATE FALEH- ee 
Asseciated. Press Writer : 

BAGHDAD, Traq (AP) ~ Iraq hase pledged a quick withdrawal from 
the northern city its troops gaptured in the Kurdish “safe haven" 
enclave, but renewed Clashes were reported early Sunday. 

Lragi Opposition, sources said street fighting erupted for a 
‘second day in Irbil, the main Kurdish center in northern Iraq and 

go Pare =of the region policed. by Western military aircraft since the 
» end of the 1991 Gulf War. 
i, The report, carried on state-run radio in neighboring Iran, did 
| e@. give details and could not immediately be confirmed. : 

By all accounts, Iraqi forces and one Kurdish faction, the 

i Kurdistan Democratic Party, were in control of most or all of Irbil 
— following a larse-scale offensive Saturday that included MaDe ees 
of tanks and thousands of troops. 

Iirbil is 26 kilometers (12 miles) north a the 36th peccas TeX 
the Line. the U,S.-led- forces established in 1991 as a Se zone 
for Iraqi forces. 

The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan ~ PUK - also said Iraqi forces 
were shelling the town of, Chemchemal in eastern Iraq. The group 
said it appeared the Iraqi forces were headed toward the city of 

Sulaymaniya, 3@ Kilometers (18 miles) further east, which is one.of 
the main PUK strongholds along with Irbil. 

The offensive was the largest by President Saddam Hussein’ S 
forces in five years and immediately caused alarm in the United 
States, where President Clinton put U.S. troops in the Gulf region 

on high alert. 
iraq said it Launched the: attack because the PUK had been 
ooperating with Iraqg’s longtime enemy. Iran. Iraq ‘has said that 
ranian | forces ‘entered ypartheast Iraq in recent Tax to support the 
a, ~ BUKS Iran has denied the charge. 















t= — odragi forces will return to these positions soon) Iraq's deputy 

he nce dor, $§ Saeed Hasan, told CNN late Saturday. He said a 

ee ule has been agreed upon, but he would not give the timetable. . 
Th said it had no information on wtett er: CERNE troops t 


‘signs of pulli le ge i <4 
‘state-run Tra 9. ‘Agency quoted n unidentified ae 
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"~ Saddam on Saturday night chaired a meeting of the Revolutionary 
- Command Council, the top decision-making body, and the government 
said afterward that it did not intend to retake control of northern 
fvaq = at this time. ~— om 

But, it warned, "we pelteve our action was a clear Racca ve to 
chante who ‘conspired against their homeland, " a reference be the 
PUK and dts alleged links with Iran.” » © 

The Kurdistan Democratic Party’s radio station said. ene group 
had captured Irbil, but did nat mention receiving any help from the. 
Iraqis. Christopher Lee, speaking from the office of the U.N. High 
Commissioner For Refunees in Baghdad, told The Associated Press 
that the city had fallen with little resistance. 


“ However, PUK spokesman Adnan al-Mufti said Saturday night from 
ea that “fighting is still going on: and people are 
esisting." 


"Hundreds of (Iraqi) tanks are inside the city. The army is 
storming houses and arresting people," he said. 

He acknowledged the Iraqi army had captured about "'7@ percent 
of the city," which is 180 miles (298 kilometers) north of 
Baghdad. 

The PUK said 45@ Iraqi tanks, as well as nadicdeier gunships, 
were involved. [t said that 30,000 Iraqi forces had massed in 
recent days in preparation for the offensive. 

The group urgently appealed for help fram the Western forces 
based in Turkey and the Persian Gulf, and reported "scores of 
civilians casualties." Others were fleeing in droves, it said. 

lt said the attack could be a prelude to the revival of the 


Ifagi government’s "genocidal war" against the Kurds - a 
3.5-million-member ethnic minority seeking independence from 
Banhdad. ' ’ 


Iraq renards the Kurdish safe haven as an impediment in its 

domestic affairs, but Saddam generally had observed guidelines set 
own by a U.N. resolution and refrained from launching a major 
strike to bring it back under his control until Saturday. 

The Western countries set up the safe area in northern Iraq ~ 
including a no-fly zone to keep out [raqi military flights - to 
protect the Kurds from Saddam's military after the 1991 rebellion 
in which the KDP and PUK joined forces. They turned on each other 
after the enclave was established. 

‘The Kurdish safe haven in northern Iraq covers 17, ooo Square 
miles (44,63@ square kms) of mountain terrain bordering Iran, 
Turkey asias Syria. 

A U.S.-mediated a cease-fire eohikbaed Aun. 17 when the two 
factions resumed fighting over customs revenues from a road between 
Turkey and northern Iraq. 

U.8.*sponsored peace talks that opened in London on Friday 
between the KDP and PUK were suspended Saturday. 
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*RC-Irag-Kurds, 7th Ld-Writethru 
Airagi Army Controls Irbil, Second City Reported Taken< 
*Edses UPDATES in 13th graf with Saddam ordering withdrawal from 
Irbil, no immediate sign that pullout has begun. ¢ 
“By WATEL FALEH= 
“Associated Press Writetr= 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AF) _ Iraqi forces and an allied faction Sunday 
appeared in full control of Irbil, the main Kurdish city in northern 
Iraq. There were unconfirmed reports they also captured Sulaymaniya, 
the second-largest city. 

. It was the largest military attack by Saddam Hussein’s army in 
five years and it immediately set off alarm bells in the United 
States, where President Clinton put U.S. troops in the Gulf region 
on high alert. 

In neighboring Iran, the state-run Islamic Republic News Agency 
quoted unidentified *“‘sources close to Iraqi Kurds’* as saying Iraqi 
troops and their Kurdish allies took Sulaymaniya on Sunday. 

The report could not be confirmed by independent sources. earli 
_ reports — also uncanfirmed _ spoke of shelling close to Sulaymaniya, 
but the official Iraqi News Agency claimed the city was calm. 

Saddam's forces Saturday stormed into Irbil, part of the Kurdis 
““‘safe haven’’ enclave, to dislodge one Kurdish faction, the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, and allow a second, the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, to move in. 

There were no confirmed casualty figures, but the PUK and other 
sources spoke of dozens of dead and wounded. 

In addition, the PUK claimed Sunday that in the aftermath of 
their capture of Irbil, Iraqi forces *“‘summarily executed’’ 96 
members of the opposition Iraqi National Congress at their base 
southwest of the city. 

; The leader of the PUK, Jalal Pktaband, called on the West to pl 
a more active role in defusing the crisis. 

“*I am going to tell you frankly, we are waiting some days or 1 
‘MS Say one week to see what is the reaction of the United States and 
West,’ he told BRC domestic radio. 

‘°If the West betrayed us, and this is their greatest commitment 
we will surely turn to anyone who is ready to help us,"’ he said. 
™ Talabani did not specify to whom he would turn, but he added th 

unless the West intervened, “*‘the area will be giviseds one (area) 
- promIraqi and one pro~Iranian.’’ 

Iraq said it planned to withdraw quickly from Irbil, but U.S. 
officials and Kurdish opposition forces said they were skeptical. 

After a Cabinet meeting in Baghdad late Sunday, the Iraqi defens 
minister, Lt. Gen. Sultan Hashim Ahmed, said Saddam had ordered him 
to withdraw all his troops from Irbil. But there was no immediate ‘ 
sign that this had taken place. 

There were sketchy reports of scattered fighting in Irbil on 
Sunday, but most accounts suggested it was no more than a mopping up 
operation by Iraqi forces. Even the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
acknowledged that it had lost control of the city. 

FUK spokesman Latif Rashid, speaking from London, said there wer 
reports that Saddam’s forces were *‘storming houses and stealing 
property the same way Saddam's army did in Kuwait’’ following a 19998 
invasion. 

Iraqi forces were not supposed to go near Irbil, which is 12 
miles (2@ kilometers) inside the Kurdish safe haven Ferree out by 
the U.S.-led forces after the 1991 Gulf War. 

Iraq said it launched the attack aE iiss PUK had been 
cooperating with Iraq’s longtime enemy Iran. 

Meanwhile, Iraq’s state-run media warned the United States and 
its Western allies not to intervene on behalf of the Kurds. 

“*The Iraqi people ... are ready to provide an example that will 
inevitably remind the Americans of the Vietnam complex,’’ 
al-Jumhouriya newspaper stated in a front-page editorial. 

The FUK said 45@ Iraqi tanks took part in Saturday’s offensive, 
adding that 30,000 Iraqi forces had massed in recent days in 
preparation for the attack. 

Iraq regards the Kurdish safe haven as a violation of its 
sovereignty, but it had refrained from launching a major strike 
until Saturday. 

The Kurdish safe haven in northern Iraq covers 17,880 square 
miles (44,03@ square kilometers) of mountain terrain Hordeyite Iran, 
Turkey icra Syria. 

The Western countries set up the safe area to protect the Kurds 
from Saddam’s military after a failed 1991 rebellion in which the 
KDP and PUK joined forces. 
*“twf-gm-lon-ank—-mdm) ¢ 
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“BC-US-Iraq‘, 6635 ¢ 
“White House Warns Saddam of Consequences from Attack ¢ 
*Withs BC-Iraq-Kurds<¢ 
“Ry JIM ABRANS= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

WASHINGTON (AP) _ U.S. military forces around the world were on 
alert Monday after the White House warned Saddam Hussein his 
ineursion into a Kurdish safe haven in northern Iraq would not go 
unpunished. 

. Iraqi forces began withdrawing Sunday afternoon and were still 

leaving early Monday, said U.N. guard Gisper Nielsen, stationed in 
Irbil. Other U.N. sources said the Iraqis had withdrawn but were 
still autside the city. 
Baghdad said late Sunday that Saddam had ordered his troops to 














withdraw. : 

“*T don’t want to say when or where or what, but we will respond 
and we will respond with consequences to Saddam Hussein,’’ White 
House Chief of Staff Leon Panetta said. 

President Clinton ordered the 26,@0@ American troops in the Gul 
region to a high state of alert Saturday. The Air Force was 
assembling an “‘air expeditionary force’’ of up to 40 fighter planes 
that could deploy to the Middle East. 

Fanetta said the administration is consulting with allies and 
Saddam’s Middle Eastern neighbors on possible responses to the Iraqi 
president’s military takeover of Irbil, a northern Iraq city within 
the safe haven area established by the allied forces after the 1991 
Gulf War to protect the ethnic Kurd population there. 

The Fentagon said Gen. John Shalikashvili, chairman of the Join 
Chiefs of Staff, was headed to the region for the consultations. 
Administration officials said Robert Pelletreau, assistant secretary 
of state for Near Eastern affairs, was with Shalikashvili. 

An administration official, speaking on condition of anonymity, 
said the delegation is carrying a course of action recommended by 
Clinton, though they would not say what is was. They made clear that 
it’s beyond Saddam’s power now to prevent retribution for his 
actions. 

Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole, in a speech Sunday 
the National Guard Association, accused the administration of a lack 
of vigilance. *‘For the last several weeks the threat on the Iraqi 
border has been rising but the Clinton administration delegated the 

matter to low-level staffers,’’ Dole said. 

Officials said President Clinton telephoned British Prime 
Minister John Major and alse planned to call French President 
Jacques Chirac, America’s two main partners in policing the safe 
haven and no~fly zone in northern Iraq. 

Panetta spoke of a clear distinction between Saddam’s 1996 
invasion of Kuwait and his latest military adventure, in which one 
Kurd faction apparently requested Baghdad’s help to defeat a rival 
faction allegedly allied with Iran. Virtually nobody recognized 
Saddam’s claim to Kuwait, a neighboring emirate, but Iraq remains 
sovereign under international law over the area called Kurdistan by 
its Kurdish population. 

*“Regardless of that, it’s still not justified,’”’ Panetta said. 
“*‘We have made clear you do not use force. Saddam Hussein cannot use 
force in this situation, and we will respond accordingly.’’ 

He also urged Republicans to take a bipartisan approach *‘ with 
regards to our position against Saddam Hussein so that he not 
misread any signals coming from this country as to what steps we'd 
take.’ 

U.S. military forces in the region include the aircraft carrier 
USS Carl Vinson, with almost 8@ aircraft, in the Gulf, and the 
carrier battle group led by the USS Enterprise, now on a port visit 
in Greece. 

Fentagon officials said four H-S2@ bombers, each carrying eight 
eruise missiles, flew to Guam as part of planning operations. The 
officials said the number of Air sorties enforcing a no-fly zone 
over northern Iraq doubled Sunday to about 146, 
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“URGENT < 
*Rraqi Troops Leaving Kurdish City, U.N. Says¢ 
“Ede: COMBINES urgent series. EDITS. ¢ 
“AF Photos available <¢ 
“By WAIEL FALEH= h 
\“Assaciated Press Writer= ; 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) _ Iraqi troops were leaving Irbil, the main 
city in the U.S.-protected Kurdish *‘safe haven’? in northern Iraq, 
U.N. guards said Monday. 

Iraq captured the city Saturday in Saddam Hussein’s largest 
military action since the end of the Gulf War in 1991. U.S. troops 
in the region were on high alert. 

After a Cabinet meeting in Baghdad late Sunday, the Iraqi defen 
minister, Lt. Gen. Sultan Hashim Ahmed, said Saddam had ordered him 
to withdraw all his troops from Irbil. 

Gisper Mielsen, of the U.N. Guard Contingency in Iraq stationed | 
in Iirbil, said by telephone that Iraqi troops had started 
withdrawing from Irbil Sunday afternoon and were still leaving 
Monday. He didn’t have further information. 

U.N. spokesman Paul Dahl, however, told Cable Mews Network early 
Monday that there were *‘no more Iraqi troops in Irbil.’’ 

Another U.N. official stationed in Irbil, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said tanks and troops were out of the city Monday but 
*“some tanks still remain outside the city.’’ 

‘““We do not know if they are going to go or if they are going t 
stay,’’ the official said. **The situation is back to normal here in 
Ipbil.°4 

Nielsen said there were large numbers of casualties but exact 
numbers could not be confirmed. : 

Iraq’s state-run media had warned the United States and its 
Western allies on Stinday not to intervene on behalf.of the Kurds. 

‘*The Iraqi people ... are ready to provide an example that wil 
inevitably remind the Americans of the Vietnam complex,’’ the 
newspaper al-Jumhouriya said. 

Saddam’s forces stormed Irbil to dislodge one Kurdish faction, 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, and allow a second, the Kurdistan 
Democratic Farty, to move in. 

Iran's official Islamic Republic News Agency said Iraqi forces 
also captured Sulaymaniya, ‘the area’s second-largest city. The 
report, which quoted ‘*‘sources close to Iraqi Kurds,’’ could not be 
confirmed. 

In the wake of the fighting, the United Nations said it would 
delay sending personnel to implement a deal letting Iraq sell oil to 
raise dirs 2 billion for needed food and medicine. 

U.N. spokesman Sylvana Foa said the action was not intended as 
punishment for Iraq, but that the organization did not want to risk 
the safety of U.N. personnel. 

Iraq has been under U.N. sanctions since its 1998 invasion of 
Kuwait. ; 

Speaking from the Kurdish region, PUK leader Jalal Talabani said 
on ABC television Sunday that “hundreds of people were killed or 
injured’’ during the 12-hour onslaught of artillery, missiles and 
tank fire. 

Separately, the PUK claimed Sunday that Iraqi forces ~*summaril 
executed’’ 96 members of the opposition Iraqi National Congress at a 
base near Irbil. 

Iraq said its offensive was intended as a “*grave lesson’’ to th 
PUK and to Iran, whose troops it claims crossed into the Kurdish 
area last month. Iran denies its forces were involved. 

The Iran News daily called on countries in the Gulf region to e 
the fighting without U.S. help. But it said they should be leery of 
Saddam, who waged a 198@-88 war with Iran. 

Irbil lies 2@ kilometers (12 miles) inside the safe haven carved 
out by the U.S.-led forces to protect the Kurds from Saddam’s 
military after the ethnic rebels mounted a failed rebellion against 
BRaghdad in 1991. 

The PUK said 456 Iraqi tanks took part in the offensive Saturday 
adding that 36,000 Iraqi forces had massed in recent days in 
preparation for the attack. 
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massed in recent days in preparation for the attack. 

There have been no accurate casualty figures. But the 
PUK said in a statement sent to the AP by fax that 
~“scores'' of people were killed in the fighting. 

The PUK also claimed Sunday that Iraqi forces 
~*summarily executed'' 96 members of the opposition Iraqi 

tional Congress at a base near Irbil. On Monday, it said 
dditional ~~hundreds'' of suspected members of the PUK 
and other anti-Saddam groups had been rounded up and their 
fate was unknown. 

Before they left, Iraqi troops conducted 
house-to-house searches in apparent pursuit of anti-Iraq 
activists, said Gisper Nielsen, of the U.N. Guard 
Contingency in Iraq stationed in Irbil. 

But the KDP said Monday that all PUK fighters would be 
~“pardoned ... provided they present themselves to the 
authorities.'' 

KDP spokesman Sami Abdurrahman said his party had no 
choice but to seek Iraq's help after Iran sent troops into 
northern Iraq to support the rival PUK. 

~“Our rival has sided with Iran,'' Abdurrahman told 
reporters. ~~“Iranian troops had been attacking our 
positions.'' 

Abdurrahman criticized Washington for passiveness, 

aying ~~the United States did not fulfill its duty asa 
@ rons hand to end the attacks by the PUK against us.'' 

In Salah ad-Din, which houses the KDP's headquarters, 
guerrillas sat on top of two anti-aircraft guns towed by a 
military truck and jubilantly raised their machine guns. 

A victory parade went on while small trucks shuttled 
hundreds of KDP fighters between Irbil and Salah ad-Din as 
the signs of a war zone were everywhere. 

There has been no electrical power in Irbil and in the 
surrounding towns including Salah ad-din since Saturday 
and the nighttime streets were lit with the headlights of 
military trucks. 

Some KDP officials said a hydroelectric dam was hit by 

@ rt ilery and damaged, causing the power failure. Others 
aid the rival PUK had control of the dam and was not 
allowing electricity. 

Irbil lies 12 miles (20 kms) inside the safe haven 
carved out by the U.S.-led forces to protect the Kurds 
from Saddam's military after rebels mounted a failed 
rebellion against Baghdad in 1991. 
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recede BAGHDAD< 
“Troops Withdraw From Northern City; Rebels Want Saddam 
Punished< 
“Eds: AMs. UPDATES with color, details from northern Iraq, 
Talabani quotes, INCORPORATES material from BC-US-Iraq and 
BC-Gulf-Iraq-Oil.< 
“AP Photos available< 
“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

SALAH AD-DIN, Iraq (AP) + As Iragi troops withdrew 
from the northern Kurdish city of Irbil, refugees Monday 
described how Saddam Hussein's forces earlier had stormed 
the city in their biggest offensive since the Gulf War. 

~““It was very frightening. Boom here, boom there. 
Taka-taka-taka. We were scared to death,'' said Sabira 
Hamid Hursid, who fled with her four children to the 
nearby city of Salah ad-Din. 

~“My husband was also killed. I ran out with my 
@itdren, fearing for our lives.'' 

Anti-Saddam Kurdish rebels called on the international 
community to punish Saddam for his capture of Irbil, which 
is 21 miles (35 kilometers) southwest of Salah ad-Din. 
Both cities are in a region that nominally is protected by 
the U.S.-led allies. 

Even though Iragi troops withdrew from Irbil itself 
early Monday, U.N. guards in the city told The Associated 
Press there were still Iragi tanks in fields three to six 
miles (five to 10 kms) outside the city. 

Jalal Talabani, leader of the anti-Saddam Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan, told the AP that the Iraqi leader must 

made to pay for his attack on Irbil. 

~*Saddam Hussein must be punished and must pay the 
price of the crimes which he committed inside Irbil,'' 
Talabani said. 

Washington made clear it was ready to retaliate, with 
White House spokesman Mike McCurry saying Saddam must not 
go unchallenged. 

The United States said it had put its estimated 
20,000-strong force in Turkey and the Gulf region on 
alert, suggesting a military operation against Saddam 
might be in the offing. 

A U.S. administration official, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said Washington was not impressed by the 
pullout reports. The official said it appeared Saddam had 
simply deployed forces just outside Irbil, with 
Iraqi-allied Kurdistan Democratic Party forces taking up 
positions inside the city. 

The official said it was 
movement. 

Oil prices in Europe jumped sharply on news that the 

ited Nations had delayed its plan to allow Iraq to 
resume limited oil sales. In London, Brent crude oil 
prices were up 84 cents to dlrs 21.62 per barrel. h 


~ 


“not a significant'' Iraqi 


Saddam's troops stormed Irbil Saturday to dislodge the 
PUK and allow the KDP, to move in. 

The PUK said 450 Iraqi tanks took part in the 
offensive Saturday, adding that 30,000 Iraqi forces had 
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Precede SALAH AD-DIN 

U.S. Launches Attack on Iraq 

Eds: NEW throughout to update with details of attack. INCORPORATES 
Iraqg-Alert. Changes byline. Clinton statement expected at 1208 
GMT. 

Ar Fhoates 

By WATEL FALEH 

Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Traq (AF) - Air raids sirens shrieked in Kaghdad 
Tuesday as the United States launched an attack on Iraq to punish 
Saddam Hussein for weekend assaults on Kurdish rebels. 

In Washington, a Fentagon official said U.S. cruise missiles 
were launched Tuesday at “selected air defense targets" in Iraq. 

It offered no details. 

The alert in Baghdad, a city of 4 million people, was still on 
more than an hour after the sirens went off at 9:25 a.m. (4525 
GMT). Iraq’s state media made no comment on the alarm or the 
Pentagon reports. 

Fentagon officials disclosed the strike 30 minutes after 
air~-raid sirens sounded. Barely 15 minutes later, the senior 
official said it was over. : 

Iraqis, hardened by two recent wars and economic and social 
hardships, appeared unshaken with pedestrians and motorists filling 
the streets of Kaghdad during the morning rush hour. 

A senior Pentagon official, speaking in Washington on condition 
of anonymity, said the operation included Air Force and Navy 
forces. 

President Kill Clinton had ordered the mission, the Pentagon 
said, and was expected to make a formal statement on the attack 
later Tuesday. 

In London, Frime Minister John Major’s government gave its 
backing Tuesday to the attack. 

" The Kritish gavernment fully supports the unequivecal message 
to Saddam Hussein that repression of innocent civilians and 
reckless acts of brutality are unacceptable," Major's office said 
in a statement. 

Defense Secretary Michael Portillo said in a BKC radio interview 
that British forces in the area were not involved in the strikes. 

The United States acted in retaliation for Saddam’s invasion of 
Irbil, the main city in the allied protected “no-fly" zone in 
northern lraq. The offensive on Saturday was Saddam’s biggest 
military foray since the 1991 Gulf War. 

Although Iraqi troops pulled back from Irbil on Monday, U.S. 
officials said the Iraqi military was marching on toward other 
Kurdish areas in northern Traq, where U.S.-led allied forces have 
set up a "safe haven" for the 3.5 million Kurdish minority since 
the 1991 Gulf war. ; 











[ £White House Press Secretary Mike NcCurry said it appeared 
Saddam’s objective was Sulaymaniyah, an administrative center for 
the Kurdish area that lies just south of the “no-fly" zone. 

"Our interest is in making sure that Saddam does not believe 
that unjustified behavior of this type is cost free," McCurry 
said. "Gur concern here is what Saddam believes he has gained from 
a strategic viewpoint." 

A U.N. guard in Irbil says some of the Iraqi tanks in outskirts 
of the city have started to move out. “We can see them start 
moving up back to their territory,” he said. 

There was no confirmation of this report. Iraqi troops did not 
allow reporters to approach Irbil. 

But U.N. workers there told The Associated Press earlier that 
there were still Tragi tanks in fields five to 1@ kilometers (three 
to six miles) outside the city. 

The anti-Saddam Patriotic Union of Kurdistan said in a statement 
Monday night that its positions outside of Sulaymaniyah had come 
under shelling. 

It said Iraqi forces, including tanks, were moving in the 
direction of Sulaymaniyah, one of the two main Kurdish cities in 
the north, along with Irbil. The PUK controls Sulaymaniyah. 

The group also said that Iraqi intelligence officials had moved 
into Salah ad-Din and rounded up 15@ members of the Iraqi National 
Congress, an opposition group made up of numerous factions. 

The groups claims could not be verified. 

Gen. John Shalikashvili, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
made urgent trips to Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Egypt to rally Arab 
support for a U.S. military strike. 

Saudi Arabia anreed to cooperate in any Ue S. retaliatory action, 
Saudi sources said on condition of anonymity. 

Despite Shalikashvili’s personal entreaties to King Hussein, 
hewever, Jordanian Information Minister Marwan Moasher gaid his 

ountry “will not be part of any effort that involves military 
agperations." 

Saddam’s offensive prompted the United Nations to delay its plan 
to let Iraq resume Limited oil sales despite sanctions imposed in 
199@ after its invasion of Kuwait. 

Iraqi troops stormed Irbil on Saturday. The Kurdistan Democratic 
Marty had asked Iraq for help in dislodging the reves Fatriotic 
Union of Kurdistan. 

Koth groups want an independent Kurdish area that would include 
northern Iraq, but the KDF is willing to work with Saddam’s 
yovernment in exchange for greater autonomy, while the PUK will 
accept only independence and has allied itself with Iraq’s 
archrival, Iran. 

The Kurdish safe haven in northern Iraq was carved out by the 
U.S.-led forces to protect the Kurds from Saddam’s military after 
rebels mounted a failed rebellion against Baghdad in 1991. 
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BC-ANALYSIS-US vs Saddam, 6774 
Saddam’s Invasion: No Surprise 
With BC-US-Iraq 

By LAURA MECKLER 

Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The Gulf War may have left Saddam Hussein 
beaten and battered, but the Iraqi president never stopped thumbing 
his nose at the world - especially the United States. 

And experts say no one should be surprised by the new 
onfrontation with President Clinton over Saddam’s attacks on the 
urdish minority in northern Iraq. 

“It's a gamble, but this guy is a gambler," William Quandt, an 
expert on the Middle East at the University of Virginia, said 
Monday. 

"He's constantly testing to see what kind of response he’s 
going to get from the powers he’s under," said Quandt, who served 
in the Mixon and Carter administrations. "He’s constantly looking 
for chinks in the armor." 

Saddam has clashed repeatedly with the United Nations over 
sanctions imposed after the 1991 war - on chemical and nuclear 
weapons inspections, restrictions on its armed forces and a 
punishing embargo on Iraqi oil sales. 

The United Nations shoved; Saddam pushed back. 

Just three months into Clinton’s presidency, Saddam provoked a 
test of the new president’s resolve: 11 Iraqi agents and four 
others were caught in an assassination plot on President Bush just 
before his visit to Kuwait. 

In retaliation, U.S. warships fired 24 Tomahawk cruise missiles 

t intelligence headquarters in Baghdad on June 27, 1993. By Iraq’s 
ount, eight people died. 

Clinton was tested anain in October 1994, when 86,000 Iraqi 
troops moved south toward Kuwait in what the West feared was a 
rerun of Saddam's 1994 invasion and the resulting 1991 war. The 
president responded by dispatching a carrier group with 54,000 
troops and warplanes to the Gulf. 

Saddam blinked; Iraqi troops pulled back. 

The United States said Baghdad must “stop being the bully in 
the neighborhood." That admonition went unheeded. 

Saddam can't give up, said Edward Djerejian, director of the 
James A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy at Rice University. 

“What would you expect?" Djerejian said. "He's just lost a 
terrible war, but he says to his people, ‘The battle goes on. 
Youve got to stick with me.'"" 

aif he didn’t fight back, his regime would fall apart, said : 
Richard Haass, director of foreign policy studies at the Brookings 
Institute, a Washington think tank. 

“If he were to change he would be not only out of power, he 
would be dead," Haass said. "He rules by fear and by force.” 

From Bush until today, U.S. policy has been to destabilize 
Saddam through U.N.-imposed economic sanctions, support for 
dissident groups and by keeping his military on a short leash. 

But Saddam survived coup attempts and outside pressure, 
continuing to persecute the rebellious Kurds in the north and 
Shiite Muslims in the South. 

t ) The Kurds, who had battled Saddam through the 1986s, were 
protected after the Gulf War by a U.N.-imposed "no fly" zone. 

But the Shiites were nat, and Saddam attacked them by air, 
prompting the Allied forces to impose another "no-fly zone" in 

the south in August 1992. It was enforced by regular allied air 
patrols. 

"That was the first indication of (Saddam’s) real misreading of 
the whole situation," Quandt said. 

In early January 1993, with Bush still in the White House, 
Saddam refused to remove surface-to-air missiles from southern 
Iraq. Allied warplanes responded with an attack on Iraqi missile 
sites. U.S. warships also fired cruise missiles at a nuclear 
facility near Bagdad. 

Quandt said the seeds of the current showdown go back to Iraq’s 
@inht-year war with Iran, which ended in 1988. Saddam turned on the 
Kurds living in northern Iraq, massacring 8,000 to 10,000 people, 
Quandt said. 

"It was close to a genocidal campaign," he said. 

But at the time, the United States was worried about containing 

Orr and simply relieved that Iran had not won the war, he said. 

"We turned a blind eye," he said. “We had a whole bloody 
record." 

The lesson to the United States now should be to get closer to 
the Kurdish leadership and the internal [Iraqi opposition in hopes 

of driving Saddam out of power, said Djerejian, who was assistant 
secretary of state for near-eastern affairs under Presidents Bush 
and Clinton 

"That's only way it will end," he said. 

“We've treated the whole post Gulf War era as a waiting game - 
that one day he’ll fall somehow and then we’ll figure out what to 
do next," he said. "But it hasn’t happened.” 
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BRC-Iraq-World Reaction 

Calls for Restraint Follow U.S. Missile Attack on Iraq 
By SUE LEERAN 

Associated Press Writer 

LOMDOM (AF) ~- EKritain, Germany and Japan applauded. Russia and 
China were critical. In between, many other nations urged restraint 
on both sides after the United States pounded southern Iraq with 
cruise missiles Tuesday. 

In Hong Kong and London, share prices fell in reaction to the 
attacks. 

“Our reaction is one of understanding, although we would have 
liked the armed intervention to be delayed," said Spanish Foreign 

 eaahhate hd Abel Matutes. 

"This is something that should have been examined in greater 
depth first." 

U.S. Air Force ES bombers and Mavy ships fired between 3@ and 
3Q@ missiles at military targets early Tuesday, retaliation for 
President Gaddam Hussein’s invasion of Irbil, a city in the 
U.S.-protected "no-fly" zone in the Kurdish area of northern 
Iraq. 

The offensive was Gaddam’s biggest military venture since the 
1991 Persian Gulf War, and refugees reported scores of deaths. 

In Mascaw, the Russian foreign ministry fretted that the U.S. 
strikes could send events in the always fractious region spiraling 
“out of control." 

"Developments in the Fersian Gulf region are taking an 
extremely dangerous course," the Interfax news agency quoted an 
unidentified foreign ministry official as saying. "Now everything 
depends on what further action the Americans take." 

China deplored an attack on Iraqi territory. 

“We believe Iraq’s territory should be respected," said 

oreign Ministry spokesman -Shen Guofang. "We hope all sides show 
@: attitude of restraint." 

New Zealand’s prime aiwistar called for international 
intervention in the crisis. 

"We would like to see the matter picked up by the U.N. Security 
Council and take what would be described as an objective view of 
events in Iraq," Jim Bolger said. 

France, too, urged a “political solution." 

Foreign Ninister Herve de Charette said dialogue between the 
Iraqi government and the Kurds “is to us the only way to 
contribute, by a political solution, to the return to calm and 
stability in Iraqi Kurdistan." 














From Kritain, which provided logistical support for the strikes, 
there was immediate, unstinting backing. 

"The British government fully supports the unequivocal message 
to Saddam Hussein that repression of innocent civilians and 
reckless acts af brutality are unacceptable," Prime Minister John 
Major’s Dawning St. office gaid. 

German Foreign Minister Volker Ruehe, who is visiting Israel, 
gaid the strikes proevided "a very goad opportunity for us ta get 
exact information about the situation" in Iraq. 

"I believe what matters now is that all in the free world stand 
tagether ta make it clear that no one can do something like this 
without being punished. And the Americans deserve our full 
support," he said. 

in Tokyo, Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto told 
reporters that if the raid achieves "the objectives of the U.N. 
resolutions, Japan understands it and will support it as needed," 

a reference to 1991 U.N. resolutions calling on Iraq to stop 
suppressing its Kurdish minority. 

Following the attacks, Hong Kong’s Hang Seng Index tumbled 1.3 ° 
percent. 

"It’s reminiscent of the Gulf War. It’s got investors really 
jittery," said Kent Rossiter, senior institutional sales manager 
at Nikko Securities Asia Ltd. 

Share prices were alsa lower in London at midmorning, but the 
fall was not as steep. 

In northern Iraq, thousands of Kurds thronged the streets to 
celebrate the raids. 

"Everyone is considering this day a feast," said Jalal 
Talabani, leader of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, speaking from 
the region. 

"People are very glad and always everywhere they are glad, they 
are shouting for America, for President Clinton etcetera," 

Talabani told British Broadcasting Corp. radio. 

"We hope that it will continue until (Saddam’s) military 
aggressive forces will be dismantied and the Iraqi people will be 
rescued from this dictatorship," said Talabani. 

Kut a leading Arab-American arganized denounced the attack as a 
vote-seeking “act of terrorism” by President Clinton ~- and warned 
of retaliation. 

"America should not ery foul" if the missile strikes lead ta 
terror attacks against the United States, said M.T. Mehdi, a 
political scientist and head of the 25,9@@-member, New York-based 
American-Arab and Muslim Council, said.. 

Republican presidential nominee Kob Dole urged further action 
against Iraq ta curtail Saddam’s power and end "his defiance of 
the international community and of his atrocities xgeivay the 
Kurdish minority in Iraq." 
igel/eml)> 
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BC~Turkey~-US~Iraq 
Allied Force Maves Military Center From Northern Iraq 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) - The U.S.~-led air force protecting Iraqi 
Kurds pulled its military coordination center out of northern Iraq 
on Tuesday. 

"In view of the heightened tension, they thought it was 
becoming unsafe to stay there," said U.S. Air Force Capt. Michael 
Shavers, a spokesman at the Incirlik Air Kase in southern Turkey. 

But others believed the move was done to protest an Iraqi 
Kurdish group's alliance with Baghdad against a rival Kurdish 
faction. Saddam Hussein’s forces began moving against the faction 
last week and the United States responded Tuesday with cruise 
missile strikes on Iraqi targets. 

Twenty-ane soldiers - American, Turkish, French and British ~- 
moved fram Zakhe to the Turkish town of Silopi, about 14 kilometers 
{six miles) from the border, said Shavers. 

The coordination center oversees the work of private aid 
agencies in northern Iraq. It also monitored the needs af Iraqi 
Kurds, who set up a semi-autonomous state following the 1991 
Persian Gulf War. The allied warplanes protecting the region are 
based at Incirlik. 

Turkish governments have long supported the idea of moving the 
center ta Turkey, but Washington had been firmly stood against it. 

A Western diplomat, speaking on condition of anonymity, said the 
move appeared to be a result of the Kurdistan Democratic FParty’s 
cooperation with Baghdad against the rival Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan. 

The Democratic Party is in control of the parts of northern Iraq 
near the Turkish border, including Zakho. 

Shavers told The Associated Press that the coordination team 
would stay at Silopi “for the foreseeable future." 

(za/bm) 
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RC~Turkey~US-Traq 
AhLlied Farce Moves Military Center Fram Northern Iraq 

ANKARR, Turkey CAP) - The U.S.~led air farce pratecting Iraqi 
Kurds pulled ate military ceordination center out of northern Traq 


an Tuesday. 

& "In view af the heightened tension, they thought it was 
becaming unsafe to stay there,” said U.5. Air Force Capt. Michael 
Shavers, a spekesman at the Incirlik Air Kase in southern Turkey. 

But others believed the mave was dane to protest an Iraqi 
Kurdish greup’s addliance with Baghdad against a rival Kurdish 
faction. Saddam Hussein’s forces hengan moving against the faction 
last week and the United States responded Tuesday with cruise 
missile strikes on Iraqi targets. 

Twenty-one seldiers - American, Turkish, French and Kritish - 
moved fram Zakho to the Turkish town af Siloapi, about 14 kilometers 
(six miles) from the border, said Shavers. 

The coordination center oversees the work of private aid 
agencies in northern Iraq. It alsa monitored the needs af Iraqi 
Kurds, whoa set up a semi-autonomous state following the 1991 
Fereian Gulf War. The allied warplanes protecting the region are 
based at Incirlik. 

Turkish ygavernments have long supported the idea of maving the 
center ta Turkey, but Washington had been firmly stood against it. 
& A Western diplomat, speaking on candition of anonymity, said the 
mave appeared ta be a result of the Kurdistan Democratic Party’s 

cooperation with Kanhdad against the rival Fatriotic Union af 
Kurdistan. 

The Democratic Party is in control of the parts of northern Iraq 
near the Turkish border, including Zakho. 

Shavers told The Associated Fress that the coardination team 
would stay at Silopi "for the foreseeable future." 
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U.S. Slams Cruise Missiles Into Iraq for Kurdish Attacks 
Ede: LEADS with 5 grafs to ADD Clinton comment, EDITS thereafter to 
conform. ADDS 2 grafs at end with allies’ response, Clinton quote. 
NO PICKUF, 

By SUSANNE FM. SCHAFFER 

AK Military Writer 

WASHINGTON (AFD - President Rill Clinton unleashed 27 cruise 
missiles at military targets in southern Iraq Tuesday, punishing 
Saddam Hussein for attacking Kurds in a U.M.-designated safe zone 
in northern Iraq. "Reckless acts have consequences," Clinton 
Said. 
Two Ait Force B-Se bombers and two Navy ships in the Guif 
launched a total of 27 missiles in the military operation, said 
several military officials who spoke on condition their names not 
@ used. 

One seniar military officer said further strikes would depend 
upon damage assessments and whether Saddam would ease his attacks 
on Kurdish stronghalds north of the 36th parallel, the southern 
boundary of the safe haven set up by the United States and its 
allies ta protect the Kurds after the Gulf war. 

In an address to the nation, Clinton said there still was no 
evidence that Saddam had moved his troops. "As always with Saddam, 
it depends on what he does, not what he says." 

The administration brushed aside reports quoting Saddam saying 
he no longer would recognize the no~-fly zones. Indeed, Clinton said 
the southern no-fiy zone would be extended all the way from the 
Kuwaiti border north to the outskirts of Baghdad. 

"The whole idea is to teach him that aggression doesn’t pay, 
that there will be a cost and he will lose very real military 
assets if he continues to violate international norms," the 
official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said Tuesday. 

Tuesday’s strike appeared ta be the only attack to be mounted, 
t least for the moment. A second Pentagon official said, "The 
ext step will be up to Saddam." 

The administration brushed aside reports quoting Saddam saying 
he would no longer recognize the no-fly zones. "We're going to 
absolutely enforce the no-fly zones," the official said. Indeed, 
the official said the no-fly zone in southern Iraq would be 
expanded northward. 

The cruise missiles were fired at air defense targets in the 
Vicinity of the Tallil air base in southwestern Iraq, the nearby 
city of an Masiriyah on the Euphrates Kiver, the city of 
al~-Iskandiariyah just south of Baghdad, and al~Kut, a southern city 
on the Tinris River. The B-Se2@s escorted by Navy F-14 Tomcat 
fighters fired 13 cruise missiles; the two Navy ships fired 14. 

Targets struck inside Iraq included surface-to-air missile 
sites, radar installations and command-and-control installations, 
the seniar military officer said. Mo sites in Baghdad were 
targeted, he added. 

The strike came after a hectic weekend mix of campaigning and 
international diplomacy as Clinton readied military and economic 

gai nst Saddams it: fat SBA the first time RN ape had oe eee, 














Two months out from the presidential election, the action could ~~~ 
belster Clinton’s image as commander in chief. Republican rival Bob ~ 
Dole has seunht te portray Clinton as a weak leader whose lack of 
military experience has hurt U.S. stature across the globe. 
Yet Dole quickly fell into ranks after the attack, declaring, 
"I stand foursquare behind our men and women in uniform. ..«. They 


should know that the thounhts and prayers of every American - for 
their safety and successful completion of their mission - are with 
them." 


Dole alsa said he haped "this development marks the beginning 
of decisive action by the United States to curtail the power of 
Saddam Hussein, and the end of his defiance of the international 
community and of his atrocities against the Kurdish minority in 
Iraq." 

Early reaction from Congress was supportive. 

Republican Genator Kay Bailey Hutchison, said, "It’s measured 
and it does send a signal” to Saddam. On NEC television, 

ongressman Lee Hamilton, ranking Democrat on the International 
Relations Committee, said the bombings were appropriate. 

Normally, it takes several hours ~ and sometimes days ~ for a 
full assessment of target strikes by using spy planes or satellite 
reconnaissance. 

The B-Ses that took part in the attack had been sent ta the 
Pacific island of Guam over the weekend. The Air Force uses the 
AGN-S6EC air~launched cruise missile. 

Two U.S. Navy ships in the Gulf ~- the destroyer USS Laboon and 
the cruiser USS Shiloh ~ launched Tomahawk cruise missiles in the 
strike, a Fentagon official said. 

Koth types of cruise missiles are able to follow terrain to 
their targets, and allow pilots or ships to fire their weapons from 
hundreds of miles away. 

The U.S. military strike came after it appeared Iraqi troops 
were not pulling back from their original point of attack, the 
Kurdish city of Irbil, as Clinton had demanded. 

Also, the Iraqis were shelling the town of Sham Shamal, and 
appeared ta be preparing to attack it. They also appeared toa be 
continuing their move towards Sulaymaniyah, a senior Pentagon 
official said. 

There also was evidence that Iraqi troops were hunting down and 
killing political opponents in the areas they were seizing. 

An administration official said the assault on Irbil was deemed 
by the United States a violation of U.N. Kesolution 648 prohibiting 
Saddam from oppressing his people. 

In Landon taday, the British government said it "fully supports 
the unequivocal message to Saddam Hussein that repressian of 
innocent ns andts of brutality are unacceptable." Germany 
and Japan also fell into line, but France and Spain suggested 
diplomacy would have been a better course. 

Asked ahout the mixed response, Clinton looked uncemfortable and 
said, "I can only tell you what I believe is right ... and I have 
done my best to cecperate with others." 
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U.S. Air Force, Navy Attack Traq 

Ede: UFDATES with Clinton announcing no-fly zone expanded, quotes 
from Aziz, U.S. defense minister. Trims. No pickup. 

AF Fhoetoes NY191~-192, HBR1@1, BAGL 

By WATEL FALEH 

Assaciated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Traq (AP) ~ U.S. forces fired 27 cruise missiles on 
Iraq Tuesday to punish Saddam Hussein for a weekend assault on 
Kurdish rebels. But the Iraqi leader remained defiant, vowing toa 
teach the Western allies an "unforgettable lesson." 

The Iraqi military said five people were killed and 193 ‘icnin ted . 
It claimed the missiles struck "population centers" and that most 
of the casualties were civilians, but did not give details of the 
targets. 

President Clinton said he ordered the missile attacks to send a 
blunt message to Saddam that "when you abuse your own people or 
threaten your neighbors, you must pay a price." 

Clinton announced that the United States was eben the ban 
on Iraqi flights and military action in southern Iraq to the 
sauthern suburbs of Baghdad. The cruise missile strikes targeted 
Iraqi facilities that could threaten U.S. planes enforcing the 
expanded flying ban. 

Meanwhile, a senior aide to Gaddam said Iraqi forces had 
completed their withdrawal Tuesday from a U.S.-protected Kurdish 
city they attacked at the weekend, sparking the new confrontation 
with the United States. 

In a televised speech hours after the missiles struck, Saddam 
said he ne longer recognized the U.N. ban on Iraqi military 
activity in northern and southern Traq. 

"From now on, pay no attention to damned imaginary no~fly 
zones," Gaddam told his armed forces. "Depend only on God, and 
hit hard and professionally at any flying target that belongs toa 
the allied agnressars that penetrates the airspace of your beloved 
and yglerious homeland." 

U.S., British and French warplanes fly dozens of missions over 
Psouthern and northern Iraq every day to enforce the so-called 
na-fly zones, which roughly cover about one-third of Iraqi 
territory. 

"Fight, resist these aggressors and teach them a new 
unforgettable lesson," Saddam said. 

He said the U.S. assault, launched in response to Iraq’s weekend 
offensive against Kurdish rebels, had caused "minimal damage." He 
claimed Iraq’s air defenses shot down most of the missiles. 

Rear Adm. Edward Moare, commander of ‘the USS Carl Vinson task 
force in the Gulf, said a total of 27 missiles were fired on 
southern Iraq, below the 32nd parallel. 

"The strikes were conducted with both ship-launched Tomahawks 
and conventional cruise missiles and were directed toward Iraqi air 
defense sites and command and control facilities," Moare told 
reporters aboard his ship. 

He gaid, "The strikes were ordered as a warning to Traq ta 
adhere to requirements outlined in U.N. resolutions," adopted 
after the 1991 Gulf War that evicted Iraqi troops from Kuwait. 

Calling Saddam a "regional bully," U.S. Defense Secretary 
William Ferry said that the Iraqi leader posed a major threat to 
U.S. interests - namely, the flow of oil to the world. 














Kritain said it supported the U.S. action, though its forces 
were not involved. France, the third main partner in the anti-Iraq 
eaalition, said it was told in advance of the attack, but stil 
preferred a "political solution." 

In Baghdad, a city of 4 million people, air raid sirens 
resounded at 9:25 a.m. (@525 GMT). But Iraqis, hardened by two 
recent wars and economic and social hardships, appeared unshaken. 

Pedestrians and motorists filled the streets during the morning 
rush hour. 

Clinten ordered the strike in retaliation for Saddam’s assault 
of the Kurdish city of Irbil, the largest in the allied protected 
"no-fly" zone in northern Iraq. Saturday’s attack was Saddam’s 
Poiggest military foray since the 1991 Gulf War. 

Iraq’s deputy prime minister, Tariq Aziz, said the troops 
completed their withdrawal from the Irbil region Tuesday, “several 
hours" before the U.S. strikes. 

Aziz denied Kaghdad planned ta attack other areas in Kurdistan, 
telling CNN that U.S. and rebel claims that Iraqi forces were 
maving on other cities in the Kurdish region were "totally 
haseless." 

The Fatriotic Union said the Iraqi military, after evicting 
anti~Baghdad activists from Irbil, withdrew and regrouped for an 
attack on villages and towns to the east. 

In a statement three hours before the U.S. missile attack, the 
PUK said tank and artillery fire was pouring on Kestana, Degala and 
Koysanjak near Irbil. 

Some 140 miles (16% kilometers) to the south, the Iraqis were 
pounding Chemchemal, which is just west of Sulaymaniyah, the 

second-largest city in the region after Irbil. 

White House Press Secretary Mike MetCurry said Monday that 
Saddam's ohjective appeared to be Sulaymaniyah, an administrative 
center for the Kurdish area that lies just south of the "“no-fly" 
zone. : 

PUK leader Jalal Talabani sent a letter to President Clinton to 
thank, him for Tuesday’s punitive strike on Iraq. Talabani praised 
Clinton’s "noble act of courage." 

Gen. John Shalikashvili, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
made urgent trips to Gaudi Arabia, Jordan and Egypt to rally Arab 
support for a U.S. military strike. 

Saudi Arabia agreed ta cooperate in any U.S. retaliatory action, 
Saudi sources said on condition of anonymity. 

Tardanian Information Minister Marwan Moasher said his country 
"will not be part of any effort that involves military 
operations.” Egyptian officials would not comment on their talks 
with Shalikashvili. 
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BC-NATO-US-Traqg 
WATO Chief Supports U.S. Attack Against Iraq 

BRUSSELS, Belgium (AF) - NATO’s top official voiced support 
Tuesday for the U.S. attack on Iraq, calling the air strike a 
"justified, measured and proportionate" response ta Iraq’s 
agyression against Kurdish rebels. 

"IT hope that this clear message will be heeded by Saddam 
Hussein and that he will immediately withdraw his forces from the 
area, stop any further brutal attacks and comply fully with U.N. 
resolutions,” MATA Secretary~-General Javier Solana said in a 
statement. 

“Iraq has once anain blatantly and gravely violated U.N. 
security council resolutions and mounted an aggressive attack 
against civilians inside the exclusion zone in northern Iraq," he 
added. : 

"Snainst this background, the U.S. action this morning was a 
justified, measured and proportionate reaction." 

U.S. officials said bombers and warships launched dozens of 
cruise missiles early Tuesday against targets in [raq to retaliate 
against Saddam's attacks on Kurds in a U.N.-declared safe zone. 
(ml) 
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BC-UN-Iraq,@416 
Security Council To Consider Iraqi Sanctions Tuesday 
By ROBERT H. REID 
Associated Press Writer 

UNTTED MATIGNS (AF) ~- The U.N. Security Council was expected 
Tuesday to maintain economic sanctions on Iraq following the U.S. 
wWilitary attack on Fresident Saddam Hussein for his armed incursion 
against rebel Kurds in the north. 

The council had been expected to renew the sanctions, imposed 
after Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1996, even before the President Bill 
Clinten unleashed @7 cruise missiles at military targets in 
southern Iraq. 

Council members say they will maintain sanctions, which are 
renewed every 68 days, until they are canvineced that Iraq has 
complied with U.N. orders ta dismantle his lony-range missiles and 
nuclear, chemical and biological weapons programs. 

The council was to hear a report by chief U.N. weapons inspector 
Rolf Ekeus about efforts to verify Iraqi compliance. 

Council diplomats, speaking on condition of anonymity, said they 
did not expect any formal resolution during Tuesday’s session. 

Escalation of the latest crisis between Iraq and the United 
States was expected to complicate the range of activities 
undertaken by the United Mations in Iraq. 

On Sunday, U.N. Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali delayed 
implementation of the oil-for-food deal, under which Iraq will be 
allowed to sell dirs @ billion worth of oi1 for an initial 18@-day 
period to buy food and medicine. Iraq accepted the plan June 26, 
and it had been expected to go into effect within weeks. 

U.N. officials cited instability in northern Iraq and the safety 
of U.N. employees in deciding to delay sending out 14 o11 monitors 
and 32 customs officials. Their presence is necessary for the 
oil-for-food deal to take effect. 

The United States has cited Security Council Resolution 68684, 
approved in April 1991, as the foundation for the no-fly zones in 
northern and southern Iraq. 

Kut the resolution does not explicitly establish any protected 
zones in Iraq. Nor does it ban Iraqi troops from any area of the 
eountry. The resolution simply demands that Iraq end repression of 
minorities and allow international humanitarian groups access to 
“all those in need of assistance." , 

It does not authorize the use of force. Turkey and Iran have 
send troops inte the Kurdish areas of Iraq without meeting any 
armed tesponse from the United States or its allies. 
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Clinton Explains US Strike Against Iraq; Expands No-Fly Zone 
EDs: New material throughout, Perry warning to Iran 

By TERENCE HUNT 

AFP White House Correspondent 

WASHINGTON (AP) —- President Clinton said Tuesday he ordered 
eruise missile attacks against Iraqi air defense installations to 
make Saddam Hussein “pay a price” for attacking the 
Kurdish-controlled city of Irbil in northern Iraq. 

e In a nationally broadcast statement from the Oval Office, said, 
“These acts demand a strong response and they have received one." 
The defense secretary said the United States acted alone in its own 
national interest. 

Clinton said the United States was expanding the "no~-fly zone" 
in Iraq to deny Iraqi military flights from the Baghdad suburbs 
south to Iraq’?s border with Kuwait. Clinton said this would 
significantly restrict Iraq’s offensive capabilities. 

Further, the president said that an already~postponed 
food-for-oil deal with Iraq will be put on hold until it can be 
determined that the humanitarian supplies can be delivered. 

At the Pentagon, Defense Secretary William Perry said the United 
States had warned Iran "not to meddle in this conflict in northern 
Traq." 

It is the second time Clinton has ordered a cruise missile 
strike against [Iraqi military targets. In 1993, Clinton ordered 
U.S. warships to fire 24 Tomahawk cruise missiles at intelligence 
headquarters in Baghdad in retaliation for an alleged assassination 
plot against former President Bush 
» Explaining his decision to launch military ich iiten, Clinton said 

Saddam had ignored repeated weekend warnings from the United States 
and the international community not to use his troops against the 
Kurdish population in the northern town of Irbil. 

"Our objectives are limited but clear: to make Saddam pay a 
price for the latest act of brutality," Clinton said. The 
president brushed off Iraq’s claim that it was withdrawing from 
Irbil. 

; "Saddam Hussein's army today controls Irbil, and Iraqi units 
remain deployed for further attacks," the president said. 

In Baghdad, Saddam was defiant and said he viewed the 
no-fly-zones null and void. In reply, Clinton said, "Well, as 
always with Saddam Hussein, it depends entirely on what he does - 
not on what he says, but what he does." He said Saddam’s actions 
would drive the U.S. response. 

Overnight, Clinton unleashed 27 cruise missiles at military 

-targets in southern Iraq. "We must make it clear that reckless 
acts have consequences," Clinton said. 

The president acknowledged that some allies were lukewarm in 
their public comments about the U.S. strikes but said: "I think it 
is important to move now." He said, “We have historically taken 
the lead in matters like this. ... This was our responsibility at 
this time." 

1) As he left the announcement, Clinton ignored a shouted question 
about weekend criticism from Republican rival Bob Dole. The GOP 
presidential hopeful issued a statement supporting U.S. military 
forces but suggesting that the administration has been weak in its 
dealings with Saddam. 

Despite the use of military force, there was no sense of great 
overnight drama at the White House. The president apparently was 
asleep when the attack was underway. 

Irbil is in an northern Iraq region under allied protection 
since the end of the 1996-91 Persian Gulf War. Kurdish factions 
have been opposing one another in the region, and Iraq forces moved 
in to support one group against others. 

Clinton said Saddam had to be taught that he “cannot just use 
the Iraqi Army” against the civilian population of Irbil. "Our 
missiles sent the following message to Saddam Hussein: when you 
abuse your own peaple, or threaten your neighbors, you must pay a 
price." 

Clinton said Saddam had ordered a limited pullout from Irbil but 
that his forces still were in control of the city and that the 
forces that had withdrawn were now threatening elsewhere. "The 
present deployments and the things we have seen in support of them 
convince me that at least he is maintaining the potential to take 
further military action in the area," Clinton said. 

Two Air Force E-S? bombers and two Navy ships in the Persian 
Gulf launched a total of 27 missiles in the military operation, 
said several military officials who spoke on condition their names 
not be used. 
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Germanys U.S. Missile Attack Was Justified 

Ede: UWFDATES in grafs 6-9 with Greens politician criticizing 
Clinton, commenting on Turks. Pick up 7th graf pys bygn, “Earlier 
ina. 

RONM, Germany (AP) - Germany said Tuesday it "completely 
understands" the U.S. government’s reasons for missile strikes 
against Trad and that an escalation of hostilities must be avoided. 

"The federal government condemned Iraq’s military actions 
{against Kurds) from the very start,” said pete Hausmann, 
spokesman far Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 

Therefore, the gavernment “completely understands today’s 
American reaction," Hausmann said. 

He said Iraq must "immediately and completely withdraw its 
troops" fram a designated northern safe haven fer Kurds and 
"cease all use of force anainst Kurdish civilians." 

He said Germany “expects that everything will he done to avoid 
an escalation." 

Aa politician with Germany’s pacifist Greens party said 
Clinten’s decision to fire cruise missiles into Iraq has more to da 
with getting re-elected than helping Kurds. 

"Clinton’s order ta attack Iraqi positions ... is due more to 
the election campaign,” said Angelika Keer, the Greens’ defense 
specialist. 

She pointed out that no country intervened when Turkey launched 
military operations against Kurds in northern Iraq earlier this 
YEAT « 
She said "bombs on Baghdad" are not the answer to helping 
Kurds, and what’s needed instead is an international commitment to 
improving their plight. 

Earlier in the day, Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel said the U.S. 
missile strikes were an “appropriate and syne hk ataal response toa 
Saddam Hussein’s attacks on Kurds. 

"The Iraqis violated the northern Iraq safe zone and brought 
about a major bloodbath among the Kurdish populace," Kinkel said 
in a statement released by his office. 

Kinkel said, "Like our partners and friends, we are of the 
apinion that the American reaction was appropriate and justified." 

Kinkel said the U.S. government had informed Germany about the 
attack, but he did not say whether Konn got advance notice. 

Warren Christopher, the U.S. secretary of state, plans to be in 
Germany on Friday. Kinkel said the visit will provide the 
opportunity to "“camprehensively and intensively discuss the 
matter, " 

(tp-lak) 
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U.S. Glams Cruise Missiles Into Iraq for Kurdish Attacks 
Ede: UPDATES with Pentagon briefings Edits to tighten. 
By SUSANNE M. SCHAFER 

APM Military Writer 

WASHINGTON (AR) - President Bill Clinton unleashed 27 cruise 
missiles at military targets in southern Iraq early Tuesday, 
punishing Gaddam Hussein for attacking Kurds in a protected zone in 
northern Traq. "Reckless acts have consequences," Clinton said. 

Two U.S. Air Force B-SE bombers and two Navy ships in the 
Fersian Gulf launched the missiles in the military operation, said 
Air Force Gen. Joseph Ralston, vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. 

Irag'ts Deputy Frime Minister Tariq Aziz said in an interview on 

NN that the strikes killed five people and wounded 19 others, 
including some civilians, according to initial Iraqi military 
reports. 

At a Fentagon briefing, Defense Secretary William Perry called 
the action not only a tesponse to Iraq’s military moves in the 
north, but also a preemptive action against potential threats to 
Iraqg’s neighbors. 

And Ferry said the matter may not be closed. "We certainly 
reserve the right to conduct future military actions," he told 
reporters, adding that the determining factor "will be the actions 
of the f[ragqis in the coming days." 

Ferry said the extension of the no-fly zone in southern Iraq toa 
just outside Baghdad will “position emalition forces to more 
effectively deter any further military adventures" Saddam might 
consider. 

Raiston discounted claims by Iraqis that many of the U.S. 
missiles were shot down. "We certainly have no evidence of that," 
said Railsten, although he said a complete assessment of the attack 
had not been completed. He called the Strikes effective. 

In an address to the nation, Clinton said there still was no 
evidence that Saddam had moved his troops in the Kurdish area of 
northern Iraq. "As always with Saddam, it depends on what he does, 
not what he says," 

The administration brushed aside reports quoting Saddam saying 
he no longer would recognize the no-fly zones. Indeed, Clinton said 
the southern no~fly zone would be extended all the way from the 
Kuwaiti border north to the outskirts of Baghdad. 

The cruise missiles were fired at air defense targets in the 
vicinity of the Tallil air base in southwestern Iraq, the nearby 
city of an Nasiriyah on the Euphrates Kiver, the city of 
al-Iskandiariyah just south of Baghdad, and al-Kut, a southern city 
on the Tigris River. The B-S2@s escorted by Mavy F-14 Tomcat 
fighters fired 13 cruise missiles; the two Navy ships fired 14. 

Targets struck inside Iraq Tuesday included surface-to-air 
missile sites, radar installations and command~and-control 
-installations, the seniar military officer said. No sites in 
Baghdad were targeted, he added. 


. 











Des £@h€ StTIKG Came aTtter a hectic weekend mix of Campaigning and 
international diplomacy as Clinton readied military and econamic 
steps against Saddam. And it was not the first time Clinton had 
crossed swords with. Saddam. In 1993, Clinton ordered U.S. warships 
to fire 24 Tomahawk cruise missiles at intelligence headquarters in __ 
Baghdad in retaliation for an assassination plot against former 
Fresident Kush. q 

Two months out fram the presidential electian, Tuesday’s action 
could bolster Clinton’s image as commander-in-chief. Republican 
rival Bob Dele has sought to partray Clinton as a weak leader whose 
lack of military experience has hurt U.S. stature across the globe. 

Yet Dole quickly fell into ranks after the attack, declaring, 
"ft stand foursquare behind our men and women in uniform." 

However, Dale alsa said he hoped "this development marks the 
beginning of decisive action by the United States to curtail the 
power of Saddam Hussein, and the end of his defiance of the 
international community and of his atrocities against the Kurdish 
minerity in Iraq.” 

i Early reaction from Congress was supportive. 

Republican Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison, said, "It's measured 
and it dees send a sinnal" to Saddam. On NEC television, 
Congressman Lee Hamilton, ranking Democrat on the International 
Relations Committee, said the bombings were appropriate. 

"Tt was quite clear Saddam Hussein has heen massively violating 
the rights of his own people. You can’t let him get away with that. 
He must pay a price for it," said Hamilton. ; 

In Londen Tuesday, the British government said it "fully 
supports the unequivocal message to Saddam Hussein that repression 
of innocent civilians ... are unacceptable." Germany and Japan 
also fell into line, but France and Spain suggested diplomacy would 
have been a better course. 

Asked about the mixed response, Clinton looked uncomfortable and 
said, "IT can only tell you what Tf believe is right ... and I have 
done my best to cooperate with others.” 

The B-Ses that took part in the attack had been sent to the 
Pacific island of Guam over the weekend. The Air Force uses the 
AGM-86C air-launched cruise missile. 

Two U.S. Mavy ships in the Fersian Gulf - the destroyer USS 
Laboon and the cruiser USS Shiloh ~ Launched Tomahawk cruise 
missiles in the strike, a Pentagon official said. 

Both types of cruise missiles are able to follow terrain to 
their targets, and allow pilots or ships ta fire their weapons from 
hundreds of miles away. 

The U.&. military strike came after it appeared Iraqi troops 
vere not pulling back from their original point of attack, the 
Kurdish city of Irbil, as Clinton had demanded. 

Also, the Iraqis were shelling the town of Sham Shamal, and 
appeared ta be preparing to attack it. They also appeared to he 
cantinuing their move towards Sulaymaniyah, a senior Pentagon 
official said. 

An administration official said the assault on Irbil was deemed 
hy the United States a violation of U.N. Resolution 648 prohibiting 
Saddam from oppressing his people. 
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“Iraqi Flag Flies Over Parliament Guarded by Iraqi Soldiers in Irbil¢ 
‘Ede: Associated Press reporter Yalman Onaran was one of the first 
journalists to reach Irbil after weekend fighting. ¢ 
By YALMAN ONARAN= 
‘“Nesociated Fress Writer= 

IRBIL, Traq {AFD — Iraqi soldiers guarded the Farliament buildi 
Tuesday and victorious Kurdish guerrillas patrolled the streets 
vhbile the beom of shellfire echoed outside the city captured over 
the weekend by Saddam Hussein. . 

With most shops shuttered, the Kurdish residents of the city of 
million lined up for water and purchased daily necessities like 
tomatoes, peppers and eggplants in open bazaars and from street 
vendars. Big chunks of meat. hung in the open-air butcher shops. 

The wind filled customers’ eyes with dust as 4@C (164 F) heat 
baked the streets. Clad in baggy pants of a plain, thin material and 
lang-sleeved shirts, the people of Irbil filled teahouses to vreat 
themselves to sweet drinks and company.. 

The city had neither power nor water. Visible damage seemed 
limited to buildings abandoned by the Iran~backed Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan. A guerrilla with its Iraqi-backed rival, the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, said his faction’s dead totaled 7@. Civilian 
casualties were unavailable, but there was no unusual bustle at 
hospitals. 

Residents said there had been no clashes since Saturday. The 
fighting between the two Kurdish rivals had moved south. . 

From the outskirts of Irbil, the largest city in the U.S. -impos 
no~fly zone in northern Iraq, tons of heavy shelling could be heard 
from the south. 

There was no sign of Baghdad troops surrounding the city. Iraqi 
tanks were no longer in sight, and truck convoys loaded with KDP 
fighters were heading sauth. 

““We will attack Sulaymaniyah tonight, God willing,’’ said ene 
KDF guerrilla. : 

The PUK, driven from Irbil, retreated Saturday ta Sulaymaniyah, — 
the second biggest city in Iraqi Kurdistan. 

Forty ta S@ Iraqi tanks and perhaps 15 trucks carrying Iraqi 
sGldiers left Irbil on Monday, said Hiwa Hikmat Sahin, a resident of 
the Sduburban Shukka Ishan district. : 

Iraq’s deputy prime minister, Tariq Aziz, Said troops completed 
their withdrawal from the Irbil region on Tuesday, several hours 
before the U.S. sent missiles streaking toward Iraq. 

Aziz denied Raghdad planned to attack other areas in Kurdistan, 
telling CNN that U.S. and rebel claims that Iraqi forces were moving 
on other cities in the Kurdish region were ‘“‘totally baseless.?? 

The U.S. ordered the strike in retaliation for Saddam’s assault 
on Irbil en Saturday, Saddam’s biggest military foray since the 1991 
Gulf War. 4 
Residents said few, if any, civilians were killeg in Saturday’s 





strike. 











““They fight each other,’? said 60-year-old Dawud Abdullah, 
interviewed at his two-room house. “‘There were clashes in the : 
streets, but if you stayed home, you did not get hurt.**® Abdullah 
did note that the propeller of a hand-launched rocket fell in his 
garden Saturday. No one was injured. 

Hospital officials could not be questioned about the injured, 
there was little activity at Irbil’s two major hospitals. The KDF 
fighter said 7@ guerrillas from his side were killed. 

Instead of queuing up to hear about injured relatives, hundre 
of women and children holding empty buckets crowded at the Rizgari ‘ 
hospital gate, waiting to get water. It was a common scene all 
around town, where there has been no running water or electricity 
since Saturday. 

Some KDF officials said a hydroelectric dam was hit by artillg 
and damaged, causing the power failure. Others said the rival PUK 
had cantrol of the dam and was not allowing power toa flow. 

The victorious KDFP took over the rival faction’s television 
station but could not resume broadcasting for lack of power. 

The city bore few signs of heavy fighting. Only PUK~-related 
buildings were spattered with bullet holes. Some were darkened by 
fires started by small rockets, Others had broken windows. With no 
traffie lights working, police directed cars on the streets. 

While Irbil has the air of a major city, it has few high rise; 
by Western standards. Only a few 1@- to ie2-story buildings show in 
its silhouette. Families living in the back streets squeeze into 
one-room shanties without plumbing. 

Ten Traqgi soldiers armed with machine guns guarded the FParliat 
building, where two anti-aircraft guns had been placed atop the 
roof. An Traqi flag replaced the FUK banner that had flown overhead. 
Iraqi flags have been scarce in the Kurdish-controlled region since 
the establishment of the U.N.-protected zones in 1991. 

Feaple said the new bosses were treating them well. 

“*I de net care which rules. They are all the same, I just wa’ 
to work and feed my two daughters,’’ said Abdullah, a maintenance : 
man who says he’s been jobless for three years. 

‘“Yesterday, Saddam’s soldiers knocked on my doar asking for 
food. They had dirmner with us and they left. No bad treatment,’? 
Abdullah said. *“‘Even Saddam can rule and I don’t care.’’ 

His indifference reflected the mood of Irbil residents caught 
between rival rebel groups. 

“*IT am always scared each time there is a new fighting,’’ sad 
Rabia Musa Kadir, an elderly woman seated in a wheelchair in her 
home. *‘*BRut what can I do? One comes, one goes, over. and over.’?- 
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“Allied Force Moves Military Center From WNorthern Iraq< 
“EDS: UPDATES with quotes from European Cammand, NGOs Leaving 
nerthern Traq, ADDs reaction from Iraqi Kurdish rival groups, ADDS 
byline <¢ : 
“By ZEYNEF ALENDAR= 
“Associated Fress Writer= : 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — The U.S.-led air force protecting Iraqi 
Kurds pulled its military coordination center out of northern Iraq 
on Tuesday. 

‘“*In view of the heightened tension, they thought it was becomi 
unsafe to stay there,’’ said U.S. Air Force Capt. Michael Shavers, a 
spakesman at Incirlik Air Kase in southern Turkey. 

But others believed the move was done to aeekeet an Iraqi Kurdi 
yroup’s alliance with Baghdad against a rival Kurdish faction. 

Saddam Hussein’s forces began moving against the faction last week 
and the United States responded Tuesday with cruise missile strikes 
on Iraqi targets. 

U.8. Army Maj. Lou Koone, European command spokesman in 
Stuttgart, Germany, told The Associated Press that President Clinton 
gave the order for the withdrawal of the military coordination 
center (MCC) in cooperation with other members of the allied force. 

Twenty-one soldiers — American, Turkish, French and British | 
moved from Zakho to the Turkish town of Silopi, about 10 kilometers 
{six miles) from the border, said Shavers. 

Baone said the private aid ayencies were offered safe passage 
into Turkey « “They can stay if they take their own risks,’ Koane 
added. 

The coordination center oversees the work of private aid agenci 
in northern Iraq. It also monitored the needs of Iraqi Kurds, who 
set up a semi-autonomous state following the 1991 Persian Gulf War. 

The allied warplanes protecting the region are based at Incirlik. 

There are dozens of private aid agencies in northern Iraq. 

Turkish governments have long supported the idea of moving the | 
center ta Turkey, but Washington had been firmly against it. | 

Turkey had concerns that the private aid groups were helping 
Turkish Kurdish rebels fighting for autonomy from bases in northern 
Iraq. 

A Western diplomat, speaking on condition of anonymity, said th 
move appeared to be a result of the Kurdistan Democratic Party’s 
cooperation with Raghdad against the rival Patriotic Unian of 
Kurdistan. 





The Kurdistan Democratic Party, KDFP, is in control of the parts 
of naerthern Iraq near the Turkish border, including Zakho. 

Shavers told The Associated Press that the coordination team 
would stay at Silopi “*for the foreseeable future.?? 

““It is a temporary relocation. Options are open,’ Koone said. 
He did not eloborate. 

Safeen Dizayhee, the KDF spokesman here, criticized the MNCC"’s 
withdrawal from northern Iraq. **For months, we have been telling 
Americans about the Iranian activities but they have turned the deaf 


eat,?’? Dizayhee said. ‘“‘If they’re trying to penalize KDF, it is not 
the right way to do it."? 
(fd) 
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O11 Pipeline To Turkey Called Saddam’ s Achilles’ Heel 
CQ-DII e-DRAGBGIIG 


By Mark Reynolds 


DUBAI (AF -Dow Jones)--A 26-kilometer stretch of 
Pipeline is the Achilles’ heel that tripped up a 
multibillion-dollar aid program for Saddam Hussein’s 
beleaguered Iraq, Persian Gulf-based oil analysts 
suggested Tuesday. 

The short stretch of pipeline in Kurd-cantrolied 
territory in nerthern Iraq is the critical link in a 
920-kilometer conduit connecting Kirkuk, Iraq, and the 
Turkish port of Ceyhan, a Dubai~based analyst said, 
speaking anonymously. 

"The pipeline goes right through the Kurdish area, and 
(Saddam) was obviously working to guarantee its security 
when the United States reacted," the analyst added. 

The pipeline is Iraq’s main oil-export route, and 
Baghdad will have to use it to pump the bulk of any crude 
to be sold under a so-called oil-~-for-food-deal brokered by 
the United Mations (U.M.). That deal, which would have 
geen Iraq pump $1 billion worth of oil every 9@ days for 
an initial 18@-day period, has now been suspended by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton. 

"<The pipeline) is in territory controlled by forces 
apposed to Saddam, and he wanted to guarantee the 
pipeline’s security before the oil began flowing again," 
the Dubai~based analyst said. "Seme of the Kurds wouldn’t 
have allowed the oil to flow unless the Iraqi government 
met their demands." 
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Oil Pipeline/Saddam ~2: Export Suspension Will Hurt Kurds 
CO-DIT e-DBAGGII6Ga 


The critical stretch of pipeline lies in an area 
controlled by the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), the 
analyst said. 

In recent days, Saddam's troops sided with the rival 
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDF) to dislodge the PUK from 
the northern Iraq town of Irbil. 

Both groups have been fighting for independence in 
northern Iraq, but the KDF has been willing to work with 
Saddam in exchange for greater autonomy, while the PUK 
demands full independence and has worked with Iran to 
secure it. 

U.S.-led forces created a safe haven in northern Traq 
for the Kurds after rebels mounted a failed rebellion 
against Baghdad in 1991. 

O11 analysts noted that the latest U.S. missile attack 
against Iraq and the suspension of the oil-export deal 
will damage the Kurds economically. Gil was expected to 
start flowing before the end of September, with some of 
the revenue earmarked to pay for food and other 
humanitarian supplies for the Kurds. 











"The deal could now be delayed for months. I would be 

«». SUrprised if oil starts flowing before the end of the 
year," said an Abu Dhabi~based oi1 trader, speaking 
anonymously. 

"It’s good news for us and some of our neighbors," 
the trader added, referring to Persian Gulf states 
including Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iran, the United Arab 
Emirates, Qatar and Oman. These can expect higher crude 
prices as a result of Iraq’s continued absence from the 
market. 
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Oil Pipeline/Saddam ~3: Financial Fallout May Hit Turkey 
CO-DIT e-DEAGEIIGA 


The trader suggested that seme of the Persian Gulf 
states might increase production to fill the gap left by 
the absence of Iraqi supply. 

"Same of them have some extra capacity, so they might 
be thinking about pumping a bit more," the Abu Dhabi-based 
trader said. 

However, most of those countries are members af the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), 
which has pledged to oontrol production in order to 
support prices. At a regular meeting in June, OPEC added 
&@0,@08 barrels per day to Iraqg’s output quota to account 
for the expected oil~for~-food plan. 

"It’s possible some OPEC member will look to take a 
share of that quota if Iraq doesn’t come into the market," 
the trader observed. . 

Oil ministry officials in the Gulf were tight-lipped 
Tuesday about that prospect. 

OPEC isn’t scheduled to hold a regular meeting until 
Nov. 27. No special general meeting will be called, but a 
subcommittee of the group is due to meet Sept. 25. 

Neanwhile, Clinton’s suspension of Iraqi oil exports 
may carry serious financial fallout for Turkey. 

Kesides collecting fees for the use of its side of the 
pipeline, Turkey had secured a deal for Turkish companies 
to supply Iraq with goods upon BRaghdad’s resumption of oil 
sales. 
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Oil Pipeline/Saddam ~4:s Port Facilities Alsa Available 
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A number of other Middle East states, including Dubai, 

Qatar and Jordan, also were expecting an economic boost 
from supplying geoads ta Traq. 

Gil analysts noted that despite the U.S. attack, Iraq 
is still in a position to resume Oil exports quickly, 
should permission be forthcoming. 

Kesides the pipeline to Turkey, Iraq also has repaired 
its Mina Al-Bakr crude~oil terminal in the Persian Gulf, 
which was damaged in the 1996-91 Gulf War. 

A source at the terminal said Tuesday that operations 
at he facility were "normal" following the U.S. missile 
attack. 

The terminal is being prepared for shipments of Iraqi 
erude under the oil-for~-food deal. 

The deep-sea crude-cil leading terminal at the head of 
the Persian Gulf is Iraq’s only sea~based facility for 
exporting crude. 

The Mina Al-Bakr source said two decks are usable at 
the port, but he declined to comment on their loading 
capacity. 2 
=~ Gm 
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As Troops Withdraw From Northern City, Refugees Tell of Offensive 
Eds: RECASTS and UPDATES with color, details from northern Iraq, 
Talabani quotes, INCORPORATES material from US-Iraq and 
Gulf-Iraq-Gil. 

With Kurds-Rivalries. 

AP Photos NY191-192,HRRIGI, BAGI 

By YALMAN ONARAN 

Associated Press Writer 

SALAH AD-DIN, Iraq (AP) ~ As Iraqi troops pulled back from the 
northern Kurdish city of Irbil on Monday, refugees who fled to a 
nearby town described the biggest offensive by Saddam Hussein’s 
army since the Persian Gulf War. 

"It was very frightening. Koom here, boom there. 
Taka-taka~taka. We were scared to death," said Sabira Hamid 
Hursid, who fled with her four children to Salah ad-Din, 35 
kilometers (2@ miles) northeast of Irbil. 

Iraqi troops did not allow reporters to approach Irbil, where 
they were pulling out on Monday, leaving their Kurdish allies in 
control. 

But U.N. workers there told The Associated Press that there were 
still Iraqi tanks in fields five to ten kilometers (three to six 
miles) outside the city. A U.S. administration official, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said the withdrawal was not significant. 

White House press secretary Mike McCurry said Saddam must not go 
unchallenged. The 26,000 U.S. troops in the Persian Gulf region 
were on high alert, and Gen. John Shalikashvili, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, traveled to Saudi Arabia and Jordan. Saudi 
Arabia anreed to cooperate in any U.S. retaliatory action, Saudi 
sources said on condition of anonymity. 

The offensive prompted the United Nations to delay its plan to 
let Iraq resume limited oil sales despite sanctions. On Monday, oil 
prices in Europe jumped sharply on the news; U.S. markets were 
closed for Labor Day. 

Saddam’s troops stormed Irbil, ‘the main city in the 
U.S.-protected Kurdish “safe haven" in northern Iraq, on 
Saturday.» The Kurdistan Democratic Party had asked Iraq for help in 
dislodging the rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

Both groups want an independent Kurdish area that would include 
nerthern Iraq, but the KDP is willing to work with Saddam’s 
government in exchange for greater autonomy, while the PUK will 
accept only independence and has allied itself with Iraq’s 
archrival, Iran. 

In Salah ad-Din - a stronghold of the KDP — guerrillas 
celebrated their victory Monday by parading through town and 
showing off captured artillery. 

As a military truck towed two anti-aircraft guns down a street, 
KDP fighters sat atop the weapons and shouted jubilantly, raising 
their machine guns above their heads. 

Few refugees came to Salah ad-Din; those who arrived said most 
of the others had fled to PUK-controlled areas and beyond. 

“Hundreds, maybe thousands, fled Irbil," Hursid said, “mostly 
to Iran." 

She and her four children, ages 5 to 16, stood on a sidewalk on 
the road from Irbil to Salah ad-din after fleeing on Sunday. 

“I saw many people dead," she said. "My husband was also 
killed. I ran out with my children, fearing for our lives. I don’t 
know where we will go." 

There was no power in the town, and the nighttime streets were 
dark except for the headlights of military trucks. Some local 
officials said a hydroelectric dam had been damaged by artillery; 
others said the rival PUK had control of the dam and had cut their 
electricity. 

PUK leader Jalal Talabani called on Western nations to retaliate 
against Iraq for the offensive in Irbil. 

"Saddam Hussein must be punished and must pay the price of the 
erimes which he committed inside Irbil," Talabani told The 
Associated Press by satellite telephone from northern Iraq. 

The spokesman for the rival KDP, Sami Abdurrahman, said his 
party had sought Iraq’s help only after Iranian troops had moved 
into northern Iraq to help the PUK. 
> "Our rival has sided with Iran," Abdurrahman said at a news 

conference in northern Iraq. "Iranian troops had been attacking 
our positions." 

Abdurrahman criticized the United States for failing to end PUK 
attacks against his fighters. The Kurdish safe haven in northern 
Iraq was carved out by the U.S.-led forces to protect the Kurds 
from Saddam’s military after rebels mounted a failed rebellion 
against Baghdad in 1991. 
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As Troops Withdraw From Narthern City, Refugees Tell of Offensive 
Edges LEADS with eight grafs to RECAST lead to ADD U.S. 
preparations; ADD White House and Fentagon comment re punishment in 
new grafs S-7. Pickup 6th graf previous, “The offensive ...’ 

With Kurds-RKivalries. 

AP Photos MY191-192,HBRIG1, KAGI 

By YALMAN ONARAN 

Assaciated Fress Writer 

SALAH AD-DIN, Traq (AFD ~ Iraqi troops pulled back from the 
northern Kurdish city of Irbil on Monday, but not enough to satisfy 
the Clinten administration as it readied punishment for Iraq. 

Refugees who fled to a nearby town said they were terrified by 
the biggest offensive of Gaddam Hussein’s army since the Persian 
Gulf War. : 

"It was very frightening. HKoom here, boom there. 
Takavtaka~taka. We were scared to death," said Sabira Hamid 
Hursid, who escaped with her four children to Salah ad-Din, 35 
kilometers (2@ miles) northeast of Irbil. 

Iraqi troops did not allow reporters to approach Irbil, where 
they were pulling out on Monday, leaving their Kurdish allies in 
cantral. . 

But U.N. workers there told The Associated Press that there were 
still Iraqi tanks in fields five to ten kilometers (three to six 
miles) outside the city. 

White House press secretary Mike McCurry said the Iraqi 
redeployment “is not terribly significant because they still have 
a significant force arrayed around Irbil." 

"Gur interest is in making sure that Saddam does not believe 
that unjustified behavior of this type is cost free," MeCurry said 
amid increasing speculation that the president would order 
retaliation. "Our concern here is what Saddam believes he has 

@. sincs fram a strategic viewpoint." 

Fentanon officials said the preparations for any military steps 
ordered by the president had been completed, but that no orders had 
been issued. 

The 26,644 U.S. troops in the Fersian Gulf region were on high 
alert, and Gen. John Shalikashvili, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, traveled ta Saudi Arabia and Jordan. Saudi Arabia agreed to 
cooperate in any U.S. retaliatory action, Saudi sources said on 
condition of anonymity. 

Pickup 6th graf previous, ‘The offensive ...” 
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Refugees Tell of Gaddam’s Offensive, As U.S. Prepares Punishment 
Ede: UFDATES in grafs 7-16 with Kurdish faction saying they have 
came under shelling outside northeastern town of Sulaymaniyah, 
Opposition members rounded up. 

AF Fhatos NY¥1I91~-192, HBRIGI, BAGL 

By YALMAN ONARAN 

Associated Fress Writer 

SALAH AD-DIN, Iraq (AFD - Iraqi troops pulled back from the 
northern Kurdish city of Irbil, but not enough to satisfy the 
Clinton administration as it prepared punishment for Iraq. 

Clinton on Monday approved military and economic retribution 
Desainst Iraq, a U.S. official in Washington said, speaking on 

condition of anonymity. The United States readied its forces and 
sought support from allies for a military offensive, but there was 
no indication when it would act. 

In iraq, refugees who fled to a nearby town described the terror 
of Saddam Hussein’s biggest offensive since the Fersian Gulf War. 

"It was very frightening. Koom here, boom there. 
‘Taka-taka~taka. We were scared to death," said Sabira Hamid 
Hursid, who escaped with her four children to Salah ad-Din, 35 
kilometers (20 miles) northeast of Irbil. 

Iraqi troops did not allow reporters to approach Irbil, where 
they were pulling out on Monday, leaving their Kurdish allies in 
control. 

But U.N. workers there tald The Associated Press that there were 
still Iragi tanks in fields five to ten kilometers (three to six 
miles) outside the city. 

The anti-Saddam Patriotic Union of Kurdistan said in a statement 
Monday night that its positions outside the northeastern city of 
Sulaymaniyah had come under shelling. 

{t said Iraqi forces, including tanks, were moving in the 
direction of Gulaymaniyah, one of the two main Kurdish cities in 
the north, along with Irbil. The PUK controls Sulaymaniyah. 

The yroup also said that Iraqi intelligence officials had moved 
into Salah ad-Din and rounded up 130 members of the Iraqi National 
Congress, an Opposition group made up of numerous factions. 

There was no independent confirmation of the group’s claims. 

Neanwhile White House Press Secretary Mike McCurry said the 
United States saw no signs of an Iraqi withdrawal from Irbil - and 
in fact had evidence that Iraq was moving deeper into 
Kurd-controlled areas. 

NeCurry said, &th graf pys 
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u ibx “*AM-Inside Irbil, Bjt,@818<¢ 
“Inside Irbils No Electricity, No Water, Saddam's Kurds In Power ¢ 

EDITOR’S NOTE _ Since the first reports that Iraqi troops were 
) headed north to oust Kurdish rebels from Irbil, journalists have 
been barred from the city. An AP writer was one of the first to make 
it around Iraqi blockades. Here is his report. ¢ 
“With AM-Iraq-Kurds, Bjt< 
“Ey YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

IRBIL, Iraq (AP) _ When the Iraqi tanks rolled into Irbil, 
residents shuttered their windows and stayed inside. They kept their 
heads down, and Saddam Hussein’s most serious military foray since 
the 1991 Persian Gulf War ended the very day it started. 

The parliament building showed the clearest signs of Saturday's 
attack, staged to oust Kurdish rebels fighting for an independent 
homeland in northern Iraq and to leave in control Kurds willing to 
cooperate with Baghdad. 

The Iraqi flag waved. Two anti-aircraft guns perched on the roo 
Ten armed Iraqis patrolled outside. 

Saddam’s attack was a direct hit, driving out the Patriotic Uni 
of Kurdistan, or PUK, with efficiency. Only PUK buildings were 
scarred by new bullet markings. And Irbil residents said Iraqi tanks 
€ attacked only the PUK trenches surrounding the city, leaving its 
center - and most of its civilians _ unharmed. 

“Yesterday, Saddam’s soldiers knocked on my door asking for 
food,’ said 66-year-old Dawud Abdullah, an unemployed Kurd. ** They 
had dinner with us and they left. No bad treatment.’’ 

Aside from the soldiers guarding the parliament building, the 
Iraqi tanks and truckloads of troops were gone Tuesday. 

But their campaign to oust the PUK seemed to continue. 

At the outskirts of this newly calm city, heavy shelling echoed 
from the south, where PUK rebels fled and where guerrillas with the 5 
Baghdad-allied Kurdistan Democratic Party followed. Most likely, 

Iraqi soldiers followed, too. The KDF guerrillas have no tanks and 
few heavy artillery, so the powerful booms heard Tuesday could have 
come only from Iraqi weapons. 

Iraqi troops stormed Irbil after the Kurdistan Democratic Party 
asked for help ousting the PUK. Both groups want an independent 
Kurdish area that would include northern Iraq. But while the KDP is 
willing to negotiate with Saddam’s government, the PUK has allied 
itself with Iraq’s archrival, Iran, in its push for total 
independence. 

The Iraqi attack Saturday drove PUK forces to Sulaymaniyah, the 
second biggest northern Iraqi city after Irbil. 

On Tuesday, trucks loaded with KDP fighters made long convoys 
heading south. *‘We will attack Sulaymaniyah tonight, God willing,’’ 
said «a KDF guerrilla who refused to give his name. 

Most shops remained closed and windows shuttered, but streets 
buzzed with traffic and pedestrians. Strong winds filled people’s 
eyes with dust in the 1@4-degree heat as they bought vegetables and 
chunks of meat from outdoor vendors. 
|) Irbil was almost back to normal, when just the day before some 
4@-S@ Iraqi tanks and perhaps 15 trucks of Iraqi soldiers had 
occupied the city, resident Hiwa Hikmat Sahin said. 

Some KDP officials said artillery damaged a hydroelectric dam, 
causing the power failure. Others said the rival Kurdish group was 
controlling the dam and was not allowing electricity. 

The Iraqi flag over the parliament building replaced the flag o 
the Patriotic Union. The PUK’s television station was now in the 
hands of the Kurdistan Democratic Party, although the power failure 
prevented broadcasts. ; 

A KDP fighter said that 70 guerrillas from his group were kille 
during Saturday’s strike, but civilian casualties seemed to be low. 
Residents said there were few, if any, civilians killed. 

The hundreds of women and children lined up in front of the 
Rizgari hospital gate waited not to hear about injured relatives but 
to fill empty buckets with water. 

“They fight each other,’’ Abdullah, who dined with Saddam's 
soldiers the night before, said of the rival Kurds. He said the 
propeller of a hand-launched rocket fell in his garden Saturday, but 
no one was injured. ‘‘There were clashes in the streets, but if you 
stayed home, you did not get hurt.?’ 

Caught in the middle of the rebel groups, he and other Irbil 
residents expressed a certain indifference over which group gains 
control. 















“*Metually, I do not care which rules,’’ Abdullah said. ** They 
all the same. I just want to work and feed my two daughters ... 

Saddam can rule and I don’t care.?" 

An elderly woman agreed. 

*“*I am always scared each time there is a new fighting,’’ Rabia 
said, sitting in her wheelchair at home. **But what can I 

S, one goes, over and over.’’ 
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“As Troops Withdraw From Northern City, Refugees Tell of Offensive < 
‘Ede: KECASTS and UPDATES with color, details from northern Iraq, 
Talabani quotes, INCORPORATES material from US-Iraq and 
Gulf-Lrag-Oil. ¢ 
“With Kurds-Rivalries. ¢ 
“AP Fhoatas MYI91-192, HERIGL, BAG < 
“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 

SALAH AD-DIN, Traq (AFD — As Iraqi troops pulled back from the 
northern Kurdish city of Irbil on Monday, refugees who fled to a 
nearby town described the bignest offensive by Saddam Hussein’s army 
since the Persian Gulf War. 

““It was very frightening. Koom here, boom there. Taka-taka-tak 
We were scared to death,’’ said Sabira Hamid Hursid, who fled with 
her four children to Salah ad-Din, 35 kilometers (2@ miles) 
northeast of Irbil. 

Iraqi troops did not allow reporters to approach Irbil, where 
they were pulling out on Monday, leaving their Kurdish allies in 
control, 4 

But U.N. workers there told The Associated Press that there wer 
still LIragi tanks in fields five to ten kilometers (three to six 
miles) outside the city. A U.S. administration official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said the withdrawal was not significant. 

White House press secretary Mike MeCurry said Saddam must not y 
unchallenged. The 26,@@@ U.S. troops in the Persian Gulf region were 
on high alert, and Gen. John Shalikashvili, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, traveled to Saudi Arabia and Jordan. Saudi Arabia 
agreed to cooperate in any U.S. retaliatory action, Saudi sources 
said on condition of anonymity. 

The offensive prompted the United Nations to delay its plan to 
let Iraq resume limited oil sales despite sanctions. On Monday, oil 
prices in Europe jumped sharply on the news; U.S. markets were 
closed for Labor Day. 

Saddam’s troops stormed Irbil, the main city in the 
U.S.-protected Kurdish ‘‘safe haven’’ in northern Iraq, on Saturday. 

The Kurdistan Democratic Party had asked Iraq for help in dislodging 
the rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

Both groups want an independent Kurdish area that would include 
narthern Iraq, but the KDF is willing to work with Saddam’¢ 
government in exchange for greater autGnomy, while the FUK will 
accept only independence and has allied itself with Iraq’s 
archrival, Tran. 














In Salah ad-Din _ a stronghold of the KDF _ guerrillas celebrat 
their victory Monday by parading through town and showing of f 
captured artillery. 

As a military truck tawed two anti-aireraft guns dawn a street, 
KDF fighters sat atop the weapons and shouted jubilantly, raising 
their machine guns above their heads. 

Few refugees came to Salah ad-Din; those who arrived said most 
the others had fled to FUK-centrolled areas and beyond. 

*“*Hundreds, maybe thousands, fled Irbil,’”’ Hursid said, **mosti 
to Iran.?? 

She and her four children, ages & to 14, stood on a sidewalk on 
the road from Irbil to Salah ad-din after fleeing on Sunday. 

““*I saw many people dead,’’ she said. “‘My husband was also 
killed. I ran out with my children, fearing for our lives. I don’t 
knaw where we will go.’’ 

There was no power in the town, and the nighttime streets were 
dark except for the headlights of military trucks. Same local 
officials said a hydroelectric dam had been damaged by artillerys 
others said the rival FPUK had control of the dam and had cut their 
electricity. 

FUK leader Jalal Talabani called on Western nations to retaliat 
against Iraq for the offensive in Irbil. 

“Saddam Hussein must be punished and must pay the price of the 
crimes which he committed inside Irbil,’? Talabani told The 
Assaciated Press by satellite telephone from northern Iraq. 

The spokesman for the rival KDP, Sami Abdurrahman, said his par 
had sought Iraq’s help only after Inanian troops had moved inte 
northern Iraq to help the PUK. 

“Gur tival has sided with Iran,’ Abdurrahman said at a news 
conference in northern Iraq. “‘Iranian troops had been attacking our 
positions.’7? 

Abdurrahman criticized the United States for failing to end FUK 
attacks against his fighters. The Kurdish safe haven in northern 
Iraq was carved out by the U.S.-led forces to protect the Kurds from 
Saddam’s military after rebels mounted a failed rebellion aygainst 
KRaghdad in 1991. 
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With 8C-ITraq~Kurds 
Ky The Associated Press 

A brief recent history of the Iraqi Kurds: 

1928 ~- Treaty of Sevres, which carved up the Ottoman Empire 
after World War I, calls for the creation of a Kurdish state. But 
the plan collapses and the Kurds are split, mainly among Iran, 

Iraq, and Turkey. 

1931 - Ahmad Barzani, grandfather of current Kurdistan ‘ 
Democratic Farty leader Massoud Barzani, launches rebellion against 
Iraq. He is eventually defeated. : , 

1961 ~ Mustafa Barzani, father of Massoud Barzani, starts a new 
cound of armed resistance against T[raqi cule that lasts for 14 
years. 

1984 ~ Iraqi President Saddam Hussein launches scorched-earth 
campaign against Kurds. Thousands are killed in poison gas attacks. 

1991 ~- In March, shortly after Iraq’s defeat in the Gulf War, 
Kurdish guerrillas seize several key towns in northern Iraq. 

Baghdad crushes the rebellion, sending some 2 million Kurds fleeing 
to Iran and Turkey. Thousands die of exposure in the mountains. The 
United States, Britain and France establish a "safe haven" for 
Kurds in northern Iraq. 

1992 - In May, the first elections for a Kurdish assembly leave 
Massoud Barzani’s KDP and Jalal Talabani’s Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan in a dead heat. 

1994 ~ The two main Kurdish factions begin battling each other, 
leaving about 2,800 dead before the United States mediates a 
fragile cease-fire in August 1995. 

1996 - On Aug. 17, the main Kurdish rivals resume fighting one 
another. On Aug. 31, the Iraqi army sends thousands of troops inte 
northern L[raq and captures Irbil, the main city, handing it over to 
the KDF, 
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U.S. Slams Cruise Missiles Into Iraq for Kurdish Attacks 

Ede: RECAST&S and UPDATES throughout with more on targets, no more 
strikes appear planned, no French or British help, background on 
1993 attack, other details. Clinton statement expected 8 a.m. EDT 
(1200 GMT) 

By SUSANNE NH. SCHAFER 

AP Military Writer 

WASHINGTON {AFD - The United States unleashed dozens of cruise 
missiles at military targets in southern Iraq early Tuesday, 
fulfilling a promise to punish Saddam Hussein for attacking Kurds 
in a U.N.-designated safe zone in northern Iraq. 

Air Force B-Se bombers and two Navy ships in the Guif launched 
between 36 to S@ missiles at air defense targets in the military 
operation, said several military officials who spoke on condition 
their names not be used. While the British and French help enforce 
the U.N. no~fly zones in Iraq, they did not take place in the raid, 
the officials said. 

One senior military officer said further strikes would depend 
Upon damage assessments and whether Saddam would ease his attacks 
on Kurdish strongholds north of the 36th parallel. 

"The whole idea is to teach him that agyression doesn’t pay, 
that there will be a cast and he will lose very real military 
assets if he continues to violate international norms," the 
official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said. ~ 

Tuesday’s strike appeared to be the only attack to be mounted ~ 
at least for the moment ~ a second Pentagon official said. "The 
next step will be up to Saddam." 

The strike came after a hectic weekend mix of election 
campaigning and international diplomacy as Clinton readied military 
and econamic steps anainst Saddam. And it was not the first time 
Clinton had crossed swords with Saddam. In 1993, Clinton ordered 
U.S. warships to fire 24 Tomahawk cruise missiles at intelligence 
headquarters in Baghdad in retaliation for an assassination plot 
against former Fresident Bush. 

Targets struck inside Iraq on Tuesday included surface-to-air 
missile sites, radar installations and command~and-controal 
installations, the senior military officer said. Mo sites in 
Baghdad were targeted, he added. 

Clinton planned a statement Tuesday morning, followed by a 
briefing at the Pentagon with Defense Secretary William Perry and . 
Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Joseph Kalston. 

Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole quickly issued a 
statement declaring: "I stand foursquare behind our men and women 
in uniform. I have every confidence in their professionalism and 
commitment to fulfill their duties. They should know that the 
thoughts and prayers of every American ~ for their safety and 
successful completion of their mission ~- are with them." 

However, in a jab at Clinton, Dole also said he hoped "this 
development marks the beginning of decisive action by the United 
States to curtail the power of Saddam Hussein, and the end of his 
defiance of the international community and of his atrocities 

i in Iraq." 

















In London, the Kritish government said it "fully supports the 
unequivocal message to Saddam Hussein that repression of innocent 
civilians and reckless acts of brutality are unacceptable." 

Pentagon officials disclosed the strike ahout 380 minutes after 
air raid sirens sounded in Kaghdad, saying only that “at the 
direction of the president, the Department of Defense has launched 
cruise missiles ta attack selected air defense targets in Iraq." 

Barely 15 minutes after the Pentagon said the strike had begun, 
the senior military official said it was over, and that every 
missiles intended to be launched had heen sent on their way. 

Normally, it takes several hours - and sometimes days - for a 
full assessment of target strikes by using spy planes or satellite 
reconnaissance. 

Asked if any U.S. planes had been hit or other losses incurred 
during the operation, the senior military officer said: "There 
were no initial reports of anything having gone awry." 

The B-Ses that took part in the attack had been sent to the 
Dracitic island of Guam over the weekend. The Air Force uses the 
AGE-86B air~-launched cruise missile. 

Two U.S. Navy ships in the Fersian Gulf ~ the destroyer USS 
LaBkoon and the cruiser USS Shiloh - launched Tomahawk cruise 
missiles in the strike, a Fentagon official said. 

Roth types of cruise missiles are able to follow terrain ta 
their targets, and allow pilots or ships to fire their weapons from 
hundreds of miles (kilometers) away. 

The U.S. military strike came after it appeared Iraqi troops 
were not pulling back from their original point of attack, the 
Kurdish city of Irbil, as Clinton had demanded. 

Also, the Iraqis were shelling the town of Chamechamal and 

appeared ta be preparing toa attack it. They also appeared to be 
continuing their move towards Sulaymaniyah, a senior Pentagon 
afficial said. 

On Manday, White House press secretary Mike MeCurry accused 
Saddam of “unjustified behavior" in attacking the Kurdish safe 
havens in the North and warned the actions would not be 
"“caost-free." The State Department advised Americans to leave Iraq 
immediately. ; 

MNeCurry said the United States had evidence Saddam’s troops were 
moving deeper into Kurd-controlled areas. He gaid it appeared 
Saddam's objective was Sulaymaniyah, an administrative center for 
the Kurdish area. 

There also was evidence that Iraqi troops were hunting down and 
killing political opponents in the areas they were seizing. 

On Monday, Clinten spoke by phone with French Frresident Jacques 
Chirac on U.S. plans involving Iraq, McCurry said. 

An administration official said the assault on Irbil was deemed 
by the United States a violation of U.N. Resolution 688 prohibiting 
Saddam from oppressing his people. 
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Turkey Hints at Strike on Kurdish Kebels in Morthern Iraq 

ANKARKA, Turkey (AF) - Turkey signaled Wednesday that it plans to 

end troops into northern Iraq ta block Turkish Kurdish rebels from 

taking advantage of the latest turmoil in the region. 

The rebels, who belong to the Kurdistan Workers Party, FKK, keep 
bases in northern Iraq and stage hit-and-run attacks inside Turkey 
as pact of their fight for autonomy. 

"Intelligence reached us that the PKK massed at our border. We 
have to stop the infiltrations and maintain our security,” Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller told reporters. "Necessary measures will be 
taken,” she added. 

Nee. Ciller refused to answer questions. Kut her remarks 
indicated that the Turkish military troops were likely ta launch a 
oross border raid. 

"There is no ongoing operation now,” Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Omer Akbel said. 

Akbel said Mrs. Ciller’s remarks must be "treated as a warning 
to terrorists." 

"We respect Iragqg’s territorial integrity and political unity,” 
he added. 

& Iraqi Kurds have maintained a de-facto state in northern Iraq 
since the end of the Gulf war under the U.S.-led allied protectian 
force. 

President Clinton ordered air strikes against Iraq after Saddam 
Hussein sent in troops against the Kurdish-cantrolled city of 
ivbal. 

Turkish traaps have stepped up operations in southeastern Turkey 
aver the past few days. An official statement said 69 PKK rebels 
were killed in several clashes mostly near the northern Iraqi 
border, 

The larnest offensive was launched last year when Turkey 
dispatched 30,000 soldiers inside northern Iraq for a five-week 
operation. 

(sh-za) 
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Iraqi Flan Flies Over FParliament Guarded by Traqi Soldiers in 
Irbil 

Ede: Associated Fress reporter Yalman Onaran was one of the first 
journalists to reach Irbil after weekend fighting. ; 

Ky YALMAN ONAKAN 

Associated Press Writer 

IKRBIL, Iraq (APD ~ Iraqi soldiers guarded the Parliament 
building Tuesday and victorious Kurdish guerrillas patrolled the 
streets while the boom of shellfire echoed outside the city 
captured aver the weekend by Saddam Hussein. 

With most shops shuttered, the Kurdish residents of the city of 
L million lined up for water and purchased daily necessities like 
tamatoees, peppers and ennplants in open bazaars and from street 
vendors. Big chunks of meat hung in the open-air buteher shops. 

The wind filled customers’ eyes with dust as 4@C (164 F) heat 
baked the streets. Clad in baggy pants of a plain, thin material 
and lonn-sleeved shirts, the people of Irbil filled teahouses to 
treat themselves to sweet drinks and company. 

The city had neither power nor water. Visible damage seemed 
limited to buildings abandoned by the [ran-backed Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan. A guerrilla with its Iraqi-backed rival, the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party, said his faction’s dead totaled 7@. 
Civilian casualties were unavailable, but there was no unusual 
bustle at hospitals. 

Kegidents said there had been no clashes since Saturday. The 
fighting between the two Kurdish rivals had moved south. 

Fram the outskirts of Irbil, the largest city in the 
U.S.-imposed no-fly zone in northern Iraq, tons of heavy shelling 
eould be heard from the south. 

There was no sign of Baghdad troops surrounding the city. Iraqi 
tanks were no longer in sight, and truck convoys loaded with KDP 
fighters were heading south. 

"We will attack Sulaymaniyah tonight, God willing,” said one 
KDF guerrilla. 

The PUK, driven from Irbil, retreated Saturday to Sulaymaniyah, 
the second biggest city in Iraqi Kurdistan. 

Forty to S@ Iraqi tanks and perhaps 15 trucks carrying Iraqi 
sQldiers left Irbil on Monday, said Hiwa Hikmat Sahin, a resident 
of the Sduburban Shukka Ishan district. 

Iraq’s deputy prime minister, Tariq Aziz, said troops completed. 
their withdrawal from the Irbil region on Tuesday, several hours 
before the U.S. gent missiles streaking toward Iraq. 














Azizy denied Baghdad planned toa attack other areas in Kurdistan, 
telling CNN that U.S. and rebel claims that Iraqi forces were 
maving on other cities in the Kurdish region were "totally 
baseless." ea ee —— 

The U.G. oardered the strike in retaliation for Saddam’s assault 
on Irbil on Saturday, Saddam’s biggest military foray since the 
L991 Gulf War. 

‘Residents said few, if any, civilians were killed in Saturday’s 
strike. 

"They finht each other,” said 66-year-old Dawud Abdullah, 
interviewed at his two-room house. "There were clashes in the 
streets, but if you stayed home, you did not get hurt.” Abdullah 
did note that the propeller of a hand-launched rocket fell in his 
garden Saturday. No one was injured. 

Hospital officials could not be questioned about the injured, 
but there was little activity at Irbil’s two major hospitals. The 
KDE fighter said 7@ guerrillas from his side were killed. 

Instead af queuing up te hear about injured relatives, hundreds 
of women and children holding empty buckets crowded at the Rizgari 
hospital nate, waiting to net water. It was a common scene all 
around town, where there has been no running water or electricity 
since Saturday. ¢ 

Some KDF officials said a hydroelectric dam was hit by artillery 
and damaged, causing the power failure. Others said the rival PUK 
had control of the dam and was not allowing power to flow. 

The victorious KDP took over the rival faction’s television 
station but cauld not resume broadcasting for lack of power. 

The city bore few sinns of heavy fighting. Only PUK-related 
buildings were spattered with bullet holes. Some were darkened by 
fires started by small rockets. Others had broken windows. With no 
traffic Linhts working, police directed cars on the streets. 

While Irbil has the air of a major city, it has few high rises, 
by Western standards. Only a few 1@- to 1i@-story buildings show in 
its silhouette. Families living in the back streets squeeze into 
one~raam shanties without plumbing. 

Ten Lraqi soldiers armed with machine guns guarded the 
Parliament buildinn, where two anti-aircraft guns had been placed 
atop the roof. An Iraqi flag replaced the PUK banner that had flawn 
overhead. Iraqi flags have been scarce in the Kurdish-controlled 
region since the establishment of the U.N.-protected zones in 1991. 

Feaple said the new bosses were treating them well. 

"I do not care which rules. They are all the same. I just want 
ta work and feed my twa daughters,” said Abdullah, a maintenance 
man who says he’s been jobless for three years. 

"Yeaterday, Saddam's soldiers knocked on my door asking for 
food. They had dinner with us and they left. No bad treatment," 
Abdullah said. "Even Gaddam can rule and I don’t care." 

~His indifference reflected the mood of Irbil residents caught 
between tival rebel groups. 

“"T am always scared each time there is a new fighting," said 
Rabia Musa Kadir, an elderly woman seated in a wheelchair in her 
home. "But what can I da? (ne cames, ane goes, over and aver.” 
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Chronology of Key Events of Gulf War and Aftermath 

Eds: RETRANSMITTING from previgus cycle te CORRECT first two items 
occured in 1998 instead of 1991 

With US-Iraq 

Ry The Associated Press 

1996 

Aug. @ ~ Iraq invades Kuwait. 

Aug. 7 ~ United Nations imposes sanctions on Iraq, which 
devastate economy. They are still in force. 

1991 

Jan. 17 ~ U.G.«-led coalition launches air war against Iraq. 

Feb. 826 - Allied troops take control of Kuwait after 140-hour 
ground war. 

Feb. @&8 ~- Cease-fire announced. 

March @ — Shiite Muslims in southern Iraq, followed by Kurds in 
north, rehel against Gaddam Hussein’s rule. Iraqi army crushes both 
revolts. But Kurds, protected by the allies, take control of large 
swath of the north. 

& Sept. @23 ~ U.N. weapons inspectors find documents detailing 
Iraq’s nuclear weapons program and say Iraq was close to building a 
bomb. 


1992 

Aug. 27 ~ “Na~fly zone" imposed over southern Iraq to stop air 
attacks on Shiite Muslim rebels. United States and its allies begin 
air patrols, which continue. 


1993 

Jan. 7 ~- United States says Saddam moved surface-to-air missiles 
into southern Iraq. Baghdad refuses to remove them. Allied 
warplanes attack Iraqi missile sites and warships fire cruise 
missiles at nuclear facility near Baghdad. 

April 14 ~ One day before former President George Hush was to 
arrive in Kuwait, 14 arrests made for plotting to assassinate himg 
Washington says plot organized by Iraqi intelligence. 

June @7 - U.S. warships fire 24 Tomahawk cruise missiles at 
intelligence headquarters in Baghdad in retaliation for 
assassination plot. By Iraqi count, eight people die. 


1994 

Get. 7 ~- Iraqi troops move south toward Kuwait. President 
Clinton dispatches carrier group, 54,488 troops and warplanes to 
Gulf. Iraqis pull back. 


1995 

Ed Aug. & ~ Hussein Kamel al-Majid, who headed Iraq’s secret drive 
to build weapons of mass destruction, defects to Jordan with his 
brother and their wives, both of whom are daughters of Saddam. 
Al-Majid vows to topple Saddam. ; 


1996 

Jan. 6 - Saddam decrees economic austerity measures for Iraq to 
cope with soaring inflation and widespread shortages caused by U.N. 
sanctions. ’ ; 

Feb. 20 ~ Kamel returns to Iraq after providing the United 
Nations and the United States information about Iraq’s arsenal, how 
Saddam tried ta avoid Security Council resolutions and how Saddam’s 
government was organized. He is killed shortly after returning. 

May @@ - Iraq reaches deal with United Nations to sell dirs 2 
billion in oil for 1880 days to buy food and medicine. 

Aug. 41 ~ In the face of U.S. warnings, Saddam sends tanks, 
troops and helicopters into northern Iraq, capturing a key city 
inside the Kurdish "safe haven" protected by U.S.-led forces. 

Sept. @ - U.S. ships and airplanes fire dozens of cruise 
missiles at military targets in a stated move to punish the Iraq 
military and discourage it from following Saddam. 
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Clinton Wanted Allies’ Support, But Was Prepared To Go It Alane 
Edes RECAPS pys with new 1@th graf to ADD new missile strikes 
With US-Iraq 

By BARRY SCHWETD 

AM Diplomatic Writer 

WASHINGTON (AF) - When the calls and cables went out around the 
world over the weekend, President Clinton had already made up his 
mind. Iraq must be punished - severely. 

And while the president and his top advisers would have 
preferred a stronner show of support from allies than the missile 
attack on Iraq mustered, there was no cajoling. In fact, the United 
States would have gone it alone - if need be. 

And it would again, judging by the harsh statements Tuesday by 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher and other American officials. 
"Qur response must be and will be forceful and immediate," 
Christopher said, denouncing Iraqi president Saddam Hussein as an 
unyielding threat to his people, his neighbors and to stability in 

the Middle East. 

As it turned out, Britain, Germany, Canada, Japan and a few 
others reygistered public support following the cruise missile 
assault. Many others, led by Russia and France, registered 
reservations ~- and disapproval. 

"The government of Russia considers the American military 
operation an unacceptable reaction to the latest events in northern 
Iraq," an official government statement said in Moscow. 

French Foreign Minister Herve de Charette said dialogue between 
Iraq and the Kurds is "the only way to contribute, by a political 
solution, to the return to calm and stability in Iraqi Kurdistan." 

Ik Egypt and Syria, which sent 55,660 troops to fight Iraq in 1991, 
predicted the U.S. attack would only worsen the plight of Iraqis, 

whe are suffering under U.N. sanctions imposed when Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in 1998. 

Balanced anainst such displeasure were strong public statements 
from British Prime Minister John Major, who defended the United 
States as completely justified in firing 27 missiles at military 
targets, and several other government leaders who coneur in the 
Anerican gavernment’s contempt for Saddam Hussein. 

In what the Pentagon described as a “mop-up" operation, the 
United States said Tuesday night it had fired 17 more missiles at 
Iraqi air defense sites because critical targets weren’t destroyed 
in the first raid. 

Kritain shares with the United States responsibility for 
maintaining a no~-fly zone over northern Iraq to protect the Kurds, 
long a target of Baghdad’s wrath and, according to State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Burns, the target of an extermination campaign 
hy Gaddam five years ago. an ap eee aD ay a6 F 




















France also shares that responsibility, sa its exception to 
Clinten’s decision rattles the fragile alliance. 

Christapher, on a trip previously arranged, will try to repair 
the damage Thursday in Paris over lunch with Foreign Minister Herve 
de Charette and in a call on President Jacques Chirac at the Elysee 
Palace. ; 

Rurns confidently offered assurances that "the international 
coalition is intact," and diplomatic sources said France had 
neither opposed nor supported the decision when Christopher spoke 
with de Charette by telephone over the weekend and Clinton called 
Chirac before ordering the attack. 

Clinton did not seek Chirac’s advice, said the sources, who 
declined to be identified. He had also made the decision ta strike 
at Iraq, but he also said he would welcome French support, U.S. - 
sources said. 

France contends that Saddam did not violate the no~fly zone when 
he sent tanks, troops and helicopters into northern Iraq on 
Saturday and that Iraq’s territorial integrity should be observed. 

Israel’s foreign ministry expressed its support for the U.S. 
action, nebting that "Israel is the only state in the region which 
is directly threatened by Iraq." 

Russia and the Arabs are key dissenters. Like the French, 
though, Moscow was told the attack would proceed whatever Russia’s 
reservations. The United States asked for understanding, and for 
diplomatic pressure on [Iraq to relent in its drive in the Kurdish 
Teqian. 

In the Arab world, only Kuwait, liberated from Saddam’s 
occupation by a U.S.-led coalition in 1991, expressed public 
support for the U.S. assault. Privately, however, Saudi Arabia did 
not object, the U.S. official told The Associated Press. 

The Saudis ~ who met over the weekend with Gen. John 
Shalikashvili, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff - alsa 
supported the U.S. proposal to expand the no-fly zone in southern 
Iraq. However, for fear of embarrassment, they asked the United 
States not to fly its planes from Saudi territory. 

"They pointed out the obvious, what we already know, which is 
that we had alternatives, and they would prefer we use the 
alternatives," said Fentagon spokesman Kenneth EKacon. 

However, they made it clear that the United States could fly 
from Saudi territory in the future to maintain the na-fly zone. 

The Saudis’ cautious public demeanor is well known to U.S. 
administrations that look to the oil-rich kingdom as a moderating 
force in the Arab world. 

"What one hears in private is aften dramatically different from 
what one hears in public," said Burns, an Atahbic-speaker with 
diplomatic experience in the Middle East. 
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Second Missile Attack Clears Way for Wider U.S. Air Patrols Over 
Lraq 

Edes KRECASTS throughout with details, Clinton comments, opinion 
poll. CHANGES byline. ADDS photo numbers. Lead planned following 
Fentagan briefing, scheduled for 7:1@ a.m. EDT (1116 GNT) 

AM Fhoetes WX1@1,1¢42 

By LAWRENCE L. KNUTSON 

Associated Press Writer : 

WASHINGTON (AR) - Gaying its initial strike fell short, the 
United States launched a second missile attack against Iraqi 
air-defense targets Wednesday. 

It was described as a "mop-up operation" to make sure U.S. 
warplanes may patrol unchallenged over an expanded "“no~fly" zone. 

The White House said the new attack with 17 sea-launched cruise 
missiles ~ the second in 24 hours ~ was needed to obliterate 
targets not destroyed in the initial U.S. operation Tuesday morning 
against Saddam Hussein’s defenses. 

Press Secretary Mike MeCurry said the second attack also was 
necessary "to ensure the safety of aircraft and crews operating in 
the expanded no~fly zone" over southern Iraq. The intent was to 
reinforce the buffer between Saddam’s air force and oil-rich Kuwait 
and Gaudi Arabia, officials said. 

The United States was ready to begin enforcing the new exclusion 
zone for Iraqg’s air force Wednesday at noon Baghdad time. There 
were no immediate indications that Saddam planned any retaliatory 
moves. 

An administration official said cloud cover Tuesday over Iraq 
made it impossible to determine the extent of damage from the first 
attack, sa in order ta ensure that the air-defense sites were 
pe ee cree. the second strike was ordered. 

"This is what we would call a mop-up operation,” Pentagon 
spokesman Ken Bacon said. 

The Defense Department confirmed Iraqi reparts of five Iraqi 
deaths from the first attack, but Bacon rejected claims by Iraqi 
officials that a missile struck a housing complex. 

The two attacks followed Saddam’s blondy assaults on the 
Kurdish-coantralled city of Irbil in the North. 

Speaking shortly before the second burst of missiles was 
launched, resident Clinton said the military response was aimed at 
ending "a broad pattern of violence and recklessness by Saddam 
against the Kurds, anainst other ethnic minorities, against Iraq’s 
neighbors." 

Addressing a cheering audience at a meeting of the Mational 
Guard Association, Clinton said: 

"Gur Objectives «a. are limited, but our interests are clears . 
To demonstrate once again that reckless acts have consequences. Toa 
reduce Gaddam’s ability toa strike out again at his neighbors. To 
increase America’s ability to par ci future acts of violence and 
aggression." 














MNeCurry said later that Saddam’s troops near the Kurdish 
strangheld of Irbil in narthern Iraq were on the move, hut said: 
"We don’t see any indication of a buildup that would indicate a 
strike or offensive intention, but we’re still analyzing." 

France, Gpain, Russia and China objected to the first attack, 
and Saudi Arabia refused to allow Saudi-based U.S. planes to take 
part in the assault. But HKritain, Germany and Japan applauded 
Clinten’s action. 

Clinten announced after the initial cruise missile attack that 
the air exclusion zone would be expanded about 74 miles (116 kms) 
further north, to the Sard parallel. That would take it to the 
suburbs of Bagdad, where a defiant Saddam ordered his armed forces 
ta shoot down any foreign aircraft in Iraqi airspace. 

With the presidential election just two months away, MeCurry 
quickly volunteered that the president had instructed aides to 
ignore the political impact of the decision to attack Iraq. 
Military actions often produce a rally~round-the-flag response 
among Americans that benefits the president, particularly when 
there are no U.S. casualties. 

Early indications were that the public supported Clinton’s moves 
against Saddam. Seventy-three percent said they approved of the way 
Clinton was handling the situation, and nearly eight in 16 
Americans approved of the first missile attack, according to an ABC 
News poll released late Tuesday. 

Late Tuesday, Republican presidential nominee Bob Dole, who has 
been critical of Clinton’s policy tawards Iraq, reiterated his 
support for the U.S. forces. But he added: 

"We must await further information to determine not only the 
success of this action in a military sense, but its success in 
FE accomplishing the larger goals the United States must achieve in 
iraq.” He included among those goals the withdrawal of Iraqi 
troaps from the Narth and release of Kurdish prisoners, as well as 
a halt to interference by Tran and Iran in the dispute between 
rival Kurd factions. 

In the initial assault Tuesday, American warships standing off 
Iraq, augmented by a pair of B-S2 bombers, fired 27 
satellite-qguided cruise missiles at radar and air-defense targets 
in southern Iraq. 

In the second attack, an additional 17 cruise missiles were 
fired from three U.S. Navy ships and one submarine located in the 
Gulf. . 

The sea-launched eruise missiles were fired from the destroyer 
USS Russell, the destroyer USS Hewitt, the quided missile destroyer 
USS Laboon and the submarine USS Jefferson City, all in the Gulf. 
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A Defiant Saddam Could Force sas aie U.S. Attacks 
An AP News Analysis 
By DONALD M. ROTHBERG 
AP Diplomatic Writer 

WASHINGTGN (AFP) — In the deadly Gulf chess game, it’s Saddam 
Hussein’s move. A tactical retreat buys him time. Defiance forces 
President Clinton ta choose from options riskier than firing 
missiles at Iraq from a distance. 

“This episode isn’t really over," said James a. Baker III, who 

was secretary of state during the Gulf War. "We're going to have 
) to do other things, and are we going to have the coalition with 
us?" 

When Gaddam probes, he tests not only U.S. resolve, but the 
endurance of the coalition of nations that defeated him in 1991. 

That broad international coalition formed after Iraq occupied 
Kuwait is showing signs of wear. Although they fought alongside the 
United States to farce Iraq out of Kuwait, Egypt and Syria 
criticized Tuesday’s U.S. missile strike on military facilities in 
southern Iraq. 

France, a U.S. partner with Britain in the coalition that 
enforces the “no-fly" zones for Saddam’s air force over northern 
and southern Iraq, refused to back the U.S. action. So did Russia. 

"Tt think it’s very clear to us here in Washington this morning 
that the international coalition against Saddam Hussein is 
intact," insisted Nicholas Burns, State Department spokesman. He 
suggested that some of the critics were privately pleased by the 
strike against Iraq. 

That theary could well be tested in the coming days and weeks. 
ecretary of State Warren Christopher was leaving Wednesday on a 
tape i scheduled trip to Europe that includes stops in Kritain, 

France and Germany. Iraq is certain to be discussed. 

Despite the bombing, no one expects Saddam to throw up his hands 
and give in to demands that he stop threatening his neighbors and 
persecuting Traqi Kurds. In the past, when the Iraqi leader has 
pulled back, it was only to fight or probe another day. 

In a speech from the White House, Clinton said Saddam’s army 
remained in the Kurdish city of Irbil, despite claims it was 
withdrawinn. Defense Secretary William Perry said Iraqi forces were 
moving toward two other Kurdish towns. 

Saddam alsa declared his forces would no longer observe the 
eoalition-imposed no-fly zones. 

If Lraqi forces don’t halt their aggression against the Kurds, 
and if his antiaircraft batteries fire on planes enforcing the 
no-fly zones, what’s the response from the United States? And will 
other nations support it? 

Clinton has no shortage of advice. 

"If he doesn’t move those tanks from north of the 36th 
(parallel) we ought to give some consideration to taking out some 
of those tanks with smart bombs, laser-guided munitions," Baker 

aid. "But, of course, you do put some pilots at risk when you do 
hat." “ 

Sen. Dick Lugar, a senior member of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, advocated an intensive air campaign against Iraq. 

"We have an ample opportunity, while we are at it, to seek out 
the elements of Saddam’s military power and to destroy as many of 
them through air strikes as we can, and we ought to do so 
systematically and comprehensively," Lugar said. 

Richard Haass, a Middle East expert on the National Security 
Couneil in the Bush White House and now director of foreign policy 
studies at the Brookings Institution, warned that the situation in 
northern Iraq was complicated. 

"There are a lot of people in the region who don’t mind seeing 
Iraq hit some Kurds," Haass said. As for criticism that Clinton 
could have done mare to prevent the situation from reaching this 
point, Haass said, “It’s hard to know what more could have been 
done. In the past we've learned that Saddam tends to discount our 
warnings." 

One of the complicating factors is that the current crisis in 
northern Iraq resulted from the rivalry between Kurdish factions. 
One group has backinn from Iran, and the other invited Saddam to 
come to its aid.» 

Sen. Phil Gramm supported the U.S. air strike but cautioned 
against getting involved in the Kurdish internal struggle, saying 
the United States had no inherent interest in it. 

EDITOR’S NOTE ~— Donald M. Rothberg covers foreign policy for The 
Associated Fress. 
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Allied Force Moves Military Center From Northern [raq 

EDS: UPDATES with quotes from European Command, NGOs leaving 
northern Iraq, ADDs reaction from Iraqi Kurdish rival groups, ADDS 
byline 

By ZEYNEP ALEMNDAR 

Associated Press Writer 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD - The U.S.-led air force protecting Iraqi 
Kurds pulled its military coordination center out of northern Iraq 
aon Tuesday. 

"In view of the heightened tension, they thought it was 
becaming unsafe to stay there," said U.S. Air Force Capt. Michael 
Shavers, a spokesman at Incirlik Air Kase in southern Turkey. 

But others believed the move was done to protest an Iraqi 
Kurdish group’s alliance with Baghdad against a rival Kurdish 
faction. Saddam Hussein’s forces began moving against the faction 
last week and the United States responded Tuesday with cruise 
missile strikes on Iragi targets. 

U.S. Army Maj. Lou Boone, European command spokesman in 
Stuttgart, Germany, told The Associated Press that President 
Clinton gave the order for the withdrawal of, the military 
coordination center (MCC) in cooperation with ather members of the 

lilied force. 

Twenty-one soldiers ~ American, Turkish, French and Kritish ~ 
moved from Zakho to the Turkish town of Silopi, about 14 kilometers 
(six miles) from the border, said Shavers. 

Boone said the private aid agencies were offered safe passage 
into Turkey. "They' can stay if they take their own risks," Boone 
added. 

The coordination center oversees the work of private aid 
agencies in northern Iraq. It also monitored the needs of Iraqi 
Kurds, who set up a semi-autonomous state following the 1991 
Persian Gulf War. The allied warplanes protecting the region are 
hased at Incirlik. 

& There are dozens of private aid agencies in northern Iraq. 

Turkish governments have long supported the idea of maving the 
center ta Turkey, but Washington had been firmly against it. 

Turkey had concerns that the private aid groups were helping 
Turkish Kurdish rebels fighting for autonomy from bases in northern 
Itaq. 

A Western diplomat, speaking on condition of anonymity, said the 
mave appeared to be a result of the Kurdistan Demoeratic Party’s 
cooperation with KBanhdad anainst the rival Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan. 

The Kurdistan Democratic Party, KDP, is in control of the parts 
of northern Iraq near the Turkish border, ineluding Zakho. 

Shavers told The Associated Press that the coordination team 
would stay at Silopi “for the foreseeable future." 

"It is a temporary relocation. Options are open," Kaone said. 
He did not eloborate. 

Safeen Dizayhee, the KDF spokesman here, criticized the NCC’ s 
withdrawal from northern Iraq. "For months, we have been telling 
Americans about the Iranian aetivities but they have turned the 

E: deaf ear," Dizayhee said. "If they’re trying to penalize KDP, it 
ig not the right way to da it." 
(fd) 
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Security Council To Consider Iraqi Sanctions Tuesday 

Eds: UPDATES threughout with Kurds asking for protection, Clinton 
comment on oil-for-food plan. 

Ky RORERT H. REID 

Associated Press Writer 

UNITED NATIONS (AFD ~ The northern Iraqi city of Irbil was 
reported quiet Tuesday after Iraq withdrew tanks and troops from 
the city, but frightened Kurds in another area are begging U.N. 
officials for protection, a U.N. spokesman said. 

The United States requested the Security Council meet later 
Tuesday to discuss developments in Iraq after President Clinton 
unleashed 27 cruise missiles against targets in southern Iraq 
following Iraqi attacks on Irbil. 

The iS-member cauncil had been scheduled to meet to renew 
economic sanctions against Iraq, imposed after the 1994 invasion of 
Kuwait. But deputy U.S. Ambassador Edward Gnehm said he asked that 
the agenda be expanded to discuss other developments in the crisis. 

The deal, which had been expected to go into effect this month, 
would allow Iraq to sell dirs @ billion worth of oil every 188 days ~ 
to buy food and medicine for its people. 

But President Clinton said the United States would block the 

lan "until we are sure these humanitarian supplies can actually 
get to those who need them." 

The oil-for-food plan is a U.N. rather than a U.S. program. But 
opposition by the United States or any of the other four permanent 
Security Council members could effectively block its 
implementation. 

In a’briefingn to reporters, U.N. spokesman Sylvana Foa said U.N. 
staff in Irbil reported that the city was quiet and returning to 
normal three days after the Iraqi incursion. 

"The shaps are open, people seem to be going about their 
business as usual," Foa said. "Gue U.N. personnel in Irbil say 
that it appears to them that all (Traqi) tanks and troops have 
withdrawn fram the city. We da not know what is going on in the 
rest of the zone." 

She said residents of Sulaymaniyah, the second-largest city in 
the region after Irbil, were "nervous." 

"Yesterday, there was a demonstration in front of the U.H. 
offices in Sulaymaniyah, a couple of windows were broken, people 
were asking for protection,” she said. There were no reports of 
fighting near the city, she added. 

Foa said the U.N. World Food Program had suspended some of their 
humanitarian operations in northern Iraq because of fighting 
between rival Kurdish factions. 

Slre said some major roads in the area had been closed. 

"They bring in all the food for the whole country including 
central and southern Iraq from Turkey," Foa said. “3o if the 
roads in the north are affected by fighting, it could affect their 
ability to bring food into the entire country." oF cs 

Iraq accepted the oil-for-food plan June 2@, and it had been 
expected to go inte effect within weeks. The plan stipulates that 
about dirs 115 million worth of supplies purchased with oil 
revenues be earmarked for Iraqi Kurds. 

U.N. officials cited instability in northern Iraq and the safety 
of U.N. employees in deciding to delay sending out 14 oi1 monitors f 
and 32 customs officials. Their presence is necessary for the 
oeil-for-feod deal to take effect. 

In a statement after the U.S. attack, U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali said he was "concerned over the impact of 
the latest events, which clearly will adversely affect the 
implementation of programs for humanitarian assistance." 

"The secretary-neneral hopes that tensions will quickly subside 
so that we can get on with our work of alleviating the suffering 
which affects all segments of the Iraqi population,” the U.N. 
statement said. 
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Oil-For-Food Deal May Become Casualty of Iraq Crisis 
Withs US-Iraq, Traq-Kurds Z 

Ky ROBERT H. KEID 

Associated Press Writer 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) ~ ITraq’s imminent return to world oil 
markets after six years of crippling sanctions appears to have 
hecome a casualty of the latest crisis sbetneek the United States 
and Saddam Hussein. 

Last week, U.N. Secretary-General HKoutros Koutros-Ghali was on 
the verge of giving the final go-ahead for [raq to resume oil sales 
under an anreement Baghdad accepted last June after rejecting it 
for years. 

Then, Gaddam sent his troops into the northern Kurdish city of 
Irbil. The United States responded by firing cruise missiles at 
iraqi military targets on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

e Presidernt Clinton then served notice that, for the time being, 
the "oil-for-food"” deal is on hold. 

"Until we are sure these humanitarian supplies can actually get 
to those who need them, the plan cannot go forward, and the Iraqi 
government will be denied the new resources it has been 
expecting," Clinton said. 

Even before the U.S. attack, Boutros-Ghali announced Sunday he 
was delaying the arrival of 46 U.N. persennel out of concern for 
their safety. The personnel were to monitor sales of Iraqi Gil and 
the distribution of.food and medicine purchased with the profits. 

Those monitors must be in place in Iraq before oil sales can 
resume. 

U.N. diplomats interpreted Clinton’s statement as a sign that 
Washington would use its considerable influence to prevent Iragi 
sales until the Americans believe the crisis in northern Iraq is 
over. 

Under the plan, Iraq can export dirs 2@ billion worth of oil toa 
buy food and medicine. Iraq has been barred from selling oil under 

@.. N. sanctions impased after BRaghdad invaded Kuwait in 1996. 

Republican presidential nominee HKob Dole has criticized the 
oill-for~food plan as a reward to a dictator. 

But the prospect that the plan might be shelved set off alarm 
bells among the Russians, French, Turks and others eager to see 
Iraq resume exports. 

Unless it can resume exparts, Iraq cannot resume paying off huge 
debts to Russia and France. Turkey claims the sanctions have cost 
it dirs #6 billion in lost revenue from trade with Iraq. 

Still U.N. officials admit it will be difficult to implement the 
plan as long as northern Iraq remains unstable, since Irbil was to 
have been a major hub for distributing food in the north. 

U.S. officials insist they are not trying to serap the 
oil-for-feed agreement and point out the United States helped draft 
the plan in 1991. 

"It is a statement of facts there is a new situation on the 
ground," deputy U.S. Ambassador Edward Gnehm said. "It is simply 
inevitable that the United Mations must look at what has been 
agreed to to insure that the ... food and humanitarian gonds go to 
the people who deserve it." 
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US Resumes Overflights of Southern Iraq After Two Missile Strikes 
Ede: Combines previous, ADDS byline. Edits to trim. 

ne Photes WX1@1,162 

By LAWRENCE L. KNUTSON 

Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON CAR) - Admitting its initial strike fell short, the 

flnited States launched a second missile attack against Iraqi 

ir-defense tarnets. The Fentagon said the two missile strikes had 
"sufficiently reduced” the risk to allied pilots, who began 
patrollinn the enlarged no-fly zone early Wednesday. 

All told, 44 cruise missiles were fired against 15 sites, all in 
southern Iraq. The second round, late Tuesday night, was described 
as a "mop-up operation" against four of the sites. 

"If there was any doubt at all" about whether the targets had 
been destroyed, “we thought it prudent to yo back with a 
restrike," said Air Force Gen. Joseph Ralston, vice chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. ’ 

Kalston said U.S. aireraft began surveillance of the expanded 
no~fly zone, which reaches to the suburbs of Baghdad, at @900 GINT. 
He took pains to add that French and British planes were also part 
of that operation. The French did not support the cruise-missile 
strikes, preferring instead more negotiations with Saddam Hussein. 

Still, Ralston said Saddam’s troops remained near Irbil, the 
Kurdigh enclave in northern Iraq. It was those forces which 
initially triggered U.S. involvement. 

"We believe that some force movement has taken place," the 

@revevar said. "The fact is that Iraqi divisions are still in the 
Vicinity. They are certainly in a position to influence Irbil." 

President Clinton’s deputy security chief, Sandy Berger, was 
cautious ahout whether the bombing was over. "I would not either 
rule in or rule out further strikes,” he said Wednesday on ARC, 

The Defense Department confirmed Iraqi reports of five Iraqi 
deaths from the first attack, but Bacon rejected claims by Iraqi 
officials that a missile struck a housing complex. 

The two attacks followed Saddam’s blandy assaults on the 
Kurdish~-controlled city of Irbil in the North. 

Speaking shortly before the second burst of missiles was 
launched, Fresident Clinton said the military response was aimed at 
ending “a broad pattern of violence and recklessness by Saddam 
against the Kurds, against other ethnic minorities, against Traq’s 
neighbors." 

Addressing a cheering audience at a meeting of the Mational 
Guard Association, Clinton saids 

"Gur objectives ... are limited, but our interests are clears 
To demonstrate once anain that reckless acts have consequences. To 
reduce Saddam’s ahility to strike out again at his neighbors. To . 
increase America’s ability to prevent future acts of violence and . 
agyressian." 

















: Pa 


a a 


France, Spain, Russia and China objected to the first attack, 
and Saudi Arabia refused to allow Saudi~based U.S. planes to take 
part in the assault. But Britain, Germany and Japan applauded 
Clinton’s action. 

Clinton announced after the initial cruise missile attack that 
the air exclusion zone would be expanded about 66 miles (95 kms) 
further north, to the 33rd parallel. That would take it to the 
suburbs of Bagdad, where a defiant Saddam ordered his armed forces 
to shoot down any foreign aircraft in Iraqi airspace. 

With the presidential election just two months away, McCurry 
- quickly volunteered that the president had instructed aides to 
ignore the political impact of the decision to attack Iraq. 

ilitary actions often produce a patriotic response among Americans 
that benefits the president, particularly when there are no U.S. 
casualties. 

Early indications were that the public supported Clinton’s moves 
against Gaddam. Seventy-three percent said they approved af the way 
Clinton was handling the situation, and nearly eight in 16 
Americans approved of the first missile attack, aceording to an ARC) 
News poll released late Tuesday. 

Late Tuesday, Republican presidential nominee Bob Dole, who has 
been critical of Clinton’s policy towards Iraq, reiterated his 
support for the U.S. forces. Kut he added: 

"We must await further information to determine not only the 
success of this action in a military sense, but its success in 
accomplishing the larger goals the United States must achieve in 
Iraq." He included among those goals the withdrawal of Iraqi 
troops from the North and release of Kurdish prisoners, as well as 
a halt.to interference by Tran and Iran in the dispute between 
rival Kurd factions. 

In the initial assault Tuesday, American warships standing off 
Be. augmented by a pair of B-Se bombers, fired 27 

gatellite-guided cruise missiles at radar and air-defense targets 
in southern Iraq. 

In the second attack, an additional 17 cruise missiles were 
fired from three U.S. Navy ships and one submarine located in the 
Gulf. 

The sea-launched cruise missiles were fired from the destroyer 
USS Russell, the destroyer USS Hewitt, the guided missile destroyer 
USS Laboon and the submarine USS Jefferson City, all in the Gulf. 


841158 Sep GT 














Ckurdishd 
APW YVYUYS1 Ra mmm Pilets Patrol Newly Expanded No-Fly Zon 09-604 4245p 


RC-Traq-Kurds, Sth Ld-Writethru, @915 

Pilots Patrol Newly Expanded No-Fly Zone After U.S. Strikes Iraq 
Again 

With US-Iraq 

Edge: LEADS threughout ta UPDATE with allied pilots begin patrolling 
axpanded no-fly zone, ADDS details, quotes from U.S. official. 
DELETES outdated material. No pickup. 

AP Phote LONIG@Ls AP Graphics IRAQ COMFLICT, US-LRAQG 

Ky WALEL FALEH 

Associated Fress Writer 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) ~ U.S. and allied pilots began patrolling the 

ewly expanded no~fly zone in southern Iraq Wednesday, just hours 
after the U.S. launched its second missile attack on Saddam 
Hussein’s air-defense system. 

Air raid sirens sounded at S23@ a.m. in Baghdad and wailed for 
two hours as the United States launched a “mop-up" attack, firing 
17 cruise missiles at air-defense targets in southern Iraq. The 
missiles were launched from U.S. ppiligg oe i and a submarine in the 
Gulf. 

Wednesday’s attack followed Monday’s firing of 27 cruise 
missiles and stern warnings from the Clinton administration ~ all 
in response to the Iraqi assault against Kurdish rebels in Irbil, 
the largest city in the northern Iraq’s U.S.-protected Kurdish 
enclave. 

Saddam has apparently mounted little defense to the U.S. 
attacks, despite his earlier bravado, but American officials said 
that Iraqi troaps Wednesday remained uncomfortably near Irbil. 

Iraq says the U.S. missile attacks have killed six people, five 
early Tuesday and one Wednesday morning. Saddam’s military forces 
reported 26 people wounded in the two attacks, but there was no 

ndependent confirmation. 

"The vengeful annressors have mounted a second attack," Traq’s 
armed forces said, claiming that Iraqi defenses shot down several 
missiles but some "struck military positions and population 
centers." 

American, British and French pilots were taking part in the 
allied air patrols over the no~-fly zone in southern Iraq, which 
beyan Wednesday at noon (@94@0 GMT), said Air Force Gen. Joseph 
Ralston. 

The newly-.expanded zone now takes the air patrols north to 
within 3@ miles (S5@ kms) of Baghdad, and puts two Iraqi airfields 
and a major training facility under the surveillance of allied 
forces. ’ 

Fresident Clinton declared Tuesday that the southern no~fly zone 
would be moved up from the 32nd to the 33rd parallel. With a 
similar zone in north, Saddam is not allowed to fly his warplanes 
over roughly half of Iraq. 
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“Like the initial strike, (today’s) attack is necessary to 

vsure the safety of aircraft and crews operating in the expanded 
no~fly zone," White House spokesman Mike MNceCurry said in : 
Washington. r ‘ = 

While the British supported the American missile attacks, 
France, with has lucrative business ties with the Iraqis, had 
Supperted more negotiations with Saddam. 

U.S. officials reported some movement Wednesday of Iraqi troops 
in the north, but Kalson, the vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, said the movement wasn’t enough to satisfy the Americans of 
an improved situation in the north. 

The official Iraqi News Agency said Saddam summoned his air 
defense commanders to a meeting. 

"The fact is that Iraqi divisions are still in the vicinity," 
Kalston said Wednesday in a news conference. “They are certainly 
in a position to influence Irbil." 

Baghdad's main government newspaper, the daily Al-Jubmhouriya, 
claimed Wednesday that a U.S.-burlt pilotless plane was shot down 
in seuthern Traq Tuesday. It was not possible to confirm the 
report. . 

Clinton ordered the strikes in response to Saddam's weekend 
assault on Kurdish rebels in Irbil. Some 45,000 Iraqi soldiers and 
380 tanks captured the main city in the U.S.-declared Kurdish safe 
haven in northern Iraq before withdrawing this week. 

Saddam, in a national television address Tuesday, ridiculed the 
no-fly zones and ordered his troops to ignore them. "From now on, 
pay no attention to damned imaginary no~fly zones," he said. 

The zones were created after the 1991 Gulf War to protect Kurds 
in the north and Ghiite Muslims in the south from the wrath of 
Saddam’s military. 

U.S. officials said Tuesday’s attack hit surface-to-air missile 
sites and radar installations near the Tallil air base in 
southwestern lrag, the Euphrates River city of Nasiriyah, 
al-Iskandariyah and al~-Kut. 

Iraq's deputy prime minister said Tuesday that the American 
attack was unjustified, saying Saddam’s forces had withdrawn from 
Irbil “several hours" before the missile strikes. Tariq Aziz also 
derided U.S. claims that Saddam had violated U.N. Resolution 688, 
which prohibits the Iraqi leader from oppressing his people. 

"tT challenge the American administration (to say) upon what 
basis of international law ... this aggression was being 
Piustitied," Aziz told CNN. 

Kut U.&. and Kurdish rebel leaders said Iraqi forces had not 
withdrawn from Irbil before the attack, and fighting continued to 
the south and east toward Sulaymaniyah. 

In addition to the U.S. reprisals, Traq’s attack on Irbil also 
led the United Nations to suspend an oil-for-food deal with Iraq 
over the weekend. : 

Oi. prices climbed Tuesday in response to the attack. 

The United States and Britain tried to gather support in the 
Security Council for a resolution condemning Iraq but France and 
Russia opposed the measure. The council did approve a routine 
renewal of the econamic sanctions against Iraq, as expected. 
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Military Patrols Arrest 69 Iraqi Kurds On Kos 

EDs: updates with 4th graf explaining that arrests regular 
eccurrence, not thought to be related to Iraqi fighting 

KOS, Greece (AF) ~ Army and coast guard patrols on this eastern 
Aegean Sea island Wednesday arrested 69 Iraqi Kurds who had crossed 
the narrow strait from Turkey illegally. 

A coast guard patrol arrested 49 of them at 3.440 a.m. after 
approaching & motor launch that was sailing without lights near one 
of the island’s capes, the army’s general staff office announced. 

An army patrol later arrested another seven Iraqi Kurds in the. 
same area. At 6.38 a.m. another army patrol spotted 13 Iraqi Kurds 
who had been dropped off at another remote spot on the island's 
coast. 

Hundreds of people, mostly Iraqis, are regularly arrested while 
trying to ecross from Turkey into European Union member Greece. 
Nearly all are economic refugees seeking a better life in the West. 
Police said the fighting in northern Iraq has not apparently 
increased the number of people seeking to illegally enter Greece. 

{Llilegal immigrants are usually sentenced to a jail term of a few 
months and are deported. Those involved in smuggling them often yet 
stiff sentences of more than 1@ years. 

Greek officials last year arrested 1,496 illegal immigrants on 
Greek islands near the Turkish coast, out of a total of 9,590 
caught entering from Turkey from various points. 

From 1992 to 1995, 22,906 illegal immigrants came from Turkey, 
with &, 361 of them arrested on Greek islands. 
nik 
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QOil-For-Food Deal May Become Casualty of Iraq Crisis 
Ede: LEADS with 9 orafs to UPDATE with British support of delay on 
oil-for-food delay, Russia saying it will veto resolution to : 
condemn Iraqi action. 

y ROBERT H. REID 
Associated Press Writer 

UNITED MATIONS (AFD ~ Iraq's imminent return to world oil 
markets after six years of crippling sanctions appears to have 
become a casualty of the latest crisis between the United States 
and Saddam Hussein. : 

Last week, U.N. Secretary-General Boutros HKoutros-Ghali was on 
the verge of giving the final go~ahead for Iraq to resume oil sales 
under an agreement Baghdad accepted last June after rejecting it 
for years. 

Then, Saddam sent his troops into the northern Kurdish city of 
Irbil. The United States responded by firiny cruise missiles at 
Iraqi military targets on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

resident Clinton then served notice that, for the time being, 
the "“oil-for~-food" deal is on hold. 

"Until we are sure these humanitarian supplies can actually get 
to those wha need them, the plan cannot go forward, and the Iraqi 
yovernment will be denied the new resources it has been 
expecting,” Clinton said. 

Kritain’s deputy U.N. ambassador Stephen Gomersall agreed. "A 
return to the status quo is indeed a prerequisite for the 
implementation of the (plan)," he said. 

Even before the U.S. attack, Boutros-Ghali announced Sunday he 
was delayinn the arrival of 46 U.N. personnel out of concern for 
their safety. The personnel were to monitor sales of Iraqi oil and 
the distribution of food and medicine purchased with the profits. 

These monitors must be in place in Iraq before O11 sales can 
TESUMe. 

Beitain has proposed the Security Council condemn Iraq’s 
incursion and demand an immediate tronp withdrawal from the north. 
Russia said Wednesday it would veto the resolution, which did not 
mention the U.S. missile attacks on southern Iraq. 

U.N. diplomats have interpreted Clinton’s statement as a sign 
that Washington would use its considerable influence to prevent 
Iraqi saies until the Americans believe the crisis in northern Iraq 
is over. 

Under the plan, Iraq can export dirs 2 billion worth of oil to 
buy food and medicine. Iraq has been barred from selling oi1 under 
U.N, sanctions imposed after Baghdad invaded Kuwait in 1994. 

Republican presidential nominee Bob Dole has criticized the 
oil~for-foacd plan as a reward to a dictator. 

But the prospect that the plan might be shelved set off alarm 
bells amonn the Russians, French, Turks and others eager to see 
Iraq resume exports. 

Uniess it can resume exports, Iraq cannot resume paying off huge 
debts to Russia and France. Turkey claims the sanctions have cost 
it dirs 26 billion in lost revenue from trade with Iraq. 

Still U.N. officials admit it will be difficult to implement the 
plan as long as northern Iraq remains unstable, since Irbil was to 
have been a major hub for distributing food in the north. 

U.S. officials insist they are not trying to scrap the 
oil-for-feed agreement and point out the United States helped draft 
the plan in 1991. 

"tbe is a statement of facts there is a new situation on the 

round," deputy U.S. Ambassador Edward Gnehm said. "It is simply 
inevitable that the United Mations must look at what has been 
agreed to to insure that the ... food and humanitarian yqoods go toa 
the people wha deserve it." 
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“we have lost total control of irbil. now, the if¥aqi tanks are 
controlling irbil. they have vacated a district called 
where office of U.N. is. But inside and in surrounding areas there 
are stills more than 25@ iraqi tanks.’? 

*“I don’t know how many soldiers there are.’" 

‘*This is only a propaganda fabrication by saddam hussein to 
aveid any kind of punishment but (the reports that troops have left) 
is not true’’. 

“saddam hussein must be punished, and must pay the price of hi 
crimes which he committed inside irbil.’* he didn’t elaborate. 

‘““there is no iranian troops in irbil neither inside nor on the 
berder, this is a lie fabricated by saddam hussein. 

‘my wife, Here, has been taken as hostage by Barzani, I dan’t 
knew where she is.7? 

““there are members of kurdish parliament inside erbil, they we 
arrested by barzani forces. today dr fuat mahsoun, prime minister of 
regional government of kurdistan was arrested. 7? 

““Iraqi troops and barzani mercenaries have looted thousands o| 
houses, they destroyed the building of Iraqi National Congress, the 
Turcoman party buildings were looted, the communist party building 
vas destroyed. Shops were looted.’ 

““They are going to turn irbil into a new Kuwait’’. 

““there still is shelling, iraqi government is shelling from 
Khoshtapa, the village of distana and that area. ”’ 

‘we are intending to defend our places and prepare ourselves 
against a counter-attack against the iragi army, not against 
dpbils? * 

best ryds, 

ankatra~ sf 
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Q1i1-For-Food Deal May Become Casualty of Iraq Crisis 
Eds: UFDATES with comment by UN official, trims. 

By ROBERT H. REID 

Associated Fress Writer 

UNITED NATIGNS (AP) ~ Traq'’s imminent return to world oil 
markets after six years of crippling sanctions appears to have 
became a casualty af the latest crisis between the United States 
and Saddam Hussein. 

Last week, U.N. Secretary~General Koutros Koutros-Ghali was on 
the verge of giving the final go-ahead for Iraq to resume oil sales 

under an anreement Baghdad accepted last June after rejecting it 
for years. : 

Then, Saddam sent his troaps into the northern Kurdish city of 
Irbil. The United States responded by firing cruise missiles at 
Iraqi military targets on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

President Clinton then served notice that, for the time being, 
the “oil~for-food" deal is on hold. 

"Until we are sure these humanitarian supplies can actually get 
to those who need them, the plan cannot go forward, and the Iraqi 
government will be denied the new resources it has been 
expecting," Clinton said. : 

Britain’s deputy U.N. ambassador Stephen Gomersall agreed. "A 
return to the status quo is indeed a prerequisite for the 
implementation of the (plan)," he said. ; 

Even before the U.S. attack, Boutros-Ghali announced Sunday he 
was delaying the arrival of 46 U.M. personnel out of concern for 
their safety. The personnel were to monitor sales of Iraqi oil and 
the distribution of food and medicine purchased with the profits. 

Those monitors must be in place in Iraq before o11 sales can 
TESUME « 

U.N. diplomats have interpreted Clinton’s statement as a sign 
that Washington would use its considerable influence to prevent 
Iraqi sales until the Americans believe the crisis in northern Iraq 
is over. ’ 

"In @ neutral worid, yes, the oil-sale could go ahead without 
U.S. support,” said Shaukat Fareed, a member of the U.N. Steering 
Committee to implement the oil sale. 

"But you must realize that all the deals will go through the 
(Security Council) sanctions committee and anyone can block the oil 

eals when they come through," he said. The United States and 
Britain are members of the sanctions committee. 

Under the plan, Iraq can export dirs @ billion worth of oil to 
buy food and medicine. Iraq has been barred from selling oil under 
U.N. sanctions imposed after Baghdad invaded Kuwait in 1998. 

Republican presidential nominee Bob Dole has criticized the 
oil-for~foed plan as a reward to a dictator. 

But the prospect that the plan might be shelved set off alarm 
bells among the Russians, French, Turks and others eager to see 
Iraq resume exports. 

Unless it can resume exports, Iraq cannot resume paying off huge 
debts to Russia and France. Turkey claims the sanctions have cost 
it dirs &6& billion in lost revenue from trade with Iraq. 

Still U.N. officials admit it will be difficult to implement the 
plan as long as northern Iraq remains unstable, since Irbil was to 
have been a major hub for distributing food in the north. 

U.S. officials insist they are not trying to scrap the 
oil~for-food agreement and point out the United States helped draft 
the plan in 1991. 

"It is a statement of facts there is a new situation on the 
ground," deputy U.S. Ambassador Edward Gnehm said. "It is simply 
inevitahle that the United Mations must look at what has been 
agreed to to insure that the ... foad and humanitarian goods go to 
the people who deserve it.” 
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Bisntins Leaves Kurds and Aid Groups Vulnerable 
Ky YALMAN ONARAN ; 
Associated Press Writer 

DAHUK, Traqg (AP) ~ Aid groups are pulling out of this northern 
town for safety reasons, and the Kurdish civilians left behind say 
they feel more vulnerable than any time since the 1991 upheaval 
following the Gulf War. 

Dahuk, S@ kilometers (36 miles) across the border from Turkey, 
has been a key center for relief organizations since Kurdish 
refugees flooded northern Traq during a failed uprising by Kurdish 
rebels in the weeks after the Gulf War. 

But Western aid groups have been pulling out since President 
Saddam Hussein’s army launched an attack Saturday against one 
Kurdish faction in Irbil, about 12@ kilometers (75 miles) to the 
southeast. . 

"We have been surviving with the help of the U.M. and the aid 
groups," said Nazar Suleyman, a teacher in Dahuk. "Now we will be 
left with nothing.” 

"Kids come ta class just to pick up U.N. handouts," Suleyman 

antinued as she tended to her 4-month-old son. "My family 
depended of the handouts too. I don’t know what will happen now." 

The area became even less secure Tuesday when the U.S.-led 
Nilitary Coordination Center pulled out of Zakho, a town just on 
the Iragi side of the border with Turkey. 

"Tf the NCC leaves, Saddam will strike us again," said Sahwan 
Berooli, a young trader in Dahuk, a city of 744,004. 

With the United States firing missiles into southern Iraq on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, there were fears that the MOC, made up of 21 
soidiers from the United States, Rritain, France and Turkey, could 
become a taryet. 

The Iraqi army has been allied with a Kurdish faction, the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party, which controls the towns in the region, 
including Zakho and Dahuk. 

"We are worried ahout our security a great deal," said a 

urdish man who works for the U.S. aid group Morthwest Medical. "I 
want ta find a way out myself before Saddam comes," said the man, 
who. refused to give his name. 

The Americans working for the group left Iraq via Turkey on 
Tuesday. Three American employees working for the U.3. yovernment 
relief ornanization, Anency for Foreign Disaster Assistance, also 
left Tuesday. 

"We are in an uncertain situation," Askem Ali, an Iraqi 
working with AFDA. "We don’t know what to do." 

The U.S. government has advised Americans living in Iraq to 
leave. There were same 4@ Americans working for 1@ aid 
organizations, and they accounted for most of the U.S. citizens 
believed to be in Iraq. 

There are some 7@ international groups operating in the Kurdish 
region, most of them from Western countries. Some have decided to 
stay despite the heightened tensions. 

"Of course we are worried about our security,” said Graham 
Kent, deputy director of the British group 4Ks. “Hut we are a 
humanitarian organization and we have a job to do here." 
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“Fighting Leaves Kurds and Aid Groups Vulnerable< 
“Ry YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 

DOHUK, Traq ‘APD — Aid groups are pulling out of this northern 
town for safety reasons, and the Kurdish civilians left behind say 
they feel more vulnerable than any time since the 1991 upheaval 
following the Gulf War. 

Dohuk, S@ kilometers (3@ miles) across the border from Turkey, 
has been a key center for relief organizations since Kurdish 
refugees flooded northern rag during a failed uprising by Kurdish 
rebels in the weeks after the Gulf War. 

Rut Western aid groups have been pulling cut since President 
Saddam Hussein’s army launched an attack Saturday against one 
Kurdish faction in Irbil, about 126 kilometers (753 miles) to the 
southeast. ri 

““We have been surviving with the help of the U.N. and the aid 
groups,’ said Nazar Suleyman, a teacher in Dohuk. **Now we will be 
left with nething.*" 

““Kids come to class just te pick up U.M. handouts,’’ Suleyman 
continued as she tended her four-month-old son. ““My family depended 
on the handouts too. I don’t know what will happen now.’?’ 

The area became even less secure Tuesday when the U.S.-led 
Military Coordination Center (MCC) pulled cut of Zakho, a town just 
on the Iraqi side of the border with Turkey. 

““If the MCC leaves, Saddam will strike us again,’” said Sahwan 
Kerooli, a young trader in Dohuk, a city of 706,600, 

With the United States firing missiles into southern Iraq on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, there were fears that the MCC, made up of 21 
soldiers from the United States, Britain, France and Turkey, could 
become a target. 7 

The Iraqi army has been allied with a Kurdish faction, the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party, which controls the towns in the region, 
including Zakhe and Dohuk. 

““We are worried about our security a great deal,’* said a 
Kurdish man who works for the U.S. aid group Northwest Medical. °*°T 
want to find a way out myself before Saddam comes,’’? said the man, 
who refused to give his name. : 

The Americans working for the group left Iraq via Turkey on 
Tuesday. Alsa, three U.S. employees working for the U.S. government 
relief organization, Anency for Foreign Disaster Assistance, also 
left Tuesday. 

“*“We are in an uncertain situation,’’ Askem Ali, an Iraqi worki 
with AFDA,. “‘We don’t know what to doa.’? 

The U.S. government has advised all Americans living in Iraq to 
leave, though the their were only a handful to begin with, most of 
them working for international aid groups. 

There are some 70 international groups operating in the Kurdish 
region, most of them from Western countries. Some have decided to 
stay despite the heightened tensions. 5 

““Of course we are worried about our security,’’ said Graham 
Kent, deputy director of the British group 4Rs. **But we are a 
humanitarian organization and we have a job to do here.’’ 
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“Turkey No Longer Same “Staunch Ally’ Washington Used to See<¢ 
“Ry ZEYNEP ALEMDAR= 
“Associated Press Writer= 
ANKARA, Turkey (AFD _ In Washingteon’s eyes, Turkey used to be a 
“staunch ally’’ that opened its airbases to U.S. jetfighters 
fighting Iraq in the Gulf War. 

Six years later, with an Islamic-inspired prime minister in 
office, Turkey appears less willing to cooperate with the United 
States on such missions. 

Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan, who had criticized the past 
U.S. offensives on Iraq, remained aloof from the latest U.S. strikes 
against Baghdad. 

U.S. officials ignored Erbakan as well, bypassing him during th 
exchange of diplomatic notes about the latest developments. They 
chose te deal with the pro-Western foreign minister, Tansu Ciller, a 
former head of government whose party is the junior partner in he 
yoverning coalition. 

Erbakan has made no statements reflecting the overnite 
position and refused to answer questions from journalists. 

But Abdullatif Sener, the finance minister and Erbakan’s close 
aide, apparently speaking on Erbakan’s behalf, criticized the U.S. 
offensive. 

*“The problems of a certain region must be handled by the 
countries which belong to that region,’*’ Sener told reporters 
Tuesday. *“*I de not think it is healthy for some countries to see 
themselves as the single resolver’? of problems. 

Sener’s remarks were softer than what his boss had said in the 
past. 

‘“‘We are saying to the Americans: ‘Go Home,’’"’ he said in 
Parliament after Turkey allowed a U.S.-led allied air force to 
operate out of Incirlik base in southern Turkey. The force was set 
up to deter attacks on the Kurdish semi-autonomous state in northern 
Iraq at the end of the Gulf War. 

’ Erbakan’s Welfare Party had organized rallies protesting Turkey 
pro-al lied policy during the Gulf War. U.S. flags were burned at the 
rallies. 

Nore than 70 fighter jets and bombers from Britain, France and 
the United States are still based in Incirlik, enforcing a no-fly 
zone above the 36th parallel. 

Although Erbakan has moderated his anti-West rhetoric since he 
came to power in June, his foreign policy was radical enough to 
irritate the allies. 

Erbakan made his first foreign trip to Iran last month and 
secured a dlrs 2@ billion oil deal with Tehran despite pleas from 
Washington. 

He dispatched two ministers to Iraq where they met with Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein, and two others to Libya. 

Following Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait six years ago, the late Fri 
Minister Turgut Ozal sided with Washington immediately, closing a 
joint oil pipeline even before the U.N. Security Council ordered an 
economic embargo against Baghdad. 

When Operation Desert Storm started, some U.S. jetfighters join 
it from Incirlik airbase, using it as a staging point for air { 
strikes against targets in northern Iraq. 

Washington had no requests this time to use Incirlik for 
airstrikes against Iraq, diplomats said. 

Although Mrs. Ciller said she would be on the phone with Clinto 
Tuesday, she later said she talked with U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Strobe Talbott. 

““Mes. Ciller’s presence in the cabinet facilitated the dialogu 
for Washington with Erbakan’s government,’? said Prof. Gunay Goksu 
Ozdogan, of Marmara University’s international relations department. 

Mrs. Ciller said on Wednesday that she had written to Clinton 
seeking measures to minimize Turkey’s financial losses from economic 
sanctions against Iraq. Turkey’s has lost dlrs 27 billion from the 
closing of the oil pipeline and halting of trade with Iraq. 

Turkey was upset by a U.N. decision to postpone the opening of 
the oil pipeline after Iraq’s military strike on Kurdish dominated 
northern Iraq over the weekend. 

{djw? 
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Turkey Na Longer Same GStaunch Ally Washington Used to See 
By ZEYNEP ALEMDAR 
Associated Press Writer n 

& ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — In Washington's eyes, Turkey used to be a 
staunch ally that opened its airbases to U.S. jetfighters fighting 
Iraq in the Gulf War. 

Six years Later, with an Islamic-inspired prime minister in 
office, Turkey appears less willing to cooperate with the United 
States on such missions. 

Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan, who had criticized the past 
U.S. offensives on Iraq, remained aloof about the latest U.S. 
strikes against Baghdad. 

U.S. officials ignored Erbakan as well, bypassing him during the 
exchange of diplomatic notes about the latest developments. They 
chose to deal with the pro-Western foreign minister, Tansu Ciller, 
a former head of government whose party is the junior partner in 
the governing coalition. 

Erbakan has made no statements reflecting the government’s 
position and refused to answer questions from journalists. 

But Abdullatif Sener, the finance minister and Erbakan’s close 
aide, criticized the U.S. offensive. 

"The problems of a certain region must be handled by the 

ountries which belong to that region," Sener told reporters 
Tuesday, apparently speaking on Erbakan’s behalf. "I do not think 
it is healthy for some countries to see themselves as the single 
resolver" of problems. : 
“Sener’s remarks were softer than what his boss had said in the 
past. k- 

"We are saying ta the Americans: *Go home,""’ he said in 
Parliament after Turkey allowed a U.S.-led allied air force to 
operate out of Incirlik base in southern Turkey. The force was set 
up to deter attacks on the Kurdish semi-autonomous state in 
northern Iraq at the end of the Gulf War. < ¢ 

peeeinaie cs: an eel tare anal. had organized rallies protesting 
Turkey's pro-allied policy during the Gulf War. U.S. flags were 
burned at the rallies. 

More than 7@ fighter jets and bombers from Britain, France and 
the United States are still based in [necirlik, enforcing a no-fly 
zone above the 36th parallel. ; 

Although Erbakan has moderated his anti-West rhetoric since he 
came to power in June, his foreign policy was radical enough to 
irritate the allies. 

Erbakan made his first foreign trip to Iran last month and 
secured a dirs 2@ billion oil deal with Tehran despite pleas from 
Washington. 

He dispatched two ministers to Iraq where they met with Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein, and two others to Libya. 2 

Following Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait six years ago, the late 
Prime Minister Turgut Ozal sided with Washington immediately, 
closinn a joint oil pipeline even before the U.N. Security Council 
ordered an economic embargo against Baghdad. 

When Cperation Desert Storm started, some U.S. jetfighters 
joined it from Incirlik airbase, using it as a staging point for 
air strikes against targets in northern Iraq. 

Washington had no requests this time to use Incirlik for 
airstrikes against Iraq, diplomats said. 

Although Mrs. Ciller said she would be on the phone with Clinton 
on Tuesday, she later said she talked with U.S. Assistant Secretary 
of State Strobe Talbott. 

"Nes. Ciller’s presence in the cabinet facilitated the dialogue 
for Washington with Erbakan’s government," said Gunay Goksu 
Ozdogan, an international relations professor at Marmara 

' University. | 

Mes. Ciller said Wednesday she had written to Clinton seeking 
measures to minimize Turkey's financial losses from economic 
sanctions against Iraq. Turkey has lost dirs 27 billion from the 
closing of the oil pipeline and halting of trade with [raq. 

Turkey was upset by a U.«N. decision to postpone the opening of 
the oil pipeline after Iraq’s military strike on Kurdish dominated 
northern Iraq over the weekend. 
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*Turkey To Establish Buffer Zone in Northern Iraq < 
“Ry ZEYNEFP ALEMDAR= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — The government will establish a buffer zo 
in northern Iraq to block Turkish Kurdish rebels from entering 
Turkey after the latest turmoil in the region, an official said 
Thursday. 

A high level government official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, told The Associated Press that the military was preparing 
ta set up the zone in mountainous terrain along the 331-kilometer ; 
{199- mile) border. 

The rebels, who belong to the Kurdistan Workers Party, PKK, kee 
bases in northern Iraq and stage hit-and-run attacks inside Turkey 
as part of their fight for autonomy. 

Turkish troops were expected to cross inte northern Iraq to 
attack rebel base before the zone was established. 

An intelligence official said there were some 2,506~-3,000 Kurdi 
rebels in northern Iraq operating from 12 bases. The official said 
five of the bases fell inside the proposed security zone. 

Heightened military activity was seen in the doutheauteeen regia 
with buses ferrying seldiers to locations along the border. 

The security zone would be as deep as 20 kilometers (12 miles? 
depending on the terrain. 

The government has notified its Western allies about the plan te 
avoid any misunderstanding, the official said, insisting that Turkey 
has ne designs on Iraqi territory. 

Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller also sent a letter to U.S. 
Fresident Clinton about it Tuesday; the official said. 

Mrs. Ciller signaled Turkey’s preparations for a military 
operation in northern Iraq on Wednesday. 

Iraqi Kurds have maintained a de-facto state in northern Iraq 
since the end of the Gulf war under the U.S.-led allied protection 
force. 

President Clinton ordered air strikes against Iraq after Saddam 
Hussein sent in troops against the Kurdish-controlled city of Irbil 
over the weekend. 

The security zone will not disturb Iraqi Kurdish civilian 
settlements, the official said. He did not disclose how many troaps 
will stay in the zone. 

The zone will be defended with heavy artillery and aircraft. 

The official refused to say when the plan would be put into 
effect, but it is expected to be within days. 

Turkey’s largest offensive was launched last year when Turkey 
dispatched 35,@0@6 soldiers inside northern Iraq for a five-week 
operation. 

Despite criticism from European countries, Washington. supported 
the operation, saying it was Turkey’s right to defend itself. 

More than 21,600 people have died in the Turkish-Kurdish fighti 
since 1984. 

{za-sh) 
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“hC-Kurds-Peace Talks¢ 
“Kurdish Faction Reports New Fighting, Opposes Peace Talks < 
*EDs: Contains material from story slugged BC-Iraq-Kurds. ¢ 
“Ry ALEX EFTY= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (APD _— One Kurdish faction reported renewed 
clashes in northern Iraq on Thursday, while a rival Kurdish group 
said its temporary alliance with the Iraqi army had ended. 

The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan said that Iraqi troops, 
accompanied by some 150 tanks, were attacking their positions in 
Restana, about 25 kilometers (15 miles) southeast of Irbil, the main 
Kurdish city in northern Iraq. 

The report, issued by the PUK'’s Washington office, could not be 
independently confirmed. U.S. military official have said that Iraqi 
forces remain in the area. Iraq, meanwhile, has said it withdrew all 
its troops from the northern region after a weekend offensive. 

‘*Heavy fighting continues between the Iraqi forces and Kurdish 
forces,’’ the PUK said. ‘‘It is certain that Saddam’s recent gains 
in Kurdistan have only emboldened his resolve to continue with his 
attacks on the Kurdish people.’? 

The PUK, which holds most of northeast Iraq, was driven out of 
Irbil last Saturday by President Saddam Hussein’s army and a rival 
Kurdish faction, the Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

The small town of Bestana is just a few kilometers (miles) nort 
of the 36th parallel, placing it in the northern no-fly zone 
patrolled by U.S.-led forces. 

Meanwhile, the KDF claimed it’s temporary alliance with the Ita 
army was over. 

Safeen Dizayhee, a spokesman for the Kurdistan Democratic Party, 
said his group “‘saw it as a legitimate right to ask for limited 
help?” from the Iraqi army. 

But Dizayhee, speaking in Ankara, Turkey, claimed the brief 
alliance was over. 

**‘It was a limited cooperation and it had no political meaning. 
ft is over. now,”” he said. 

‘However, he said the KDF reserved the right to call on the Iraq: 
army in the future. 

“‘If we feel the KDF’s security is undermined, we will take the 
necessary measures again,’’ he added. 

In a related development, the PUK rejected as meaningless an 
offer for peace talks by the KDF. 

KDF leader Massoud Karzani said Wednesday his side would be rea 
to attend U.S.-sponsored talks with the PUK in an effort to end the 
latest fighting. 

**Rarzani’s words don’t mean anything any more, he has become 
part of the Saddam regime,’? PUK spokesman Barham Salih said from 
Washington. “‘If (Barzani) is serious about what he says, he should 
denounce the Saddam regime.’’ 

Meanwhile, the Iraqi National Council, the umbrella association 
of Iraqi opposition groups, claimed at least 1,500 people, mostly 
Traqi Arabs, have been arrested by Iraqi secret police in the Irbil 
area. 












ss 


The group said it was extremely concerned about the lives and 
safety of these people. The reputation of Saddam’s (secret police) 
for fearsome brutality is well-known,’’ said the statement faxed 
from the group’s London office. 

The military action by the Iraqi forces prompted this week’s U. 
missile strikes against Iraq. The strikes were aimed at punishing’ 
Saddam for violating the Kurdish safe-haven region established in 
northern Iraq in the wake of the 1991 Gulf War. 

The two Kurdish factions have quarreled for decades and have 
basic policy differences. 

Karzani puts limited faith in Western promises to protect the 
Kurds and seeks a compromise settlement with Saddam that will give 
the Kurds a degree of autonomy. 

PUK leader Jalal Talabani argues that Saddam cannot be trusted 
and wants to continue a struggle for an independent Kurdish region. 

{ae-ygm) 
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Nuances Apparent In Criticism of U.S. Missile Strikes 
With US-Itag 

Ky G.G. LaBELLE 

Associated Press Writer 

CAIRG, Egypt ~ The United States came under strong criticism 
‘Wednesday from friends and foes for staging new missile attacks on 
iraq, @ven as President Bill Clinton insisted that the U.S. 
coalition was holding. 

Clinton asserted that Washington’s Arabs allies understand the 
reason for the air strikes against Saddam Hussein. "I don’t think 
it’s dead,” he said of the U.S. coalition against Saddam. 

But at least publicly, Arab responses have ranged from 
candennation to measured criticism - and silence from Saudi Arabia. 

Britain stalwartly supported Washington’s move to destroy Traqi 
air defense installations in response to Saddam’s troop 
intervention in the northern Iraq, where Kurdish factions have been 
fighting. 

France declared the U.S. affensive has “nothing to do" with 
Irag’s aggression in the 1991 Gulf war in which French forces 
battled alongside the United States to expel SGaddam’s forces from 
Qil-rich Kuwait. 

Kussia’s denunciation of the U.S. strikes echoed Cold War 
rhetoric. Foreign Minister Yevgeny FPrimakov decried "forces that 
want to set up a one-sided worid that would dictate terms to all 
others." 

in the Middle East, U.S. foes like Libya and Iran were harshly 
eritical of the American show of force. In moderate Jordan, the 
Chamber Deputies urged Arab states to unite against "American 
barbarism." 

Egypt, which receives dirs 2@.3 billion annually in U.S aid, 
refrained from condemning the attacks, but expressed strong concern 
about the effect of the new missiles strikes on the Iraqi people. 

While Saudi leaders made no public statements, government 
sources have said the monarchy supports Washington’s tough stand 
against Saddam. Still, the Pentagon conceded that the Saudis 
refused to allow U.S. warplanes based in the kingdom to launch the 
attacks. 

U.S. ships and aireraft fired 44 cruise missiles against 
military targets in Iraq on Tuesday and Wednesday, the Pentagon 
said. 

Clinton said the attacks were meant to end "a broad pattern of 
violence and recklessness by Saddam against the Kurds, against 
other ethnic minorities, against Iraq’s neighbors." 

But the ambiguity of the situation - Iraq was invited into the 
enclave by one Kurdish militia in its battle with another ~- has 
divided the United States from some of its allies. — pes 

"What happened in iraq today had nothing to do with what 
happened in 1990-1991 when Iraq had annexed its neighbor Kuwait in 
scandalous conditions," said French government spokesman Alain 
Lamassoure. 














Lamassoaure said his country’s reaction to the U.S. attacks was 
like "that of most of the international community" and .most 
"moderate Arab countries." 

FPrimakov, the Russian foreign minister, said his government 

‘would veto a proposed U.N. Security Council resolution submitted by 
Britain that would condemn Iraq’s incursion into the Kurdish 
enclave. 

He suggested the Eritish draft was one-sided, saying any 
resolution "should be universal. It should condemn the use of 
force and demand an immediate switch to a political solution." 

Trade ties, oil sales and territorial concerns are thought to 
figure in some governments’ responses to the U.S. attacks. 

-~Russia and France have sought to renew business with Iraq and 
@ase its isolation after the Guif War. Hoth have supported a U.N. 
plan allowing Iraq to sell dlrs 2@ billion in oi1 every six months 
to buy food and medicine - a plan in jeopardy after Saddam's 
Kurdish adventure. . 

~Iraqgi oii sales have been banned under a U.N. Security Council 
resolution since its 199@ invasion of Kuwait. The oil-rich states 
of Kuwait and Saudi Arabia would lose money if Iraq re-entered the 
Oil market and prices dropped. 

~Syrtia and Iran, both of which have Kurdish minorities like 
Iraq, have criticized the United States partly out of ecancern that 
the misside strikes could lead to the break up Iraq and formation 
of a Kurdish state on their borders. 

Nany Arabs share the belief that the U.S. attacks will add to 
the suffering of the Iraqi people while doing nothing to remove 
Saddam fram power. 

The Arab response to the U.S. air strikes is also colored by the 
view that the United States is pro-Israel and anti-~-Arab. 

Wednesday’s edition af Egypt’s leading government daily, 

Bai -anram, notes that America failed to intervene in recent weeks 
when bath Turkey and Iran sent troops into the Kurdish enclave in 
northern Iraq in an attempt to block resistance buy their own 
Kurdish minorities. 

Lutfi Wakid, a columnist with the Egyptian opposition Al-Ah1li 
newspaper, on Wednesday called the United States "the biggest 
bully in modern political life." He said Washington was quick to 

‘enforce U.N. resolutions against Iraq but did nothing to pressure 
Israel to accept resolutions calling for surrender of occupied Arab 
land in exchange for peace. 
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U.S. Attack Sends Saddam a Message, But Doesn’t Weaken Him 
With Traq-Kurds 

An AP News Analysis 

By GREG WYRE 

Associated Press Writer 

NICUGSIA, Cyprus (AFD ~ Saddam Hussein’s army attacked the Kurds 
in northern Iraq. So why did the United States respond with 
missiles and an expanded noa-fiy zone hundreds of kilometers (miles) 
away in the south? 

The Americans made clear they were not trying to clean up the 
mess in northern Iraq, a region where many armed groups are active 
and no one has more than partial control. 

In choesing a target, the Americans opted for Iraqi air defense 
systems in the south for at least three apparent reasons: 

~Reason No. 1: Quite simply, the Americans consider southern 
Iraq more important than the north. Iraq’s southern neighbors, 

Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, are major*oil producers with staunchly 
pro-American governments that favor tough action against Saddam. 

The Americans blasted Iraqi air defense systems in the south and 
pushed a southern no-fly zone from the 32nd parallel to the 33rd 
lie a line that runs only 5@ kilometers (30 miles) south of 

aghdad. 

As a result, it will be more difficult for Saddam to mobilize 
his army and send it south to threaten Kuwait or Saudi Arabia, two 
countries that can’t match Iraq’s military might. ; 

“Reason No. @: Northern [raq is a complete mess, and a U.S. 
strike there would have been filled with risk. 

The two main Iraqi Kurdish factions in the north have been 
quarreling on and off far decades, and they again came to blows on 
Aug. 17, ending a fragile cease-fire. : 

Iraq intervened on behalf af one faction, the Kurdish Democratic 
Party, alleging that archrival Iran was supporting the other 
Kurdish qeoup, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. That intervention 
sparked the U.S. attack. 

Northern Iraq is even mare volatile thanks to periodic attacks 
by Turkey, which pursues its own rebellious Kurds when they retreat 
into the rugged mountains across the border. 

Yet no one group has dominance, making the region extremely 
unstable. When Traq saw Tran meddling recently, Saddam apparently 
decided he could not let that pass without responding. But that in 

turn provoked the Americans. t 
e ~Reason Na. 3: U.S. relations with Turkey, a key NATO ally that 
berders northern Iraq, are sensitive at the moment. The new Turkish 
prime minister, Necmettin Erbakan, is an Islamic conservative, and 
the United States doesn’t want to risk pushing him away from the 
West. 

A U.S. attack in northern Iraq could easily ignite a much larger 
conflagration, thereby sending Kurdish refugees pouring into 
Turkey, as happened in 1991 after the Gulf War. : 

Turkey is already a bit touchy about having the U.S.-led forces 
patrollinn the no-fily zone over northern Iraq from bases in 
southeastern Turkey. 

In the U.&. calculations, hitting the north wasn’t worth the 
risk, even it that’s where Saddam’s army was active. 

The Americans declared the mission a success. But the latest 
U.S. confrontation with Saddam, like previous showdowns, has 
produced inconclusive results. : 

When the dust clears fram the latest fight, Saddam may have a 
bit less room to maneuver. But the Kurds will still feel 

vulnerable, and Gaddam will remain in full control of Iraq. 

b It seems almost inevitable that the cycle will begin again. 

EDITOR'S NUTE ~ Greg Myre is the AP’s Middle East news editor, 
based in Nicosia, Cyprus. 
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Turkey To Establish Buffer Zone in Northern Traq< 
*Eds: INSERTS foreign minister’s denial that incursion planned, Traqst 
Kurdish spokesman confirming Turkey’s plans, PKK reaction, ¢ 
“Ry ZEYNEF ALEMDAR= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey CAF) ~ The government will establish a buffer za 
in northern Iraq ta block Turkish Kurdish rebels from entering 
Turkey after the latest turmoil in the region, an official said 
Thursday. : 
A high level government official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, told The Associated Fress that the military was preparing 
to set up the zone in mountainous terrain along the 331-kilometer 
(199- mile) border. 

The rebels, who belong to the Kurdistan Workers Party, PKK, kee 
bases in northern Iraq and stage hit-and-run attacks inside Turkey 
as part of their fight for autonomy. 

Safeen Dizayhee, a representative of the Iraqi Kurdish oppositi 
group, the Kurdistan Democratic Party, which controls part of 
nerthern Iraq near the Turkish border, said the Turkish foreign 
ministry informed him about the plan Wednesday. 

‘‘We have been assured that it will not harm the civilian 
population, ’’ Dizayhee said. 

Dizakyee said Turkish soldiers would be stationed an Turkish 
territory “but they will be have the liberty to strike whenever 
they find it necessary.’ 

Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller denied a cross-border operation w 
planned. 

““What is on the agenda is not an operation. What is on the 
agenda is not to allow such (terrorists) infiltrations,’? Mrs. 

Ciller told reporters. 

Officials never disclose cross-border aperations in advance for 
security reasons. 

PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan issued a statement Thursday calling 
the Turkish Kurdish population to retaliate against any move by the 
Turkish army to invade, according to the pro-PKK news agency DEM. 

Turkish troops, 4th graf pvs. 
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“Turkey To Establish Buffer Zone in Northern Iraq < 
“Ede: UPDATES with gavernment saying Turkey stages air attack ¢ 
“Ry ZEYNEP ALEMDAR= 
“Assaciated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — Turkish jet fighters stayed strikes 
Thursday aon suspected Turkish Kurdish rebel bases in northern Iraq, 

A Foreign Ministry official said a “*limited’”’ air attack was 
earrcied out against the rebels, but gave no other details. 

After the latest turmoil in the region, the government was mavi 
to establish a buffer zone in northern Iraq to prevent the rebels 
fram crossing into Turkey. 

A high level, end graf 
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“MY Int, attn; Niko Price< 

*Turkey No Longer Same Staunch Ally Washington Used to See< 
“By ZEYNEP ALEMNDAR= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _ In Washington’s eyes, Turkey used to be a 
staunch ally that opened its airbases to U.S. jets fighting Iraq in 
the Gulf War. 

Six years later, with an Islamic~inspired prime minister in 
office, Turkey appears less willing to cooperate with the United 
States on such missions and more intent on protecting its own 
interests, including containing its own Kurdish rebels. 

The government declared a security zone in northern Iraq to blo 
Turkish Kurdish rebels from entering Turkey after the latest turmoil 
in the region, a senior foreign ministry official said Thursday. 

The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said the new 
‘status at the border’”’ has already gone into effect in the 
mountainous terrain along the 331-kilometer (199- mile) border on 
Wednesday. ¢ 

**We will make it practically impossible for the terrorists to 
eome in,’’ he said, referring to the rebels who have been fighting 
for awtonomy since 1984. More than 21,8000 people have died in the 
Turkish=Kurdish conflict. : 

Turkish jets also staged an air strike Thursday on suspected 
rebels camps across the border, the official said. 

The rebels, who belong to the Kurdistan Workers Party, known by 
its Kurdish initials PKK, keep bases in northern Iraq and stage - 
hit-and-run attacks inside Turkey as part of their fight for 
autonomy « : 

The official said the Turkish troops would launch cross-border 
raids or remain at certain strategic areas in northern Iraq to 
enforce the security zone. 

The official stressed that Turkey had no designs on Iraqi 
territory and informed Baghdad about its plans. 

While the Turkish government concentrated its efforts on 
maintaining security at the border, it appeared less willing to 
cooperate with the United States in its missions against Baghdad. 

FPeime Minister Necmettin Erbakan has made no statements 
reflecting the government’s position until now. 

But Abdullatif Sener, the finance minister and Erbakan’s close 
_ aide, criticized the U.S. offensive. 

; “*The problems of a certain region must be handled by the 
countries which belong to that region,’’ Sener said, apparently 
speaking on Erbakan’s behalf. “°I do not think it is healthy for 
some countries to see themselves as the single resolver’’ of 
problems. ; 

U.S. officials ignored Erbakan as well, bypassing him during th 
exchange of diplomatic notes about the latest developments. They 
chose to deal with the pro-Western foreign minister, Tansu Ciller, a 
former head of government whose party is the junior partner in the 
governing coalition. . 

Although Erbakan has moderated his anti-West rhetoric since he 
came to power in June, his foreign policy was radical enough to 
irritate the allies. 

Erbakan made his first foreign trip to Iran last month and 
secured a dirs 2@ billion oil deal with Tehran despite pleas from 
Washington. 

He dispatched two ministers to Iraq where they met with Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein, and two others to Libya. 

When Operation Desert Storm started, some U.S. jetfighters join 
it from Turkey’s Incirlik airbase, using it as a staging point for 
strikes in northern Iraq. 

More than 78 fighter jets and bombers from Britain, France and 
the United States are still based in Incirlik, enforcing a no-fly 
zone above the 36th parallel. 

But Washington had no requests this time to use Incirlik for ai 
strikes against Iraq, diplomats said. ‘ . 

It also extended cautious support for Turkey’s establishment of 
buffer zone. 

“*We recognize the right of Turkey to defend itself against PKK 
terrorism,’’ a U.S. Embassy statement said. **We would expect that 
any such security zone would be temporary.’? 

The depth of the security zone would range from 5 to 20 
kilometers (1-12 miles) depending on the terrain. Civilian Iraqi 
Kurdish settlements will remain in the area. 

An intelligence official said there were tome 2,500-3,000 Kurdi 
rebels in northern Iraq operating from 12 bases. The official said 
five of the bases fell inside the proposed security zone. 

The zone will be defended with heavy artillery and aircraft. 
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“Fighting Rages Retween Kurdish Factions < 
“Eds: CORRECTS ard graf to show that protesters were non-Tragi 
Arabs. ¢ 
“AF Ethatas Flanned ¢ 
“RY YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Fress Writer= ; 

IRBIL, Traq (AP) _ Two rival Kurdish factions slugged it out 
Thursday near this strategic northern city as Iraqi troops and tanks 
and troops dug in nearby to keep a close watch on the conflict. 

Elsewhere, the skies over southern Iraq were calm, U.S. warplan 
patrolled an expanded no-fly zone following American cruise missile 
attacks on air defense installations Tuesday and Wednesday. 

In the capital Baghdad, hundreds of non-Traqi Arabs living in t 
city filled the streets. They burned an effigy af President Clinton, 
shouted anti-American slogans and pledged support for President 
Saddam Hussein. 

“Thursday’s fighting, 4th graf 3rd Lda¢ 
“<ut-mdm) ¢ 
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Turkey To Establish Ruffer Zone in Northern Iraq 

Ede: INSERTS foreign minister’s denial that incursion planned, 
Iraqi Kurdish spokesman confirming Turkey’s plans, PRK reaction. 
Ry ZEYNEP ALEMDAR 

Associated Press Writer 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD - The gavernment will establish a buffer. 
zone in northern Iraq to block Turkish Kurdish rebels from entering 
Turkey after the latest turmoil in the region, an official said 

hursday. 

A high level government official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, told The Associated Press that the military was 
preparing to set up the zone in mountainous terrain along the 
S331-kilometer (199~- mile) border. 

The rebels, who belong to the Kurdistan Workers Party, PKK, keep 
bases in northern Iraq and stage hit-and-run attacks inside Turkey 
as part of their fight for autonomy. 

Safeen Dizayhee, a representative of the Iraqi Kurdish 
appesition group, the Kurdistan Democratic Party, which controls 
part of northern Iraq near the Turkish border, said the Turkish 
foreign ministry informed him about the plan Wednesday. 

"We have been assured that it will not harm the civilian 
population," Dizayhee said. 

Dizakyee said Turkish soldiers would be stationed on Turkish 
territory "but they will be have the liberty to strike whenever 
they find it necessary." ; 

Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller denied a cross-border operation 
was planned. ’ 
te "What is on the agenda is not an operation. What is on the 

agenda is not to allow such (terrorists) infiltrations," Mrs. 
Giller told reporters. 

Ufficials never disclose cross-border operations in advance for 
security reasons. 

PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan issued a statement Thursday calling 
on the Turkish Kurdish population to retaliate against any move by 
the Turkish army to invade, according to the pro-PKK news agency 
“DEM. 

Turkish troops, 4th graf pvs. 
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Kurdish Faction Claims Iraqi Troops Attacking Near Irbil 

Eds: UPDATES, EDITS and TRINS with Thursday developments 

AFP Photos Available 

Ky WALEL FALEH 

Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (APD ~ A Kurdish rebel faction said Iraqi troops, 
@: ‘ed by some 15@ tanks, were attacking Kurdish positions Thursday 
ring outside the key northern city of Irbil. 

The report by the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan could not be 
independently confirmed. U.S. military officials have said Iraqi 
forces remain in the area. Iraq, meanwhile, has said it withdrew 
all its troops from the northern region after a weekend offensive. 

“Heavy fighting continues between the Iragi forees and Kurdish 
forces" in Bestana, about @5 kilometers (15 miles) southeast of 
Irbil, the main Kurdish city in northern Iraq, said the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan. 

The PUK, which holds most of northeast Iraq, was driven out of 
Irbil last Saturday by President Saddam Hussein’s army and a rival 
Kurdish faction, the Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

"It is certain that Saddam’s recent gains in Kurdistan have 
only emboldened his resalve to continue with his attacks on the 
Kurdish people," the FUK said in a statement. 

The small town of HKestana is just a few kilometers (miles) north 
of the 36th parallel, placing it in the northern no-fly zone 
satrolled by U.S.-led forces. 

€ The latest report of clashes came after two days of U.S. missile 
trikes at air defense systems in southern Iraq, aimed at punishing 
Kaghdad for its incursion into the north. 

“The flagrant American aggression on Iraq is a black cloud 
which will seatter like the previous clouds of spite and perfidy,” 
fraqg’s state-run Al-Thawra newspaper said Thursday. 

"The United States of America is Using its omnipotence and 
technological power ta spread corruption on earth and to commit the 
meanest kinds of crimes," it added. 

On Wednesday night, Iraqi anti-aircraft fire lit up the skies of 
Bayhdad. 

Detonations reverberated throughout the capital for 15 minutes 
and air-raid sirens blared as the anti-aircraft batteries fired. 

Washington insisted there had been no American, allied or other 
military operations in the area Wednesday evening, although an 
Iraqi military statement accused the United States of attacking 
Kaghdad directly. : 

Lt was not clear if the gunners hit, or even had, specific o 
targets. ay 





Tace: was ee eietoet on i eseay night any the sthacta <otiittie, ee 
al-Hurriya residential area near Baghdad’s old airport, which left | 
a crater about 6 feet (2 meters) wide and 3 feet (1 meter) deep. 

However, the crater was too small to have been caused by a 
cruise missile. The @xact cause of the blast was not immediately 
clear. 














One possibility would be Iraqi anti~aircraft fire returning to 
the ground. U.N. officials in Baghdad, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said the Iraqi anti-aircraft fire appeared to include 
the use of a 28 mm cannon. 

Sheik Gabaa Hussein Saleh, a clergyman at a mosque damaged in 
the blast, said two people were killed and eight injured. Windows 
at the mosque were shattered. 

In the United States, President Clinton, in his first public 
assessment of the American attacks on Iraq’s air-defense system, 
called the operation a success and said Saddam was now 
"strategically worse off." 

The two U.S. missile strikes were ordered in response toa 
Saddam’s weekend assault on Kurdish rebels in the U.S.-declared 
Kurdigh safe haven in northern Iraq. 

Meanwhile, Iraq protested the missile attacks in a letter to the 
‘inited Nations, Iraqi newspapers reported Thursday. 

The U.N. Security Couneil failed Wednesday to agree on a common 
response to the crisis. — 

Britain's deputy U.N. Ambassador Stephen Gomersall said his 
delegation would revise its draft resolution, the original of which 
condemned Iraq for its incursion into the north and demanded an 
immediate withdrawal. It made no mention of the U.S. missile 
attacks. 

Iraq’s armed forces alsa claimed Iraqi defenses shot down 
several missiles and a pilotless reconnaissance plane. U.S. 
officials denied the claim. 

On Wednesday night, Saddam visited air defense headquarters in 
Baghdad and met with senior officers, the official Iraqi News 

Agency reported. 

It said the Iraqi leader “gave his valuable instructions on the 
way af defending and protecting the land and sky of our dear 
country." 

American, British and French pilots took part in U.S. and allied 
air patrols Wednesday over the newly enlarged southern no-fly zone, 
aid Air Farce Gen. Joseph Ralston. The zone now extends within 36 
iles (48 kilometers) of southern Baghdad. 

Iraq’s two no-fly zones were created after the 1991 Gulf War to 
pratect Kurds in the north and Shiite Muslims in the south from 
Iraq’s military. After the enlargement of the southern zone, 
roughly half of Iraq is now off-limits to Iraqi warplanes. 

Despite facing a technologically superior United States, Saddam 
showed some defiance of the no~fly zone Wednesday when an Iraqi air 
defense hattery beamed its radar at an American warplane - the 

first step in preparing an attack. 

After the Fr-16 determined the radar was preparing to launch a 
surface~-to-air-missile, the fighter jet retaliated by firing a HARM 
missile that knocked out the mobile Iraqi station, U.S. officials 
said. 
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BCO-Turkey~Iraq-Kurds 
Turkey Ta Establish Kuffer Zone in Northern Iraq 
By ZEYNEP ALEMDAR 
Associated Press Writer ; 
ANKARA, Turkey (AF) ~ The geavernment will establish a buffer 
zone in nerthern Iraq to block Turkish Kurdish rebels from entering 
Turkey after the latest turmoil in the region, an official said 
Thursday. 
& A high level government official, speaking on condition of 
nonymity, told The Associated Press that the military was 
preparing toa set up the zone in mountainous terrain along the 
331i-kilometer (199- mile) border. 

The rebels, who belong to the Kurdistan Workers Party, PKK, keep 
bases in northern Iraq and stage hiterand-run attacks inside Turkey 
as part of their fight for autonomy. 

Tuckish troops were expected to cross inta northern Iraq to 
attack rebel hbase before the zone was established. 

An intelligence official said there were some 2, 500-3, 400 
Kurdish rebels in nerthern Iraq operating from 12 bases. The 
official said five of the bases fell inside the proposed security 
ZONE. 

Heightened military activity was seen in the southeastern regian 
with buses ferrying soldiers to locations along the border. 

The security zene would be as deep as 26 kilometers (12 miles) 
depending on the terrain. 

The gevernment has notified its Western allies about the plan ta 
avoid any misunderstanding, the official said, insisting that 
Be Turkey has no designs on Iraqi territory. 

Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller also sent a letter to U.S. 
President Clintan ahout it Tuesday, the official said. 

Mrs. Ciller signaled Turkey’s preparations for a military 
operation in northern Iraq on Wednesday. 

Lragi Kurds have maintained a de~facto state in narthern Iraq 
since the end of the Gulf war under the U.S.-led allied protection 
force. 

Fresident Clinten ordered air strikes against Iraq after Saddam 
Hussein sent in troops against the REAR ee ee city of Irbil 
aver the weekend. 

The security zone wilh not disturb Iraqi Kurdish civilian 
settlements, the official said. He did not disclose how many troops 
will stay in the zone. 

The zone will be defended with heavy artillery and aircraft. — 

The official refused to say when the plan would be put into 
effect, but it is expected ta be within days. 

Turkey's largest offensive was launched last year when Turkey 
dispatched 35,@8@ soldiers inside northern Iraq for a five-week 
operation. — : 

Despite criticism fram Eurapean countries, Washington supported 
a» operation, saying it was Turkey’s right to defend itself. 

Mare than 21,@8@ peaple have died in the Turkish-Kurdish 
finhting since 1984, 
(za~sh) 
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“BC-Iraq-Kurds-Fighting, lst Ld-Writethru,1061< 
“Precede NICOSIA< 
urdish Factions Fight Outside Northern Iraqi City 
ds: Leads throughout to UPDATE with rival Kurdish groups 
fighting south of Irbil; color and quotes from Irbil. 
CHANGES byline.< 
“With Iraq-Kurds< 
“BY YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

IRBIL, Iraq (AP) + Fighting between rival Kurdish 
factions raged south of this city Thursday, as Iraqi tanks 
and troops dug in nearby but apparently were not involved 
in the battle. 

The fighting comes a day after President Clinton 
pronounced himself satisfied with U.S. attacks this week 
on Iraqi radar and command centers south of Baghdad. 
Clinton enlarged a southern no-fly zone to include much of 
southern Iraq after a weekend of Iraqi fighting in the 
north. 

Thursday, witnesses said the main battle zone appeared 
to be about 19 miles (30 kms) south of Irbil, around the 

wn of Bestana. 

Irag, which has been supporting the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, positioned tanks and other heavy 
artillery about 6 miles outside the town. The Iraqis 
appeared to be poised to intervene if needed against the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

Earlier Thursday, the PUK had said Iraqi tanks and 
troops were besieging their positions in Bestana, a few 
miles (kilometers) north of the 36th parallel and just 
within the northern no-fly zone. The report was issued 
from the PUK's Washington office. 

U.S. military officials said their latest intelligence 
indicated Iraqi troops withdrawing from Irbil and that 
there was no major fighting in the region. 

Iraq and the KDP combined Saturday to drive the 

anian-backed PUK out of Irbil, the main Kurdish city in 
northern Iraq. 

The offensive in the Kurdish safe haven prompted the 
United States to launch missile attacks against southern 
Iraq on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Increasing numbers of KDP fighters were leaving Irbil 
for the battle site to the south. The guerrillas shouted 
victory slogans and sang as they left the city in any 
vehicle they could find. 

Sounds of heavy shelling, which could be heard from 
the outskirts of Irbil, continued to move further south. 

Additional details of the fighting were not 
immediately available and it was impossible to reach or 
cross the front-lines. 

In Irbil, residents recalled the fear they felt when 
Iraqi troops and their KDP allies overran the city on 
Saturday. 

One man described how Iraqi troops arrested the head 

e a neighboring family, taking the man away with his 
nds tied behind his back. His wife and five children 
fled the city Wednesday. 

The man said his neighbor had given the Iragis a false 
name, as all Arabs in Irbil do. 

~“They were always afraid (Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein) would one day come and find them,'' he said. 











~*And he did. I saw, with my own eyes, three Arab men, 
taken away from our neighborhood.'' 

KDP guerrillas, armed with heavy machine guns and 
rocket launchers, surrounded houses in Irbil, searching 
for concealed weapons. 

The streets have been deserted at night, with the KDP 

lal ae residents to remain in their homes. Residents 
believe many PUK fighters have hidden their guns and may 
come out one night to strike back. 

There were some signs Thursday that normalcy was 
returning to Irbil, a city of about 1 million people. Most 
stores were open; but electricity was still unavailable 
and some restaurants and shops were using generators. 

A U.N. guard protecting international aid workers in 
Irbil told The Associated Press that clashes southeast of 
the city were ~~pretty substantial.'' 

~““It was not possible to cross through the area,'' 
said the guard, speaking on condition of anonymity. He 
said U.N. vehicles had to turn back. 

In Washington, CIA Director John Deutch told lawmakers 
Thursday that the most recent information shows Saddam's 
soldiers and motorized tank units withdrawing from Irbil 
and the northern Iraqi frontier. 

Deutch told the Senate Intelligence Committee the 
ng-term U.S. goal is to see Saddam's regime replaced by 
democratic government. ~~The most recent example of 

Saddam Hussein's aggression just emphasizes the importance 
of doing so,'' he said. 

U.S. aircraft patrolled the skies of southern Iraq 
without challenge today and a spokesman for Washington's 
military headquarters in the Persian Gulf region, Air 
Force Lt. Col. Nino Fabiano, said intelligence information 
showed no major fighting in northern Iraq. 

The KDP, meanwhile, said its temporary alliance with 
the Iraqi army was over. 

Safeen Dizayhee, a spokesman for the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, said his group ~~saw it as a legitimate 
right to ask for limited help'' from the Iraqi army but 

aimed the alliance had been terminated. 

~“It was a limited cooperation and it had no political 
meaning. It is over now,'' he said, speaking from Ankara, 
Turkey. 

However, Dizayhee said the KDP reserved the right to 
call on the Iraqi army in the future. 

In a related development, the PUK rejected as 
meaningless an offer for peace talks by the KDP. 

KDP leader Massoud Barzani said Wednesday his side 
would be ready to attend U.S.-sponsored talks with the PUK 
in an effort to end the latest fighting. 

~“Barzani's words don't mean anything any more. He has 
become part of the Saddam regime,'' PUK spokesman Barham 
Salih said from Washington. ““If (Barzani) is serious 
about what he says, he should denounce the Saddam 
regime.'' 

The Iraqi National Council, the umbrella association 
of Iraqi opposition groups, claimed at least 1,500 people, 
mostly Iraqi Arabs, have been arrested by Iraqi secret 

lice in the Irbil area. 

The group said it was 





~ 


“extremely concerned about the 


lives and safety of these people. The reputation of 
Saddam's (secret police) for fearsome brutality is 
well-known,'' said the statement faxed from the group's 
London office. 


The military action by the Iraqi forces prompted this 














week's U.S. missile strikes against Iraq. The strikes were 
aimed at punishing Saddam for violating the Kurdish 
safe-haven region established in northern Iraq in the wake 
of the 1991 Persian Gulf War. 

The two Kurdish factions have quarreled for decades 
e& have basic policy differences. 
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With Iraq-Kurds-Fighting 

Turkey Na Longer Game Staunch Ally Washington Used to See 

Ede: UPDATES with government declaring security zone in northern 
Iraq3s camment from prime minister’s aide; US comments on_ security 
zone. No pickup. 

By ZEYNEF ALENMDAR 

Associated Press Writer 

ANKAKA, Turkey (CAR) - In Washington’s eyes, Turkey used to he a 
staunch ally that opened its airbases to U.S. jetfighters fighting 
Lraq in the Gulf War. 

Six years later, led by a prime minister from an Islamic party, 
Turkey appears less willing to cooperate with the United States on 
such missions and more intent on protecting its own interests, 
including containing its own Kurdish rebels. 

Turkish Justice Minister Sevket Kazan on Thursday criticized 
U.S. airstrikes on Iraqi targets. 

"UG. attacks on Traa are anaingst international agreements. No 
country has the right to act in this way without a U.N. Security 
Council resolution,” said Kazan, a close aide of the prime 
minister. 

The gavernment declared a security zone in northern Iraq to 
block Turkish Kurdish rebels from entering Turkey after the latest 
turmoil in the region, Foreign Ministry Spokesman Omer Akbel told 
the Associated Fress. 

"We will take the necessary military measures to prevent 
terrorist activities in a narrow strip in northern [raq along the 
boarder." . 

Another official, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said the 
new measures had already gone into effect in the mountainous 
terrain along the 43@-kilometer (2@@-mile) border on Wednesday. 

"We will make it practically impossible for the terrorists to 
came in," he said. . 

The Kurdish rebels have been fighting for autonomy in southeast 
Turkey since 1984. More than @1,66@ people have died in the 
fighting. 

Turkish jets also staned an air strike Thursday on suspected 
rebels camps across the border, the official said. 

The rebels, who belong to the Kurdistan Workers Party, known by 
its Kurdish initials PKK, keep bases in northern Iraq and stage 
hit-and-run attacks inside Turkey. 











| £4'He Official Said the Turkish troops would launch cross-border 
raids or remain at certain strategic areas in northern Iraq to 
enforce the security zone. , 

The official stressed that Turkey had no designs on Iraqi 
territary and informed BRaghdad about its plans. 

While the Turkish government concentrated its efforts on 
maintaining security at the border, it appeared less willing to 
cooperate with the United States in its missions against Baghdad. 

Mrpime Minister Necmettin Erbakan has not commented publicly on 
the U.S. mission. But Abdullatif Sener, the finance minister and 
Erbakan’s close aide, criticized the U.S. offensive. : 

"The problems of a certain region must be handled by the 
countries which belong to that region," Sener said. "I da not 
think it is healthy for some countries to see themselves as the 
Psingle resolver” of problems. 

U.&. officials innored Erbakan as well, bypassing him during the 
exchange of diplomatic notes about the latest developments. They 
chase te deal with the pro-Western foreign minister, Tansu Ciller, 
a farmer head of government whose party is the junior partner in 
the governing coalition. 

Although Erbakan has moderated his anti~West rhetoric since he 
came to power in June, his foreign policy was radical enough to 
irritate the allies. ‘ 

Erbakan made his first foreign trip to Iran last month and 
secured a dirs 26 billion oil deal with Tehran despite pleas from 
Washington. 

He dispatched two ministers to Iraq where they met with Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein, and two others to Libya, another U.5. enemy. 

When Ciperation Desert Starm started, some U.S. jetfighters 
joined it from Turkey’s Incirlik airbase, using it as a staging 
point for strikes in northern Iraq. 

More than 76 fighter jets and bombers from Britain, France and 
the United States are still based in Incirlik, enforcing a no~fly 
zone above the 36th parallel. 

Kut Washinnaton had ne requests this time to use Incirlik for air 
strikes against Iraq, diplomats said. 

It also extended cautious support for Turkey’s establishment of 
‘a buffer zone. 

"We cecagnize the right of Turkey to defend itself against PKK 
terrorism,” a U.S. Embassy statement said. "We would expect that 
any such security zone would be temporary." 

The depth of the security zone would range from 3S to 20 
kilometers (1-12 miles) depending on the terrain. Civilian Iraqi 
Kurdish settlements will remain in the area. 

An intellinence official said there were some 2, 500-3, 000 
Kurdish rebels in northern Iraq operating from 12 bases. The 
official said five of the bases fell inside the proposed security 

zone. 

The zene will be defended with heavy artillery and aircraft. 
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“Fighting Rages Between Kurdish Factions<¢ 
“Ede: RECASTS ta raise reference toa Iraqi tanks waiting on road near 
fighting between Kurdish factions. ¢ 
“AF Fhoatas Planned ¢ 
“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 
IRBIL, Iraq (APD — Two rival Kurdish factions slugged it out 
Thursday near this strategic northern city as Iraqi troops and tanks 
dug in nearby to keep a close watch on the conflict. 
The fighting was centered near the town of BKestana, 19 miles (3 
kms) south of Irbil, a major city captured last week by the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party fighters backed by the Iraqi army. 
The KDF fought with their rivals, the Iranian~backed Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan, or PUK, as Iraqi tanks waited nearby at a 
stretch of road between Irbil and the town of Kuysanjak. Few details 
of the fighting were immediately available. 
In Washington, CIA Director John Deutch said reports indicated 
Saddam’s troops and tank units were withdrawing from Irbil and ** the 
northern Traqi frontier,’ following retaliatory measures by the 
United States. i 
But the FUK claimed that Iraqi troops and tanks were attacking 
its positions in Restana. 
Neanwhile, the KDF claimed their temporary alliance with the 
regime of President Saddam Hussein had ended. The PUK said it 
doubted that. 
Skies over Iraq were calm. U.S. warplanes patrolled a no-fly za 
aver southern Trag that U.S. President Bill Clinton had expanded 
Tuesday to further reduce Iraq’s offensive capabilities. 
On Tuesday and Wednesday, the United States had launched cruise 
missiles against Iraqi air defense installations. The attacks were 
in retaliation for the Iraqi government’s incursions into Kurdish 
territory in northern Iraq, which is under limited protection of 
Western powers. 
Clinton on Wednesday pronounced himself satisfied with the 
missile attacks, saying most Iraqi troops had left the Kurds’ 
enclaves in and around Irbil, 
U.S. State Department spokesman Glyn Davies said in Washington 
that while the Iraqis have pulled back most of their mechanized 
infantry from the Irbil area, they retain an ability to intervene in 
the region. 
Saddam has “‘reintroduced a massive security presence in the ar 
under cover of these deployments,’’ Davies said. ‘‘This gives him a 
new and, we think, troubling ability to intimidate Kurds and others 
in the north.’" He did not elaborate. . 
in the capital Baghdad, hundreds of non-Iraqi Arabs Ti veng@ in t 
city filled the streets. They burned an effigy of Clinton, shouted 
anti-American slogans and pledged support for Saddam. 








e flow of KDPF ghters to e battlefield in northern Iraq 
increased sharply on Wednesday and Thursday. Screaming victory 
slogans and singing marching songs, they traveled south to the 
battle zone in any vehicle they could find. 

A ULM. guard protecting international aid workers in Irbil told 
The Associated Press that clashes southeast of the city were 

“pretty substantial.’” 

**It was not possible to cross through the area,’’ said the 
guard, speaking on condition of anonymity. He said U.N. vehicles had 
to turn back. 

Residents of this battered northern city told of abuses by Traq 
forces during last Saturday’s fighting. 

Irbil residents interviewed by The Associated Press said Iraqi 
troops rounded up dozens of anti-Saddam activists after Séeririny 
the city. 

Neighbors in one poor neighborhood said Iraqi troops tock away 
Arab man they identified only as Hamza after tying his hands behind p 
his back. His wife and five children fled the city Wednesday fearing 
their lives. 

““‘Hamza was not his real name | it was a fake one to protect hi 
from Saddam’s secret police,’’ a neighbor said. 

Many of the remaining Arabs living in the Kurdish-dominated nort 
are dissidents who seek Saddam’s overthrow. 

The Iraqi National Council, the umbrella association of Traqi 
appesition groups, claimed at least 1,5@@ people, mostly Iraqi 
Arabs, have been arrested by Iraqi secret police in the Irbil area. 

The group said it was “extremely ‘concerned about the lives and 
safety of these people. The reputation of Saddam’s (secret police) 
for fearsome brutality is well-known,’’ said the statement faxed 
from the group’s London office. 

This city of 1 million people tried to resume its normal life 
five days after the fierce street battle. Most stores were open 
Thursday. Electricity still was not available, but people set up 
RAsORe Her powered generators. 

KDF fighters, armed with heavy machine guns and rocket launchers 
surrounded houses, searching for weapons concealed by PUK 
guerrillas. if (2 pies 
The KDF said its temporary alliance with the Iraqi army was ove’ 
but that it reserved the right to request assistance from Iraq 
ayain, if necessary. KDE leader Massoud Barzani said his side would 
he ready to attend U.S.-sponsored talks with the PUK in an effort to 
end the tabest fighting. 

‘Rarzani’?s words dan’t mean anything any more,’’? replied FUK 
spokesman Barham Salih from Washington. “*‘He has become part of the 
Saddam regime.’ 
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US Attack Creates Problems For Building Consensus To Condemn Iraq 
Ede: US, Britain fail to overcome Kussian opposition 

By ROBERT H. REID 

Associated ress Writer 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) - U.S. and British diplomats failed Thursday 
to overcome Russian opposition and win Security Council approval 
for a resolution against Iraq's moves against a Kurdish faction in 
the north of the cauntry. 

After hours of intense negotiations, the 1S-member council 
agreed to try again Friday to forge a common stand against the 
lraqi moves, which led to U.S. missile strikes. 

it was clear that President Clinton’s unilateral actions, 
includinn missile attacks and an extension of the “no fly" zones 
in northern and southern Iraq, were making it difficult to maintain 
a unified international front against Saddam Hussein. 

“Na one is supporting what Iraq did," Egyptian Ambassador 
Nabil Elarahy told reporters, "It is a question of the territorial 
integrity of Iraq." 

He said Egypt oppased any measures which might threaten Iraq’s 
sovereignty and unity. French, Chinese and Russian diplomats voiced 
the Same concerns. 

Kritain circulated a resolution Tuesday to "condemn" Traq for 
the incursion and to demand an immediate withdrawal of Iraqi forces 
from the protected area. It did not mention the U.S. attacks. 

But with bread disagreement among council members, the British 
recast the proposal, eliminating the word "condemn" and 
expressing only “grave” concern over the incursion. ‘ 

The new proposal demands an immediate Iraqi withdrawal from the 
area. I[t also requests that the U.N. plan to allow Iraq to resume 
limited oil] sales take effect “as soon as conditions permit." 

U.S. Ambassadar Madeleine Albright and ambassadors from Britain, 
France and Russia conferred for nearly two hours before the 
afternoon council meeting. But she failed to convince the Russians 
ta agree to the watered-down text. 

"Our position hasn’t changed," Russian Ambassador Sergey 
Lavrov tald reporters. As a permanent council member, Russia could 
veto any resolution. 

On Wednesday, the Russian Mission to the United Nations said the 
American missile attacks and extension of the "no fly" zone 
Violated international law because they were not approved 
befarehand by the council. 

Lavrayv said Russia "insists in the Security Council on the 
condenmmation of any use of force in Iraq, including external 
intervention, a part of which are the U.S. missile attacks on that 
country." 
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Iraqi Troops Keep Clase Watch on Kurdish Fighters But Don’t 
Intervene 

Eds: Recaps previous. 

AP FPhotes ANKI@1-1@2 

Ky YALMAN ONARAN 

Associated Press Writer 

IRBIL, Iraq (AFM) ~ Traqi troops kept close watch as two rival 
Kurdish factions hattled outside the largest Kurdish city in 

northern Iraq. 

Saddam Hussein’s troops apparently stayed out of the fighting 
Thursday, a few miles miles (kilometers) south of Irbil, following 
two days of American attacks on Iraqi radar and command sites. 

But a new problem for the region arose when Turkey said it will 
send troops into northern Iraq to prevent Kurdish rebels fleeing 
the finhting from crossing its border. 

Elsewhere, the skies over southern Iraq were calm. U.S. 
warplanes patrolled a newly expanded no-fly zone following the 
American cruise missile attacks on Iraqi air defense installations 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

The attacks were in retaliation for the army’s incursions into 
Kurdish territory in northern Iraq, which is under limited 
protection of Western powers. 

In Paris, Secretary of State Warren Christopher won some support 
from France to help patrol the two no-fly zones the allies imposed 
following the 1991 Persian Gulf War. 

The French will resume patrols Monday in the north and broaden 
their patrols in the south, though they will not cover as wide an 
area as patrols by the United States and Kritain. France had 
abjected ta this week’s U.S. missile strikes. 

Late Thursday, the ruling Revolution Command Council chaired by 
Saddam said Iraq would fight enforcement of the no-fly zones. If 
allied warplanes continue their "violation" of Iraqi airspace, 

“we will continue resisting it according to the legitimate right 
of self-defense and in defense of national sovereignty," the 
eouncil said. 

In the Tragqgi capital of Baghdad, hundreds of Arabs burned an 
effiny of President Clinten, shouted anti-American slogans and 
pledged support for Saddam. 

The Baghdad protest and Kurdish fighting in the north came a day 
after Clinton pronounced himself satisfied with U.S. attacks on 
Iraqi tadar and command centers south of Kaghdad. Clinton alsa 
asserted most Iraqi troops had left the Kurds’ enclaves in and 
around Irbil. 

in Washington, State Department spokesman Glyn Davies said that 
while the Iraqis have pulled back most of their mechanized infantry 
from the Irhbil area, they retain an ability to intervene in the 
region. : 

Saddam has "reintroduced a massive security presence in the 
area under cover of these deployments," Davies said. "This gives 
him a new and, we think, troubling ability to intimidate Kurds and 
ethers in the north." He did not elaborate. 

Thursday's fighting was centered near BKestana, just south of 
Irbil, a major city captured last week by the Kurdistan Democratic 


peektarty with Traqi backing. The fiow of KDF fighters streaming to the —— 
battlefield’ increased sharply Wednesday and Thursday. 


The KDF "peshmergas” - “those who face death" in Kurdish — P 
screamed victory slogans and sang marching songs, traveling south 
in any vehicle they could find to do battle with their Tran~backed 
rivals, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

















A U.N. guard protecting international aid workers in Irbil told 
The Associated Press that clashes southeast of the city were 
"pretty substantial.” 

"It was not possible to cross through the area," said the 
guard, speaking on condition of anonymity. He said U.N. vehicles 
had ta turn back. 

Iraqi tanks, however, were seen by journalists along the road 
between Irbil and the town of Kuysanjak mid-afternoon Thursday, 
waiting without intervening while the two Kurdish groups battled 
nearby. Saddam’s tanks and heavy artillery appeared settled in 
around the Koshtapa district 12 miles (19 kilometers) south of 
Irbil. 

Earlier, the PUK had claimed that Iraqi troops backed by about 
1540 tanks were attacking its positions in Bestana. 

In Washington, CIA Director John Deutch said intelligence 
reports indicated Saddam’s troops and tank units were withdrawing 
from the area. 

“We are seeing the withdrawal of the mechanized and armored 
units from the Kurdish territories in northern Iraq back to their 
garrisons fairly systematically. We find that most of the units are 
returning and there is compliance with the change in the no-fly 
zone," Deutch said. 

KRegidents of this battered northern city told of abuses by Traqi 
forces during the initial fighting Saturday. 

Irbil residents interviewed by The Associated Press said Iraqi 
troops roaunded up dozens of anti~Saddam activists after canturing 
the city. : 

Neighbors in one poor neighborhood said Iraqi troops took away 
ane Arab man they identified as Hamza after tying his hands behind 
his back, His wife and five children fled the city Wednesday 
fearing for their lives. 

"Hamza was not his real name - it was a fake one to protect him 
from Saddam's secret police," said a neighbor, who also declined 
to give his name. 

Many of the remaining Arabs Living in the Kurdish~-dominated 
north are dissidents who seek Saddam’s overthrow. 

This city of 1 million people tried to resume its normal life 
five days after the battles broke out. Most stores ~ closed a few 
days ago - were open Thursday. 

The KDF said its temporary alliance with the Iraqi army was 
over, but that it reserved the right to request assistance from 
Iraq again,g if necessary, KDP leader Massoud KRarzani said his side 
is ready to attend U.S.-sponsored talks with the PUK, 

"Barzani’s words don’t mean anything any more," replied FUK 
spokesman Barham Salih from Washington. “He has become part of the 
Saddam regime." 
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Saddam Defiant But Not Aggressive On Fighting, Fly Zones 

Ede: UPDATES with no fighting reported Friday, U.N. official saying. 
northern Iraq remains tense. Edits to conform and trim. 

AM Fhotos IREBIGI-1a@4 

By YALMAN ONARAN 

Associated Fress Writer 

IREIL, Iraq (AP) - More defiant in words than in actions, Iraq 
stayed out of fighting in Kurdish areas and has avoided challenging 
U.S. planes patrolling "no fly" zones within its borders. 

For the first time since Saturday, no fighting was reported 

anywhere in Iraq Friday. } 
a However, the situation remained volatile. The United States and 
its allies plan to continue their flights over the no-fly zones in 
nerthern and southern Iraq, and Iraqi President Saddam Hussein has 
vowed to target the aircraft. 

On Thursday, Gaddam’s troops stood by but didn’t intervene as . 
rival Kurdish factions fought outside Irbil, the largest Kurdish 
city in northern Iraq. In Irbil, U.M. official Paul Dahl said 
Friday that fighting had stopped. : 

"But who knows what will happen in an hour’s time," he said. 
"The area is still very tense." - 

Saddam’s restraint Thursday followed two days of American 
attacks on Iraqi radar and command sites. 

Stili, Iraq’s leadership remained defiant, with the ruling 
Revolution Command Council chaired by Saddam saying late Thursday 
it would fight allied warplanes’ "violation" of Iraqi airspace. 

“We will continue resisting it according to the legitimate right 
of self-defense and in defense of national sovereignty," the 
eouncil said. 

Iraq denounced the attacks as a “war crime" and urged the 
United Nations to condemn the bombings. 

And in the Iraqi capital Thursday, hundreds of Arabs living in 
Baghdad burned President Clinton in effigy, shouted anti-American 
slogans and pledged support for Saddam. : 

Clinton ordered the cruise missile attacks Tuesday and Wednesday 
in response toa a weekend offensive by Iraq on the protected Kurdish 
area in its north. He also ordered an expansion of the no fly zone 
in southern Iraq. The allies imposed two zones after the 1991 Guif 

War to protect Kurds in the north and Shiite Muslims in the south. 

















The divided U.N. Security Council was to try again Friday to 
forge a common stand against Iraq’s incursion into Kurdistan. 
Chinese, Russian, French and Egyptian diplomats have opposed 
measures that may threaten Iraq’s sovereignty. 

U.S. intelligence reports Thursday indicated Saddam’s troops and 
tanks were withdrawing from northern Iraq. 

“We are seeing the withdrawal of the mechanized and arncred 
units from the Kurdish territories in northern Iraq back to their 
Harrisons fairly systematically. We find that most of the units are 
returning and there is compliance with the change in the no-fly 
zone," said CIA Director John Deutch. 

Iraqg’s Kurdish factions have opposed Baghdad for decades. Since 
the safe haven was established they mostly have quarreled with each 
other. 

On Thursday, their fighting centered near Kestana, just south of 
Irbil. The flow of Kurdistan Democratic Party fighters into the 
battlefield increased sharply Wednesday and Thursday. 

The “peshmergas" ~- "those who face death" in Kurdish ~- 
goreaned Victory slogans and sang marching songs, traveling south 
in any vehicle they could find to do battle with their Iran-backed 
rivals, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

A U.N. guard protecting international aid workers in Irbil told 
The Associated Press that Thursday’s clashes were substantial. 

"It was not possible to cross through the area," said the 
yuard, speaking on condition of anonymity. f 

Iraqi tanks, however, were seen by journalists alony the road 
between Irbil and the town of Kuysanjak mid-afternoon Thursday, 
vaiting without intervening while the two Kurdish groups battled 
nearby. Gaddam’s tanks and heavy artillery appeared settled about 
1S kilometers (1@ miles) south of Irbil. 

Irbil residents interviewed by The Associated Press said Iraqi 
troops rounded up dozens of anti-~Saddam activists after capturing 
the city Gaturday. The city of 1 million people tried to resume a 
normal life five days after the battles Some: out. Most stores had 
reopened, 

But a new regional problem has arisen, with Turkey saying it 
will send troops into northern Iraq to prevent Kurdish rebels 
fleeing the fighting from crossing its border. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammed al-Sahhaf summoned the top 
Turkish diplomat in Kaghdad to a midnight meeting Thursday to 
protest Turkey’s military preparations as “unjustified conduct," 
the Iraqi News Agency reported. 


061145 Sep GMT 

















NCM1794---—~—- 
uodi BC-Iraq-Kurds 3rdid @9-66 8451 
intj nat nic nied 888 ank 
“kC-Traq-Kurds, 3rd Ld¢ 
“Northern Iraq Tense But Calmy Iraqi Tanks Dig In 
“Ede: UPDATES with PUK saying there was fighting Thursday elsewhere 
in northern Traq, additional details. ¢ 
“AF Fhotes Available< 
“Ey YALMAN ONARAN= 
‘Associated Press Writer= 
IRBIL, Iraq (APD _ After a day of clashes, two rival Kurdish 
factions held their fire Friday outside this northern city. But the 
region remained tense and Iraqi tanks were entrenched nearby, a U.N. 
official said. 
For the first time since last Saturday, no fighting was reporte 
anywhere in Iraq. However, conditions remained volatile. The United 
States and its allies plan to keep up their monitering over the 
na~-fly zones in northern and southern Iraq, while Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein has vowed to fire on the aircraft. 
U.N. official Paul Dahl, stationed in Irbil, said Friday that 
fighting had stopped between the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and 
the Kurdistan Democratic Party, the two groups that battled Thursday 
in Bestana, about 3@ kilometers (19 miles) southeast of Irbil. 
**But who knows what will happen in an hour’s time,’” he said a 
midday Friday. “‘The area is still very tense.’’ 
He said Iraqi troops and tanks were well entrenched about 15 
kilometers (10 miles) southeast of Irbil, though they have not taken 
part in the most recent skirmishes. 
“They seem to be digging in and it dees not look as chien the 
are about to leave,’"’ Dahl said after visiting the area. “They are 
not hiding at all, anyone can see them.’’ 
The Iraqi troops, who have been supporting the KDP, appeared to 
be just north of the 36th parallel, the northern no-fly zone 
designated by the United States and its allies, accarding to 
witnesses, including an AFPTYV crew. . 
While Iraq has withdrawn its troops from Irbil, the city they 
captured Saturday, members of the secret police remain, residents 
say. Dozens of people have been rounded up, according to civilians 
in “Irbils 
In another development, the PUK said there was fighting Thursda 
between the two Kurdish factions near Halabja, in northeast Iraq, 
near the border with Iran. 
FUK spokesman Barham Salih in Washington said the KDF was tryin 
ta cuteff the road leading into Halabja, a PUK stronghold. He said 
he had no reports of fighting anywhere in northern Iraq on Friday. 
Halabja gained notoriety in 1988 when Saddam’s forces used pois¢ 
gas on the town, Killing more than 4,006 Kurdish men, women and 
children. : 
Meanwhile, a new complication arose when Turkey said it would 
gend troops into northern Iraq to prevent its own Kurdish rebels 
from crossing into sautheast Turkey. 
Iraqi Foreign, 9th graf of @nd Ld-Writethru 
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“EC-Turkey~Iraq ¢ ; 
“Prime Minister Erbakan Listens to an Anti-US Serman< 3 : 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD ~ Frime Minister Necmettin Erbakan, whose 
anti-Western rhetoric colored his political career, on Friday : 
attended noon prayers at his party’s mesque and heard the United 
States be condemned for the air strikes against Iraq. 

‘“*America and its allies violate the rights of other nations in 
digplay of farece,’" Mubittin Yildirim, the mosque’s imam, said in a 
82 T MON» 

Yildirim preached that * Caps faithful must use all their means 
stand against it (the United States). 

Sermons are given before noon prayers on Fridays, the Muslim hel 
day. 

Erbakan, who moderated his anti-West rhetoric since his 
islamiec-inspired Welfare party came to power this year, has remained 
Silent about the latest U.S. air strikes against Baghdad. 

In another development, a radical Islamic group held an anti-U. 
demonstration in Istanbul, About 500 protesters shouted slogans 
against Washington and burned a U.S. flay. 

fza~fd> 
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BC~Turkey~-Iraq 
Frime Minister Erbakan Listens to an Anti-US Sermon 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFP) - Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan, whose 
@ anti-vestern rhetoric colored his political career, on Friday 
attended noan prayers at his party’s masque and heard the United 
States he condemned for the air strikes against Iraq. 

"America and its allies violate the rights of other nations in 
a display of force,” Muhittin Yildirim, the mosque’s imam, said in 
a sermon. : 

Yildirim preached that "all faithful must use all their means 
to stand against it (the United States)." 

Sermons are given before noon prayers on Fridays, the Muslim 
haly day. 

Erhbakan, who moderated his anti-West rhetoric since his 
islamic~ingspired Welfare party came to power this year, has 
remained silent ahout the latest U.S. air strikes against Baghdad. 

In another development, a radical I¢lamic group held an 
anti-U.S,. demonstration in Istanbul. About S66 protesters shouted 
slogans against Washington and burned a U.S. flag. 

{za~fd) d £ 
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*Frecede IRBIL<¢ 
“ITragis Dig Inj; Kurdish Factions in Tense Standoff <¢ 
*EDs: MEW throughout with details of Iraqi positions in northern 
Iraq, changes byline. ¢ 
“AF Photos BAGI@1-102<¢ 
“By BRIAN MURFPHY= 
*Associated Press Writer= 

KUSH TAFA, Iraq (AP) _ Iraqi tanks and troops fortified their 
positions Friday on the sun-parched plains of northern Iraq while 
two Kurdish factions were locked in a tense standoff near here. 

At least 1@0@ Iraqi tanks, some surrounded by high bunkers and 
barbed wire, were scattered over a wide area about 24 kilometers (15 
miles) south of Irbil, the city Iraqi forces captured last week 
while supporting one Kurdish faction against another. 

The Iraqi position _ anti-aircraft batteries, artillery, machin 
gun nests and mortars surrounded by sandbags _ were just north of 
the 36th parallel, the southern edge of the U.N. “*no-fly zone’’ 
created to protect Iraqi Kurds from Baghdad’s attacks. 

Friday was the first day in almost a week that no major clashes 
were reported in Iraq, but the scene in the north remained highly 
combustible. 

U.S. Defense Secretary William Perry said Friday that the Unite 
States saw positive developments in northern Iraq now that Iraq had 
pulled forces south, but it was too soon to say the crisis was 
resolved. . me 
The Iraqi military has joined with the Kurdistan Democratic Par 
against the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, which its foes say is 
backed by Iran. 

PUK leader Jalal Talabani told The Associated Press that the 
Iraqis remained. an imminent threat. 

“"The Iraqis are not returning to the old lines, as some circle 
say in the United States,’’ he said in a telephone interview. **On : 
the contrary, the Iraqi troops are advancing to the north of that 
line.’” 

The two Kurdish factions battled trahaday in Bestana, | abet, rad 
kilometers (19 miles) southeast of Irbil, with the Iraqi forces» 

: » but not intervening. : 
The rival Ruredeh groups refrained from fighting Friday, but - 
there were no signs that anyone was retreating. ie 

*“Who knows what will happen in an hour’s time,*’ said U.N. 
official Faul Dahl, based in Irbil. ‘*The area is still very : 
tense.?" | 
The Iraqis and the KDF teamed up last Saturday to drive the PUK 
from Irbil, the main city in the northern “‘safe haven?’ zone for 
the Kurds. That action prompted the United States to launch missile — 
strikes against southern Iraq on Tuesday and Wednesday. + 

The alliance between the KDF and Iraq was on full display along 
the road leading south from Irbil. Road blocks were manned by both 
Traqi soldiers and Kurds, wearing the traditional olive-green baggy 
outfit with a cotton scarf used as a belt. 

Bulldozers and earthmovers, driven by Kurds, dug trenches and 


piled up dirt barriers. Iraqi flags and the yellow banners of the 


Democratic Party flew side-by-side above tents. 

Iraqi trucks carried soldiers along the road, east from Kush Ta 
towards the area held by the KDF. 

Some gunfire was heard along the front, but the fighting appeare 
to have subsided since the PUK was pushed out Thursday from Kush 
Tapa, a small crossroads surrounded by farms and cattle fields. 

Children walked hand-in-hand behind Iraqi troops. An Iraqi 
personnel carrier stopped to let ducks cross the two-lane read. 

Iraqi soldiers would not talk about plans or whether they 
expected to withdraw. But a KDP official, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, described the Iraqi positions as being *‘reinforced."’ 

In Irbil, the Iraqi troops have withdrawn, but residents said 
that some of Saddam’s secret police and informants have remained. 

Slowly, the joy among KDFP—backers at tipping the scales against 
their rivals has given way to anxiety about having made an alliance 
with Saddam. 

In Dahuk, near the Turkish border, money-changer Ali Hassan keep 
three things under the lid of his desk: brick-sized stacks of Iraqi 
dinars, a Koran and an old, creased picture of Saddam. 

““They are the three spt ei that make the world go round, * ’ he 
said. *“*Money, God and the devil. 

“*We tried to be men 43 God, but instead we are playing with the 
devil,’* he said. . 
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*hC-Traq-Kurds-Iran 
*Little-Noticed Iranian Offensive Helped Spur Saddam’s Attack < 
“With BC-Iraq-Kurds< 
ARy YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

DIANA, Traq (AFD _ Refugees on Friday described how they fled 
their homes when Iranian forces attacked their mountain villages 
last month _ an event cited by Saddam Hussein to justify his recent 
attack on Kurdish-dominated northern Iraq. 

Iraq said it stepped in to support one Kurdish faction, the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party, only after Iranian forces crossed the 
border to support the rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan in bloody 
internecine fighting. 

The Iraqi offensive in support of the KDF garnered wide 
international attention and drew Washington’s fury when Iraqi forces 
captured the key northern city of Irbil. 

But Iran’s apparent military intervention in support of the riv 
PUK has attracted little notice, in part because it appears to have 
been concentrated in the rugged extreme north, net far from where 
the borders of Iran, Iraq and Turkey meet. 

Atop the Zozik mountains here, 125 miles (20@ kms) northeast of 
Irbil, the thuds of intermittent shelling could be heard Friday, 
part of a low-intensity battle between the two Kurdish factions 
behind the next row of mountains. 

KDF officials claimed Iranian artillery was firing some of the 
rounds, although there was no independent confirmation of that. 

Iran has criticized Iraq for the recent turmoil in the Kurdish 
areas, but has not said whether its forces were involved in any of 
the fighting. 

One young refugee, Hamet Hidir Ibrahim, said Iranian artillery 
started shelling his home village of Kasra on Aug. 16, coinciding 
with the outbreak of hostilities between the two Kurdish groups. 

‘\They shelled us for three days, then they attacked,’’ he told 
_The Associated Press. **There were at least 280 Iranian troops along 
with (PUK) guerrillas. At least 10@ people were killed.’? 

Ibrahim and other refugees from Kasra, one of three villages neal 
the Iranian border captured by Jalal Talabani’s FUK last month, 
insisted Iranian troops participated in the offensive. 

“TY saw it with my own eyes. They were Iranian troops, not 
Talabani guerrillas,’” said Fatima Abdullah Mostafa, 45, a mother of 
eight. 







““They were speaking Farsi, not Kurdish, and wore uniforms I'd 
never seen before,’" Mrs. Mostafa said as two of her children clung 
to her shirt and another was cradled in her right arm. 

Some 200 refugees from Kasra are squeezed into a school building 
used as a makeshift refugee camp here. 

Folded-up mattresses and blankets are piled on top of stunente? 
desks classrooms. In one room, the teacher’s desk has been converted 
into a kitchen, covered with pots, pans, flour and “*‘tanik’’ _ the : 
traditional Kurdish bread, round and thin. 

““We left everything behind,’” Mrs. Mostafa said. “Even the 
clothes I’m wearing are not mine. Good people here gave me those.’ 

All of Mrs. Mostafa’s children made it here with her, but her 
husband and two of her cousins were captured by the Iranians, she 
said. 

Barefoot children ran around the yard of the school~turned~camp, 
splashing in little streams of waste water. Women baked layers of 
tanik on a fire fueled by small pieces of wood. f 

Diana, a town of 15,600 some 4@ kilometers (25 miles) from the 
border, has also come under Iranian bombardment, residents said. 

At one point two weeks ago, the Iranians advanced just enough t 
bring Diana into their shelling range for a day, residents said. 

Iran, like Iraq, has long played Kurdish factions against each 
other. In the aftermath of the 1979 Iranian revolution, Tehran 
erushed a separatist revolt by its own Kurds in northwestern Iran. 
“t{youmdm—ym)> 
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“kCO~Turkey Kurds ¢ 
“Turkish Army Expected to launch Cross-HRorder Raid<¢ . 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — With Fereign Minister Tansu Ciller 
stressing Turkey’s determination ta protect its borders, the 
official Turkish news agency Anatolia reported Friday that forays 
inte northern Iraq to crack down on Turkish Kurdish rebels were 
imminent. 

“At this stage, our priority is (to maintain) our security, 
horder security,’’ Mrs. Ciller told reporters. **‘Turkey has to take 
measures at its border and in the adjacent?” area. 

Turkish Kurdish groups, which belong to the Kurdistan Workers 
Farty (PKK), keep bases in northern Iraq for hit-and-run attacks 
inside Turkey. ; My 

Officials refused to confirm on the record that preparations wer 
under way to ga into northern Iraq after PKK rebels. 

Eut a senior foreign ministry official said that Turkish troops 
will launch cross-border raids or remain at certain strategic areas 
in northern Iraq to enforce the security zone in the mountainous 
terrain along the 33@-kilometer (2@@-mile) border. ; 

Turkey on Wednesday declared a security zone as deep as 26 
kilometers (12 miles) in northern Iraq to block Turkish Kurdish 
rebels fram e@erbtering Turkey. 

: The decision came after an Iraqi Kurdish group, the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDFD, joined forces with Baghdad against a rival 
Iraqi Kurdish group which also wants to coantrol northern Traq. : 

Baghdad’s dispatching ef Iraqi troops into the zone to help the 
KDF triggered U.S. strikes against Iraq this week. 

After Baghdad's involvement in northern Iraqi fighting, Turkish 
traaps in the southeastern region bordering Iraq stepped up 
activity. Buses were seen ferrying soldiers to the border, while 


digging equipment and personal armored carriers headed towards the 
OTdet. 





The KDF cantrals parts of northern Traq adjacent to the Turkish 
border, But Turkish authorities said the fighting among Iraqi Kurds 
left the border areas vulnerable to Turkish Kurdish rebel activities 
against Turkey. 

A limited air strike against PKK targets took place Li iiels & 

A PKK statement claimed that a new Turkish air strike hit its 
bases in northern Iraq Friday. 

An intelligence official said there were some 2,5@40-3,@60@ Kurdis 
rebels in northern Iraq operating from 12 bases, 

In action inside Turkey, Turkish troops Killed 26 guerrillas in 
Seder separate in the southeast, the regional governor announced on 
riday. 
Nore than 21,000 people have. died in the Turkish-Kurdish fightin 
since 1984. ; 

fza~fd) 
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C-Turkey-Iraq< 
“Prime Minister Erbakan Listens to an Anti-US Sermon< 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) + Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan, whose anti-Western rhetoric colored his political 
career, on Friday attended noon prayers at his party's 
mosque and heard the United States be condemned for the 
air strikes against Iraq. 

~“America and its allies violate the rights of other 
nations in a display of force,'' Muhittin Yildirim, the 
mosque's imam, said in a sermon. 

Yildirim preached that ~~all faithful must use all 
their means to stand against it (the United States).'' 

Sermons are given before noon prayers on Fridays, the 
Muslim holy day. 

Erbakan, who moderated his anti-West rhetoric since 
his Islamic-inspired Welfare party came to power this 
year, has remained silent about the latest U.S. air 
strikes against Baghdad. 

In another development, a radical Islamic group held 

n anti-U.S. demonstration in Istanbul. About 500 
protesters shouted slogans against Washington and burned a 
U.S. flag. 
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iranian Paper Attacks Turkish Plan For Security Zones 

With Irag-Kurds 
3 TEHRAN, Tran (AR) - A pro-government newspaper on Saturday 
attacked a Turkish plan for security zones in northern Traq to 

guard anainst cross-border raids by Kurds. 

be "Turkey’s plan is a clear violation of Iraq’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity and appears to be prompted by the Iraqi 
yovernmnent’s weakness," said the Tehran Times, an English language 
daily. 

"It is necessary that, as a gesture of good neighborliness and 
in order to reduce tension in the region, Ankara immediately abort 
the plan," the newspaper said. 

Turkish foreign ministry officials said the buffer zone would 
extend as much as 2@ kilometers (12 miles) into Iraq to block 
guerrilla attacks by the Kurdistan Workers Party, or PKK. 

The PKK has bases in northern Iraq and stages hit-and-run 
attacks inside Turkey as part of a l@-year fight for autonomy. 

Washington has said it has no objection to the Turkish plan, 
which also has been endorsed by the Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

Turkey’s move follows the capture of Irbil in northern Iraq on 
Aug. 31 by KDE forces and Iraqi army troops pice the Iranian-backed 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

Washington launched two missile attacks on ag last week for 
sending troops into Irbil, which is inside a "safe haven" 
designed ta protect wh aia 6 3.5 million Kurds from Saddam Hussein’s 
forces. 

The enclave was declared by the U.S.~led Western allies after 
Iraq attacked rebellious Kurds following its defeat in the 1991 
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“uS, Turkey Plan Wide-Ranging Talks< 
“By GEORGE GEDDA= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

WASHINGTON (AP) + The United States and Turkey will 
open discussions next week about the damage the Turkish 
economy has suffered as a result of international economic 
sanctions against neighboring Iraq. 

State Department spokesman Glyn Davies offered no hint 
that the United States is prepared to assist Turkey. He 
said the discussions also will focus on Turkey's attempts 
to deal with separatist rebels and on the U.S.-led effort 
to help protect Iraqi Kurds, using Turkish military 
facilities. 

The talks are being held at the suggestion of Turkish 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller, 
who sent letters this week to President Clinton and 

cretary of State Warren Christopher. Ciller, a former 
@::. minister, is in a party which is a pro-Western 
junior partner in the government of Islamic Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan, who has done little himself to 
cultivate longstanding good U.S.+Turkish relations. 

Preliminary discussions will be held early next week 
in Ankara with U.S. Ambassador Mark Grossman, Davies said. 

Ciller told the BBC she believes the West should 
compensate Turkey for losses since the Gulf War. 

She drew a parallel to the U.S.-led international 
effort to aid Mexico after the devaluation of the Mexican 
peso in 1994. 

~“Billions of dollars were given to Mexico. All we 
want is financial compensation for some of our losses,'' 
Ciller was quoted as saying. 

U.S. officials said the bailout of Mexico two years 

@: did not involve grants but loans, much of which Mexico 
as already repaid. 

Ciller said Turkey's losses since the Gulf War were 
dlrs 27 billion. Davies left open the question of whether 
the United States has a plan to assist the Turkish 
economy. 

~*“We want to hear what the Turks have to say,'' Davies 
said. 

The two sides also will review Operation Provide 
Comfort, under which the United States and other 
countries, using Turkish military assets, protect Iraqi 
Kurds and provide them with humanitarian assistance. 

Davies said that if Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
retains a presence in the Kurdish areas, it could have an 
impact on Provide Comfort. The Iraqi incursion into the 
Kurdish territories, he said, already has led to the 
withdrawal of officials who were in that area on behalf of 
Provide Comfort. 

Another subject on the agenda, Davies added, will be a 

@ukish proposal to establish a buffer zone inside 
orthern Iraq to combat Kurdish rebels who use that area 
to stage attacks inside Turkey. 
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Turkey to Allies: Protect Turkomans in Northern Iraq 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) ~ Turkey on Saturday called on its Western 
allies to give Turkemans in the region the same kind of protection 
the alliance now provides Iraqi Kurds in northern Iraq. 

Foreiqn Minister Tansu Ciller relayed Turkey’s position to the 
U.S. Ambassador Mare Grossman here. 

Mrs. Ciller said that Turkomans, who are members of seminomadic 
tribes, last lives and property in the latest turmoil in northern 
Iraq after an [raqi Kurdish group made an alliance with Baghdad ta 
beat a tival group. She didn’t cite any figures. 

Some 250,@6@ Turkomans of Turkish origin live in northern Iraq 
narth of the 36th parallel where the U.S.-led allied air force 
maintains security since the end of the Gulf War. The mission, 
known as Provide Comfort, operates from a southern Turkish base. 

The great majority of a total of @2.5 million Iraqi Turkomans 
Lives south of the 46th parallel, mostly in the cities of Mosul and 
Kirkuk. 

Mes. Ciller did not make it clear if Turkey wanted Washington to 
enlarge the no~fly zone over northern [raq to caver 
Turkoman-populated Iraqi cities. 

The “framework of the Provide Comfort has to be reshaped," 
Mrs. Ciller said. ; 

Hasan Ozmen, a representative of the Iraqi National Turkoman 
party here, said they expected the no-fly zone to be extended. 

“We velayed our expectations to the Turkish government,” Ozman 
told The Associated FPress. 

He claimed that the Iraqi troops detained some 300 Turkomans 
after they struck Irbil in alliance with the Iraqi Kurdish group. 
He added that a few hundred Turkomans fled Irbil and took refuge in 
Zakho near the Turkish border. 

U.%. State Department spokesman Glyn Davies said on Friday that 
the United States and Turkey will open discussions next week to 
review Operation Frovide Comfort. 

Davies said that if Iraqi President Saddam Hussein retains a 
presence in the Kurdish areas, it could have an impact on Provide 
Comfort. The mission’s military coordination center withdrew from 
northern lraa into Turkey following the latest developments on 
Tuesday. 

Turkey also remains concerned that the latest fighting among 
fraqi Kurds left the border areas vulnerable to Turkish Kurdish 
rebel activities against Turkey. 

Turkey on Wednesday declared a security zone as deep as 20 
kilometers (12 miles) in northern Iraq to block Turkish Kurdish 
rebels from entering Turkey. 

Turkish military activity at the boarder also signaled that 
preparations were underway to launch a cross-border raid in 
narthern Tlraq to crack dawn on the Turkish Kurdish rebels’? camps. 

Some Turkish newspapers reported Saturday that the army already 
sent scouting units inte northern Iraq to pinpoint rebel Kurds. 

Turkish Kurdish rebels have been fighting for autonomy and using 
bases in narthern iraq for hit-and-run attacks against Turkish 

















targets. 
Nore than 21,440 people have died in the fighting since 1984. 
(sh-za-fd) 
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BE-US-Turkey ,@351 
Christopher Gives Ankara Green Light on Security Zone in Iraq 
With Iragq~-Kurds 
@*” BARRY SCHWEID 
AP Diplomatic Writer : 

LOMDOM (AFD ~ U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher gave 
Turkey the green light Saturday to send troops into northern Iraq 
to ereate a buffer zone meant to keep Kurdish guerrillas from 
attacking Turkish territory. 

"We understand their reason for doing so," Christopher said. 

He stressed that the zone along the 24@-mile (3282 kilometer) 
barder shauld he very thin and temporary. Ankara has said that it 
plans to enforce a security zone as wide as 12 miles (24 
kilometers) along the mountainous border. 

Earlier this week, Turkey conducted an air attack on members of 
the Kurdistan Workers Party, or PKK, which has fought for 12 years 
ta carve an independent state out of parts of southeastern Turkey. 
The United States considers the PKK a terrorist organization. 

; "The Turks have genuine reasons to be concerned about their 
border and the PKK," Christopher said. 

Turkish Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller sent U.S. President Bill 
Clinton a letter this week notifying him of plans for the security 
é zone, which would be defended with heavy artillery and aircraft. 

Turkish officials have not said haw many troops they will send into 
Iraq. 
Even while attacking Iraq with cruise missiles, the Clinton 
administration has said it supports I[raq’s territorial integrity. 

Seme critics af the U.S. assault have warned that it may 
destabilize Iraq and the Gulf region. 

The lraqis teamed up with an Iraqi Kurdish group on Aug. Sl to 
drive a rival Kurdish faction from from Irbil, the main city in the 
northern "safe haven” for Kurds. The Iraqi incursion prompted the 
United States to launch missile strikes against southern Iraq on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Christopher praised Turkey on Gaturday for supporting the United 
States in keeping the skies over northern Iraq free of Iraqi 
warplanes. 

He flew ta London fram Germany to meet Sunday with Israeli — 
Foreign Minister David Levy. ee s— 
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States and— Western allies after Saddam crushed a Kurdish rebellion 


coalition ended Saddam’ s invasion and occupation of Kuwait on Iraq’s 
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*Turkomans Flee Saddam Terror in Irbil<¢ 
“By YALMAN ONARAN< 















ZAKHO, Iraq (AP) _ When Saddam Hussein’s troops intervened in t 
feud between two Kurdish factions, another ethnic minority fled his 
oppressive rule. 

Saddam sent his tanks to Irbil a week ago. Two days later, his 
secret police started rounding up Turkomans, members of the 
semi-nomadic tribe said Saturday. 

**They took 53 Turkomans away _ at least those are the ones we 
know,’’ said Mehmet Kemal, who fled Irbil Tuesday. 

Kemal then read out the names of the people he said were captur 
by Saddam’s men. **And two of them, leaders of the Traqi National 
Turkoman Party, were executed,’?’ he said. 

The party is banned by Baghdad as part of Saddam’s policy to 
subdue ethnic groups that might revolt against him. 

Kemal said he did not know what happened to the rest of the 53 
Turkomans on his list, but he said the two were among 96 people : 
executed in Irbil after Iraqi forces stormed into the city Aug. 31. 

The mass executions have been reported by many Irbil residents 
and by Iraqi opposition groups, but no witnesses have been found. 

Irbil, the largest city in the Kurdish enclave of northern Iraq, 
was quiet on Saturday. Guerrillas from the Saddam-allied Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) patrolled the city in pick-up trucks mounted 
with anti-aircraft guns. 

The KDF teamed up with Saddam, its erstwhile enemy, to push the 
rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) out of Irbil, capital of a 
de facto Kurdish state. The KDP now controls PUK installations in 
Irbil, including the television station. : 

Saddam's onslaught against the Kurdish enclave drew the wrath o 
the United States, which launched missiles at southern Iraq on ; 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

The. “safe haven’? in northern Iraq was declared by the United 


following his defeat in the 1991 Gulf War. The Kurds, long agitating 
for autonomy or independence, had been emboldened when a U.S.-led 
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fled Trbil. ss 
Side had fea Kirkuk three months age fearing Saddam. than he 
Gann to Irbil. Now, he will come, here, we know.’? she said as her 
two children watched. : 
Like the other verugent? she has found Chester’ with Turkomans i) 
Zakho« Her family is staying in a three-room house that shelters 53 
other people. Mattresses are jammed into the small rooms and 
overflow into the kitchen, the terrace and the garden. 1 
Mrs. Mehmetemin- said Traqg’s secret police arrested her husband 
twice in one month while they were in Kirkuk. When he was released 
the second time, they fied. = 
At least 108,008 Turkomans ‘have fled BRaghdad’s iron fist in the 
last two years, seeking safe haven in the Kurdish enclave. 
The Kurds, sympathetic to another minority’s plight, accepted 
them. The Iraqi National Turkoman Party was well-established in 
Irbil with a five-story headquarters and a local television 
broadcast. 





Kurds comprise about 19 percent of Iraq’s 18 million people, 
while Turkomans account for about 14 percent. 

Turkey asked its Western allies Saturday to give the Turkomans 
the same kind of protection they have tried to give the Kurds in the 
northern Iraq. The majority of Ifaq’s Turkomans live south of the 
“safe haven.’? 

However, Turkomans who reached Zakho were not optimistic that 
Turkey would open its borders to a potential flood of refugees. 

On Friday, 8@ Turkoman refugees tried to cross the border to s 
asylum but were sent back by Turkish border patrols, according to 
Aydin Kemal, a 38-year-old student. 

‘There is no safety here,’’ said Songul Fadil Ahmet, a 
31-year-old computer technician. ~*‘We heard Saddam is coming here. 
He will kill us. Tell Turkey to save ws,*’ she cried. 
*Cyo/bm/emf) ¢ 
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“Turkey to Allies: Protect Turkomans in Northern Iraq<¢ 

“EDS: ADDS villagers fleeing for fear of Turkish incursions RVSTS 
from Turkish Kurdish gquerrilla< 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _ Turkey on Saturday called on its Western 
allies to give Turkomans in the region the same kind of protection 
the alliance now provides Traqi Kurds in northern Iraq. 

Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller relayed Turkey's position to the 
U.S. Ambassador Mare Grossman here. 

Mrs. Ciller said that Turkomans, who are members of seminomadic 
tribes, lest lives and property in the latest turmoil in northern 
Iraq after an Iraqi Kurdish group made an alliance with Baghdad to 
beat a rival group. She didn’t cite any figures. 

Some 250,808 Turkomans of Turkish origin live in northern Iraq 
north of the 36th parallel where the U.S.~-led allied air force 
maintains security since the end of the Gulf War. The mission, known 
as Provide Comfort, operates from a southern Turkish base. 

The great majority of a total of 2.5 million Iraqi Turkomans 
lives south of the 36th parallel, mostly in the cities of Mosul and 
Kirkuke 
Nee. Ciller did not make it clear if Turkey wanted Washington to 
enlarge the no-fly zone over northern Iraq to cover 
Turkoman-populated Iraqi cities. 

The °‘framework of the Frovide Comfort has to be reshaped,’?7 Mrs 
Ciller said. 3 : - 
Hasan Ozmen, a representative of the Iraqi National Turkoman 
party here, said they expected the no-fly zone to be extended. : 

“*‘We relayed our expectations to the Turkish government,’" Ozman 
told The Associated Press. — i 

He claimed that the Iraqi troops detained some 300 Turkomans 
after they struck Irbil in alliance with the Iraqi Kurdish group. He 
added that a few hundred Turkomans fled Irbil and took refuge in i 
Zakho near the Turkish border. : 

U.S. State Department spokesman Blyn Davies said on Friday that 

States and Turkey will open discussions next week to 

ratio de Comfort. — 

Davies said that if Iraqi President Saddam Hussein retains a 
presence in the Kurdish. areas, it could have an impact on Provide 
Comfort. The mission’s military coordination center withdrew from 
northern Traq into Turkey Following the latest developments on 
Tuesday. 








‘Turkey Ske remains concerned that the latest fighting anony 
Iraqi Kurds left the border areas vulnerable to Turkish Kurdish 
rebel activities against Turkey. , 

Turkey on Wednesday declared a security zone as deep as 28 | 
kilometers (12 miles) in northern Iraq to block Turkish Kurdish 
rebels from entering Turkey. 

Turkish military activity at the border also signaled that 
preparations were underway to launch a cross-border raid in northern 
Itaq to erack down on the Turkish Kurdish rebels’? camps. 

Some Turkish newspapers reported Saturday that the army already 
atin scouting units inte northern Iraq to pinpoint rebel Kurds, 

Iraqi Kurdish villagers were seen fleeing from Banke village 
further inside northern Iraq in fear of a Turkish incursion. 

A Turkish Kurdish guerilla commander, who gave his code name as 
Dozwan, said his forces were ready for the Turkish army. 

“* We really desire them to come so we can give them a big 
blow,’? Dozwan said at his camp, two kilometers (1.2 miles) south of 
the Turkish border, just outside Banke. *‘*‘We will not fight fixed 
positions but on the move,’’ he told Associated Press Television. 

Turkish Kurdish rebels have been fighting for autonomy and using 
‘bases in northern eneq for hit-and-run attacks against Turkish 
targets. 

Nore than 21,@00@ people have died in the fighting since 1984. 

{ah-za-fd) 
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“Turkey to Allies: Protect Turkomans in Northern Traq<¢ 
“EDS: UPDATES with Ciller saying some Iraqi Kurdish villages might be 
evacuated ¢ 
ANKARA, Turkey {AFD — Turkey on Saturday called on its Western 
allies to give Turkomans in the region the same kind of protection 
the alliance now provides Iraqi Kurds in northern Traq. 
Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller relayed Turkey’s position ta the 
U.S. ambassador, Mare Grossman, in Ankara. 
Mrs. Ciller also said a security zone set up inside northern Ira 
along the joint border to prevent Turkish Kurdish rebel 
infiltrations into Turkey might require the evacuation of some Iraqi 
Kurdish settlements. 
‘*Some settlements in this buffer zane might be partially 
evacuated, but a full evacuation is not under consideration." she 
= told reporters. 
The Kurdistan Democratic Party, the Iraqi Kurdish group which 
controls the parts of northern Iraq along the Turkish border, said 
it received assurances from Turkey that there would be no damage to 
the civilians with the establishment of the security zone, 
Mrs, Ciller, 3rd graf 
(za~fd) 
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Decades of Feuding Undermine Iraqi Kurds’ Struggle for Statehood 
AF Photo NY9L 

By ALEX EFTY 

Associated Press Writer 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) - As leaders of northern Iraq’s two main 
Kurdish factions, Massoud Barzani and Jalal Talabani are bitter 
foes in an often bloody feud. 

It wasn’t always so. 

When Barzani was a boy, he fondly referred to Talabani as “mam 
Jalal," or uncle Jalal. They weren’t related by blood, but by a 
common cause - independence for Iraqi Kurds. 

At the time, Talabani was a top lieutenant of Barzani’s father, 
Mullah Mustafa Barzani, who founded the Kurdish Democratic Party. 
But Talabani broke away in the 1964s to form his own party, the 
Patriotic Unien of Kurdistan, and the two groups have been rivals 
ever since. 

For decades, the parties have alternated between periods of 
cooperation in battling the [raqi government and bouts of 
infighting that have undermined Kurdish efforts to secure their own 
state. 

In the latest round of communal conflict, the KDP is allied with 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, while the PUK is believed to be 
working with neighboring Iran. 

There is little reason to think the current alliances will last 
any longer than many previous ones. At various times, the two Iraqi 
Kurd groups have made deals with Iraq, Iran, the West and one 
another, only to see the links break apart. 

The fundamental difference between the two Kurdish factions is 
whether to struggle for full independence or to seek a compromise 
with Saddam that might give them limited autonomy and end conflict 
with the more powerful Iraqi army. 

The Kurds feel they have been repeatedly betrayed and abandoned 
by the West, dating back to shortly after World War I, when 
President Wilson of the United States promised them a state that 
never materialized. 
| As @ result, Barzani and his KDP have little faith in the West 
and are willing to seek a compromise with Saddam. The Iraqi army 
intervened in fighting in Irbil last week to help Karzani, but the 
KDP said it was only a temporary military alliance, not a political 
union. 

Talabani says Saddam cannot be trusted. He argues the Kurds 
should unite and join forces with other Iraqi dissidents in a bid 
to oust the Iraqi leader. 

Another key difference is social. Talabani’s supporters are 
mostly urban and more modern, while Barzani’s followers are 
primarily from the countryside and often cling to semifeudal ways. 

The United States has tried to mediate between the two groups 
Deirvce Washington and its allies declared northern Iraq a "safe 

haven" for Kurds in 1991. The zone was established to halt Iraqi 
attacks after Saddam's army crushed a Kurdish rebellion following 
his defeat in the Gulf War. 

The Americans have refrained from taking sides, but became 
embroiled last week when they fired cruise missiles at military 
targets in southern Iraq to punish Saddam for sending his army into 
the Kurdish safe haven. 

An estimated 24 million Kurds, an non-Arab Nuslim people, live 
in the wild mountain region where the borders of Syria, Turkey, 

traq, Iran, Armenia and Azerbaijan converge. Though their history 
goes back 2,900 years, they remain one of the world’s major 
national groups without a state of their own. 

The elder Barzani used to recall that his clan was involved in 
fighting for independence from the Ottoman Empire in the early 
190@@s. 

Toward the end af World War II, the elder Barzani scored his 
greatest triumph when he helped establish a homeland in 
northwestern Iran, with the tacit support of the Soviet Union. But 
at the end of the war, the Western allies backed the Shah of Iran 
in a blondy campaign that wiped out the state. 

Barzani launched a new rebellion in northern Iraq in the 1968s, 
backed by Iran with tacit U.S. support. But this rebellion 
eollapsed in 1975 when Iran and Iraq settled their differences. 

The iraqi Kurds revived their struggle during the Iran-Iraq war 
in the 1980s, supported by Iran. But Saddam crushed the Kurds, 
killing thousands with poison gas. 
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Turkey to Allies: Protect Turkomans in Northern Iraq 

EDS: ADDS villagers fleeing for fear of Turkish incursion; quote 
from Turkish Kurdish guerrilla 

ANKARA, Turkey (AF) - Turkey on Saturday called on its Western 
allies to give Turkomans in the region the same kind of protection 

he alliance now provides Iraqi Kurds in northern Iraq. 

Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller relayed Turkey’s position to the 
U.S. Ambassador Marc Grossman here. 

Mrs. Ciller said that Turkomans, who are members of seminomadic 
tribes, lost lives and property in the latest turmoil in northern 
Iraq after an Iraqi Kurdish group made an alliance with Baghdad to 
beat a rival group. She didn’t cite any figures. 

Some 25@,00@ Turkomans of Turkish origin live in northern Iraq 
north of the 46th parallel where the U.S.-led allied air force 
maintains security since the end of the Gulf War. The mission, 
known as Provide Camfort, operates from a southern Turkish base. 

The great majority of a total of 2.5 million Iraqi Turkomans 
lives south of the 36th parallel, mostly in the cities of Mosul and 
Kirkuk. 

Mere. Ciller did not make it clear if Turkey wanted Washington to 
enlarge the no-fly zone over northern [Iraq to cover 
Turkoman~populated Iraqi cities. 

The “framework of the Provide Comfort has to be reshaped," 
Mere. Ciller said. 

Hasan Ozmen, a representative of the Iraqi National Turkoman 
party here, said they expected the no-fly zone to be extended. 

“We relayed our expectations to the Turkish government," Ozman 
told The Associated Press. 

He claimed that the Iraqi troops detained some 306 Turkomans 
after they struck Irbil in alliance with the Iraqi Kurdish group. 
He added that a few hundred Turkomans fled Irbil and took refuge in 
Zakho near the Turkish border. 

U.S. State Department spokesman Glyn Davies said on Friday that 
the United States and Turkey will open discussions next week to 
review Operation Provide Comfort. 

Davies said that if Iragi President Saddam Hussein retains a 
presence in the Kurdish areas, it could have an impact on Provide 
Comfort. The mission’s military coordination center withdrew from 
northern Iraq inta Turkey following the latest developments on 
Tuesday. 

Turkey also remains concerned that the latest fighting among 
Iraqi Kurds left the border areas vulnerable to Turkish Kurdish 
rebel activities against Turkey. 

Turkey on Wednesday declared a security zone as deep as 20 
kilometers (12 miles) in northern Iraq to block Turkish Kurdish 
rebels from entering Turkey. 

Turkish military activity at the border also signaled that 
preparations were underway to launch a cross-border raid in 
northern Iraq ta crack dawn on the Turkish Kurdish rebels’ camps. 

Some Turkish newspapers reported Saturday that the army already 
sent scouting units inte northern Iraq to pinpoint rebel Kurds. 

Iraqi Kurdish villagers were seen fleeing from Banke village 
further inside northern Iraq in fear of a Turkish incursion. 

A Turkish Kurdish guerilla commander, who gave his code name as 
Dozwan, said his forces were ready for the Turkish army. 

" We really desire them to come so we can give them a big 
blow," Dozwan said at his camp, two kilometers (1.2 miles) south 
of the Turkish border, just outside Banke. "We will not fight 
fixed positions but on the move," he told Associated Press 

Television. 
& Turkish Kurdish rehels have been fighting for autonomy and using 
bases in northern Iraq for hit-and-run attacks against Turkish 
targets. 

More than 21,000 peaple have died in the fighting since 1964. 

(sh-za-fd) 
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Turkmens Flee Saddam Terror in Irbil 

Eds: Stands as lst-Ld Writethru to some points. 
By YALNAN ONARAN 

Associated Press Writer 

ZAKHO, Iraq (AP) — Hundreds of Turkmen tefugees crowded into 
‘this small town near the Turkish border Saturday, the latest ethnic 
minority ta flee the wrath of Saddam Hussein. 

The Turkmens, members of a seminomadic tribe, had sought shelter 
in Irbil with Kurds whe opposed Saddam’s government. But their 
refuge there turned into a trap when Saddam’s troops attacked the 
city Aug. Sl, seeking to replace one Kurdish faction with another. 

Two days after the tanks went in, Saddam’s secret police started 
rounding up Turkmens, tribe members said Saturday. 

"They took 53 Turkmens away - at least those are the ones we 
know,” said Mehmet Kemal, who fled Irbil Tuesday. 

He said two of those people, leaders of the Iraqi National 
Turkmen Party, were executed. 

The party is banned by Baghdad as part of Saddam’s policy, to 
subdue ethnic groups that might revolt against him. 

Kemal said he did not know what happened to the rest of the 53 
Turkmens, but he said the two were among 96 people executed in 
Irbil after Iraqi forces stormed into the city. 

The mass executions have been reported by many Irbil residents 
and by Iraqi opposition groups, though no witnesses to the killings 
have been found. 

Irbil, the largest city in the Kurdish enclave of northern Iraq, 
was quiet on Saturday. Guerrillas from the Saddam-allied Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) patrolled the city in pick-up trucks mounted 
with anti-aircraft guns. 

The KDF teamed up with Saddam, its erstwhile enemy, to push the 
rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) out of Irbil, capital of a 
de facto Kurdish state. The KDP now controls PUK installations in 
Irbil, including the television station. © 

Saddam's onslaught against the Kurdish enclave drew the wrath of 
the United States, which launched missiles at southern Iraq on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

A “safe haven" in northern Iraq was declared by the United 
States and Western allies after Saddam crushed a Kurdish rebellion 
followinn his defeat in the 1991 Gulf War. The Kurds, who had long 
agitated for autonomy or independence, had been emboldened when a 
U.8.-led coalition ended ie invasion and occupation of Kuwait 





‘Baghdad says its trosps have ‘left Irbil, but their tanks and 
artillery can be seen just 24 kilometers (15 miles) south of the 
city. The Turkmen refugees and others say Iraqi secret police 
remain in the city. 

By Saturday, about 308 Turkmen refugees had reached the small 
town of Zakho near the Turkish border, 388 kilometers (185 miles) 
north of Irbil. - 

"9 "Sunday night, Saddam's secret police came to our house, asking 
for my husband," said Kadriye Mehmetemin. “The next morning we 
fled Irbil. 

"We had fled Kirkuk three months ago fearing Saddam. Then he 

came to Irbil. Now, he will come here, we know." she said as her 
two children watched. 

Like the other refugees, she has found shelter with Turkmens in 
Zakho. Her family is staying in a three-room house that shelters 53 
other people. Mattresses are jammed into the small rooms and 
overflow into the kitchen, the terrace and the garden. 

Nes. Mehmetemin said Iraq’s secret police arrested her husband 
twice in one month while they were in Kirkuk. When he was released 
the second time, they fled. 

At least 148,040 Turkmens have fled Baghdad's rule in the last 
two years, seeking safe haven in the Kurdish enclave. 

The Kurds, sympathetic to another minority’s plight, accepted 
them. The Iraqi National Turkmen Party was well-established in 
Iebil with a five-story headquarters and a local television 
broadcast. 

Kurds comprise about 19 percent of Iraq’s 18 million people, 
while Turkmens account for about 14 percent. 

Tuckey asked its Western allies Saturday to give the Turkmens 
the same kind of protection they have tried to give the Kurds in 
the northern Iraq. The majority of Iraq’s Turkmens live south of 
the "safe haven." 

However, Turkmens who reached Zakho were not optimistic that 
Turkey would open its borders to a potential flood of refugees. 

On Friday, &@ Turkmen refugees tried to cross the border to seek 
asylum but were sent back by Turkish border patrols, according to 
Aydin Kemal, a 3@-year-old student. 

"There is no safety here," said Songul Fadil Ahmet, a 
3l-year-old computer technician. "We heard Saddam is coming here. 
He will kill us. Tell Turkey to save us," she cried. 
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EU Condemns Iraqi Use of Forces Urge Turkey To Stay outs Remain Mum 
on US Strikes : 
Ede: UPDATES with details and comments after session; TRINS 
previous 

With AF Photos 

By ROBERT J. WIELAARD 

Associated Fress Writer ‘ 

TRALEE, Ireland (AF) ~- The European Union condemned Iraq for 
using force against Kurds in north Iraqi safe areas and, in yet 
another policy difference with Washington, warned Turkey not toa 
invade the area. 

Earlier Gaturday, the U.S. administration said it supports 
Ankara’s plan to enter northern Iraq to retaliate against Kurdish 
rebels who have been staging hit-and-run attacks against Turkey. 

But at a meeting near this West Irish resort town, the 15 EU 
foreign ministers urged Turkey to respect Iraq's "territorial 
integrity," said French Foreign Minister Herve de Charette. 

While other delegates echoed that, British Foreign Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkind said London recognized the need for Turkey to send 
troops into northern Iraq “where there is no proper government 
(and the situation) is very turbulent." 

Rritain has been Washington's staunchest supporter through the 
latest standoff with Baghdad. U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said in London Saturday he understands “the Turks have 
genuine reasons to be concerned about their border." 

Turkey canducted an air attack last week against Iraq~based 
rebels, members of the Kurdistan Workers Party, or PKK, who have . 
fought for le years to carve an independent state out of parts of 
southeastern Turkey. 

The EU nations condemned Iraq for using force against Kurds in 
northern Iraq and demanded a withdrawal of Iraqi troops from the 
area. ‘ 

But they had no comment on this week’s retaliatory U.S. missile 
strikes that only Britain has wholeheartedly endorsed. 

The ministers dehated Iraq at the opening of a two-day informal 
session that came a day after the U.N. Security Couneil dropped 
consideration af a British resolution to condemn Iraq for its 
incursion into a Kurdish-protected zone. ; 

It failed ta win support in part because of opposition to the 
U.S. missile attacks and extension of "no fly" zones over Iraq. © 
Russia had threatened to veto the resolution. 

The Iraqis and the Kurdistan Democratic Party teamed up last 
Saturday to drive the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan from Irbil, the 
main city in the northern “safe haven" zone for the Kurds. That 
action prompted the United States to launch missile strikes against 
southern Iraq on Tuesday and Wednesday. ; 

While Britain backs America’s hard-line strategy toward Iraq, 
France has refused a U.S. request to help patrol wider no-fly zones 
over Iraq than those established by the U.N. Security Council after 
the 1991 Gulf War. 

De Charette said the issue of widening the no-fly zones was not 
discussed here. 

The EU wants the United Nations to proceed with a plan to allow 
Iraq to resume limited oil sales "as soon as conditions on the 
yeound permit this," said Irish Foreign Minister and meeting 
chairman Dick Spring. 

The U.N. plan would allow Iraq to buy food supplies but was put 
on hold following the Iraqi offensive last weekend. 

Kefore caminn here, Kifkind said the West Europeans should 
either back the United States on Iraq or come up with another plan. 

"If people wish to criticize the U.S.’s action, then they have 
to provide an alternative strategy," he said on BRC radio before 
coming here. 

"It’s no use saying what the Americans did will not resolve the 
problem. The fact is the Americans have taken tough action." 

The divisions within the EU over Iraq underscore the 
difficulties the 15 member governments face in turning their ideal 
of a single foreign policy into reality. 

(rw) 
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Iraqi~Backed Kurds Give UN Assurances They Won’t Obstruct 
Oil-For-Food 
By ROBERT H. RETD 
“Associated Press Writer 

& UNTTED NATTONS (AF) ~ Gaddam Hussein’s Kurdish allies have told 
the United Nations they will not interfere with the distribution of 
humanitarian goods under the plan to resume limited Iraqi oil 
sales, a senior U.N. official says. 

Concern over lack of cooperation by the Kurdish Democratic 
Party, which was put into power in the city of Irbil by Saddam’s 
troops, has heen cited by U.S. and Hritish officials as one of the 
reasons that could delay the oil sales deal. 

Under the plan, Iraq could sell dirs @ billion worth of oil ever 
$ix months to buy food and medicine. The United Nations would 
distribute food and medicine purchased with oil revenues in Kurd2en 
areas of the north. 

Iraq would distribute the supplies elsewhere under U.N. 
supervision. 

"The new (pro-itagid) authorities have gone to the U.N. and 
assured the U.N. of their full cooperation,” Shaukat Fareed, a 
director of the U.M.’s Department of Humanitarian Affairs, said 
Friday. 

U.N. afficials were ahout to implement the oi1 sales plan when 
£ Saddam’s troops invaded the protected Kurdish area to help their 
allies dislodge the rival, pro-Iranian Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan. 

Fresident Clinton said Tuesday the plan was on hold. U.S. and 
British officials say the situation in the Kurdish areas has thrown 
the timetable into doubt. 

"Clearly the events of a week ago make it very difficult for 
him to go ahead at this moment, Rritish deputy Ambassador Stephen 
Gamersall said. 

But other countries including Russia, France, Italy and Germany 
are anxious for oil sales to begin quickly. 

Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole opposes the oil sales 
plan as a reward to a dictator. Despite U.S. denials, diplomats 
from several European countries fear the United States may block 
the sales to exert pressure on Saddam. 

In arguing for a delay, U.&S. officials note that Irbil was to be 
the main distribution hub for delivering supplies in the north. 

& But Fareed said the United Nations could easily relocate the 
distribution center to Sulimaniyeh, which is controlled by the PUK. 

Fareed said a bigner problem was assuring the safety of oil 
monitors, who would oversee the flow of o11 through the pipeline 
fram northern Iraq to Turkey. 

"The monitors for the oil will be located in remote places 
where the pipelines are located," he said. “One has to be assured 
af their safety.” 
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Turkmens Flee Saddam Terror in Irbil 

Eds: UPDATES with Traq’s denial that it detained Turkmens and ADDS 
that Turkmen party is part of apposition coalition. UPDATES with 
demonstration in Kaghdad. Pickup i@th graf previous, “A "safe 
haven" «a.’? 

By YALNAN ONARAN 

Associated Press Writer 

ZAKHG, Iraq (AFD - Hundreds of Turkmen refugees crowded into 
this small town near the Turkish border Saturday, the latest ethnic 
minority ta flee the wrath of Saddam Hussein. 

The Turkmens, members of a seminomadic tribe, had sought shelter 
in Irbil with Kurds who opposed Saddam’s government. But their 
refuge there turned into a trap when Saddam’s troops attacked the 
city Aug. Sil, seeking ta replace one Kurdish faction with another. 

Two days after the tanks went in, Saddam’s secret police started 
rounding up Turkmens, tribe members said Saturday. 

The Iragi government denied Saturday night that its forces had 
detained Turkmens in Irbil. "These are rumors prepared by circles 
with evil political aims," the Information Ministry said. 

But Nehmet Kemal, who fled Irbil Tuesday, said: "They took S33 
Turkmens away ~- at least those are the ones we know.” 

He said two of those people, leaders of the Iraqi National 
Turkmen Party, were executed. 

The party is banned by Baghdad as part of Saddam's policy to 
subdue ethnic groups that might revolt against him. It is one of 24 
yroups that belong ta a loose opposition coalition called the Iraqi 
National Congress. 

Kemal said he did not know what happened to the rest of the S33 
Turkmens, but he said the two were among 96 people executed in 
Irbil after Iragi forces stormed into the city. 

The mass executions have been reported by many Irbil residents 
and by Iraqi opposition groups, though no witnesses to the killings 
have been found. 

Irhil, the largest city in the Kurdish enclave of northern Iraq, 
was quiet an Saturday. Guerrillas from the Saddam-allied Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (ADF) patrolled the city in pick-up trucks mounted 
with anti-aircraft guns. 

The KDP teamed up with Saddam, its erstwhile enemy, to push the 
rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) out of Irbil, capital of a 
de facta Kurdish state. The KDFP now controls PUK installations in 
irbil, including the television station. 

Saddam’s anslaught against the Kurdish enclave drew the wrath of 
the United States, which launched missiles at southern Iraq on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

In Baghdad, meanwhile, about 1,56@ women gathered Saturday to 
condemn the United States for its missile attacks. 

"Irbil is part of Traq. Its security is the duty of the Iraqi 
government, not anybody else’s," federation chairwoman Manal 
al~Alosi told the gathering. 

Pickup 12th graf previous, “A “safe haven" ..." 
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Turkmen Flee Irbil in Wake of Iraqi Assault 
Eds: Recaps previous. 

AP Photo ANKIGS 

By YALMAN ONARAN 

Associated Press Writer 

ZAKHO, Iraq (AP) — Turkmen refugees who fled to this town on the 
Iraq-Turkey border to escape an Iraqi offensive say that Saddam 
Hussein’s soldiers arrested dozens of their people, killing at 
least two. 

Thousands of Turkmen, a semi~nomadic tribe, live among Kurds in 
northern Iraq under the U.S.-protected "no-fly" zone. 

Saddam sent tanks into the area a week ago to oust an 
Iranian-backed Kurdish faction from Irbil, about 1485 miles (300 
kilometers) south of Zakho. Soon after, Iraqi secret police started 
rounding up Turkmens, the refugees said. 

The Iraqi yovernment denied Saturday that its forces had 
detained Turkmens in Irbil. “These are rumors prepared by circles 
with evil political aims," the Information Ministry said. 

But Mehmet Kemal, who fled Irbil on Tuesday, said: "They took 
S3 Turkmens away ~ at least those are the ones we know.” 

Kemal said two of them, leaders of the Iraqi National Turkmen 
Party, were executed. The party is banned as part of Saddam’s 
effort to subdue potential rebellion. 

Hasan Uzmen, a representative of the Iraqi National Turkmen 
party in Ankara, Turkey, told The Associated Press that about 308 
Jurkmens were detained after Iraqi troops stormed Irbil. 

Kemal said the two party leaders were among 96 people executed 

@ Irbil atter Iraqi forces stormed the city. yf 

Mass executions have been reported by many Irbil residents and 
by Iraqi oppasition groups, but no witnesses have been found. 

Irbil, the largest city in the Kurdish enclave of northern Iraq, 
was quiet Saturday. Guerrillas from the Iraq~allied Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, or KDP, patrolled the city in pick-up trucks 
mounted with anti-aircraft guns. 

The KDP teamed up with Saddam to push the rival Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan out of [rbil. The KDP now controls PUK installations 
in Irbil, including the television station. 2 

. Saddam’s incursion into the enclave prompted the United States 
_ to retaliate with missile strikes against air defense targets in 
southern L[raq on Tuesday and Wednesday. 
— mas of «7 United . & and Western allies established the "safe 
nawacenie fa pe Cae ne erst agra made a failed uprising against 
Saddam following his defeat in the 1991 Persian Gulf War. 

Turkmens make up 14 percent of Iraq’s 18 million people, while 
the Kurds account for 19 percent. At least 160,066 Turkmens moved 
to the protected enclave in the last two years to eseape Iraqi 
oppression. 

Saddam does not tolerate dissent of any kind. He may have 
targeted the Turkmen because the [raqi National Turkmen Party 
belongs ta the lraqi opposition umbrella group, the Iraqi National 
Congress. > ae P 

Iraqi tanks and artillery were positioned i5 miles (24 
kilometers) south of Irbil on Saturday. The Turkmen refugees and 
| @ vtners say Ivagi secret police remain in the city itself. 

Kadriye Mehmetemin said Saddam’s secret police went to her house 
Sunday night in an unsuccessful search for her husband. The next 
morning, the whole family fled Irbil. 

Previously, the secret police had twice arrested her husband in 
the town of Kirkuk. When he was released the second time, they 
fled. 

"We had fled Kirkuk three months ago fearing Saddam. Then he 
came to Irbil. Now, he will come here, we know," she said as her 
two children watched. 

Mrs. Mehmetemin is among 53 people being sheltered at a 
three-room house. Mattresses were jammed into the small rooms and 
overflowed inta the kitchen, the terrace and the garden. 

By Saturday, about 300 Turkmen refugees had reached Zakho. 

Turkey asked its Western allies Saturday to give the Turkmens 

* the same kind of protection they have tried to give the Kurds. 

Most of the Turkmen live outside of the safe haven, but it was 
not clear if Turkish Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller was asking the 
United States to extend the no-fly zone to cover Turkmen-populated 
cities. 

On Friday, @4 Turkmen refugees tried to cross into Turkey to 
seek asylum, but were sent back by furkish border patrols, said 
Aydin Kemal, a 38-year-old student. 

"There is no safety here," said Songul Fadil Ahmet, a 
31-year-ald camputer technician. "We heard Saddam is coming here. 
He will kill us. Tell Turkey to save us." ; 






980021 Sep GMT 














CCyprusid 
APW YYV47 Ra ----- Precede NICOSTA 49-48 12:@1p 


BC-lraq-Kurds, ist Ld-Writethru, 6596 

Precede NICOSIA 

URGENT 

Kurdish Group Claim Fresh (mslaught By Iraqis And Rival Kurds 
Eds: UPDATES with U.N. officers confirming new Iraqi movements, 
reports of new fighting. ; 

With BC-Iraq 

By BRIAN MURFHY — 

Associated Press Writer 

IRBIL, Iraq (AP) — A Kurdish rebel group said it was under 
fierce attack by Saddam Hussein’s forces and a rival Kurdish 
faction Gunday. It asked for urgent U.S. intervention. 

United Nations officers in Irbil, at least 3@ kilometers (18 
miles) fram the reported battle, confirmed a new Iraqi infantry 
drive was underway. One U.N. officer, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said fighting was preventing the U.N. forces from going 
to the scene. 

The Patriotic Union af Kurdistan, whose guerrillas were ousted 
from Irbil a week ago by Iraqi troops and rival Kurds, said fierce 
fighting erupted at & a.m. (8408 GMT) Sunday. 

A PUK statement and the U.N. officers’ comments placed the 
action in a triangle between Irbil on the west, Dokan Lake on the 
east and the Little Zab River. 

This area, along with the city of Sulaymaniya southeast of the 
embattled triangle, form the last main strongholds for the PUK in 
Iraq. 

Until Aug. Si, the PUK controlled Irbil, the largest Kurdish 
city in northern Iraq. Saddam’s army punched into the city with the 
PUKI?s rival, the Kurdistan Democratic Party. The KDP has now 
supplanted the PUK in Irbil, the largest city in what was supposed 
to be a “safe haven" that protected the Kurds from Saddam’s 
wrath. 

“We call on the U.S. and its coalition partners to intervene 
urgently to halt the Iraqi aggression and end this onslaught 
against the Kurdish people," the PUK said in a fax sent to The 
Associated Press in Nicosia, Cyprus, from its office in a Virginia 
suburb of Washington, D.C. _ 

The United States launched cruise missiles at Iraq last Tuesday 
and Wednesday after Saddam defied the Western allies’ decree that 
northern Iraq was a "safe haven" for Kurds. 

Nearly half of Iraq, comprising wide swaths of “no-fly" zones 
in both northern and southern Iraq, are also off~limits to Saddam’s 
aircraft. These measures were taken after a U.S.-led military 
coalition drove Saddam’s occupation forces out of Kuwait in the 
1991 Gulf War. 

The KDP is headed by Massoud Barzani, once an ally of PUK leader 
Jalal Talabani in the campaign for Kurdish independence. . 

The PUK statement said that at 8 a.m. (G@4@@ GMT) Sunday, Iraqi 
and KDP forces, "supported by tanks and heavy artillery, attacked 
Kurdish positions at the junction of Denala, southeast of Irbil. 
Fierce fighting is reported in the area." 

The FUK said Iraqi and KDE forces were trying Ay break through 
their lines to capture Kuysanjaq, which it said has a population of 
$0,004. Kuysanjaq is ahout SH kilometers (30 miles) southeast of 
Iybil. 

The U.N. oafficer said Iraqi infantry were pushing southeast on a 
different axis toward Taqtaq, 7@ kilometers (45 miles) southeast of 
Irbil, near the Little Zab River. 

He said a force made up mainly of KDP fighters, but aided by 
some Iraqi government troops, have pushed the PUK out of Degala, 
about 30 kilometers (18 miles) east of Irbil. 

The fall of Degala and Tagtaq would put the Iraqi-backed KDP in 
| stronger position to take control of Kuysanjaq and the Dokan Dam, 

which provides water and electricity to Irbil. Irbil has been 
without power and running water, and the KDP has accused the PUK of 
cutting the sources at Dokan. 
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Turkey To Furnish Border With Electronic System 

EDS: RECASTS with Ciller saying border will be monitored with 
electronic systems; ADDS Ciller phone conversation with Christopher 
Ry ZEYNEFP SLENDAR 

Associated Press Writer 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD ~ Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller said Sunday 
that Turkey will install an electronic surveillance system along 
its border with Iraq to combat infiltrations by Turkish Kurdish 
rebels. 

Kurdish guerrillas, fighting for autonomy in southeast Turkey, 
stage hit~-and-run attacks from bases in northern Iraq. 

Turkey is concerned that the latest fighting among Iraqi Kurds 
in northern [Iraq leaves its border particularly vulnerable to 
attacks by the Kurdistan Warkers PeCRYs or FKK, as the Turkish 
Kurdish rebels call themselves. 

Turkey last week declared a security zone as deep as 2G 
Kilometers (12 miles) inte northern Iraq. Mrs. Ciller did nat 
elaborate ahout the electronic security system project except toa 
say it would help monitor the mountainous rough terrain. 

But the daily Milbliyet said Turkey would use a Turkish satellite 
and install heat-sensitive cameras along the 334 kilometer (26 
mile) long border. 

U.S. Secretary of titate Warren Christopher on Saturday spoke 
supportively of Turkey’s security concerns. 

"The Turks have genuine reasons to be concerned about their 
border and the PKK," Christopher told reporters in London. But he 
etressed that the security zone should be narrow and temporary. 

Mee. Ciller denied media reports that the Turkish army planned 
to invade the security zone in northern Iraq. 

"The essential thing is to launch an operation to take the 
Necessary measures to prevent terrorist passage," she told 
reporters. 

The PKK, which also remains active in eastern provinces, 
ambushed army patrols Saturday in two separate attacks, killing 
nine soldiers in the region, the Anatolia agency reported. 

Mera. Ciller said she spoke with Christopher on Sunday to argue 
that the United States should compensate Turkey for financial 
losses. 

Turkey estimates its losses at dirs 27 billion from the closure 
of a joint oil pipeline and the halting of trade with Iraq because 
of ULM, trade sanctions anainst Kaghdad after its invasion of 
Kuwait in 1998. 

The oi1 pipeline was scheduled to be reopened this month but the 
United Nations postponed that after Kaghdad’s latest offensive in 
northern Iraq. 
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“Iraq Gains in the North, Suffers Limited Punishment ¢ 

“By BRIAN MURPHY= 

‘“fasociated Frress Writer= 

IRBIL, Iraq (AFD — A young Traqi soldier digning a trench put 
down his shovel and looked over his shoulder to make sure no one was 
watching. He quickly jabbed his fingers in a V-for-victory sign and 
went back to work. 

The sveaty conscript summed up Frresident Saddam Hussein’s lates 
muscle-flexing in northern Iraq: enough gains to claim triumph but 
enough punishment toa muzzle the celebration. 

In the past week, Saddam’s forces captured the key narthern cit 
af Irbil in the Kurdish nate haven’ zane, 

handed it over to an allied Kurdish faction and weathered 

a U.S. missile etrike without suffering any major losses. 

“*It was nearly perfect for Saddam,’*’ Fisal Hammidi, a retired 
BRaghdad University professor in Irbil, said of the Iraqi military 
action. 

“*Tt was big enough for Saddam to show the world he’s still 
around, but local enough so the world didn’t come crashing down on 
him like before,’’ Hammidi said. 

The offensive prompted the United States to fire 44 oruise 
wissiles at air defense targets in southern Iraq and led to an 
expansion of the no-fly zone in the region. 

The Americans proclaimed the mission a success and warned of 
further strikes if Saddam again unleashed his army. U.S. officials 
noted that Iraq withdrew its army from Irbil following the U.S. 
attack. : 
However, Saddam could legitimately claim victories of his own. 
QOnee again, he has managed to exploit divisions among the 3.5 
million Kurds wha make up most of the population in northern Traq. 

His army aligned with one faction, the Kurdish Democratic Party, 
to take control of Irbil, the main Kurdish city in the north, from a 
rival faction, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

It now appears Saddam has more influence in northern Iraq than 
any time since 1991, when the safe haven was established by the 
Anericang and their allies shortly after the Gulf War. 

While the Americans showed that they will punish Saddam for his. 
Military adventures, his losses appear relatively miner. 

Iraq’s air force and its air defense systems have not been 
effective since the Gulf War. Even before the American strike last 
week, they were not expected to hee a decisive factor in any major 
conflict. 

Saddam depends largely on several divisions of Republican Guard | 
troops, his best<-trained and best-equipped fighters, and they were 
untouched by the American strikes. 














Also, the Americans received only mixed international 
their + military actions in Iraq, revealing the difficulty of — 
maintaining a united, hard-line position against Saddam. 

While Iraq’s military pulled out of Irbil, the secret Malzck 
remained behind and the tanks and artillery moved only a few miles 
{kilometers) to the ‘south, esuEsre them in position to strike again 
on short notice. 

Ordinary tvadis, meanwhile, may feel further pinched by the 
latest conflict. 2 ' 

The CUPTENcy the dinar, has fluctuated wildly in the past week. 

“It went from around 1,006 to the U.S. dollar before the fighting, 
than sank to 2, @66 aaetud the conflict, before recovering toa about 
1,506 to the dollar. 

In addition, the U.N.'’s oil-for-food deal with Iraq, which was 
expected ta yet Mndssesy around the middle of September, has been 
put on hald. 

The deal, which would allow Iraq to sell dirs 2 billion of ail 
every six months to buy food and medicine, will give Iraq its first. 
ecoviomic relief since comprehensive U.N. sanctions were impased 
following Iraq’s : 

‘ 199@ invasion of Kuwait. 

The Kurdistan Democratic Party insists its alliance with Saddam’ 
military will last only long enough to cripple the rival Patriotic 

Union of Kurdistan. 

But some Kurds fear it could be just the invitation Iraq needs + 
bully its way back into the region. 

Pictures of Saddam were stripped down after the Gulf War and 
replaced with the icons of the two Kurdish factions: Massoud Barzani 
in the Democratic Party areas and Jalal Talabani in the Fatriotic 
Union zones. 

“*T trust Barzani like a brother but even a brother can be foole 
hy a clever enemy,’’ said Hussein Mustafa, 6@, who has a small stall 
that sells fresh yogurt in Irbil. “‘Can we ever be sure of Saddam? 

No, never.?? 

"You are right,’' yelled meat seller Abdi Rasul, arranging a 
cow's head on the sidewalk. ‘*‘Qnly God and Saddam knows what he will 
da next. For me, I would like him as far away as possible, but he 
seems to be coming closer.’? 

Kurds have good reasan to be apprehensive. Thousands of Kurds 
were killed in 1988 after Saddam’s poison gas attack and 2@ million 
fled to neighboring Iran and Turkey when Baghdad’s army crushed a 
Kurdigh rebellion in 1991. 

The nearly exhausted economy in nerthern Traq limps along. The 
only reliable supply of goods and fuel come from Turkey, where 
truckers wait for days in lines miles (kilometers) long at the 
border. 






““We are under «a double embargo: the U.N. embarga against Iraq, 
and Ivraq’s embargo against the Kurds,’’ said 
Kemal Al-Rashid, a teacher from Zakho near the Turkish border. 
“How Long can you live on hope??? 
* (bm~s f~gm) 
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" *Ivaq Gains in the North, Suffers Limited Punishment< 
“With Traq-Kurds 
“By BRIAN MURPHY= 
‘Associated Press Writer= 
IRBIL, Iraq tAP) — A young Iragi soldier digging a trench put 
down his shovel and locked over his shoulder before quickly jabbing 
his fingers into the air in a bist atlas aa sign. Then he went back 
to work. 

















The sweaty conscript’s Forvkive gesture summed up President Sadd. 
Hugsein’s latest muscle-flexing in northern Iraq: he and his troops 
have made enough gains to claim triumph but they’ve mostly kept 
quiet about it. | 
In the past week, Saddam’s forces captured the key northern city 
of Irbil in the Kurdish safe haven, handed it over to an allied 
Kurdish faction and weathered a U.S. missile strike, all without 
major losses. On Sunday, Iraqi and Kurdish troops reportedly 
attacked two towns outside Irbil,. 
“‘It was nearly perfect for Saddam,’’ Faisal Hammidi, a retired 
Raghdad University professor in Irbil, said of Iraq’s move on the 
city. “°It was big enough for Saddam to show the world he’s still 
around, but local enough so the world didn’t come crashing down on 
him like before.?? 
The offensive prompted the United States to fire 44 missiles at 
air defenses in southern Iraq and led to an expansion of the no-fly 
zone in the north, en Saddam risks a Western response if he sends 
aircraft, 
The Anak ives proclaimed the missile attacks a success and warn 
of further strikes if Saddam unleashed his army again. U.S. 
} officials noted that Traq withdrew its army from Irbil following the 
U.S. attack. 
However, Saddam co 1d legitimately claim victories of his own. 
Once again, he has managed to exploit divisions aniong the 3.5 
million Kurds who make tip. mo: t+ of the population in northern Iraq. 

: His army aligned th one faction, the Kurdish Democratic Party: 
te: take control of Irbil 1 a rival bing ste the Patriotic Union 
a Kurdistan. ; — Sey 7 

It now aibeed erabihniion ine more influence in northern Iraq — 
Chanee any time since 1991, when the safe haven was established by 
the Americans and piesa eae ce after Saddam moved in to erush a 
post-Gulf War Kurdish uv sing. 

His losses have been relabively minor. Traq’s ait force and 
vada defense systems have oe been effective since the Gulf War, and 
even before the U.S. airstrikes they. were not expected to play a. 


Amc ins co) — ; 
* ae ag ee ree arpely on Several divisions of Republican 


“houpk, his best-trained os est-equipped fighters, and they were. 
untouched by the American strikes. VS te 

Saddam also exposed the difficulty Washington faces in ee 
maintaining a united, hard-line Western response to his actions. The | 
Americans received only. mixed international ‘support for their 
military strikes in Iraq. 

And while Iraq’s wititary pulled out of Irbil, the secret polseg 
remained behind and the tanks and artillery moved only a few miles 
(kilometers) to the mish gh putting them in position to strike again 
on short notice. 

The RurAsawan Democratic Party insists that its alliance with 
Saddam’s military will last only long enough to cripple its rival. 

But some Kurds fear it could be just the invitation Iraq needs to 
bully its way back into the region. 

Kurds have good reason to be apprehensive. Thousands of Kurds 
‘were hilled in 1988 in Iraqi poison gas attacks and 2 million fled | 
to neighboring Iran and Turkey ssa Raghdad’s army crushed the 19914 
Kurdish rebellion. 

Pictures of Saddam were ripped down after the Gulf War and 
replaced with those of the two Kurdish faction leaders: Massoud 
Barzani in the Democratic Party areas and Jalal Talabani in the 
Patriotic Union zones. 

**L trust Barzani like a brother but even a brother can be fool 
by a clever enemy,’’ said Hussein Mustafa, 60, who sells fresh 
yegurt in a small stall in Irbil. **Can we ever be sure of Saddam? 

No, never."* 

“*¥You are right,’ yelled butcher Abdi Rasul, arranging a cow's 
head on the sidewalk. ‘*‘Only God and Saddam knows what he will do 
next. For me, I would like him as far away as possible, but he seems 
to be coming closer.’’ 
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“Kurds in Northeast Iraq Flee as Offensive Presses Ahead < 
AEDs: UPDATES with Kurdish faction saying refugees fleeing areas in 
northeast Iraq, minor editing to trim. ¢ 
“AP Photos Available< 
“By BRIAN MURPHY= 
*Associated Press Writer= ; ‘ 

IRBIL, Iraq (AP) — Kurdish refugees streamed out of towns in th 
northeast and headed toward the Iranian border in the wake of an 
offensive by a Kurdish faction allied with President Saddam Hussein, 

The Kurdistan Democratic Party, which has teamed up with the 
Iraqi military, captured two more towns Sunday in an ongoing 
offensive taking it eastward into territory controlled by the rival 
Pateoiotic Union of Kurdistan. 

Iraqi forces appeared to be moving behind the front-line KDF 
fighters, but were not playing a major role in the fighting, 
according to most accounts. 

The KDF appeared to have its eyes on two key targets _ the Doka 
Dam, which controls power in the region, and the city of 
Sulaymaniyah, the last major PUK stronghold. 

The Fatriotic Union claimed that thousands of people fled the 
towns captured Sunday, and thousands more were already fleeing 
Sulaymaniyah, fearing an imminent attack on the city. 

““There is panic among the population” of (Sulaymaniyah),"’" the 
PUK said in a statement issued from its offices outside Washington. 

*“A humanitarian catastreaphe is unfolding and the international 
community is standing idly by.’ 

The exact size of the exodus could not be independently 
confirmed, But it was clear that growing numbers were fleeing their 
homes as the KDF offensive gathered momentum. 

Fighting side-by-side, the Iraqi forces and the KDP on Aug. 31 
captured Irbil, the de facto capital of the Kurdish safe haven 
established in northern Iraq after the 1991 Gulf War. . 

The United States responded last week with missile attacks 
targeting air defense sites in southern Iraq. Since the U.S. strike, 
Iraqi forces appear to have refrained from direct involvement in the (, 
battles between the rival Kurdish groups. 

But Iraq placed its heavy weaponry only a few kilometers (miles) 
behind the front-line positions of its KDP allies. Almost 190 Iraqi 
tanks and dozens of artillery pieces could be seen in the region in 
recent days. 

U.S. Defense Secretary William Perry told the CES television 
network on Sunday that some Iraqi troops “‘are still nearby and 
still dangerous.?? 

The PUK has iMblabved that Iraqi forces are taking part. And it 
said the combined Iraq-KDFP troops were advancing on Sulaymaniyah 
from three directions _ north, south and west _ giving civilians no 
where to go but east toward the Iranian border. 

The latest reports have stirred memories of the 1991 refugee 
erisis in northern when Saddam’?s army crushed a Kurdish rebellion in 
the weeks after the Gulf War, prompting up to 2@ million Kurdish 
refugees to flee into Iran and Turkey. 

The United States and its allies then established a safe haven 
for the Kurds. However, Kurdish infighting has kept the region 
unstable and set the scene for the recent intervention by Iraqi 
forces. 

The Kurdish factions have military forces that are roughly 
Similar in size, but the KDP has advancing steadily against the PUK 
forces this month. 

In Sunday’s fighting, the KDP overran the towns of Degala and 
Kuysanjaq, about 3@ and SO kilometers (20 and 3@ miles) east of 
Irbil. 


The KDFP said it was seeking to gain control of the nearby Dokan 
Dam, site of a hydro-electric plant. The PUK still controls the 
plant and cut power and water to Irbil after being driven out of the 
city, the KDP said. 

The Americans have made clear that their overriding concern is 
Saddam’s army, and they do not want to take sides in the Kurdish 
conflict. 


*“We should not pe involved in civil war in the northy? ? Perry 














SS Ree EMRE MVE POT, WIECH NaS Teamed up with the 
Iraqi military, captured two more towns Sunday in an ongoing 

offensive taking it eastward into territory controlled by the rival 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

Iraqi forces appeared to be moving behind the front-line KDF 
fighters, but were not playing a major role in the fighting, 
according to most accounts. 

The KDF appeared to have its eyes on two key targets _ the Doka 
Dam, which controls power in the region, and the city of 
Sulaymaniyah, the last major PUK stronghold. 

The Patriotic Union claimed that thousands of people fled the 
towns captured Sunday, and thousands more were already fleeing 
Sulaymaniyah, fearing an imminent attack on the city. 

*“There is panic among the population of (Sulaymaniyah),’’ the 
PUK said in a statement issued from its offices outside Washington. 

*“A humanitarian catastrophe is unfolding and the international 
community is standing idly by.’’ 

The exact size of the exodus could not be independently 
confirmed. Rut it was clear that growing numbers were fleeing their 
homes as the KDP offensive gathered momentum. 

Fighting side-by-side, the Iraqi forces and the KDP on Aug. 31 
captured Irbil, the de facto capital of the Kurdish safe haven 
established in northern Iraq after the 1991 Gulf War. 

The United States responded last week with missile attacks 
tarneting air defense sites in southern Iraq. Since the U.S. strike, 
Iraqi forces appear to have refrained from direct involvement in the 
battles between the rival Kurdish groups. 

But Iraq placed its heavy weaponry only a few kilometers (miles 
behind the front-line positions of its KDP allies. Almost 100 Iraqi 
tanks and dozens of artillery pieces could be seen in the region in 
recent days. 

U.S. Defense Secretary William Perry told the CRS television 
network on Sunday that some Iraqi troops “‘are still nearby and 
still dangerous.”? 

The PUK has inteted that Iraqi forces are taking part. And ate 
said the combined Iraq-KDP troops were advancing on Sulaymaniyah 
from three directions _ north, south and west _ giving civilians no 
where to go but east toward the Iranian border. 

The latest reports have stirred memories of the 1991 refugee 
crisis in northern when Saddam’s army crushed a Kurdish rebellion in 
the weeks after the Gulf War, prompting up to 2 million Kurdish 
refugees to flee into Iran and Turkey. 

The United States and its allies then established a safe haven 
for the Kurds. However, Kurdish infighting has kept the region 
unstable and set the scene for the recent intervention by Iraqi 
forces. 


The Kurdish factions have military forces that are roughly 
similar in size, but the KDF has advancing steadily against the PUK 
forces this month. | 

In Sunday's fighting, the KDP overran the towns of Degala and — 
Kuysanjaq, about 30 and 5@ kilometers (2@ and 348 miles) east of 
Irbil.. , 

The KDF said it was seeking to gain control of the nearby Dokar 
Dam, site of a hydro-electric plant. The PUK still controls the 
plant and cut power and water to Irbil after being driven out of the 
city, the KDP said. ‘ 

The Americans have made clear that their overriding concern is 
Saddam’s army, and they do not want to take sides in the Kurdish 
conflict. : 

““We should not be involved in civil war in the north," Perry 
said. He said any retaliatory attacks would take place ‘‘where our 
interests are." 

Washington also expanded the southern ‘‘no fly"? zone this past 
week to further limit Saddam’s capabilities. 

About half of Iraq, comprising wide swaths of both the north ar 
the south, are off-limits to Saddam’s aircraft. 

Saddam said last week that Iraq would no longer honor the no-f] 
zone and would target U.S. and allied aircraft that fly dozens of 
missions daily over the exclusionary zones. 

The Iraqi News Agency said the aircraft made 99 flights Sanday 
ever the newly expanded southern no-fly zone, and 12 over the 
northern exclusionary zone. 

(gm) 
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‘Greece Opposes Turkish ‘Plan. For Buffer Zone In Morthern Iraq <¢ 

ATHENS, Greece (AP) _ Greece opposes Turkey’s plan to set up a 
buffer zone inside northern Iraq, saying that this would undermine 
Iraq’s sovereignty and international treaties. 

A ““This development raises alarming concerns “from many points of 
View,’’ Fremier Castas Simitie said in a letter to U.S. President 
Bill Clinton made public on Monday. 

“*Tt has a direct destabilizing effect in the area, it violates 
basic principles of international law, it circumscribes relevant 
U.N. resolutions and creates a most dangerous precedent for the 
region and elsewhere,’?? Simitis said. 

The letter was dated Sept. 6 and was in response to a letter sey 
by Clinton to the leaders of EU member states on Sept. 3 asking them 
to support U.S. military action against Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein last week. 

Turkey has said it plans to enforce a security zone as wide as § 
Kilometers (12 miles) along the mountainous border to guard against 
attacks by Kurdish rebels operating from Iraq. The U.S. has said 

that it backs this PRARCRES although last year it opposed a gimilar 
Turkish plan. 

‘““Greece considers (it) essential to ensure full respect for tha 
existing territerial status que in this area as defined hy 
longstanding international treaties. All the more sao since Greece 
has recently been faced with territorial claims on the part af 
Turkey,’’ Gimitis wrote. 

Turkey has questioned Greece’s sovereignty ef some islets in ha 
eastern Aegean Sea and only U.S. intervention averted a military 
clash between the two MATO allies in late January. Turkey has 
rejected Greece’s suggestion that it take its case to the 
International Court of Justice at The Haque, proposing instead a 
direct dialogue. 

Athens says that Ankara is ne tinaties the 1923 Treaty of 
Lausanne which established Turkey’ s borders, including these with 
Greece and with Tran and Iraq. 

“yh ¢ 
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“Iraq Offers Toe Cooperate With Turkey To Keep Kurdish Rebels Out< 
“Ky SUZAN FRASER= 
Associated Press Writer= : 

ANKARA, Turkey {AFD - In a sign that Baghdad has strengthened it 
hold in Kurdish~controlled areas, Iraq on Monday offered to 
cooperate with Ankara to keep Turkish Kurdish rebels from crossing 
into Turkey. 

Iraqi ambassador Rafi Dahham Mejuel El-Tikriti met with Deputy 
Fareign Minister Onur Oymen to relay Baghdad’s opposition to Turkish 
moves to establish a buffer zone along its 33@-kilometer (20@-mile) 
border with northern Iraq. 

““‘We will not accept anything that is against Traq’s 
savereignty,’?’ £1-Tikriti told reporters. “‘We could cooperate on 
the basis of mutual understanding, but Turkish soldiers shauld not 
enter northern Iraq,’’ the ambassador said. 

El-Tikriti did not say what kind of cooperation was possible wi 
Turkey to prevent Turkish Kurdish rebels from infiltrating. 

ITragi Kurds established a de facto state in northern Iraq with 
the help of a U.S.-led allied air force after the Gulf War. 

Turkey and Traq used to have a “hot pursuit agreement’? which 
allowed Turkish troops .to enter into northern Iraq in pursuit of 
Turkish Kurdish rebels. Turkey took advantage of the agreemenygt 
several times before the Gulf War. 

The guerrillas of the Kurdistan Workers Party, PKK, have been 
fighting for autonomy in southeastern Turkey since 1984, 

Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller said Monday that Bec apea she aim WS 
“a to send troops inside Iraq. 

Traq moved into northern Iraq after the Kurdistan Democratic 
Bacts. KDF, asked for its military support against a rival Kurdish 
group last month, 

The KDF controls parts of northern Traq adjacent to Turkey. 

Egypt and other Arab nations have criticized Turkey’s moves to 
establish the buffer zone, calling the act a violation of Iraq’s 
savereignty and territorial integrity. 

On Monday, Freesident Suleyman Demirel spoke by with Eqyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak to explain Turkey’s aims, a presidential 
statement said. : ; 

Turkish-Kurdish fighting has cost some 21,0060 lives since 1984, 

Turkish troops killed 39 Kurdish rebels in the southeastern 
Turkish provinces of Sirnak, Siirt, Hakkari, Van and Diyarbakir, the 
Anatolia news agency said Monday. One Turkish soldier was also 
killed in the fighting in Hakkari PYOWATEe 4 

(sf-za) 
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4EC-US~Tragq 
“Clinten Calls On Kurds To End Conflict <¢ 
“With Traq—Kurds ¢ i 
“ky JIM ARRANS= 
“Associated Press Writer= 
WASHINGTON (AF) — Frresident Bill Clinton said on Monday the 
United States is doing all ait can “to help anybody that needs to be 
out of Traq,’7 bat declined te offer direct assistance ta stranded 
U.8.-backed oppenents of Saddam Huseein. 
Clinten would not comment on reports that about 206 Traqis who 
belong to the U.S.~financed Iraqi National Congress are holed up at 
a mountain tresert, fearful that the United States has abandoned them 
since Saddam’s forces captured the city of Irbil eight days aga. 
**I think it would be better for me not to comment now,’’ Clint 
said. *‘‘We're doing everything we think we can to help anybody that 
needs to be out of Iraq.’? 
He appealed tea fighting Kurdish forces to avoid “‘any cavalier 
killing of civilians and others who are not combatants in this,’’ 
and said U.8. assistance would be pointless if Kurdish leaders 
continue to promote fighting. 
“*T would still like to do more to help the Kurds,’’ Clinton 
said, *‘But frankly, if you want the fighting to be ended, the 
leaders of the various factions are going to have to be willing toa 
yo back ta the peace table and talk it through.’’ 
The U.S. government has sponsored the Iraqi National Congress 
gince the Gulf War as a means of fomenting oppasition to Saddam. But 
the organization was effectively broken up by Saddam’s military 
provocations in Iraq’s Kurdish north. 
Administration afficials appearing on the Sunday news programs 
made clear that U.S. strategic interests lie in the South, where 
Iraq borders the oil-rich nations of Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, and 
not in involvement in the complex factional fighting in the Kurdish 
NOLCH « 






‘“*We should not be involved in civil war in the north,’’ Defen 
Secretary William Perry said. **‘We should focus our actions where | 
our interests are,’” 

Saddam, at the invitation of one of the Kurdish factions, on Au 
31 violated the Kurdish “‘safe haven’’ zone by sending some 48, @0@ 
troops inte the Kurdish capital of Irbil. 

The Clinton administration responded by firing cruise missiles 
Iraqi anti-missile sites in southern Iraq and extending to the 
outskirts of Kaghdad the “*no-fly"? zone set up after Iraq’s defeat 
in the 1991 Gulf War. 
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Saddam~Backed Kurdish Faction Charges “ast in Apparent Rout of 
Kivalis 

Eda: UPDATES with U.N. guards chief reporting KDF has taken over 
Sulaymaniyah. No pickup. 

AM Photos BAGIGI sANKIGes IRRIGS 

By BRIN MUREHY 

Associated Press Writer 

DOKAN, Iraq (APD ~ With yellow ribbons tied to their guns, a 
Kurdish faction backed by Saddam Hussein stormed across 
northeastern Iraq, turning a 1@-day~old battle against Kurdish 
rebels into a rout Monday. 

As allied Iraqi forces trailed close behind, the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party appeared headed for a sweeping victory in the 
reyion anainst the crumbling resistance of the Fatriotic Union of 
Kurdistan. 

The head of a United Nations guards unit in Sulaymaniyah, 
Stafford Clarry, reported the town had fallen to the KDP after the 
FUK forces ahandoned their posts. Kurdish groups did not 
immediately confirm the account. 

if the loss af Gulaymaniyah is confirmed, the Iraqi president 
will effectively have influence over much of northern Iraq for the 
first time since the U.S.-led forces established a Kurdish "safe 
haven" after the 1991 Gulf War. 

The United States, which launched missile strikes against 
southern Iraq last week, has made clear it has no plans to take 
sides in the fighting between the Kurdish factions. 

The missile strikes appeared to discourage Iraqi forces from 
taking a direct role in the fighting, but it has not slowed the 
KDFP. With Iraqi help, the KDP captured Irbil, the de facto capital 
of the Kurdish region, on Aug. Bi. 

The KDP has been fighting its way eastward since and on Monday 
took Dokan, a strategic town about 646 miles (95 kilometers) east of 
Irbil. Dokan is the site of a major dam that controls the water and 
power supplies to the region. 

A long convey of KDE fighters headed east toward the town with 
strips of yellow ribbon ~ the faction’s color - tied to their guns. 

Some Dokan residents offered water to KDF fighters and waved 
yellow flags, yelling “piroz be!" - cangratulations in Kurdish. 

As his fighters entered the tawn, KDF leader Massoud Karzani 
stood on a hill just outside Dokan, saluting his men as they 
entered, "This is the end of the collaborator," he said, 
referring to PUK leader Jalal Talabani’s alliance with Iran. 

Traveling in trucks, taxis and even old Mercedes-Kenz sedans, 
the KDP troops encountered a few sniper ambushes, but quickly 
responded with heavy artillery fire into hills covered with dry 
Holden grass. 

The PUK had put up stiff resistance until Monday, but appeared 
unable to held back the onslaught any longer. 

The KDE has long caveted Sulaymaniyah, 35 miles (S5 kms) to the 
southeast and the last major PUK stronghold in the region. 

Both sides agreed the city was likely to fall soon and, 
according to a U.N. spokesman, as many as 54,440 civilians have 
fled the city since Nonday morning. 

The refugees were heading to Iran, but the Tehran government 
said Monday night it would nat allow them to enter its territory. 














Iraqi forces appeared to be advancing across the region behind 
the front-line KDF fighters but were not playing a major role in 
the fighting, according to most accounts. 

United Mations guards in Gulaymaniyah said it appeared most of 
the Patriotic Union leadership had fled, possibly across the border 
ta Iran. 

However, PUK leader Talabani remained earlier Monday in 
Sulaymaniyah. He made an urgent appeal for help, but seemed 
resigned toa the fact that the Americans would not come to his 
rescue. 

"The United States is net in a position that can obstruct a 
(KDP) invasion, which is a kind of support indirectly to Saddam," 
he told a group of journalists that included Associated Press : 
Television. 

He alsa predicted that KDP leader Barzani would come to regret 
his alliance with Saddam after the fighting was finished. 

"In aligning with Baghdad, the KDE has mounted a tiger which 
will destroy us all," the PUK statement said. "Once Saddam 
controls Kurdistan, he will no longer need his Kurdish ally and 
will consume the KDF and what remains of the Kurdish people." 

In Washington, Fresident Clinton said the situation won't be 
resolved until the Kurds stop fighting among themselves. 

"I would still like ta do more to help the Kurds," Clinton 
said. "But frankly, if you want the fighting to be ended, the 
leaders af the various factions are going to heave to be willing to 
yo back to the peace table and talk it through. 

The Patriotic Union said thousands of people fled the towns 
captured in recent days, and thousands more were fleeing 
Sulaymaniyah. 

“There is a huge exadus from the city as the Iraqi army makes 
preparations to attack," said Shazad Saib, a PUK official in 
Ankara, Turkey. 

Rupert Colville, a spokesman for the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, said from Geneva that the latest reports 
indicated "&, @@@ to 14,480 people leaving Sulaymaniyah since this 
morning. There may be many more already." 

"The situation seems to be snowballing fast," he said. 
"Whether it will continue or not we have no idea. But this is 
already a big difference from Irbil." 

In another development, the Washington Fost reported about 200 
Iraqi Arah dissidents were holed up in the northern town of 
Salahuddin and feared for their lives. The men fled the northern 
city of Irbil shortly before the combined Iraqgi-~KDFP forces stormed 
the city on Aug. 31. 

The men are members of the Iraqi Mational Congress, an umbrella 
organization of Iraqi dissident groups that is funded by the CIA 
and claims thousands of hembers, according to the Fost. 

With CIA help, the cengress has spread anti-Saddam propaganda, 
including leaflets, books and radio and television broadcasts. But 
it has net been involved in any significant military aperations 
against Saddam. 

Clinton declined to camment on the report, but said: "We're 
deing everything we think we can to help anybody that needs to be 
out of Iraq." 
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Kurdish Faction Charges East in Apparent Rout of Rivals 

EDss UPDATES with Tran saying it will not accept refugees, ADDS 
description of scene in Dokan. 

AM Photos IRKIGS, ANKIG2, KAGIGI 

DB BRIAN MURPHY 

Associated Press Writer , 

DOKAN, Trad (AR) ~ With yellow ribbons tied to their guns, 
Kuecdish fighters backed by Saddam Hussein stormed across 
northeastern Iraq, turning a i@-day-old battle against Kurdish 
rebels into a rout Monday. 

With allied iraqi forces trailing close behind, the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party appeared headed for a sweeping victory in the 
region anainst the crumbling resistance of the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan. 

If this happens, the Iraqi president will effectively have 
influence over northern Iraq for the first time since the WU.S.-led 
forces established a Kurdish "safe haven" after the 1991 Gulf 
War. 





The United States, which launched missile strikes against 
southern Iraq last week, has made clear it has no plans to take 
sides in the fighting between the Kurdish factions. 

The missile strikes appeared to discourage Iraqi forces from 
taking a direct role in the fighting, but it has not slowed the 
KDP. With Iraqi help, the KDP captured Irbil, the main city of the 
Kurdish region, on Aug. 31. 

The KDP has been fighting its way eastward and on Monday took 
the strategic town of Dokan, almost 108 kilometers (60 miles) east 
of Irbil. Doakan is the site of a major dam that controls the water 
and pawer supplies to the region. 

A leng convoy of KDF fighters headed east toward the town with 
strips of yellow ribbon - the faction’s color ~- tied to their guns. 
. Some Dakan residents offered water to KDF fighters and waved 
yellow flags, yelling "piroz be" ~— congratulations in kurdish. 

As his finhters entered the town, KDF leader Massoud Karzani 
stood on a hill just outside Dokan, saluting his men as they 
entered. “This is the end of the collaborator," he said, 
referring to PUK leader Jalal Talabani’s alliance with Iran. 

Teaveling in trucks, taxis and even old Mercedes sedans, the KDF 
troops encountered a few sniper ambushes, but quickly responded 
with heavy artillery fire inte hilis covered with dry golden grass. 

The PUK had put up stiff resistance until Monday, but appeared 
unable toa hald back the onslaught any longer. 

The KDFP is now targeting Sulaymaniyah, only 6@ kilometers (37 
miles) to the southeast, and the last major PUK stronghold in the 
region. 

Roth sides agreed the city was likely to fall and, according to 
a U.N. spokesman in Geneva, as many as 14,00@ civilians have fled 
the city since Monday morning. 

The refugees were heading to Iran, but the Tehran government 
said Monday night it would not allow them to enter its territory. 

Instead, Iran will be prepared to assist an international relief 
operation by allowing the use of its territory to reach the 
displaced Kurds, according to Ahmed Hosseini, director of 
expatriate and refugee affairs in Iran’s interior ministry. 

"As a result, leth graf pys 
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“US Supports Turkish Moves Against FRK< 

WASHINGTON (AFD — The U.S. State Department expressed support 
Monday far Turkey’s decision to establish a buffer zone along its 
200-mile (32@-kilometer) border with Iraq in an attempt to 
neutecalize separatist Turkish Kurds. 

Until Nonday, the administration had expressed understanding fa 
the Turkish move but department spokesman Nicholas Burns went a step _ 
further by offering outright support. 

Secretary af State Warren Christopher discussed the issue over 
the week with Turkish Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller, and that U.S. 
support is based on her assurances about the restrictions on Turkish 
military action, Burns said. 

‘*‘We have been told by the Turkish government that this action 
will be limited in duration, that there will be no stationing of 
Turkish troops inside northern Iraq,’’ Burns said. 

‘We understand, because we’re Turkey’s ally, that Turkey has 
legitimate security concerns about its border because of the past 
activities of the PKK,’’ he said. ' 

Insurgents belonging to the Kurdistan Workers Party, PKK, 
maintain bases in ‘northern Iraq and stage hit-and-run attacks inside 
Turkey as part of their fight for autonomy. 

Last year, Turkey dispatched 35,000 soldiers into northern Iraq 
in an unsuccessful attempt to dislodge the rebels. More than 21,666 
people have died in the Turkish-Kurdish fighting since 1984. 
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Kurdish ‘Faction Charges East in Apparent Rout of Rivals 

Ede: RECAST&S leads URDATES with 19 new grafs of details on the 

fighting, additional comment from Kurdish groups; SUBS old grafs 17 

and 18 with UFDATED estimates of refugees, new UNHCR quotes ADDS 

phote numbers. 

AM Fhatos ITRKBIGS, 
By BRIAN MURPHY 
Associated Press Writer 

DOKAM, Traq (AFD ~- With yellow ribbons tied to their guns, 
Kurdish fighters backed by Saddam Hussein stormed across 
nartheastern iraq on Manday, turning a 1@-day~-old battle against 
Kurdish rebels into a rout. 

With allied Iraqi forces trailing close behind their fighters, 
the Kurdistan Democratic Party appeared headed for a sweeping 
vVietory against the crumbling resistance of the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan. 

if this happens, the Iraqi president will effectively have 
seized a position of influence over narthern Iraq for the first 
time since U.&.-Lled allies established a Kurdish "safe haven" in 
the area after the 1991 Gulf War. 

The United States, which launched missile strikes against 
southern Iraq last week, has made clear it has no plans to take 
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sides in 
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taking a 
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@ast of Irbil. 


With Iraqi help, 
of the Kurdish region, 


the finhting between the Kurdish factions. 

missile strikes appeared to discourage Iraqi forces from 
direct role in the fighting, but it has not slowed the 
the KDF captured Irbil, the de facto capital 

on Aug. 31. 

KDF has been fighting its way east ever since, 
stratenic town of Dokan, almost 166 kilometers (66 miles) 
Dokan is the site of a major dam that controls the 


and on Monday 





ater and power supplies to the region. 

A long convoy of KDF fighters headed east toward the town with 
strips of yellow ribbon - the faction’s color ~ tied to their guns. 

Traveling in trucks, taxis and old Mercedes sedans, the KDF 
troops encauntered a few sniper ambushes, but quickly responded 
with heavy artillery fire into hills covered with dry golden grass. 

The PUK put up stiff resistance until Monday, but appeared 
unable to hold back the onslaught any longer. 

The KDF is now targeting Sulaymaniyah, only 68 kilometers (37 
miles) to the southeast, and the last major PUK stronghold in the 
region. 

Both sides agreed the city was likely to fall. 

"As a result of the political and military collapse of (the 
BUK), the fall af Sulaymaniyah, their last bastion, is near,” the 
KDF said in a statement issued in London. 

Sulaymaniyah "is in imminent danger of collapse," the PUK 
conceded in its own statement issued from suburban Washington. 


* £ - a en 1 a z eS ee es + — * 











Iraqi forces appeared to be advancing behind the front-line KDF 
fighters, but the Iraqis were not playing a major role in the 
fighting, according to most accounts. 

U.N. guards in Sulaymaniyah said it appeared most of the 
Fatriotic Union leadership had fled, possibly across the boarder to 
Iran. : 

PUK leader Jalal Talabani remained in Sulaymaniyah. He made an 
urgent appeal for help, but seemed resigned to the fact that the 
Americans would not come to his rescue. 

"The United States is not in a position that can obstruct an 
invasion, which is a kind of support indirectly to Saddam," he - 
told a group of journalists, including AF Television. 

He also predicted that KDF leader Massoud Karzani would come to 
regret his alliance with Saddam after the fighting was finished. 

"In aligning with Baghdad, the KDF has mounted a tiger which 
will destroy us all," the PUK statement said. "Once Saddam 
controls Kurdistan, he will no longer need his Kurdish ally and 
will consume the KDP and what remains of the Kurdish people." 

The Patriotic Union claimed that thousands of people fled the 
towns captured in recent days, and thousands more were fleeing 
Sulaymaniyah, fearing an imminent assault. 

"There is a huge exodus from the city as the Iraqi army makes 
preparations ta attack," said Shazad Saib, a PUK official in 
Ankara, Turkey. 

But in Kuysanjaq, a town that fell to the KDF on Sunday, only 
about 40 families fled, Mayor Ashir Jamal said Monday. 

Kupert Colville, a spokesman for the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees, said in Geneva that as many as 10,000 
D people had fled their homes in the region, but there was no mass 
exodus so far. ; 

"The situation seems ta be snowballing fast ... The situation 
is getting pretty worrying now because substantial movement is 
taking place. Whether it will continue or not we have no idea. But 
this is already a big difference from Irbil." 

He said the UNHCK was working to have resources in place at both 
the Iranian border to the east, and the [raq-Turkey border to the 
north. 

The Washington Post reported that about 266 Iraqi Arab 
dissidents were holed up in the northern town of Salahuddin and 
feared for their lives. The men fled the northern city of Irbil 
shortly before the combined Iragqi~-KDF forces stormed the city on 
Aug. 3i. 

The men are members of the Iraqi National Congress, an umbrella 
organization of Iraqi dissident groups that is funded by the CIA, 
according to the Post. 4 
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Kurdish Rebels Lose Two Towns to. Rival Faction 

Ede: Recaps previous. 

AK Fhotos IKBIGI, ANKIGI 

By BRIAN MURPHY 

Associated Press Writer ; 

TRBIL, Irae (AF) ~ A Kurdish faction backed by the government - 
appeared to have the region’s major power source in its sights as 
it captured two tewns fram a rival Kurdish group in northern Iraq. 

The two groups had conflicting claims about whether Fresident 
Saddam Hussein’s forces were invalved in the attacks Sunday on 
Degala and Kuysanjaq, which lie along a route toward the Dokan Dam. 

Iraq repeated its claims of Friday and Saturday that it had 
fired anti-aircraft weapons at U.S. and allied aircraft patrolling 
no~fly zones over its territory. The Iraqi fire Sunday missed and 
the planes fled, the official Iraqi News Agency said. 

Anerican pilots have said they have detected no Iraqi response 
ta their sorties. : 

Since capturing Irbil with the help of Saddam’s forces on Aug. 
31, the Kurdistan Democratic Party has been moving north and east 
into territory controlled by the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

They KDP said it was heading for the dam, which is still 
controlled by the FUK, and appeared also to be heading further east 
for Sulaymaniyah, the last major FUK stronghold. 

Both groups agreed that the tawns, 36 and S@ kilometers (20 and 
30 miles) east of I[rbil, changed hands amid heavy fighting. 

But the KDF said in a statement from London that it launched the 
assaults on its own, while PUK spokesman Latif Rashid, speaking to 
The Assaciated Press from London, said the faction was overwhelmed 
by the combined forces of the Iraqi army and the KDF. 

The iraqi government said its forces were not involved. "We 
stress once again that our armed forces have already returned in 
full ta their previous positions,” an Information Ministry source 
told the state-run Iraqi News Agency. 

Na details of the fighting were available, and there was no word 
on casualties. 

Iraqi forces teamed up with the KDF on Aug. 31 to capture Irbil, 
the de facto capital of the Kurdish safe haven established in 
northern Iraq after the 1991 Persian Gulf War. 

The United States responded with missile attacks on southern 
Iraq on Tuesday and Wednesday, hammering air defense sites in 
southern Iraq. 











Since then, the Iraqi forces appear to have retrained Trom 
playing a major role in the battles between the rival Kurdish 
HeOUpPS. 

But Iraq placed its heavy weaponry only a few kilometers (miles) 
behind the front-line positions of its KDF allies. Almost 14@ Iraqi 
tanks could be seen in the region on Friday, and Defense Secretary 


Milliam Ferry, speaking on CES’ "Face the Nation," said Sunday 


that same Iraqi troops "are still nearby and still dangerous." 

A United Nations officer in Irbil, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said « farce made up mainly of KDF fighters, but aided 
by some Iraqi government troops, was’ moving to the east on Sunday. 
He said the intense fighting prevented U.N. officials from going to 
the scene. 

In Washington, Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. John 
Shalikashvili told NBC’s "Meet the Press" that Saddam “is 
Clearly exploiting the difference between thase two Kurdish 
factions." 

Kut he said "very, very few" Iraqi troops were still in the 
safe haven area. "There continue to be reports of a few hundred 
here, a few hundred there." 

The KDF said it was pushing east toward the Dokan Dam 
hydroelectric plant. The group said the PUK, which controls the 
plant, cut power and water to Irbil after being driven out a week 
ago. It said Irbil, a city of about 1 million, was suffering from 
"severe water and sanitation problems.” s 

Accerding to the PUK, many families fled Kuysanjaq, a town of 
about 86,40, in response to Sunday’s fighting. 

The group appealed for “urgent and decisive" help from the 
United States and its allies. 

Kut the Americans have made clear they do not want to take sides 
in Kurdish infighting. The missile attacks last week targeted 
southern Iraq, and Washington has taken no action in the north. 

"We should not be invelved in civil war in the north," Perry 
said. He said any retaliatory attacks would take place "where our 
interests are." 

Shalikashvilid said there are signs that Saddam is trying to 
repair the surface-to-air missile sites damaged in the U.S. raids. 

"We have warned Saddam Hussein that any attempt to repair those 
sites or reinfarce them will be taken very seriously," he said. 

Washinntan alsa expanded the seauthern "no fly" zone this past 
week to further limit Saddam’s offensive capabilities. 

About haif of Iraq, comprising wide swaghs of both the north and. 
the south, are off-limits to Saddam’s aircraft. The zones were 
established after a U.S.-led military coalition drove Saddam’s 
eccupation forces out of Kuwait in the Gulf War. 

Saddam said last week that Iraq would no longer honor the no-fly 
zone and would target U.S. and allied aircraft that fly dozens of 
missions daily over the exclusionary zones. 

The Iragi News Agency said the aircraft made 99 flights Sunday 
over the newly expanded sauthern no- hoe: zone, and 1i2 over the 
northern exclusionary zone. 

Aleng the boarder with Turkey, meanwhile, Kurdish rebels killed 
nine soldiers in ambushes of army patrols, the government said. 
Turkey has said it will send troaps inte northern Iraq to prevent 
Kurdish rebels from crossing its border. 
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“BC-Iraq-Frightened Village,450< 

“In Northern Iraq, Villagers Also Fear Turkish Troops< 
“By +YALMAN+ +ONARAN+= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

TIRWANISH VILLAGE, Iraq (AP) + The windows have no glass. Furniture is 
covered with dust and spider webs. 

This village on the Iraq-Turkey border became a ghost town in July when 
residents fled a Turkish military attack aimed at Turkey's own rebellious 
Kurds based in the region. 

Some 100 Iragi villagers are now living in tents in the nearby village 
of Kani Mase, but they fear they will come under attack again as Turkey 
talks about forming a ~~security zone'' in northern Iraq. 

~“We heard the Turkish soldiers will come again + we're afraid,'' said 
Haji Islam Rasho Ahmet, an elderly refugee said in an interview at Kani 
Mase. 

The scene in this village illustrates the chaos that reigns in northern 

q today, where numerous armed groups are active but no one is in full 

ntrol. 

The main battle at present is between rival Iraqi Kurdish factions, one 
of them backed by President Saddam Hussein's army. But Turkish and Iranian 
forces have also been active in recent years in northern Irag, turning the 
area into a free-fire zone. 

Turkey doesn't want its Kurdish rebels to take advantage of the current 
chaos and launch strikes from northern Iraq into southeast Turkey. 

But ordinary Iraqi villagers in the north suffer every time a raid is 
carried out, and they fear they will be chased from their makeshift homes. 

~“First Saddam struck us and we ran away. Then the Iranians struck and 
we ran away. Then the Turks did and we ran again,'' Tahir Cello Omer, a 
52-year-old man from Tirwanish, said as he recounted the trauma of the past 
several years. 

~*This has become a way of life for us + fleeing,'' he said. 

Saddam sent his tanks and bombers into northern Iraq to quell a Kurdish 

ising in 1991, shortly after the Gulf War. Thousands died and up to 2 
million Kurdish refugees fled to Turkey and Iran. 

Since then, northern Iraq has been a no-fly zone for Saddam's aircraft, 
patrolled by the U.S.-led air force. 

But that has not kept Turkey, a key U.S. ally, from launching its own 
strikes in the north. 

~“Turkish troops are all over the place all the time,'' said Samia 
Sandik, a 50-year-old woman with five children and 11 grandchildren. 

~“We escaped Tirwanish leaving everything behind. All I have is these 
clothes I am wearing,'' she said in a tale told by many displace residents 
in northern Iraq. ~~Please save us from this misery.'' 

The Turkish military has targeted a nearby mountain where Turkish 
rebels roam, but many shells fall in Kani Mase, leaving craters in peach 
gardens, hitting barns and in some cases, homes. 
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“AM-Turkey-Iraq,0297< 
@:: Offers To Cooperate With Turkey To Keep Kurdish 
ebels Out< 
“With AM-Iraq-Kurds, Bjt< 
“By SUZAN FRASER= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) + In a sign that Baghdad has 
strengthened its hold in Kurdish-controlled areas, Iraq 
offered Monday to cooperate with Turkey to keep Kurdish 
rebels from crossing into Turkey. 

Iraqi Ambassador Rafi Dahham Mejwel El-Tikriti said 
Baghdad opposes Turkey's attempts to establish a buffer 
zone along its 200-mile border with northern Iraq. 

Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller said Monday that 
Turkey's aim was not to send troops inside Iraq, but to 
control Kurdish rebels who battle Turkey from bases inside 
Iraq. 

The guerrillas of the Kurdistan Workers Party, PKK, 
have been fighting for autonomy in southeastern Turkey 
Since 1984. Turkish-Kurdish fighting has cost some 21,000 

Ives since 1984, including 39 Kurdish rebels and one 
urkish soldier killed in fighting over the weekend, the 
Anatolia news agency said Monday. 

An Iraqi delegation, led by Hamed Yousef Humadi, an 
adviser to Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, will visit 
Ankara on Tuesday to relay Iraq's position against the 
security zone, the Iraqi news agency said. 

Turkey and Iraq used to have a ~~hot pursuit 
agreement'' that allowed Turkish troops to enter northern 
Iraq in pursuit of Kurdish rebels, which Turkey did 
several times before the Persian Gulf War. 

Iraqi Kurds established a de facto state in northern 
Iraq with the help of a U.S.-led allied air force after 
war. 

Iraq sent its forces into northern Irag after the 

@rsisten Democratic Party, KDP, asked for its military 
upport against a rival Kurdish group last month. The KDP 
controls parts of northern Iraq adjacent to Turkey. 
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“U.S. Likely To Avoid Fight In Northern Iraq, Officials Say<¢ 
“Eds: UFDATES througheut with Dole statement, recasts lead; edits toa 
tighten< 
“With Traqg-Kurds ¢ 
“Ry JIM ARRANS= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 

WASHINGTON (AFD _ Frresident Clinton said o Monday the United 
States is doing all it can “*‘to help anybody that needs to be out of 
Iraq,’’ but declined to say whether that includes direct assistance 
to stranded U.S.-backed opponents of Saddam Hussein. 

Clinton would net comment on reports that about 20@ Iraqis who 
belong to the U.S.-financed Iraqi National Congress are holed up at 
a mountain resort, fearful that the United States has abandoned them 
since Saddam’s forces captured the city of Irbil eight days ago. 

““I think it would be better for me not tao comment now,’ Clint 
said. *‘We’re doing everything we think we can to help anybody that 
needs ta be out of Iraq.’ : 

He appealed to fighting Kurdish forces to avoid “‘any cavalier 
killing of civilians and others who are not combatants in this,’’ 
and said U.S. assistance would be pointless if Kurdish leaders 
continue to promote fighting. 

“*T would still like to do more to help the Kurds,’’ Clinton 
said. ‘But frankly, if you want the fighting to be ended, the 
leaders of the various factions are going to have to be willing te 
yo back to the peace table and talk it through.’’ 

The U.S. government has sponsered the Iraqi Mational Congress 
since the Gulf War as a means of fomenting opposition to Saddam. But 
the organization was effectively broken up by Saddam’s military 
provecations in Iraq’s Kurdish north. 

Clinton answered questions from reporters after receiving an 
aviation safety report in the Oval Office. Meanwhile, Republican 
presidential nominee Kob Dole issued a statement citing reports of 
continued killings in Iraq, including executions of U.S.~backed 
opponents of Saddam. 

““The Clinton administration should be careful about making 
claims of success that events on the ground may not substantiate, 
and about giving assurances that it is unable or unwilling to 
fulfill,’’ Dole said, ‘‘because the credibility of the United States 
is at stake.’ 

Administration officials appearing on the Sunday news programs 
made clear that U.S. strategic interests lie in the South, where 
Iraq borders the oil-rich nations of Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, and 
not in involvement in the complex factional fighting in the Kurdish 
north. 
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Saddam-Backed Kurdish Faction Takes Control of North 

Eds: UPDATES throughout with Tuesday details, Kurdish faction 
pouring into Sulaymaniyah 

AP Fhotos available 

Ry BRIAN MURPHY 

Associated Press Writer : 

SULAYMANTYAH, Iraq (AP) - Kurdish fighters backed by Saddam 
Hussein celebrated their sweeping victory in northern Iraq with an 
impromptu parade Tuesday in the streets of this strategic city. 

Soldiers from the Kurdistan Democratic Party waved their yellow 
flags and shouted victory slogans through loudspeakers as they 
marched through the streets. 

A group of 16 men carried a 16-foot-high (3-meter-high) picture - 
of KDF leader Massoud Barzani to the headquarters of the vanquished 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. Children followed behind with 
makeshift banners of their own. 

The KDP, which is allied with Saddam's army, on Monday night 
rolled into Sulaymaniyah, the last PUK stronghold in northern Iraq. 

As a result, Saddam now has effective control over northern Iraq 
for the first time since the 1991 Gulf War, when the U.S. -led 
forces established a "safe haven" for the Kurds. 

; U.S. missile strikes against southern Iraq last week seemed to 
deter the Iraqi army from taking part in the fighting. But with 
Iraqi forces marching right behind the KDP, the faction easily 
defeated its Kurdish rival. 

While the main streets in Sulaymaniyah were filled with 
celebrants, thousands of residents have fled east toward the 
Iranian border, about S@ kilometers (30 miles) away over rugged 
mountain terrain. 

About 5@,G48 of Sulaymaniyah’s 466,000 people fled in advance of 
the offensive, Stafford Clarry, the head of a U.N. guard unit in 
Sulaymaniyah, said Monday night. 

The Iraqis and the KDP teamed up on Aug. 31 to capture Irbil, 

- the de facto Kurdish capital in the north. After that, the KDP 
forces headed eastward with the Iraqi tanks and heavy artillery me 
their sia i 






than, &. week of stiff resistance, the PUK cotiaseed 
Wonday and the KDP advanced throughout the day. KDP fighters with 
variou pibhins tied around their guns piled into trucks, taxis and 
sedans to catch up with the rapidly moving front-line. 

In the town of Dakan, residents offered water to KDP fighters 
and waved yellow flags, yelling "Piroz be!" - "Congratulations" 
in Kurdish. 

As his fighters claimed the town, KDP leader Massoud Barzani 
stood on a hill just outside, saluting his men as they entered. 

"This if the end of the collaborator,” he said, referring to 
PUK leader Jalal Talabani’s cooperation with Iran. 

The KDE troops encountered a few sniper ambushes, but quickly 
responded with heavy artillery fire into hills covered with golden 
grass. 

U.N. guards in Gulaymaniyah said it appeared most of the 
Patriotic Union leadership had fled, possibly to Iran. The group 
called for international aid for the refugees to prevent a “human 
catastrophe." 

Talabani, the PUK leader, remained in Sulaymaniyah until shortly 
before its capture Monday. He made an urgent appeal for help, but 
seemed resigned to the fact that the Americans would not come to 
his rescue. 

"The United States is not in a position that can obstruct a 
(KDP) invasion, which is a kind of support indirectly to Saddam," 
he told a group of journalists that included Associated Press 
Television. 

He predicted that KDP leader Barzani would come to regret his 
alliance of convenience with Saddam. 

"In aligning with Baghdad, the KDP has mounted a tiger which 
will destroy us all," a PUK statement said. 

"Onee Saddam controls Kurdistan, he will no longer need his 
Kurdish ally and will consume the KDP and what remains of the 
Kurdish people," it added. 

In Washington, President Clinton said the conflict won’t be 
resolved until the Kurds stop fighting among themselves. 

"I would still like to do more to help the Kurds," Clinton 
said. "But frankly, if you want the fighting to be ended, the 
leaders of the various factions are going to have to be willing to 
go back to the peace table and talk it through." 
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Saddam-Backed Kurdish Faction Takes Control of Rivals’? Stronghold 
Ede: Recaps previous 

AF Photos BAGIGLSANKIGe; IRBi@3 

By BRIAN MURFHY 

Associated Press Writer 

DOKAN, Traa (AP) ~ Kurdish allies of Saddam Hussein have 
captured the last stronghold of their rebel rivals, giving the 
Iraqi leader control over much of northern Iraq for the first time 
since the Gulf War. 

With Iraqi troops trailing close behind, the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party claimed control of the city of Sulaymaniyah after 
the crumblinn forces of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan abandoned 
their posts, U.N. workers in the city said. 

"The PUK had withdrawn and the KDF walked in," said Stafford 
Clarry, the head of a U.N. guard unit in Sulaymaniyah, Iraqi 
Kurdistan’s second~largest city. 

About S@,@@@ of Sulaymaniyah’s 466,066 people fled in advance of 
the offensive, leaving the city quiet after its fall, Clarry said. 

The United States, which launched missile strikes against 
southern Iraq last week, made clear it has no plans to take sides 
in the fighting between the Kurdish factions, who have frequently 
shifted alliances in the course of their conflict. : 

The missile strikes appeared ta discourage Saddam’s forces from 
taking a direct role in the fighting, but it has not slowed the 
Saddam-allied KDF. 

KDF fighters claimed they entered Sulaymaniyah on Monday evening 
after residents rebelled to force out a rival, Iranian~backed 
Kurdish faction and its leader, Jalal Talabani. 

The city was the last stronghold left in the hands of the PUK 
forces after they lost Irbil, the area's de facto capital, on Aug. 
31 in a KDP offensive backed by the Iraqi army. 

= The capture of Gulaymaniyah means Saddam effectively wields 
control over much of northern Iraq for the first time since the 
U.S.-led forces established a Kurdish “safe haven" after the 1991 
Gulf War. 

The town of Dokan fell to the KDF earlier in the day, giving the 
Kurdish group control of adam that supplies water and power to the 
region. 

A long convey of KDF fighters entered Dokan with strips of 
yellow ribbon - the faction’s color - tied to their guns. 

Some Dokan residents offered water to KDF fighters and waved 
yellow flags, yelling "Piroz be!" ~- "Congratulations" in 
Kurdish. 

As his finhters claimed the town, KDF leader Massoud Karzani 
stood on a hill just outside, saluting his men as they entered. 

"This is the end af the collaborator,” he said, referring to 
PUK leader Talabani’s alliance with I[ran. 
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Travelinn in trucks, taxis and even old Mercedes~-Kenz sedans, 
the KDFP troops encountered a few sniper ambushes, but quickly 
responded with heavy artillery fire into hills covered with dry 
yolden grass. f 

The PUK had put up stiff resistance until Monday, but appeared 
unable to hold back the onslaught. 

Iraqi forces were advancing across the region behind the 
front-line KDP fighters but were not playing a major role in the 
fighting, according to most accounts. 

U.M. guards in Sulaymaniyah said it appeared most of the 
Fatriotic Union leadership had fled, possibly to Iran. 

Thousands of refugees from the fighting already have crossed 
into Iran, and "tens of thousands are on the move," Iran's 
mission to the United Nations said in a statement. 

it asked for international aid for the refugees to prevent a 
| catastrophe." 

PUK leader Talabani remained in Sulaymaniyah until its capture 
Monday. He made an urgent appeal for help, but seemed resigned toa 
the fact that the Americans would not come to his rescue. . 

"The United States is not in a position that can obstruct a 
(KDF)D invasion, which is a kind of support indirectly to Saddam," 
he told a group of journalists that included Associated Press 
Television. 

He predicted that KDF leader Barzani would come to regret his 
alliance of convenience with Saddam. 

"In alinning with Baghdad, the KDP has mounted a tiger which 
will destroy us all," the PUK statement said. "“Onee Saddam 
controls Kurdistan, he will no longer need his Kurdish ally and 
will consume the KDF and what remains of the Kurdish penmple." 

In Washington, President Clinton said the conflict won’t be 
resolved until the Kurds stop fighting among themselves. 

"IT would still like to do more to help the Kurds,” Clintan 
said. "But frankly, if you want the fighting to be ended, the 
leaders of the various factions are going to have to be willing to 
go back to the peace table and talk it through." 

In another develapment, the Washington Post reported about 266 
{Iraqi Arab dissidents were holed up in the northern town of 
Salahuddin and feared for their lives. The men fled the northern 
city of Irbil shortly before the combined [raqi-KDF forces stormed 
the city on Aug. 31. 

The men are members of the Iraqi National Congress, an umbrella 
organization of Iraqi dissident groups that is funded by the CIA 
and claims thousands of members, according to the Post. 

With CIA help, the congress has spread anti-Saddam propaganda, 
includinn leaflets, books and radio and television broadcasts. Kut 
it has not been involved in any significant military operations 
against Saddam. . 

Clinton declined to camment on the report, but said: "We're 
doing everything we think we can to help anybody that needs to he 
out af Iraq." 
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Refugees Flood Qut of Iraq Toward Iran 

Edges LEADS toa URFDATE with U.N. officials estimating up to 300, Bae 
civilians fleeing Sulaymaniyah, comment from Iran, additional 
details on refugee crisis. 

By BRIAN MURPHY 

Associated Fress Writer 

SULAYMAMIYAH, Iraq (AP) ~— As many as 306,@@@ people may have 
fled this northeastern city after it was captured by Kurdish 
fighters backed by President Saddam Hussein, U.N. officials said 
Tuesday. 

The tide of refunees swelled so swiftly that its scope was 
difficult to determine. But it was large enough to evoke memories 
of a mass exodus in 1991, when more than a half million Kurds fled 
following a failed Kurdish uprising against Saddam. 

U.N. offices in Gulaymaniyah estimated that three-fourths of the 
city’s 466,@6@ residents had fled to nearby mountains. But 
remaining residents said the number was too high. Many people were 
hiding in homes or only went to the outskirts of the city and were 
Likely to return if there was no fighting, they said. 

Meanwhile, the Kurdistan Democratic Party, which is allied with 
the Iraqi army, celebrated its sweeping victory in Sulaymaniyah 
with an impromptu parade in the city. 

KDF soldiers waved their yellow flags and shouted victory 
slogans through loudspeakers as they marched through the city 
streets. 

Ten men carried a 1l@-faot-high (3-meter-high) picture of KDF 
leader Massoud Barzani to the headquarters of the vanquished PUK. 
Children followed behind with makeshift banners of their own. 

As a result of Monday’s attacks, Saddam now has effective 
control aver narcthern Iraa for the first time since the 1991 Gulf 
War, when the U.S.-led forces established a "safe haven" far the 
Kurds. 

U.S. missile strikes against southern Iraq last week seemed to 
deter the Iraqi army from taking part in the fighting. But with 
lraqi forces marching right behind the KDP, the faction easily took 
control of the last stronghold of the rival Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan. 

In neighboring Iran, the government said 260,660 refugees were 
massed at its border and it did not intend to let them in unless 
their lives were in danger. 

An Interior Ministry official, Ahmad Hosseini, told a news 
conference in Tehran that Iran had taken in some 140 injured Kurds, 
but he did not give any details. He said Iran was determined to 
avoid a repeat of the 1991 refugee crisis. 

In Geneva, Rupert Colville, a spokesman for the U.N. refugee 
agency, said 75,4@@ refugees were heading for, or were already at 
the Iraqi border town of Panjwin. Some of those fleeing threw 
stones at U.N. vehicles in apparent frustration. 

The Iraqis, pick up 9th graf pvs. 
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U.N. Says Up To 30@,8080@ Refugees Flood Ont of Captured City 

Eds: RECASTS and UFDATES with Saddam declaring ‘amnesty’ for all 
Kurds, new White House comment. 

With AF Graphic 

By BRIAN MNURFHY 

Associated Press Writer 

SULAYMANTYAH, Iraq (AP) ~ Waving yellow flags and shouting 
vVietory slogans, Saddam Hussein’s Kurdish allies marched in triumph 
Tuesday through Gulaymaniyah as tens of thousands of frightened 
residents fled the northeastern Iraqi city for nearby mountains and 
the border with Iran. 

As many as 304,406 Kurds may have left, U.N. officials said 
Tuesday, one day after the Kurdish Democratic Party seized the 
city. The tide of refugees swelled so swiftly it evoked memories of 
Pers Kurdish exodus in 1991, when some 2 million people went to Iran 
and Turkey after a failed Kurdish uprising against the Iraqi 
president. 

In an attempt by Saddam ta reconcile with the Kurds, many of 
whom fear he will launch another campaign to suppress them, the 
Iraqi leader Tuesday declared an amnesty for all Kurds ~- including 
nembers of the rebel Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

Excluded fram the amnesty were people who committed rape or 
stole state money or property during the recent fighting, Foreign 
Minister Mohammed Saeed al-GSahhaf announced on state television. 

Restrictions on the Kurdish areas were being lifted, suggesting 
that travel documents and other permits will no longer be needed 
for people traveling in and out of northern Iraq. 

With the DPK’s Monday night victory in Sulaymaniyah, the last 
rebel stronghold, Saddam gained effective control aver northern 
Iraq for the first time since just after the 1991 Gulf War, when 
the U.S.-led forces established a “safe haven" for the Kurds. 

U.N. officials in Gulaymaniyah estimated that 366,606 of the 
city’s 460,060 people had fled. In Geneva, Rupert Colville, a 
spokesman far the U.N. refugee agency, said that up to &@ percent 
of residents had left. 

Some remaining residents, however, felt those figures were too 
high. They said many people were hiding in homes or only went to 
the outskirts of the city and were likely toe return if there was no 
fighting. 

U.t. missile strikes against southern Iraq last week seemed to 
deter the Iraqi army from taking part in the recent battles. But 
with Iraai forces marching right hehind the KDF, the faction easily 
defeated its Kurdish rival. 

The KDFP celebrated with an impromptu parade in Sulaymaniyah 
Juesday, with soldiers waving yellow flags and shauting victory 
slogans through loudspeakers as they marched through the streets. 

















Some of them carried a 3-meter- (14-foot-) high picture of KD 
leader Massoud Barzani to the headquarters of their vanquished 
rivals. Children followed behind with makeshift banners of their 
oun. Most sheps were closed and there was a holiday air in the 
city. ; 

But in neinghbering Iran, the government said 266,088 Kurdish 
refugees were massed at its border and it did not intend to let 
them in unless their lives were in danger. 

—— —tNve-von*t~bet -them=-in -witess their hives are threatened by = — 
gunfire or attacks,” Ahmad Hosseini, an Interior Ministry i 
official, told reporters in Tehran, the Iranian capital. 

Hosseini said Iran had taken in some 16@ injured Kurds, but he 
did not elaborate. He said Iran was determined to avoid a repeat af 
the 1991 refugee crisis, when more than a half-million Kurdish 
refugees flooded into Iran. 

In Geneva, Colville said 75,0@@ refugees were heading for ~ or 
already at - the [ragqi border town of Panjwin. Some of those 
fleeing threw stones at U.N. vehicles in apparent frustration. 

The Iraqi military and the KDP teamed up Aug. 31 to capture 
Irbil, the de facto Kurdish capital in northern Iraq. After that, 
the KDFP forces headed eastward with the Iraqi tanks and heavy 
artillery in their wake. 

After more than a week of stiff resistance, the PUK collapsed 
Manday and the KDF advanced throughout the day. Traveling in 
trucks, taxis and even old Mercedes~-Renz sedans, the KDF troops 
encountered a few sniper ambushes, but quickly responded with heavy 
artillery fire. 

As his fighters claimed the town of Dokan on Monday, HKarzani 
peor’ on a hill just outside, saluting his men as they entered. 

"This is the end of the collaborator," he said, referring to 
PUK leader Jalal Talabani’s cooperation with Iran. 

Talabani, for his part, predicted that Karzani would come to 
regret his alliance of convenience with ‘Saddam. 

"In aligning with Baghdad, the KDF has mounted a tiger which 
will destroy us all," a PUK statement said. "OQnee Saddam controls 
Kurdistan, he wild no longer need his Kurdish ally and will consume 
the KDP and what remains of the Kurdish people." 

In Washington, a spokesman for President Bill, Mike MNcCurry, 
said the administration is "continuing to monitor closely the 
developments." 

Clinton has said the conflict wan't be resolved until the Kurds 
stop fighting among themselves. 

"I would still like toa do more to help the Kurds," Clinton 
said. “But frankly, if you want the fighting to be ended, the 
leaders of the various factions are going to nave to be enna re ta 

yO back to the peace table and talk it through. 
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“Clintons U.S. Limited in Helping Embattled Kurds<¢ 

*Edes RECAPS previous< 

“Ry JOHN DIANOGND= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

WASHINGTON (APD _ President Clinton said the United States is 
trying to help anyone who needs to escape the fighting in northern 
Iraq, but ~*our ability to control internal events in Iraq is 
p limited.’ 

Other U.S. officials said Monday that only Western government a 
relief officials were being evacuated from northern Iraq, where 
ethnic Kurds have raised fears of severe Iraqi reprisals, including 
summary executions, against anyone suspected of sympathizing with 
opposition Kurds or the United States. 

The situation prompted a rebuke from Clinton’s Republican 
challenger, Bob Dole. 

**‘In Iraq as in Bosnia, the Clinton administration should be 
eareful about making claims of success that events on the ground may 
not substantiate, and about giving assurances that it is unable or 
unwilling to fulfill,’’ Dole said. **The credibility of the United 
States is at stake.’’ 

White House spokesman Mike McCurry said Dole’s criticism was 
misplaced. 

‘*The former senator is unfortunately attempting to make politi 
out of an international crisis,’’ McCurry told reporters. He said 
Clinten had never asserted that his Iraq strategy was designed to 
end the fighting in northern Iraq. The intent, McCurry said, was to 
> further limit Saddam’s ability to threaten his Gulf neighbors. 

Clinton, speaking to reporters at an Oval Office photo 
opportunity, declined to confirm reports that the fighting in the 
region had scattered Iraqi Kurds and others working with the CIA to 
destabilize Saddam. 

The Washington Post reported Monday that about 200 Iraqi Arabs 
who belong to the U.S.-financed Iraqi National Congress are holed up 
at a mountain resort, fearful that the United States has abandoned 
them since Saddam’s forces captured the city of Irbil eight days 
AQG. 

While Clinton said “*‘we're doing everything we can to help 
anybody that needs to be out of Iraq,’’ other U.S. officials gave no 
indication that the United States is providing escort, 
transportation or other assistance. 

Rene Bafalis, spokeswoman for the State Department-led Kurdish 
relief effort, said the last U.S. aid personnel left northern Iraq 
last week. 

““Our relief operations per se have stopped,’’ Bafalis said. 

. Air Force Capt. Christina Abbott Marks, spokeswoman for the U.S 
and allied no-fly operation based in Turkey, said 23 U.S. service 
mhembers assigned to the allied Military Coordination Center based in 
Zakhu, Iraq _ a town in the northern Kurdish zone _ had been 
evacuated over the border into Turkey. Marks said the coordination 
center is trying to help American nongovernmental relief 
) organizations get out of danger. : 

A senior defense official, speaking on condition of anonymity, 
described three organizations whose sympathizers might face 
reprisals at the hands of the Iraqi military: 

_The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, which formed an alliance wit 
Iran in the most recent factional fighting that provided Saddam the 
pretext to send forces into the northern region. U.N. guards said 
most of the PUK leadership apparently had fled, possibly across the 
border to Iran. PUK leader Jalal Talabani, however, remained in 
Sulaymaniyah, Iraq. He made an urgent appeal for help but seemed 
resigned to the fact that the Americans would not come to his 
rescue. 

_The Iraqi National Congress, an organization sponsored by the 
U.S. government since the 1991 Gulf War as a means of fomenting 
opposition to Saddam. The organization was effectively broken up by 
Saddam’s military provocations in Iraq’s Kurdish north. 

_The Military Coordination Center which, while an allied-led 
operation, hired many locals as translators, janitors and clerical 
assistants. 

) Vineent Cannistraro, former director of intelligence programs a 
the National Security Council, said the United States “‘‘has a moral 

Obligation to help save these people who have been working for the 

U.S. government. ... There is a human disaster in the making.’’ 

Cannistraro said Clinton had reportedly approved the operation 

destabilize Saddam around the first of the year. He said the CIA was 

designated the lead agency because its expertise in the complex 

ethnic and political mix of northern Iraq. 

“*I would still like to _ to do more to help the Kurds,’ Clint 
said. ‘‘But «... for the fighting to be ended, the leaders of the 
various factions are going to have to be willing to go back to the 
peace table.”’’ 
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“Clintons U.S. Limited in Helping Embattled Kurds<¢ 
‘Eds: ADDS 3 grafs with report of more than 16@ dissidents executed ¢ 
“By JOHN DIAMNOND= 
“Associated Press Writer= 
WASHINGTON (AFD _— President Clinton said the United States is 
trying to help anyone who needs to escape the fighting in northern 
Iraq, but “our ability to control internal events in Iraq is 
limited.7? 
Other U.S. officials said Monday that only Western government a 
relief officials were being evacuated from northern Iraq, where 
ethnic Kurds have raised fears of severe Iraqi reprisals, including 
summary executions, against anyone suspected of sympathizing with 
opposition Kurds or the United States. 
: The situation prompted a rebuke from Clinton’s Republican 
challenger, Kob Dele. 
“*In Iraq as in Bosnia, the Clinton administration should be 
careful about making claims of success that events on the ground may 
not substantiate, and about giving assurances that it is unable or 
unwilling to fulfill,’’ Dole said. ‘The credibility of the United 
States is at stake.’’ 
White House spokesman Mike McCurry said Dole’s criticism was 
misplaced. 
““‘The former senator is unfortunately attempting to make politi 
out of an international crisis,’’ McCurry told reporters. He said 
Clinton had never asserted that his Iraq strategy was designed toa 
end the fighting in northern Iraq. The intent, McCurry said, was toa 
further limit Saddam’s ability to threaten his Gulf neighbors. 
Clinton, speaking to reporters at an Oval Office photo 
opportunity, declined to confirm reports that the fighting in the 
region had scattered Iraqi Kurds and others working with the CIA to 
destabilize Saddam. 
The Washington Fost reported Monday that about 266 Iraqi Arabs 
who belong to the U.S.-financed Iraqi National Congress are holed up 
at a mountain resort, fearful that the United States has abandoned 
them since Saddam’s forces captured the city of Irbil eight days 
AYO« 
The Washington Fost reported in its Tuesday editions that more 
than 106 Iraqi dissidents and military officers associated with a 
CilA-financed effort to topple Saddam were arrested and executed last 
June after Iraqi security agents penetrated the group known as the 
Iraqi National Accord. 
About 266 Iraqi Arabs who belong to another U.S.-financed group 
the Iraqi National Congress, meanwhile were holed up at a mountain 
resort with U.S. officials making clear they have no intention of 
helping to rescue or evacuate them, according to the Post. 
The National Congress members were sent into hiding after 
Saddam’s forces captured the Kurdish city of Irbil eight days ago. 
“While Clinton, 9th graf< 
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raqi Delegation Holds Talks on Security Zone in Ankara 
Ede: LEADS with Turkish determination to maintain buffer zane, ADDS 
quotes by Ciller 
AP Fhote Available 
By SELCAN HACAOGLU 
Associated Press Writer retract 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD ~ Turkey on Tuesday said it would not 
backtrack from a buffer zone established along its border with 
northern Iraq ta keep out rehel Kurds, despite opposition from 
Baghdad. E 

An Ivaqi delegation met with Turkish officials Tuesday to 
express dissatisfaction with the zone, aimed at preventing rebel 
infiltration from northern Iraq. 

"We have conveyed (ta Baghdad) our determination to maintain a 
security zone," Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller told reporters after 
her meetinn with Hamed Yasef Humadi, adviser to President Saddam 
Hussein. 

"Turkey’s initiative gees no further than wanting to protect 

its borders and people," Mrs. Ciller said. 
t Turkey declared a zane as wide as 26 kilometres (12 miles) in 
some places along the mountainous border to guard against attacks 
by Kurdish rebels operating in Iraq. 

While opposing 4th graf pyvs 
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' BC-US-Turkey 
US Supports Turkish Moves Against FKK 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The U.S. State Department expressed support 
Nonday for Turkey's decision to establish a buffer zone along its 
24Q-mile (32@-kilometer) border with [raq in an attempt to 
neutralize separatist Turkish Kurds. 

Until Monday, the administration had expressed understanding far 
the Turkish move but department spokesman Nicholas Burns went a 
step further by offering outright support. 

Secretary of State Warren Christopher discussed the issue over 
the week with Turkish Foreign Minister fansu Ciller, and that U.S. 
suppart is based on her assurances about the restrictions on 
Turkish military action, Burns said, 

"We have been toald by the Turkish government that this action 
will be limited in duration, that there will be no stationing of 
Turkish troops inside northern Iraq," Burns said. 

"We understand, because we're Turkey’s ally, that furkey has 
legitimate security concerns about ite border because of the past 
activities of the PKK," he said. 

Insurgents belanging ta the Kurdistan Workers Party, PKK, 
maintain bases in northern Iraq and stage hit-and-run attacks 
ingide Turkey as part of their fight for autonomy. 

ie Last year, Turkey dispatched 35,0800 soldiers into northern Iraq 

in an unsuccessful attempt ta dislodge the rebels. More than 21,600 

people have died in the Turkish-Kurdish fighting since 1984. 
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Iraqi Delegation Holds Talks on Security Zone in Ankara 
AF Photo Available 

Ry SELCAN HACAOGLU 

Associated Press Writer 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFP) ~ An Iraqi delegation, led by an adviser to 
President Saddam Hussein, met with furkish officials Tuesday to 
express oppesition to a buffer zone established by the Turkish 
military along its border with northern Iraq. 

"We came to Ankara to explain to the Turkish government, the 

raqgi view regarding the military action plan by Turkey," Hamed 
@:..: Humadi told reporters upon arrival. 

Humadi is holding talks with deputy Fareign Minister Onur Oymen 
and Gen. Vural Avar of the Jaint Chiefs of Staff. 

While opposing a buffer zone as a threat to its sovereignty, 
Baghdad has affered ta cooperate with Turkey to prevent Kurdish 
rebels from infiltrating into Turkey. 

The guerrillas of the Kurdistan Workers Farty, FKK, have been 
waging a war for autonomy in Turkey’s southeast since 1984. The 
fighting has claimed more than-21,6080 lives. 

Turkey and Iraq used to have a “hot pursuit agreement" that 
allowed Turkish troops ta enter northern Iraq in pursuit of Kurdish 
rebels, which Turkey did several times before the Gulf War. 

in luesday’s operations, troops killed 23 Kurdish rebels in the 
southeastern provinces of Sirnak and Hakkari, bordering Iraq, the 
Anatolia news anency said. Two saldiers were also killed in the 
clashes. 

Last year, Turkey dispatched 35,466 soldiers into northern Iraq 
in an unsuccessful attempt tao dislodge the rebels. 

The traagi delegation flew to Ankara from the southeastern . 

@ivccicisin city of Diyarbakir after traveling across northern Iraq. It 
was only the second time since the Gulf War that officials from 
Baghdad traveled across the Kurdish-dominated area. 

A previous Iraqi delegation used the same route when the Iraqi 
Kurdish group, the Kurdistan Democratic Party, KDP, now allied with 
Baghdad, allowed them to cross to hold talks with Turkish officials 
in March about a joint oi1 pipeline. 

The oil pipeline, running from Kirkuk oi] fields in northern 
Iraq to a Mediterranean Turkish oil terminal, was scheduled to be 
reopened this month but the United Nations postponed that after 
Raghdad sent its forces into northern Iraq after the KDP asked for 
its military support against a rival Kurdish group last month. 

(sh) 
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Saddam Offers Amnesty in Bid to Keep Kurds at Home 

EDes LEADS thraughaut to UPDATE with additional details on amnesty, 
deletes outdated material. No pickup. 

With AP Photos 

By BRIAN MURPHY 

Associated Press Writer 

SULAYMANLYAH, Iraq (AP) - Seeking shelter in the rugged 
mountains bordering Iran, tens of thousands of Kurds fled 
Sulaymaniyah while President Saddam Hussein’s Kurdish allies 
paraded through the streets in celebration Tuesday. 

Up ta 404,880 Kurds may have left the northeastern city, U.N. 
officials said, evoking memories of a mass exodus of Kurds ta 
neighboring cauntries after a failed uprising against Saddam in 
1991. 

The Iraqi president sought to keep the frightened refugees at 
home, declaring a general amnesty for all Kurds and Lifting 
barriers between lraq and the semi-autonomous Kurdish areas that 
have been in place since the end of the 1991 Gulf War. 

The full effects of the announcement were not immediately clear. 
But the Kurdish "safe haven" established by the U.S.-led forces 
five years aga has effectively collapsed, and Saddam was wasting no 
time in reasserting his authority over the north. 

Many Kurds showed little faith in Saddam after so many harsh 
crackdowns against them in the past. 

The tide of refugees in the northeast swelled suetetys though 
the remaining residents in Sulaymaniyah said the U.M. figures may 
have been too high. 

s Many people were hiding in homes or only went to the outskirts 
of the city and were likely to return if there was no fighting, 
they said. 

° The city was calm Tuesday except for an impromptu parade by the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party, which celebrated its sweeping victory 
in northern Iraq. 

KDF soldiers waved their yellow plane and shouted victory 

- slogans through loudspeakers as they marched through the streets. 

A group of 1@ men carried a 1@-foot-high (3-metershigh) picture 
of KDP leader Massoud Barzani to the headquarters of the vanquished 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

Children followed behind with makeshift banners of their own. 


| Most shops were closed and there was a holiday air in the city. 


The KDP on MNoenday night rolled into Sulaymaniyah, the last 
stronghold in northern Iraq of the rebel PUK. 

In BKaghdad, Foreign Minister Nohammed Saeed din kahha? announced 
the amnesty on state television, saying the only people excluded 
where those wha committed murder, rape or stole state property. 

The statement did not give details on the new rules that would 
apply to the northern Kurdish region. © , 

But it appears that Iraq will no longer regard the north as a 
separate regian, and people will be able to travel and trade freely 
without obtaining any special documents. 

In neighboring Iran, the government said 200,000 refugees were 
massed at its border and it gave conflicting signals about whether 
they would be allowed in. 


” Ahmad Hosseini, an Interior Ministry official in Tehran, told a 


news conference that the refugees would be kept out "unless their 
lives are threatened by gunfire or attacks." 

But Foreign Ministry spokesman Mohammad Mohammadi said Tran was 
“ready to accept the refugees." 

Some 2,640 Iraqi Kurdish refugees, traveling on foot and crammed 
onto vehicles, crossed into Iran on Monday, according to the 
official Islamic Republic News Agency. 

In Geneva, Rupert Colville, a spokesman for the U.N. refugee 
‘agency, said 75,@¢8@ refugees had reached or were on their way to 
the Iraqi border town of Panjwin. Some of those fleeing threw 
stones at U.N. vehicles in apparent frustration. 

The Iraqi army and the Kurdistan Democratic Party teamed up on 
Aug. 31 to capture Irhbil, the de facto Kurdish capital in the 
north. 

U.S. missile strikes against utes Iraq last week seemed to 

@iccer the Iraqi army from taking part in further fighting. But with 
Iraqi forces marching right behind the KDF, the faction easily 
defeated its Kurdish rival. 
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“Iraqi Delegation Holds Talks on Security Zone in Ankara 
*Edss LEADS with Turkish determination to maintain buffer zone, ADDS 
quotes by Ciller¢ 
“AF Fhate Available< 
“Ry SELCAN HACAQGLU= 
“Associated Press Writer= retract 

ANKARA, Turkey (APD — Turkey on Tuesday said it would not 
hacktrack from a buffer zone established along its .border with 
northern Iraq to keep out rebel Kurds, despite opposition fram 
Baghdad. 

An Iraqi delegation met with Turkish officials Tuesday to expre 
dissatisfaction with the zone, aimed at preventing rebel 
infiltration from northern Iraq. , 

““We have canveyed (to Kaghdad) our determination to maintain a 
security zone,’"’ Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller told reporters after 
her meeting with Hamed Yosef Humadi, adviser ta President Saddam 
Hussein. 

““Turkey'’s initiative goes no further than wanting to protect i 
herders and peaple,’’ Mrs. Ciller said. 

Turkey declared a zone as wide as 2@ kilometres (12 miles) in 
same places along the mountainous border to guard against attacks by 
Kurdish rebels operating in Iraq. 

While opposing 4th graf pys¢ 
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“US to Give Refuge to Iraqi Kurds Who Worked for US Anencies< 
“By ZEYNEF ALEMDAR= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ISTANBUL, Turkey (APD — Negotiations were underway between U.S. 
and Turkish officials to let Iragi Kurds who worked for U.S. 
agencies travel to the United States as refugees, sources said here 
Tuesday. 

The group, of about 2,566, consists of employees and their 
immediate families who worked for the U.S.-led allied force that 
patrolled Northern Iraq or for a U.S. aid agency until the latest’ 
turmoil in the region forced them to flee. . 

Turkish newspapers on Wednesday referred to the negotiations bu 
gave no details. Officials, speaking on condition of anonymity, 
confirmed the talks were taking place. 

The daily Milliyet said most of the evacuees worked far CIA ta 
try to topple Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 

U.S. Fresident Clinton has said that the United States was tryi 
to help anyone who needed to escape the fighting in northern Iraq. 

But he did not elaborate. 

‘“There are requests from people in northern Iraq to go to thir 
countries including the United States through Turkey,’’ Foreign 
Ministry Spokesman Omer Akbel told reporters Wednesday. 

““‘We review such requests solely on humanitarian basis,’’ he 
said. He would not elaborate further. 

Mast of the Iraqi Kurds who waited for a refugee status in the 
United States worked for the MCC and U.S. government-run Office of 
Federation Disasters Agency, officials said. 

‘*They worked as guards, drivers, cooks, cleaners,’’ a British 
diplomat told The Associated Press. 

The U.S.-led allied coalition force withdrew its military 
coordination center (MCC) from the northern Iraqi town of Zakho 
after Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDF)D allied itself with Baghdad in 
fighting to chase a rival Iraqi Kurdish group from the region. 

Nost of the official and private western aid agencies which 
worked under MCC supervision also left northern Iraq last week. 

The Iraqi Kurdish refugees were expected to cross the border in 
Turkey in the next couple of days. 

The refugees gathered at places between the towns of Zakho and 
Dohuk near the Turkish border awaiting for their evacuation. 

Accarding to the sources, Turkish government wants the evacuati 
of the refugees to be handled in small groups because of security 
concerns. They would stay in Turkey as briefly as possible. 

Turkey remains concerned that Turkish Kurdish guerrillas 
operating from northern Iraq will increase their attacks against 
Turkey after the latest turmoil in northern Iraq and apparently is 
worried that rebels, who are fighting for autonomy in Turkey’s 
southeast, could somehow infiltrate into the refugee group. 

Safeen Dizayhe, the KDF representative here, said his group new 
about the evacuation plans. But he disputed the figure, saying he 
thought at maximum 106 people worked for the United States or the 
allied force. 

Cdr~ fd) 
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“EC~Turkey~Traqg-Buf fer ¢ t 
“Turkey Rejects Iraqi Protests Over Buffer Zone < 

ANKARA, Turkey (APD — Turkey on Wednesday rejected Iraqi protes 
over Ankara’s plans to establish a buffer zone extending 26 
kilometers (12 miles) into northern Iraq to keep out Turkish Kurdish 
rebels. f 

‘“Turkey does not need approval from anyone to preserve its 
security,’’ said foreign ministry spokesman Omer Akbel. 

An Iraqi delegation led by Hamed Yosef Humadi, adviser toa 
Mresident Saddam Hussein, arrived Tuesday to relay Iraq’s 
unhappiness over the plan, which is aimed at preventing Turkish 
Kurdish rebels from staging hit-and«run attacks against Turkish 
targets from their bases in northern Iraq. 

*““Turkey will take every necessary security measure in that 
zone,’” Akbel insisted. 

After meeting with Humadi on Tuesday, Foreign Minister Tansu 
Ciller said that “‘Turkey’s initiative goes no further than wanting 
to protect its borders and people.’ 

Humadi refused to comment on the Iraqi-Turkish discussions, whi 
continued on Wednesday. 

Turkey declared a zone as wide as 260 kilometers (12 miles) in 
same places along the mountainous border to guard against attacks by 
Kurdish rebels operating in Iraq. 

Iraq, calling the buffer zone a threat to its sovereignty, has 
offered to cooperate with Turkey to prevent Kurdish rebels from 
infiltrating into Turkey. 

The guerrillas of the Kurdistan Workers Party, PKK, have been 
waging a war for autonomy in Turkey’s southeast since 1984. The 
fighting has claimed more than 21,460 lives. 

Raghdad in the past allowed Turkish troops to enter northern Ir 
in pursuit of Turkish Kurdish rebels. 

Last year, Turkey deployed 35,404 soldiers in northern Iraq in 
unsuccessful attempt to dislodge the rebels. 

(sh~-sf~fd) 
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“EC-Turkey-US-Iraq-Missile Attack ¢ 
“URGENT ¢ 
“Iraq Fires Two Missles at US Jets; Miss< 
ANKARA, Turkey (AF) — Iraq fired two missiles at a pair of U.S. 


Fe-1l6e patrolling over northern Iraq Wednesday, a U.S. officer fram 
the U.S.-European Command said. The U.S. jets were not hit. 

“Hoth missiles missed, the planes returned safely,’’ U.S. Maj. 
Lewis Boon of the U.S.-European Command based in Frankfurt, told The 
Associated Press. 

MORE : 
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“EC-Turkey~-US~-Iraq-Missile Attack, ist Add< 
“URGENT ¢ 
“ANKARA: Associated Fress,. ¢ 


The missiles were launched from an unknown position on the grou 
at 7:5@ a.m. (@45@ GMT), Boon said. 


““The F-16s did not respond to the attack because their radars 
were switched off,’’ Boon said. 
A U.S.-led allied air force, based in southern Turkey, has been 


protecting Iraqi Kurds from forces of Saddam Hussein since the Gulf 
War. 
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“ERC~Turkey~US-Iraq-Missile Attack, ist Ld-Writethru 
“URGENT ¢ 
“Iraq Fires Two Missles at US Jets; Miss< 
“EDS: COMBINES urgent series, adds background on use of Turkish base 
far no-fly zone patrols; CLARIFIES Boon in Stuttgart suburb¢ 
ANKARA, Turkey (AF) — Iraq fired two missiles at a pair af U.S. 
F-1i6s patrolling over northern Iraq Wednesday, a U.S. officer from ; 
the U.S.-European Command said. The U.S. jets were not hit. ; 
““Koth missiles missed; the planes returned safely,’ said U.S. 
Naj. Lewis Boon of the U.S.~-European Command based near Stuttgart, 
some 230 kilometers (148 miles) southeast of Frankfurt. 
The missiles were launched from an unknown position on the grou 
at 7:50 a.m. (@435@ GMT), Roon told The Associated Press. 
*““The F-16s did not respond to the attack because their radars 
were switched off,’’ Boon said. 
A U.S.-led allied air force, based in southern Turkey, has been 
preatecting Iraqi Kurds from forces of Saddam Hussein since the Gulf 
Wat. 
Some S@ fighter jets and bombers from Britain, France and the 
United States used a southern Turkish airbase in Incirlik for 
patrols of the no~fly zone above the 36th parallel in northern Iraq. 
(sh-sf~fd) 
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“fraq Fires Two Missiles at US Jets; Miss< 
‘EDS: UPDATES with patrol flights continuing from Incirliks incident 
in southern Iraq, INCORPORATES Pentagon comments < 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — Iraq fired two missiles at a pair of U.S. 
F-16s patrolling over northern Iraq Wednesday, the U.S. military 
said. Neither jet was hit. 

““Roth missiles missed; the planes returned safely,’”’ said U.S. 
Maj. Lewis Boon of the U.S.-Eurapean Command based near Stuttgart, 
some 238 kilometers (14@ miles) southeast of Frankfurt. 

The missiles, SA-Gs, were launched from an unknown position on 
the ground at 7:25@ a.m. (@45@ GMT), Koon told The Associated Fress. 

“*The F-i6s did not respond to the attack because, their (Iraqi) 
radars were switched off,’’ Koon said. 

At the Fentagon, spokesman Mavy Lt. Crd. Scott Campbell said th 
Lraqi radars tracking the aircraft were not kept on long enough for 
the F-1i6s to fire retaliatory radar-seeking missiles. The Air Force 
then dispatched F-1SE Strike Eagle fighters to attempt to locate the 
missile launch site. They were unsuccessful. 

The American war planes saw the first missile launched, Campbell 
said, and the second surface-to-air missile was launched moments 
later. 

The Fentagon had no immediate comment on whether any U.S. 
retaliation was planned. 

In a separate incident, two Iraqi aircraft violated the no~fly 
zone in the southern half of the country. 

““f'm sure we're monitoring the whole area very closely,’” 
Campbell said. 

The “‘no-fly’’ zone in southern Iraq was expanded ta the 33rd 
parallel and to Baghdad’s southern suburbs on orders of ‘President 
Clinten after U.S. missiles were fired at Iraqi tarkets in response 
to Saddam Hussseins’s ground offensive against Kurdish rebels in 
northern Iraq. 

The Fentagon had no immediate comment on whether any U.S. 
retaliation was planned. 

A UAS.-led allied air force, based at Incirlik airbase in 
southern Turkey, has been protecting Iragi Kurds from forces of 
Saddam Hussein since the Gulf War. 
Some S@ fighter jets and bombers from Britain, France and the 
United States use Incirlik airbase in southern Turkey to stage their 
patrols of the no-fly zone above the 36th parallel in northern Iraq. 

““It is a regular fly day, the flights are continuing as 
planned,’ Sgt. Carl Norman, an Incirlik spokesman said after the 
report of the missile firing at the U.S. F-16s. 

““It is not just U.S. planes that fly out of Incirlik, it is 
varied, any of the nations could be flying,’’? Norman said. 

Turkish officials were not available for comment on the Iraqi 
missile attack. 

An Iraqi delegation was in Ankara on Wednesday to push Baghdad?’ 
protests over Ankara’s plans to establish a buffer zone extending 2@ 
kilometers (12 miles) into northern Iraq to keep out Turkish Kurdish 
rebels. 

Ankara wants the zone to try to prevent Turkish Kurdish rebels 
from staging hit-and-run attacks against Turkish targets from their 
bases in northern Iraq. 
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“Iraq Complains About Clinton Promise Ta Help Iraqis Escape Fighting <¢ 
“By ROBERT H. REITD= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 

UNITTED NATIONS (AP) _ Iraq has complained ta the United Nations 
about President Clinton’s offer ta help Iragis escape fighting in 
northern Iraq and warns it will take ‘‘all steps it deems 
necessary’? to defend its territory from U.S. “*‘aggression.’?’ 

In letters Tuesday to Secretary~-General BKoutros KRoutros-Ghali a 
the Security Council, Iraq complained that Clinton was illegally 
interfering in Iraqi internal affairs. 

U.M. sources, speaking on condition of anonymity, said the 
letters were received late Tuesday, but they refused to release the 
text. 

On Monday, Clinten said the United States was trying to help 
anyone who needs to escape the fighting in northern Iraq, but “our 
ability to control internal events in Iraq is limited.’’ 

Other U.S. officials said only Western government and relief 
officials were being evacuated from northern Iraq. Ethnic Kurds have 
raised fears of severe Iraqi reprisals against anyone suspected of 
sympathizing with the United States. 

In a separate complaint, Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammed al~-Sah 
said Turkey’s plan to establish a buffer zone into northern Iraq 
constituted ‘‘acts of agygression...openly supported by the United 
States of America.’’ : 

Al-Sahaf accused the United States of encouraging the Turks to 
take steps which challenge Iragi sovereignty and independence. 

‘“The Iraqi government reserves the right to take any steps it 
deems necessary to defend its territorial integrity and sovereignty 
and to ensure the safety of its people in the face of the policy of 
aggression pursued by the United States,’*’ he said in a letter to 
the council Tuesday. 

Turkey said the buffer zone was designed to prevent hit-and-run 
attacks against Turkish targets by Turkish Kurds operating fram 
bases inside northern Iraq. 

Iraq has affered to cooperate with Turkey to prevent Kurdish 
rebels from infiltrating into Turkey. ; 

The Kurdistan Workers Party has been waging a war for autonomy 
Turkey’s southeast since 1984. The fighting has claimed more than 
21,800 lives. 
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‘U.S. Urges Turkey to Act Quickly on Hard-Pressed Kurdish Refugees ¢ 
“With US-Iraq, Iraqg-Kurds< 
“Ede: Kecaps previous with new material. ¢ 
“Ry BARRY SCHWEID= 
“AF Diplomatic Writer= 

WASHINGTGN (AFP) — Turkey has agreed to allow Iraqi Kurds 
associated with U.S. humanitarian efforts to enter Turkey on a 
temporary basis, U.S. officials said. 

They said Wednesday the Kurds would have to be screened at the 
border by U.S. officials to confirm their link to the U.S. 
humanitarian effort in northern Iraq. One official said Wednesday 
Night that the United States is optimistic, but no refugees have 


moved across the border yet. 


““We have a moral obligation,’’ State Department spokesman 
Nicholas Burns said earlier in the day in calling for a immediate 
action from Turkey to help the Kurds escape the wrath of Saddam 
Hussein’s ‘*security goons.’ 

Burns partrayed the refugees as political targets, hinting some 
of them may qualify for sanctuary in the United States if Turkey 
gave them temporary haven. 

An official who spoke on condition of anonymity said it was 
expected that all of the Kurds given safe haven in Turkey would be 
declared political refugees and allowed to resettle in the United 
States. Another official said alternative options were being 
considered, but didn’t say what they were. 

The Iraqi assault on northern Iraq last week reportedly 
undermined a covert U.S. aperation aimed at averthrowing Saddam. The 
Americans involved are said to have fled. On Monday, Burns confirmed 
ali American officials had left Iraq. 

But among the 3@,@@@ to 100,@@@ refugees that international 
relief organizations estimate are in flight are about 2,568 Kurds 
and their families who worked for the U.S.~led allied force that 
patrolled northern Iraq or for a U.S. aid agency. 

Negotiations with Turkey to secure temporary refuge have moved 
slowly. *“*“We need to complete this operation quickly and protect 
these people,’” Burns said. 

The refugees are not just people suffering deprivation, the U.S. 
official said. “*We cannot be at all sure their lives will be 
protected against the security goons of Saddam Hussein,’’ he said. 

If Iraq rebuilds its air defenses or menaces allied planes 
patrolling the skies over northern and southern Iraq, ‘we reserve 
the right to take any military action we wish,’’ Burns said. 

In Ankara, Turkish officials said little about the negotiations 
with the United States. ‘*‘There are requests from people in northern 
Iraq to go to third countries, including the United States through 
Turkey,’’ Foreign Ministry spokesman Omer Akbel told reporters 
Wednesday. 

““We review such requests solely on humanitarian basis,"’” he 
said. 

Tens of thousands of Kurdish refugees, meanwhile, were trying t 
flee to fran, but many have turned back, lured by Iraqi promises 
they will be treated well if they remained in the north. 

““QOur advice to all citizens of.Iraq is to be very skeptical 
about a man who has never kept his word,’”’ Kurns said. 

He appealed to all neighboring countries to take in refugees, 
describing described the situation as “‘very chaotic, very complex, 
very difficult.’? 

Turkey has felt the sting of radical Kurdish guerrillas who hav 
canducted terrorist operations against Turkish officials. The 
negotiations are shadowed by concern these attacks may be resumed. 
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“Turkey Rejects Iraqi Protests Over Buffer Zones 

‘Ede: UPDATES with Ciller remarks on buffer zone and. Turkomans in 

northern Iraq, Tunisian reaction< 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — Turkey on Wednesday rejected Iraqi protes 
over Ankara’s plans to establish a buffer zone extending 2@ 
kilometers (12 miles) inta northern Iraq to keep out Turkish Kurdish 
rebels. 

‘Turkey needs to secure its borders. Necessary measures will b 
taken,’? Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller told reporters. 

Mrs. Ciller spoke after meeting for a second time since Tuesday 
with Hamed Yosef Humadi, adviser to Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 

Humadi arrived here to relay Iraq's unhappiness over the plan, 
which is aimed at preventing Turkish Kurdish rebels from staging 
hit-and-run attacks against Turkish targets from their bases in 
northern Iraq. , 

““*‘We have expressed our determination very clearly,’’ Mrs. Cill 
said. 

‘“*I can say that we now understand each others’ problems 
hetter.?? 

Humadi refused to comment on the Iraqi-Turkish discussions. 

After her meeting with Humadi on Tuesday, Mrs. Ciller said that 
“Turkey's initiative goes no further than wanting to protect its 
borders and people.’” 

Gn Wednesday, Tunisia said it was preoccupied’? with Turkey's 
decision to establish a security zone at its border with Iraq. 

Such a zone constitutes ‘‘interference in Iraq’s interior 
affairs,’’ the Tunisian Foreign Ministry said in a statement 
reaffirming its support for Kaghdad’s territorial rights. 

Iraq, calling the buffer zone a threat to its sovereignty, has 
offered to cooperate with Turkey to prevent Kurdish rebels from 
infiltrating into Turkey. 

Turkey declared a zone as wide as 2@ kilometers (12 miles) in 
some places along the mountainous border to guard against attacks by 
Kurdish rebels operating in Iraq. 

The guerrillas of the Kurdistan Workers Farty, PKK, have been 
waging a war for autonomy in Turkey’s southeast since 1984. The 
fighting has claimed more than 21,000 lives. 

Last year, Turkey deployed 35,@@@ soldiers in northern Iraq in 
unsuccessful attempt to dislodge the rebels. 

MNeanwhile Mrs. Ciller expressed satisfaction with a statement b 
Massoud Barzani, leader of an Traqi Kurdish group now allied with 
Baghdad, that he would watch over Iraqi Turkomans’ rights. 

Turkey grew concerned about the safety of Turkomans in the regi 
after BRarzani’s Kurdistan Democratic Party gained control of most of 
northern Iraq from a rival Kurdish group with the help of the 
Baghdad regime this month. 

Some 256,666 Turkomans of Turkish origin live in northern Iraq 
nerth of the 36th parallel where the U.S.-led allied air force has 
maintained security since the end of the Gulf War. 
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“U.S. Urges Turkey To Act Quickly on Hard-Pressed Kurdish Refugees <¢ 
“With US-Iraq; Iran-Iraq<¢ 
“Ry BARRY SCHWEID= 
“AP Diplomatic Writer= 

WASHINGTON (AF) — The United States urged Turkey to move quickl 
Wednesday to let Iraqi Kurds who worked for U.S. agencies into the 
cauntry so they could escape the wrath of Saddam Hussein’s 
““gsecurity goons.’?’ 

“*‘We have a moral obligation,’’ State Department spokesman 
Nicholas Burns said in calling for a immediate action. 

Burns portrayed the refugees as political targets, thereby 
hinting some of them may qualify for sanctuary in the United States 
if Turkey gave them temporary haven. 

The Iraqi assault on northern Iraq last week reportedly 
undermined a covert U.S. operation aimed at overthrowing Saddam. The 
Americans involved are said to have fled. On Monday, Burns confirmed 
all American officials had left Iraq. 

But among the 5@,@6@ to 100,000 refugees that international 
relief organizations estimate are in flight are about 2,5@@ Kurds 
and their families who worked for the U.S.-led allied force that 
patrolled northern Iraq or for a U.S. aid agency. 

Negotiations with Turkey to secure temporary refuge have moved 
Slowly. “‘We need to complete this operation quickly and protect 
these people,’’ Burns said. 

The refugees are not just people suffering deprivation, the U.S. 
official said. *“*‘We cannot be at all sure their lives will be 
protected against the security goons of Saddam Hussein,”’”’ he said. 

If Iraq rebuilds its air defenses or menaces allied planes 
patrolling the skies aver northern and southern Iraq, ‘“‘“we reserve 
the right to take any military action we wish,’’ Burns said. 

In Ankara, Turkish officials said little about the negotiations 
with the United States. ‘‘There are requests from people in northern 
Iraq to go to third countries, including the United States through 
Turkey,’’ Foreign Ministry spokesman Omer Akbel told reporters “ 
Wednesday. 

““We review such requests solely on humanitarian basis,’’ he 
said. 

Turkey has felt the sting of radical Kurdish guerrillas who als 
have fought for independence from Ankara. The negotiations are 
shadowed by concern these attacks may be resumed. 

Burns also called on Iran to apen its borders and provide 
humanitarian relief to all refugees from Iraq. Iran's official radia 
said Wednesday that tens of thousands of Iraqi Kurds had entered the 
country and aid workers were struggling to provide food, water and 
medical care. 

Among the Kurdish refugees fleeing to Iran, many were reported 
have turned back, lured by Iraqi promises they will be treated well 
if they remained in the north. 

‘*Gur advice to all citizens of Iraq is to be very skeptical 
about a man who has never kept his word,’* Burns said. 
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U.S. Tries To Debunk Notion of Iraqi Triumph in Latest 
Confrontation 

By GEORGE GEDDA 

Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Iraq may be able to project its power into the 
northern Kurdish territories but its oil-rich neighbors can still 

eel safe from Iraqi attack because Saddam Hussein lacks an 
effective air force. 

That is the essence of the administration’s response to critics 
who maintain that in the recent flurry involving the Iraqi army and 
U.S. missiles, Iraq has the edge. 

As the debate over the winners and losers persisted Tuesday, 
administration officials injected a new element by disclosing that 
Iraq has begun rebuilding air defense installations despite U.S. 
warnings that such activity invites further attacks. 

New radar units have been attached to the surface-to-air 
missiles and the systems may again be able to threaten U.S. 
aircraft, a defense official said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

Asked Tuesday whether Saddam’s rebuilding could lead to more 
U.S. strikes, President Clinton said: "We will evaluate them on 
what they do, not what they say." 

The Clinton administration warned that the United States will 
assert a right to protect its ability to keep Gaddam’s air force 
grounded. Anything Saddam tries will be detected, State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Burns said. "We have perfect vision," he said, 
adding that having to endure no-flight zones in the north and south 
must be “incredibly humiliating" for Saddam. 

‘ Still, it was difficult to minimize the extent of Saddam's 
triumph in the north. His Kurdish allies flaunted their new 
authority over their latest conquest, the northeastern city of 
Sulaymaniyah, looting the headquarters of their vanquished rivals. 

The Kurdish region had been off-limits to Iraqi forces for five 
years, but Gaddam now seems firmly entrenched there again. He 
declared a general amnesty for all Kurds, provoking ridicule from 
etme : 

wr Buens said the offer would be “laughable and almost comical” == "| 
if st weren’t so tragic. ; 

Advising the Kurds to pay Saddam no heed, Burns said, "It would 
be naive in the extreme to believe that Saddam Hussein cares in the 
least about the welfare of the Iraqi Kurds." 

While acknowledging that Saddam has been able to take advantage 
of divisions among the fractious Kurds, Burns exhorted reporters 
not to forget that the Kurdish region holds minimal strategic 
importance. 

"Our primary strategic interests are in the south because our 
D allies are in the south," Burns said. "Our partners in the Gulf 
are in the sauthy Saudi Arabia and Kuwait and the other Gulf 
states. And we will protect them from Saddam Hussein, as we did 
back in 199@ and °31." 

Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole suggested the 
administration may be overselling the impact of its military 
action, making claims of success it cannot substantiate. 

He wasn’t the only one. 

"At first blush it appeared to be a great American victory, but 
on second thought it doesn’t seem very impressive at all," 
University of Virninia political scientist Larry Sabato said. "To 
the contrary, it’s looking more and more like Saddam Hussein won. 
But I don’t think that view has penetrated to the broad body of 
voters." 

Kut Broakings Institution think tank analyst Thomas Mann said 
Clinton has been acting under restraints not of his own making. 
“People have already internalized and discounted the fact we left 
Iraq back in 1991 before the job was done and now our tools are 

e limited," said Mann. 

Burns said that to the extent Saddam has expanded his control 

into Kurdish territory, the Kurds themselves are to blame. 

"We nave the Kurds every opportunity for five years," said 
Burns. "We gave them political protection, we gave them economic 
and humanitarian assistance, we gave them a security zone in the 
north where they could run their own affairs in a highly autonomous 
way.” 

Iraq claimed anain Tuesday that it fired on allied warplanes 
patrolling the southern no-fly zone, although no hits were 
reported. A Defense Department spokesman, Lt. Col. Ed Veiga, said, 
“We've had no such reports." 
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-S. Prepares in Event of Another Round of Confrontation with Iraq 
ds: Combines pyvs; trims 
ith Tuwrkey-US-Iraq-Missile Attack 
y SUSANNE M. SCHAFFER 
P Military Writer ° 

WASHINGTON (AP) ~— The United States has begun moving additional 
arplanes into the Persian Gulf in the event of another 
onfrontation with Gaddam Hussein, Pentagon officials said 
Wednesday. 

A pair of B-S@s left their base in Guam with headed for the 
Eanwns of Diego Garcia in the Arabian Sea near the Persian Gulf, 
he officials said. 

"The Air Force has received permission to base the K-S2s on 
iego," said a sources who spoke on condition of anonymity. Two 

c= -S2s took part in the last round of cruise missile attacks against 
raq. 

The action comes in the waicw of a pair of provocations from the 
raqi leader’s military forces, including the firing of two 
issiles at a pair of U.S. F-16s patrolling over northern Iraq 
Wednesday. 

Other passible military responses are under consideration, 
neluding the placement of a second aircraft carrier and F-117 
bosbees in the region, military sources said. 

® senior Pentagon official, speaking on condition of anonymity, 
aid Wednesday that Saddam appears to be misreading U.S. resolve in 
he matter. 

"I think he’s made the miscalculation that we won't act because 
f the elections," the official said. "He miscalculates all the 
ime." 

The military officials also said that besides firing two 
wWissiles at U.S. aircraft, an Iraqi MiG-25 jet flew toward the 
ho~fly zone in the south, but did not penetrate it. That is a 
typical type of testing action taken by the [raqi pilots, the 
Military officials said. 

: Following the failed attempt to send missiles towardsethe U.S. 
jaireraft in the northern zone, two U.S. F-15ts attempted to try to 
find the missile sites, but they were unable to do so, a third 
military official said. — 

The Iraqis apparently turned the radar on, fired the missiles 
land then shut the radar down within seconds, the official said. 
"The radars weren’t on lang enough for the U.S. aircraft to 
lreturn fire," the official said. 

Tn a continuing debate over the winners and losers in the 
U.S. =Iraq confrontation, administration officials on Tuesday 
njected a new element by disclosing that Iraq has begun rebuilding 
lair defense installations despite U.S. warnings that such activity 
invites further attacks. 

New radar, units have been attached to the surface-to-air 
missiles and the systems may again be able to threaten U.S. 
faireraft, a defense official said, speaking on condition of 
lanonymity. 2p ; 
Asked Tuesday whether Saddam's rebuilding could lead to more 
U.S. strikes, President Clinton said: “We will evaluate them on 
What they do, not what they say." 

The Clinton administration warned that the United States will 
assert a right ta protect its ability to keep Saddam’s air force 
rounded. Anything Saddam tries will be detected, State Department 
Spokesman Micholas Burns said. "We have perfect vision," he said, 
adding that having to endure no-flight zones in the north and south 
must be "“ineredibly humiliating" for Saddam. 

Still, it was difficult to minimize the extent of Saddam’s 
(triumph in the north. His Kurdish allies flaunted their new 
authority over their latest conquest, the northeastern city of 

Ulaymaniyah, looting the headquarters of their vanquished rivals. 

The Kurdish region had been off-limits to Iraqi forces for five 

ears, but Saddam now seems firmly entrenched there again. He 

eclared a general amnesty for all Kurds, provoking ridicule from 
Washington. 

Burns said the offer would be "laughable and almost comical” 
if it weren’t so tragic. 

Advising the Kurds to pay Saddam no heed, Burns said, "It would 
Ibe naive in the extreme to believe that Saddam Hussein cares in the 
Least about the welfare of the Iraqi Kurds." 

While acknowledging that Saddam has been able to take advantage 

f divisions among the fractious Kurds, Burns exhorted reporters 

ot to forget that the Kurdish region holds minimal strategic 

mportance. 

"Our primary strategic interests are in the south because our 
allies are in the south,” Burns said. "Our partners in the Gulf 
re in the souths Saudi Arabia and Kuwait and the other Guif 

tates. And we will protect them from Saddam Hussein, as we did 
back in 1996 and 791." 

Republican presidential candidate Hob Dole has suggested the 
administration may be overselling the impact of its military 
faction, making claims of success it cannot substantiate. 
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Iraq Complains About Clinton Promise To Help Iraqis Escape 
Fighting 

'BRy ROBERT H. REID 

Associated Press Writer 


UNT TED NATTONG «AFD - Traq has complained to the United Nations 
Once President Clinton’s offer to help Iraqis escape fighting in 
northern Traq and warns it will take "all steps it deems 


necessary” to defend its territory from U.S. “aggression.” 

in letters Tuesday to Secretary-General Boutros Boutros~Ghali 
and the Security Council, Iraq complained that Clinton was 
iliegally interfering in Iraqi internal affairs. 

U.N. sources, speaking on condition of anonymity, said the 
letters were received late Tuesday, but they refused to release the 
text. 

On Monday, Clinton said the United States was trying to help 
anyone who needs to escape the fighting in northern [raq, but “our 
ability to control internal events in Iraq is limited.” 

Other U.S. officials said only Western government and relief 
officials were being evacuated from northern Iraq. Ethnic Kurds 
have raised fears of severe Iraqi reprisals against anyone 
suspected of sympathizing with the United States. 

In a separate complaint, Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammed 
al~Sahaf said Turkey’s plan to establish a buffer zone into 
northern Iraq constituted “acts of aggression...openly supported 
by the United States of America.” “| 

Al-Sahaf accused the United States of encouraging the Turks to 
take steps which challenge Iraqi sovereignty and independence. 

"The Iraqi yovernment reserves the right to take any steps it 
deems necessary to defend its territorial integrity and sovereignty 
and to ensure the safety of its people in the face of the policy of 
aggression pursued by the United States," he said in a letter toa 
the couneil Tuesday. 

Turkey said the buffer zone was designed to prevent hit~and-run 
attacks against Turkish targets by furkish Kurds aperating fram 
bases inside northern Iraq. 

leaq has offered to cooperate with Turkey to prevent Kurdish 
rebels from infiltrating into Turkey. 

The Kurdistan Workers Party has been waging a war for autonomy 
in Turkey’s southeast since 1984. The fighting has claimed mare 
than 21,406 lives. 
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Iraqi Fires at U.S. Planes, Americans Plan Response 

Ede: UPDATES with Pentagon saying only one missile fired at U.S. 
planes, additional U.S. comments. 

Ar Photos SULi@1-102,164, ANK1@2-163,165 


SULAYMANTYAH, Traq (AP) — Emboldened by triumphs on the ground, 
Saddam Hussein set his sights on the skies Wednesday as his army 
fired at least one missile at U.S. F-16 jets patrolling the 
"no-fly" zone over northern Iraq. 

There were no hits, but the Americans promptly announced they 
were sending additional warplanes into the volatile region for 
another potential showdown with the Iraqi leader. 

Saddam vowed he would no longer honor the "damned imaginary" 
no-fly zones after the Americans blasted air defense sites in 
southern Iraq last week. 

“Gur air defenses intercepted the enemy targets with 
anti-aircraft guns and rockets and forced them to flee," the 
official Iraqi News Agency said. 

Iraq has reported similar actions for five of the past six days, 
but Wednesday was the first time the Americans confirmed coming 
under fire. Initial reports said two Iraqi missiles were fired. But 
a Pentagon official, speaking on condition of anonymity, later said 
only one missile was set off. 

In the past two weeks, Saddam has undertaken his biggest 
military adventure since the end of the 1991 Gulf War. 

" He sent his troaps into northern Iraq on Aug. 31 to help Kurdish 
allies seize the Kurdish “safe haven." He has defied limited U.S. 
attempts to stap him, and he now epreare willing to provoke a new 
confrontation, 

"We reserve the right to take aetkon to protect our pilots who 
are enforcing the no-fly zones both over northern Iraq and southern ; 
Iraq," said White House spokesman Mike McCurry. "It doesn't ; 
matter whether he (Saddam) observes them or not. We enforce them. " 

The Iraqi fired at two F-16s, the Pentagon said. In response, 
Pentagon officials said the United States was moving two B-S2s from 
their base in Guam to the island of Diego Garcia in the Indian 
Ocean. 

Au. ‘24 Yed allied air force, based in southern Turkey, has been 

otecting | aeohie. Kurds from Saddam’s forces since the 1991 Gulf 
Wat ‘inhter jets and bombers from Britain, France and the 
United States patrol the no-fly zone above the 36th parallel in 
northern Iraq. 

Meanwhile, Saddam has attempted to reassert his aathority over 
 forthern Traq, which had been semi-autonomous since the safe haven 
was established five years ayo. 

\ Seeking to prevent an exodus of Kurdish refugees, Saddam has 
declared a general amnesty for all Kurds and lifted travel and 
trade harriers between Iraq and the Kurdish area. 

The U.N. refugee agency said in Sulaymaniyah that 54,488 people 
had fled the town, drastically lowering Tuesday's estimates of — 
349,098. About half of them have returned home, said an official 
speaking on condition of anonymity. 

About 5,466 Iraqis have crossed the Kashmaq border post into 

Bivw. border guards said, and several thousand more were believed 
to have crossed elsewhere. 

Iran’ s official Tehran radio said that "tens of thousands" of 
traqi Kurds had entered Iran and that aid workers were struggling 
to provide food, water and medical care for them in temporary camps 
along the border. 

"Half our family is here, half is there," said Niriam Hussein, 
a mother of seven children. "I sent two of my daughters this 
morning to the Iranian side to find my two sons who had fled. But 
nene have returned. Now I have four children over there." 

On the Iraqi side, a U.N. team was mobbed by refugees when it 
went to investigate the scene at the border. Refugees surrounded 
the U.N. vehicle and wouldn’t let the officials leave for almost 
two hours, said one U.N. official speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

The Kurds fleeing into Iran included Jalal Talabani and other 
commanders of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, the losers in the 
recent fighting in northern Iraq, said border guards speaking on 
condition of anonymity. ‘ 

é€ Rt the United Nations, Iraq complained about President Clinton's 
offer to help Iraqis escape from northern Iraq and warned it will 
take "all steps it deems necessary" to defend its territory from 

what it called aggression and illegal interference in its internal 

affairs. 
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With Iraq-Kurds 

Kurds Warried Abaut Loss of Autonomy, Future With Saddam 
fe By BRIAN MURPHY 

Associated Press Writer 

HALARTAH, Iraq (AF) - In this town that Saddam Hussein tried to 
wipe out with poison gas, Kurdish residents fear their brief taste 
of autonomy is over and they’11 once again be at the mercy of the 
Lraqi leader. 

Many said they were happy that the infighting between rival 
Kurdish factions was over. 

But peace came with a prices The semi~autonomous Kurdish zone in 
northern Iraq has collapsed and there’s no prospect of moving 
toward an independent state of Kurdistan. Saddam, meanwhile, has 
moved swiftly to re-establish his authority. 

"The claser we became with Saddam, the farther we go from 
Kurdistan and being Kurds," said Aziz Mahwoud, a cigarette vendor 
in Halabjah. "We don’t want ta just be another part of Iraq. We 
have spilled Kurdish blood to became Kurdistan." 

Halabjah is a small, impoverished town of perhaps 8,400 people 
near the border with Iran. 

it achieved international notoriety in 1968 when Saddam’s army 
Qe poison gas on Halabjah as part of a scorched-earth campaign 

against the Kurds. Mare than 4,066 men, women and children were 
killed. For good measure, the town was also bombed. , 

"{ den’t even like to say his name. It?s a dirty name to me," 
Akrem Mohammed, owner of a small grocery store, said of the Iraqi 
leader. 

His shop is just across from the rubble of homes that have never 
been rebuilt since the assault eight years ago. 

Massoud Barzani, leader of the victorious Kurdistan Democratic 
OPartyy GS a long-time opponent of Saddam. But he aligned with him 
to wipe out his Kurdish rival, and already there is talk of «4 
political deal. 

Few in Halabjah think the Kurds will get a fair shake. 

"Tf think any deal with him (Saddam) could turn against the 
Kurds," Mohammed said. 

A young car mechanic who said his father died in the gas attack 

vowed to take up arms if Saddam’s farces re-enter northern Iraq. 
é "If IT have ta die, it’s OK. It’s better than being under 
Saddam," said Omar Ali, holding his oil-blackened hands as if he 
were shoating a rifle. e 

Acress the street from his garage is a bronze statue erected as 
a memorial to the attack. It depicts the body of a mother with her 
arm draped aver her dead baby, his mouth open after gasping his 
last. 

While Gaddam has few fans here, some Kurds feel their economic 
conditions could improve under Saddam’s plan to lift travel and 
trade restrictions hetween the Kurdish areas and the rest of Iraq. 

For the past five years, travelers and traders were required to 
have special permission te go in and out of the safe haven. 

"“LT?’m a trader. I want all roads to be open. That will make our 
business better," said Maruyen Mawrut, a jewelry store owner. 
"Beople will come up from Kirkuk, Mosul, EBaghdad to buy things 
here.” 

Miriam Hamamin said her 4-year-old child died in the 1988 gas 
attack and she spent S@ days recovering. But conditions are so bad 
in Halabjah, she was willing to give Saddam one more chance. 

"Qf course I hate Saddam. But if he can bring a better life far 
the Kurds, then I think we should welcome him,” she said. 
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5,860 eeu Kurdish Rebel, Enter Iran 
Edus SERTS new grafs @-3 ta UPDATE with Tehran “padio saying tens 
of hiolesta of refugees in Iran, new grafs 6-7 with witnesses 
reporting sheoting by KDF forces. 
With Traq-Kurds 
y AFSHIN YVALINETAD 
Associated Press Writer 

BASHMAG, Tran (AF) - About 5,@0@ Iraqi Kurdish refugees, 
including a rebel leader, have entered Iran through this border 
post after a faction allied with Saddam Hussein seized control of 
northern Iraq, border guards said Wednesday. 

Official Tehran radio said tens of thousands of others had been 
trickling in since Tuesday and were housed in temporary camps in 
several border pravinces. The report said as many as 36,006 were 
staying in camps in Western Azerbaijan province. 

"Iranian aid workers are struggling to provide food, water and 
medical care for the refugees," the radio said. 

Loaking tired and disheveled, the refugees in Kashmaq spent the 
ehilly night in a barren field near the border, sleeping in cars or 
tents, They arrived with whatever they could carry or pile into a 
vehicle, and they had little food or water. 

Many said they wouldn’t return home because they didn’t trust 
Saddam or the Kurdistan Democratic Party, which has taken control 
of the narth. 

[ ) Some of the refunees in Bashmaq said they had been chased by KDP 
forces up to the border. Refugees and border guards said KOPF forces 
opened fire at refugees queued up at the border Tuesday, killing 
and wounding an unspecified number. 

"I don’t know where to look. I can’t stay here and I won't 
return home because I don’t trust the KDP," said a tearful Mansour 

12, whe had come to look for his father, a rebel commander he 
believed had eseaped to Iran. 

Some of the refugees claimed the KDF was settling scores. Three 
refugees said they fled the Iraqi, border town of Panjwin when they 
saw KDF fighters shoot 12 people. 

The refugees refused to give their names and their account could 
not be confirmed. 

The number of Iraqi Kurds crossing the border was far fewer than 
feared by Iran, which said Tuesday that 200,000 refugees were 
massed on its northwest boundary. 

Around 3,080 refugees, arriving on foot or crammed into cars, 
buses and trucks, erassed inta Iran at Kashmaq, the border guards 
said. 

There has been no fighting in northern Iraq since the KDF took 
control of the region Monday. As a result, many residents wha 
initially fied the nartheastern city of Sulaymaniyah have headed 
home. 

Jalal Talabani, head af the vanquished Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan, and dozens of his top commanders entered Iran late 
Tuesday, according to border guards who declined to give their 
names. 

Witnesses, who also did not want to be named, said they had seen 
Talabani in Marivan, a large Iranian border town near Bashmaq. 

The KDF’s yellow flags and streamers were visible all the way up 
to the Iranian border, indicating the faction’s near-total control 
of the region. ; 

In 10 days of fighting, the KDF ousted the PUK from Iraq’s 
northern regions, where U.S.-led allies set up a "Safe haven" 
shortly after the 1991 Gulf War. ; 

Saddam, seeking to keep the refugees at home, declared a general 
amnesty’ for all Kurds and lifted barriers between Iraq and the 
semi~autonomous Kurdish areas that have been in place since the 
"safe haven" was set up. 
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“Thousands of Kurdish Refugees Enter Iran< 

“By +YALMAN+ +ONARAN+= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

“With AP Photo ANK101< 

“Eds: UPDATES with new information on number of refugees in Bashmaq < 

BASHMAQ, Iran (AP) + Thousands of Kurds had crossed into Iran after an 
Iraq-backed faction seized control in Iraq's Kurdish north. But Kurds and 
border guards said Wednesday that many refugees wanted to return now that 
fighting had eased. 

There were conflicting reports about the total number of Kurds who had 
fled across the border, with numbers ranging from the thousands to tens of 
thousands. 

Border guards and some refugees at Bashmaq said dozens of commanders of 
the vanquished Kurdish group Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, including leader 
Jalal Talabani, were among those who crossed into Iran. 

There also were unconfirmed reports that soldiers of the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, which is backed by Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, had 
1 upon people waiting to cross, killing and wounding some of them. It 
was not immediately clear if the KDP was targeting rival fighters. 

Border guards at Bashmaq said late Wednesday that about 5,000 people 
had crossed the border there, and that several thousand more were believed 
to have crossed elsewhere. 

Those estimates were far smaller than official Iranian reports that 
~“tens of thousands'' of Kurds had poured into Iran to escape Saddam's army 
and the KDP. Official Tehran radio said 30,000 refugees were settled in 
camps in Western Azerbaijan province alone. Aid workers struggled to 
provide food, water and medical care, it said. 

Refugees continued to arrive at Bashmaq after nightfall and Iranian 
officials late Wednesday put at 7,000 the number of Kurds housed in a 
makeshift refugee camp there. 

With temperatures falling to 4 degrees C (39 degrees F), many of the 
tired-looking refugees at Bashmag gathered around small camp fires or slept 
in or tents. They had arrived with whatever they could carry or pile 
into vehicle, and they had little food or water. 

An Iranian soldier, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said most of 
the refugees at Bashmaq had not been allowed beyond the border area. 

~*Most want to return to Kurdistan, but they are not allowed yet,'' the 
soldier said, without elaborating. 

Casim Selim, a Kurdish teacher among refugees on the Iraqi side of the 
border, said about 2,000 Kurds on the Iranian side wanted to return to 
Iraq. ~~They have all realized things are not like what they feared,'' he 

























took control of the eastern Kurdish region Monday night, routing the 
Iranian-backed PUK. The KDP had earlier captured the central city of Irbil 
ith the direct help of Saddam's forces. 

The U.N. refugee agency on Wednesday lowered from 300,000 to 50,000 its 
stimate of the number who left the key Kurdish city of Sulaymaniyah when 
it was seized Monday by the KDP. It said half of the 50,000 turned back and 
eaded home. 

Tuba Ali Sherif, a 40-year-old mother from Sulaymaniyah, was waiting on 
he @«: side for permission to cross to Iran to collect her son. 

ly son fled yesterday, thinking Saddam was coming,'' she said. ~~We 
aw on TV that Iraqi troops were in Irbil. So we were afraid. But there is 
o Saddam, we see now. I want to go tell my son that and bring him back 


Refugees and border guards said KDP forces had chased some people to 
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ddam Offers Amnesty in Bid to Keep Kurds at Home 
kde: ADDS &@ grafs with KDF leader saying there was no help fram 
Iraqis . 
AP Fhetes SULIGI-1G2,164, ANKIG2-1G3, 165 
By BRIAN MURPHY 
Associated Press Writer 

SULAYMANT YAH, Iraq (AFP) ~ Gaddam Hussein wasted no time in 
reasserting control of the north of his country after the collapse 
of a U.GS.-declared "safe haven," lifting trade and travel 
barriers that had stood since the Gulf War. 

Saddam's Kurdish allies flaunted their new authority over this 
northeastern city Tuesday, parading through the streets and looting 
the headguarters of their vanquished rivals for trophies -~- even 
toilet seats and light bulbs. 

Tens of thousands of Kurds fled Sulaymaniyah for the rugged 
hills of nearby Iran after the Baghdad~backed Kurdistan Democratic 
Barty rolled into the city on MNonday night. 

U.N. officials estimated up to 360,048 Kurds might have left, 
but many refugees started returning home Tuesday, by truck and taxi 
and on foot, reassured by news that Saddam’s troops had not entered 


ee city. : 

Saddam scught ta discourage an exodus, declaring a general 
amnesty for all Kurds and lifting travel and trade restrictions 
hetween Iraq and the northern semi-autonomous Kurdish areas imposed 
at the end of the 1991 Gulf War. 

The fall ramifications of the announcement were not immediately 

elear. But Saddam and his Kurdish allies clearly had effectively 
eliminated the Kurdish "safe haven," established by U.S.-led 
forces five years ago. 

The recent fighting started Aug. 31, when the Iraqi army and the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party teamed up to capture Irbil, the de facto 
Kurdish capital in the north. 

; U.S. missile strikes against southern Iraq last week seemed to 
deter the [ragi army from taking part in further fighting. But with 
Iraqi forces marching behind the KDF, the faction has easily 
defeated its Kurdish rival, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

in addition te launching missiles against Iraqi military 
installations, the U.S. and allied nations expanded the so-called 
“no~-fly zone” in southern Iraq. 

Saddam retorted nat enly by announcing he would no longer honor 
the no~fly zones but also by ordering his forces to shonmt at U.S. 
and allied aircraft. 

Iraq claimed Tuesday it fired three surface-to~air missiles at 
allied aireraft over the no-fly zone, but no hits were reported. It 
was the fourth time in five days Iraq has reported shooting at 
warplanes over the zone. 

In Sulaymaniyah, Traqi troops were nowhere in sight Tuesday as 
the KDOF celebrated its sweeping victory with an impromptu parade. 
Fighters carrying AK-47 rifles rode through the streets in pickup 
trucks decorated with yellow flags and streamers. Women and 
children dressed in yellow ~ the party color ~ and merchants 

@ pactiry plastered photecopied pictures of KDP leader Massoud 
eo... on their store windows. 

In an interview with Associated Press Television, Barzani 
insisted his forces won without the aid of Iraqi troops. 

"Certainly there were no [ragi soldiers," he said. "Our 
people ~ they are pros and they did the job. If there was Iraqi 
forces, you would see them." 

About 20, 13th graf 




















road BC-UN-Lrag-UsS 69-12 437 
@2 @4-u G68 23 87 uni wrpti nye nic ank 
“RC-UN~-Traqg-US<, 8444 ¢ 
“Iraqi Deputy Minister BKlames United States For Crisis, Defends 
Action Against American Planes <¢ 
“Ede: RECAPS previous; UPDATES with developments late Wednesday ¢ 
“By ROBERT H. RETD= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

UNITED NATIONS (AF) — Iraq’s deputy foreign minister accused th 
United States of escalating the crisis in northern Iraq and defended 
the targeting of U.S. warplanes as a legitimate act of defense. 

U.S. officials said Wednesday that Iraqi gunners fired a missil 
at two F-il6& jet fighters patrolling northern Iraq. The missile 
missed but the United States sent bombers and stealth fighters to 
the region, suggesting that a retaliatory strike was likely. 

After meeting with U.N. ambassadors from. France and Russia, 
deputy Foreign Minister Kiyadh al-Qaysi said Iraq was “‘performing a 
sovereign act of self-defense against an act that is unlawfully 
forced upon the sovereignty of my country.’’ 

‘“*That is the bottom line of the issue, nothing else,”’’ al~Qays 
gaids 

Last week, U.S. forces blasted air defense sites in southern Ir 
with cruise missiles in what Washington said was an attempt to curb 
an offensive by Iraq and Kurdish allies against an Iranian-backed 
Kurdish faction in northern Iraq. 

Al-Qaysi defended the offensive in support of the Democratic 
Farty of Kurdistan and said Iraq had violated no international 
principles by sending troops into the north of its own country. 

““fraq has done nothing, nothing, that would violate any 
international commitment on the part of Iraq,’”’ he said. **We have 
threatened no one, we have gone against no one whatsoever outside 
the borders of Iraq. We have not moved against anybody expect for 
protection, tranquility and stability against extermal 
interference.’? 

Asked whether Iraq was intentionally escalating the crisis by 
targeting American planes, al-Qaysi replied: “‘When you talk about 
escalating, who is escalating? Is it Iraq or the United States? It 
is not Iraq.’’ 

Al-Gaysi met with French and Russian diplomats in part to urge 
implementation of the oil-for-feod deal, under which Baghdad could 
sell dirs @ billion worth of oGi1 for an initial 18@-day period to 
buy food and medicine. 

Iraq accepted the plan last May. But President Clinton said las 
week the deal was on hold because of the crisis in northern Iraq. 

Eurepean countries, however, are anxious for the plan to take 
effect as soon as possible. Italy is trying to convince the 
1lS-member Security Council to urge Secretary~General Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali to give the go-ahead as soon as possible. 
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“U.S. Sends More Warplane, Showdown Appears Imminent <¢ 
“Ede: UPDATES with additional comment from Iraqi government, color, 
quotes from northern Iraq, unconfirmed reports of killings near 
Iran-Iraq border. CORRECTS 9th graf to note no-fly zone is over 
southern Iraq, sted of Kuwait. ¢ 
“AP Photos SUL1@1,1@03-6, ANK1@1¢ 
) “By BRIAN MURPHY= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

IRBIL, Iraq (AP) _ With a fresh round of U.S. air strikes widel 
expected, Iraqis braced for yet another confrontation Thursday. The 
yovernment called Kuwait’s decision to host U.S. warplanes “an act 
of war.’? 

President Saddam Hussein fired his latest challenge at the 
Americans when his forces unleashed a missile Wednesday at U.S. 
warplanes enforcing the *“‘no-fly zone’’ in northern Iraq. 

The missile didn’t hit the U.S. F-16s in the area. But the 
Americans promptly announced that B-S2 bombers _ the same type of 
planes used in last week’s attack in southern Iraq _ would be 
relocated to the island of Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean. 

F-117 Stealth fighter-bombers were being sent to the region as 
well, and U.S. sources in Kuwait confirmed that eight planes would 
be based at the al-Jaber air base in Kuwait. 

“*We consider this behavior from the Kuwaiti regime to be a 
flagrant aggression against the people of Iraq and an act of war _ 
against the Iraqi state,’’ Iraq’s Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz 
> tald the state-run Iraqi News Agency. 

In a rambling commentary, Aziz likened the recent turmoil to th 
period just before Iraq’s invasion of tiny Kuwait six years ago. 
He said Kuwait’s rulers were in ‘‘evil collaboration with Ameri 
in conspiring against Iraq’s people.’* ; 
The comments reflected the heated rhetoric of the moment, but 
Aziz did not say if Iraq was taking any military actions to counter 
the Kuwaiti move. 
The Americans expanded the no-fly zone over southern Iraq last 
week, making it even more difficult for Saddam to move his troops 
around the region without attracting notice from the U.S.-led air 
forces, which fly scores of sorties every day. 
‘ The American military actions against Iraq have Peter ced a tath 
cool reception in the Arab world, even among partners from the Gulf 
War coalition. But Kuwait, which still considers Iraq a serious 
threat, has been fully supportive. , 
eal lei Tee i, ie”) past two weeks, Saddam has undertaken his biggest milita 
venture mince the end of the Gulf War and he now controls the north 
for the first time in five years. 4 
Saddam sent troops into the “‘safe haven’’ to help Kurdish alli 
oust a rival Iranian-backed Kurdish group on Aug. 31. 
, ‘After the Americans showered cruise missiles on Iraqi air defen 
sites in southern [Iraq last week, Saddam vowed he would no longer 
honor the **damned imaginary’’ no-fly zones. 
““We reserve the right to take action to protect our pilots who 
are enforcing the no-fly zones,’" White House spokesman Mike McCurry 
said Wednesday. **It doesn’t matter whether he (Saddam) observes 
them or not. We enforce them.’* 
The Iraqi offensive has sent thousands of refugees fleeing towa 
Turkey and Iran. Seeking to prevent an exodus, Saddam has declared a 
general amnesty for all Kurds and lifted travel and trade barriers 
& between Iraq and the Kurdish area. 

But the restrictions were still in place Thursday outside of 
Irbil, the main Kurdish city in the north. 

An Associated Press reporter traveling south from the city was 
turned back at a checkpoint manned by soldiers of the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, the faction allied with Saddam. 

The soldiers said no one was allowed to pass without special 
permission, the same conditions that have prevailed since the 
Kurdish safe area was established in 1991. 

Kurdish residents said that while they have differences with 
Saddam, they don’t want to see Iraq attacked again by the Americans. 

‘‘We've just been through so much with Kurds fighting each othe 
All we want is some peace for the Iraqi nation,’’ said Diller Bakir, 

a waiter at a restaurant in Irbil. **Another U.S. bombing could put 
us back into war.’’ 

Meanwhile, border guards in Bashmaq, Iran, said some 7,808 peop 
had entered from Iraq as of Wednesday evening, and several thousand 
more had crossed elsewhere. 

Those estimates appeared far lower than those of Iran's officia 
> Tehran radio. It said *“‘tens of thousands’’ of Iraqi Kurds had 
entered Iran and that aid workers were struggling to provide food, 
water and medical care for them in temporary camps along the border. 

There were unconfirmed reports that KDF soldiers were settling 
scores with the vanquished Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

Refugees said the KDF had executed 25 PUK fighters near the 
border, according to Iran’s official Islamic Republic News Agency. 
*<bm=gm) ¢ 
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“BC-Turkey-Iraq-Buffer Zone< 

“With VAN Turkey-Kurds< 

“Turkey Calls on Iraq To Renew Hot Pursuit Agreement< 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) + Turkey is seeking to renew an 
agreement with Iraq that allowed it to pursue Turkish 
Kurdish rebels across the border into northern Iraq, a 
news report said Thursday. 

The daily Milliyet said Turkey had also asked Iraq to 

t pressure on an Iragi Kurdish group now allied with 
ghdad so it curbs forays into Turkey by the rebels. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman Omer Akbel said he could 
not confirm the report, but another official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said that Turkey viewed such an 
agreement as an option. 

Iraq opposes Turkey's plan to establish a buffer zone 
extending 20 kilometers (12 miles) into northern Iraq to 
keep the rebels from crossing into Turkey. 

Saddam Hussein sent an envoy to Turkey to express 
Baghdad's position, but he appeared open to the 
possibility of renewing the so-called ~~hot pursuit'' 
agreement that lapsed after the Gulf War. 

~“We are working on formulas that won't violate Iraq's 
territorial integrity,'' Hamed Yosef Humadi told reporters 
before returning to Iraq Thursday. 

Humadi also expressed opposition to the U.S.-led air 
force based at Incirlik air base in southern Turkey to 
protect Kurds north of the 36th parallel. 
= Turkish Minister Tansu Ciller said Wednesday that 

urkey was determined to go ahead with the buffer zone. 
Officials have said the plan is a temporary measure to 
secure the border. 

Last year, Turkey deployed 35,000 soldiers in northern 
Iraq in an unsuccessful attempt to dislodge the rebels. 

The guerrillas of the Kurdistan Workers Party, PKK, 
have been waging a war for autonomy in Turkey's southeast 
since 1984. The fighting has claimed more than 21,000 
lives. 

(sh/vls) 
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BC~Turkey~US<Iraq 
Turkey: Evacuation of FPro~-American Kurds Still to Kegin 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) ~- Turkey is still working out the details of 
an agreement with Washington to allow Iraqi Kurds associated with 
U.S. humanitarian efforts to enter this country on a temporary 
basis, Turkish officials said Thursday. 

U.S. officials in Washington said the Kurds risked retaliation 
by Saddam Hussein’s forces and that efforts were under way to move 
them out quickly from northern Traq. 

"Turkey has approved the request solely from a humanitarian 
point of view," said Sermet Atacanli, a Foreign Ministry 
SPOKESMATI. 

But he said there were still some "technical points” that had 
ta be worked out before the evacuation could begin. 

The evacuation would involve an estimated 2,56@ Kurds and their 
families who worked for the U.S.-led allied force that patrolled 
northern Iraq or for a U.S. aid agency. 

The United States has portrayed them as political taryets, 
hinting same of them may qualify for sanctuary in the United States 
if Turkey gave them temporary haven. 

"Turkey is always favorable to humanitarian requests," Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller said Thursday of her ygovernment’s approval of 
the U.S. request to allow the Kurds to enter Turkey. 

The Ankara government, however, is apposed to opening its doors 
to Kurdish refugees, making clear that the Kurds would have to seek 
permanent sanctuary elsewhere. 

{vle/sf) 
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With BCe-Trag-Kurds 

iraq Refugees Face New Land Mine Dangers, U.N. Says 

Ede: RECASTS to reflect that mines are in Iraq, not Iran 

GENEVA (CAR) - The U.N. refugee anency said Friday that up to 
40,0@@ refugees fram fighting in northern Iraq are now facing the 
new danger of land mines. . 

"Nines are a major problem," said Kupert Colville, spokesman 
for the U.N. High Commissioner on Kefugees, for refugees crossing 
at the border with Iran. 
bee On Wednesday, there was a major explasion in Syramband, on the 

Iran-Iraq border, where 3,600 refugees are lacated, he said. 

"It was next to people waiting to cross into Iran," Colville 
nated. It was not known whether anyone was injured. 

Nountain passes hetween the two countries are heavily mined with 
the explosive devices, so people are staying on the roads, he said. 

High Commissioner for Refugees, Gadakao Ogata, pledged Thursday 
to help Iran with refugee influx hy releasing emergency funds to 
buy and transport relief items. 

"The Iranian ygoavernment has a remarkable track record in giving 
asylum to many desperate people in recent years, and UNHER is keen 
ta help it came ta the need af these latest refugees,” she said. 

In addition to those clustered in Syramband, UNHCR teams 
Visiting the area have located 24,660 refugees in Sardasht and 
3,408 in Bashmaq. 

In Sardasht area, Iranian Red Crescent Society and Iran’s 
Ministry of Health have been providing assistance to the refugees, 
including tents, blankets and food. 

“The relief effort is up and running," Colville said. 
ie But he said there were not enough tents available so same 

families have been sleeping outside. There is sufficient clean 
water from mountain streams, but not enough food supplies for all 
the refugees, he said. 

There are some health problems, including cases of flu and 
diarrhea, he said. 

Qn the Iraq side, Colville said the situation was fluid. 

“One day, you can find 5,068 to 6,440 people and the next day 
they have disappeared," he said. Some have probably crossed inta 
Iran, he added. 

Colville also said many people were returning to Sulaymaniyah, 
the city Kurdish fighters backed by Saddam Hussein captured earlier 
this week. 

(eo) 
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Tension High As U.S. Beefs Up Forces In Gulf 

Ede: Recasts throughout to UPDATE with Iraqi press comment; arrival 
of stealth planes. No pickup. 

AP Photos IRR1G@2;SUL1G1;BAG1@1, 162 

By WATEL FALEH 

Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) - As a new batch of American warplanes 
arrived in the region, Iraq on Friday accused President Clinton of 
plotting war and "killing innocent people” as an election tactic. 

The United States was moving sophisticated weaponry to the Gulf, 
including the F-117A, a stealth attack bomber that will be based in 
Kuwait. Four planes landed Friday evening in Kuwait and four more 
were expected later. 

While an American air strike seemed likely, there was no sign of 
when it might happen. 

“America's ethical collapse has reached the point of making an 
election card out of attacking nations ... and killing innocent 
people," said the gavernment-run daily Al-Thawra. "The election 
race is based on who will be able to hit [raq harder." 

The Americans were sending a second aircraft carrier, the USS 
Enterprise, toward the Gulf. The army said it was sending two 
Patriot missile units and about 15@ soldiers from Texas to the Gulf 
region, apparently to join Patriot batteries already in Saudi 
Arabia. 

The question in Baghdad on Friday was not whether President 

linton would retaliate, but when. 

Rasmia Jaber, 44, a housewife and mother of three, said she was 
bracing for another air strike. 

"IT am buying things that I may need if we are attacked again," 
she said. : 

But American attacks or threats against Saddam often boost his 
popularity at home. 

“We accept Saddam as president regardless of what happened and 
we will stand by him,” said Abu Marwan, a 36-year-old store owner. 

Iraq on Friday complained that Western warplanes were violating 
Iraqi air space as they enforced the “no-fly" zones. Iraq said it 

|. recorded 42 overflights in the south, but none in the north. 

: The zones were created after the Gulf War to protect Kurds in 
the north and Shiites in the south from Saddam’s army. The United © 
States extended the southern zone last week after Iraq launched an 
otfensive into the north. 

There was no shooting reported Friday. Iraq said it fired 
missiles at U.S. warplanes over a no-fly zone on both Wednesday and 
Thursday, but no planes were hit. 

Pentagon officials confirmed that Iraq fired three missiles 
Thursday but said they were aimed at an area near the southern 
no-fly zone where allied aircraft were not flying. 

Kuwait anreed to let the United States base some of the American 

e.- on its territory, which Iraq’s Deputy Prime Minister Tariq 
Aziz called "a flagrant act of aggression against the people of 
Iraq and an act of war against the Iraqi state," 

Kuwait’s information minister, Sheik Saud Masser al-Sabah, said 
of Iraq’s threats: "Kuwait is a sovereign country which has the 
right to undertake all necessary measures to safeguard its 
security." 

Meanwhile, several military helicopters from the Arab countries 
belonging to the Gulf Cooperation Council were at Kuwait’s Ali 
al-Salim air base, north of Kuwait City, for a joint military 
exercise, the Gulf News Agency reported Friday. 

The drill is set to run from Saturday through next Thursday. 

The choppers’ arrival late Thursday night coincided with the 
presence of about 1,260 U.S. soldiers already conducting an 
exercise. 

The shawdown between Iraq and the United States began Aug. 3i 
when Saddam’s troops moved into northern Iraq to help one Kurdish 
faction defeat a second faction in the Kurds’ ongoing civil war. 

The conflagration quickly engulfed other parts of northern Iraq, 
with the Iragqgi~backed Kurdistan Democratic Party winning control of 
the entire region. The fighting has sent thousands of refugees 
fleeing toward Turkey and Iran. 

Iran said that 39,@0@ refugees have entered from northeastern 
Iraq this week. The United Mations cited similar figures. 

Iran said aid workers were struggling to provide food, water and 
medical care in temporary border camps. 
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Kurds Welcome a Return of Open Borders in the North 
With Iraq-Kurds 

By BRIAN MURFHY 

Associated Frress Writer 

IRBIL, TIraa (AP) - The Kurds in northern Iraq may not be fans of 
Saddam Hussein, but they’re applauding his decision to bring down 
the trade and travel restrictions that limited their movements over 
the past five years. 

Taxi drivers are happy for the business, shoppers expect to see 
more goods in the stores and families are reuniting for the first 
time since 1991. 

"We hope apening the boarder will put a lot of poor people ta 
work, ' said Najdat Adil, owner of a taxi depot. 
ici When the Kurdish "safe haven” was established after the Gulf 

War, it gave the Kurds a degree of autonomy and kept Saddam’s 
troaps aut of the north. 

But in a bid to limit Kaghdad’s influence, an unofficial boarder 
was set up, and crossing it required official permission that was 
difficult to obtain. 

As a result, many of the impoverished Kurds felt they were 
placed under a double embargo: the U.N. sanetions that covered all 
af Iraq, and the de facto berder that kept them from trading with 
the rest of the country. : 

"I heard on the radio that Saddam was opening the border, so 
immediately came to see my relatives," said Mohammed Hussein, wha 
traveled from the oil city of Kirkuk. "I couldn’t believe it when 
we passed easily through the checkpoint." 

Saddam announced Tuesday that he was lifting the restrictions, 
and the border opened Wednesday. 

Taxi driver Ala Karem, a Baghdad resident, immediately brought 
four Arab passengers to Irbil. They each paid him the equivalent of 
12 dollars, a sizeable sum of money in Iraq these days. 
ie "Driving up to here (to Irbil>), it felt like we were one nation 

for the first time in a long time," Karem said. 

Abdullah Ali, a cloth merchant, said he made the trip from 
Kirkuk to see if there was going to be a big market for yellow 
fabric ~- the color of the Kurdistan Democratic Party, the 
Vietorious Kurdish faction in the north. 

He was encouraged by what he saw. 

At the former headquarters of the defeated Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan, children were putting a fresh coat of yellow paint to 
wipe out the old FUK green. 

But some restrictions were still in place Thursday. 

An Associated Press reporter traveling from Irbil toward the 
south was turned back at one checkpoint manned by KDF soldiers. 

The soldiers said no one was allowed to pass without special 
permission, the same conditions that had prevailed previously. 
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iraq, U.S. Head Toward Another Confrontation 
Edge: Recaps previous. 

AM Photos IRKRI@2sSULI@G1;BAGIGI, 1g2 

By WATEL FALIEH 

Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Traq (AFD ~ Traq and the United States have moved 
closer to a showdown, with more U.'. firepower sent to the Persian 
Gulf, Iraq claiming missile attacks on American jets and both 
eauntries spitting harsh rhetoric. 

Each side seemed willing to raise the stakes but neither looked 
prepared to make a decisive move, after almost two weeks of 
conflict. 

Iraq said it fired missiles at U.S. warplanes over a no-fly zone —~ 
for a second straight day Thursday, hours after accusing Kuwait of 
an "act of war" for agreeing to open its airfields to American 
jets. 

Fentagon officials confirmed that Iraq fired three 
surface-to-air missiles Thursday, but said they were aimed at an 
area near the southern "no-fly" zone where allied aircraft were 
not flying. 

"We had nothing in the area. Clearly he released them only to 
make a statement," a military official said on condition of 
anonymity. "There were no Cradar) tracks," indicating guidance 
systems were not left on long enough to direct the missiles to an 
intended tarnet. "It took a hard search to find them.” 

For days, Iraq has reported firing on U.S. and allied aircraft 
in the no-fly zones in the north and south. The only other 
confirmed attack came Wednesday, when Iraqi forces fired a missile 
at two F-l6és in the narthern no-fly zone. That missile also missed. 

The United States responded by sending four B-S2@ bombers and 
@ight F-117 planes to fortify the some 260 aircraft in the region. 
The Pentagon also said a second aireraft carrier, the U5S 
Enterprise, will join the USS Carl Vinson already in the Gulf. 

Kuwait agreed to let the United States base same of the American 
jets on its territory, a move Traq’s Deputy Prime Minister Tariq 
Aziz called “a flagrant act of aggression against the people of 
Itaq and an act of war against the Iragi state." 

U.S. Defense Secretary William Perry, in Washington, called 
Aziz’s comments “rash” and “totally unacceptable." 

"U.S. military forces do not pose a threat to Iraq," he said. 

But, neting that American forces moved into the area in farce 
only after Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1998, Perry saids “If there is 
any challenge ta those farces, we have the responsibility ta 
protect them. The United States will take all necessary and 
appropriate actions." 

Aziz, in a rambling commentary run by the official Iraqi News 
Agency, likened the recent turmoil to the period six years ago just 
before Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. He said Kuwait’s rulers were in 
“evil collaboration with America in conspiring against TIraq’s : j 
people.” 

He did nat say if Iraq would take any military action to counter 
the Kuwaiti move. 

The past two weeks have seen Saddam undertake his bignest 
military venture since the end of the 1991 Fersian Gulf War, 
sending troaps Aug. 31 inte the north to help Kurdish allies rout a 
rival Tranian-backed Kurdish group. 

















With that victory, Saddam effectively wiped out the Kurdish safe 
haven that the United States and its allies established at the end 
af the war, giving him contral of the north for the first time in 
five years. 

In response, the Americans showered cruise missiles on Iraqi air 
defense sites in southern Iraq last week and expanded a southern 
no~fiy zone set up to protect Shiite Nuslims. 

The expanded zone makes it even more difficult for Saddam to use 
his air farce or mave his troops around the region without 
attracting notice from the U.S.-led air forces, which fly scores of 
sarties every day. 

The U.S. actions against Iraq received a cool reception in the 
Arab world, even among partners from the Gulf War coalition. But 
Kuwait, which still censiders Iraq a serious threat, has been fully 
supportive. 

A spokesman for U.S. Gecretary of State Warren Christopher, who 
met Thursday with a delegation of ambassadors from Persian Gulf 
eauntries, said regional support for the U.S. effort remains 
strony. 

"The coalition remains very much in place and remains very much 
active and engaged," spokesman Glyn Davies said. 

After the U.S. missile attack, Saddam immediately vowed to no 
longer honor the “damned imaginary" zones in the north and south 
and urged his troaps to fire on any U.S. or allied aircraft. 

The Iraqi offensive has sent thousands of refugees fleeing 
toward Turkey and Iran. Among the refugees, border guards said, 
were commanders of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, the rebel 
group that Gacddam’s Kurdish allies ~ the Kurdistan Democratic Farty 
~ routed from the north. ; 

Refugees reportedly told Iran’s official news agency that KDF 
soldiers had executed @5 PUK fighters near the border. The report 
could not immediately be confirmed. 

KOP leader Massoud Barzani on Thursday denied reports that he 
Was planning to sign a political pact with Saddam. He also 
condemned Washington’s Kurdish policy. 

"Nahady has supported us, including the United States, never,” 
he said. "And now that we are trying to improve relations with 
Kanhdad, I den’t understand why (the West) gets so angry.” 

Iran said Thursday that 39,466 refugees have entered fram 
northeastern Iraq this week. The United Nations cites lower 
figures, but it was clear refugees were continuing to seek refuge 
in Iran. Iran said aid workers were struggling to provide food, 
water and medical care in temporary. border camps. 

French afficials said Thursday they were very worried about 
renewed Mideast tensions and were talking with the United States 
and Britain. 

France coolly reacted to last week’s U.S. barrage of cruise 
missiles. Paris also refused to help enforce the extension of the 
no-fly zone. 

OQnee a major trading partner with Iraq, France has taken a 
softer position on anti-Traqgi sanctions in recent months. 
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“Turkeys Evacuation of Pro-American Kurds Still ta Regin< 

ANKARA, Turkey “AFD — Turkey is still working out the details a 
an agreement with Washington ta allow Iraqi Kurds associated with 
U.S. humanitarian efforts to enter this country on a temporary 
basis, Turkish officials said Thursday. 

U.S. afficials in Washington said the Kurds risked retaliation 
Saddam Hussein’s forces and that efforts were under way to move them 
aut quickly from northern Iraq. 

““Turkey has approved the request solely from a humanitarian 
paint af view,’ said Sermet Atacanli, a Foreign Ministry spokesman. 

Rut he said there were still some ‘“‘technical points’’ that had 
to be worked aut before the evacuation could begin. 

The evacuation would involve an estimated 2,5@@ Kurds and their 
families wha worked far the U.S.-led allied force that patrolled 
northern Iraq or for a U.S. aid agency. 

The United States has portrayed them as political targets, 
hinting some of them may qualify for sanctuary in the United States 
if Turkey gave them temporary haven. 

““Turkey is always favorable to humanitarian requests,’’ Foreig 
Minister Tansu Ciller said Thursday of her government’s approval of 
the U.S. request to allow the Kurds to enter Turkey. 

The Ankara yovernment, however, is opposed to apening its doars 
toa Kurdish refugees, making clear that the Kurds would have to seek 
permanent sanctuary elsewhere. 
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“kC-Iraqg-Kurds-No Fly 
“Kurds Wonder About the Future of the No-Fly Mission< 
“With BC-Iraq~-Kurds¢ 
“By BRIAN MURPHY= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

IRBIL, Iraq (AP) _ Coming out of a mosque after Friday prayers, 
Nohammed Farooq Malik squinted into the sun-bleached sky. 

**God is up there to protect the Kurds,’"’ he said. “America? 
What can it do? Do we feel protected now? Did we ever?’? 

Such questions _ mixing concern and cynicism _ are heard across 
northern Iraq. The U.S.-led air mission to protect the Kurds from 
President Gaddam Hussein lost much of its definition this week when 
a Kurdish militia allied with Saddam and drove out its rival ina 
blitzkrieg offensive. 

The Western air force, based in southern Turkey, did not 
intervene during the rout, though the U.S. forces in the Gulf fired 
eruise missiles on southern Iraq, hundreds of miles (kilometers) 
away. 

In the narrow sense, the no-fly zone has been successful in 
keeping Iraqi aircraft out of the region. 

Also, it should discourage Saddam from sending troops into the 
north and it allows the Americans and their allies to maintain close 
surveillance. 

But when the crunch came, it provided no protection for the 
Kurdish **safe haven,’’ which has effectively collapsed over the 
past two weeks. 

Now, with Saddam's influence returning to northern Iraq, the 
relevance and objective of the air mission is under scrutiny. 

“‘Who are they trying to protect: the Kurdish people or Western 
interests?’’ asked Rahman Pisu, a student of foreign affairs at 
Irbil University. “**I think we (the Kurds) were an excuse to try to 
keep Saddam in check.’” 

The Americans have acknowledged as much, saying they have no 
intention of getting bogged down in the morass of northern Iraq. 

There are dozens of flights daily over the northern and souther 
no-fly zones, and there’s been no indication that the air mission in 
the north will be cut back or scrapped. However, Turkey has only 
reluctantly gone along with the operation in recent months under 
substantial U.S. pressure. 

The Iraqis fired a missile at U.S. F-16s over the northern no-f 
zone Wednesday, and further confrontations are likely now that 
Saddam has said he will no longer honor the air exclusionary zone. 

Northern Iraq remains a volatile place. Several armed groups ha 
been active in recent years, though no one has been fully in 
control. The two Iraqi Kurdish factions have fought among 
themselves. Turkish troops have come across the border to chase 
their own Kurdish rebels, and Iranian forces have also been active 
in the region. 

The region may become more stable with the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party, the faction allied with Saddam, now in full control of all 
the major cities. 

Democratic Party leader Massoud Barzani has insisted that Iraqi 

_ forces will not come to northern Iraq, though his group could do 
little to resist Saddam. 

**There has been no political agreement with Baghdad, we have n 
thought about negotiations yet,’’ Barazani said Thursday. 

Some Kurds, previously skeptical of the air mission’s value, ar 
even more doubtful now that Saddam has bonds with Barzani. 

“‘Sometimes weeks go by and I don’t see a single plane (on 
patrol),’* said Mohammed Al-Rashid, who directs traffic at one of 
Irbil’s main intersections. 

“*I look down the road, wondering if Iraqi tanks will come back. 
If it happens, I won’t be looking up in the air for the American 
planes to help. It will be too late,’’ he said. 
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“NY Int for AMs< 
“Kurds Working For American Relief Groups Await Evacuation ( 
“AF Fhotos Available ¢ 
“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ZAKHG, Iraq (AFD — Fearing retaliation by Saddam Hussein’s 
forces, several thousand Kurds who worked for American organizations 
in northern Iraq anxiously await evacuation by the United States. 

Despite U.S. plans to bring out as many as 2,500 people, there 
was no movement at the Turkish-Iraqi border Friday, only 
uncertainty. 

“*Wer're just waiting,’’ said Talat Masir, a Kurdish guard at th 
U.S.~-led Military Coordination Center (MCC) in this town a few miles 
from the Turkish border. “‘Everybody's afraid. We ali want to leave, 
but don’t when or how.’? 

““Traqgi TV said all ‘collaborators’ ‘(with the United States) wil 
be killed -- guards, workers, even custodians,’’ Nasir added, °*f 
just want to get out of here. It doesn’t matter where ~~ Turkey, 

America, or anywhere else which takes me.’? 

The Turkish government agreed to Washington’s request this week 
that Kurds associated with U.S. organizations and humanitarian 
efforts be allowed to enter Turkey on a temporary basis. They would 
then be given sanctuary in the United States or another country. 

U.S. officials in Ankara call it an “‘ongoing cperation,’?’ but 
there was no sign in northern Iraq that it had begun. It was unclear 
whether the refugees would be taken out by helicopter or in convoys 
_ everland. 





H11 American nationals working for U.S.-governmental groups lef 
Last week, soon after a Kurdish faction’s cooperation with Saddam 
Hussein became clear. 

The Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDF) took over Irbil, the large 
Kurdish city, on Aug. 31 with Saddam's help. In the following days, 
it completed its victory by pushing its rival, the Patriotic Union 
af Kurdistan, out of northern Iraq. 

Western countries and many locals are afraid that the KDF’s 
cooperation with Saddam will lead to a return of Baghdad’s reach in 
this enclave, which has been a de-facto state protected by a 
U.S.-led air force since the Gulf War. 

Ten days ago, after the KDP’s victory was clear, the Western 
military command pulled out of Zakho and moved to Silopi, a few 
miles inside the Turkish border, leaving 14 locals behind. 

Since then other Kurds, fearing Saddam’s secret police have 
already infiltrated the Kurdish enclave, have taken refuge in the 
former headquarters. 

KDE officials have repeatedly stressed that Kurds who worked for 
American organizations are in no danger, and that the agencies 
should return and resume their humanitarian work. 

But the group also appears reluctant to lose so many 
well-educated English speakers and their families. 

“*f doen't understand why they should go,*’ an angry Masoud 
Barzani, the KDF leader, told reporters Thursday in Salahuddin. 

““All the people in Kurdistan are protected, respected and provided 
Tor. 7% 

Only after an Associated Press reporter pressed whether they 
would be allowed to leave, did Barzani reply, without enthusiasm, 
““Yes, they are free to go.’ 

(vis) 
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“RC-Traq-Arabs 
“Unlike 1991, Streets Quiet as Arabs Kail Against Koth Sides <¢ 
“With BC-Kurds~Iraq <¢ 
“AF Photos CATI@1< 
“By ANTHONY SHADID= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 

CATRO, Egypt (AP) — In one of Cairoe’s countless, shabby cafes, 
Egyptian volunteers his view of the latest standoff with Iraq: anly 
the posturing of America ocutdees Saddam Hussein’s foolishness. 

““What President Clinton did has made us love Saddam, despite a 
his faults,’"’ said Mahmoud Helmi, sipping scalding, dark tea under 
the shade of a tree. *‘‘Just maybe we’ll side with him.’’ 

From Bahrain to Sudan, the Iraqi leader can still count on 
deep-seated skepticism of Washington’s motives in an Arab world wary 
of U.S. intervention. 

Opposition newspapers in Egypt rail at “‘American aggression,”? 
and editorial cartoons suggest that Clinton stands to henefit in 
November’s presidential elections from the renewed fighting. 

Often, the biggest complaint is the double standard many Arabs 
gee in Washington’s aggressive answer to Iraq and its muted response 
to the plight of Muslims in Bosnia or Chechens fighting for 
independence from Russia. 

Some recall Israel’s offensive in southern Lebanon, which 
Washington initially supported. The fighting culminated in April 
with Israel's shelling of a U.N. compound in southern Lebanon that 
killed 91 Lebanese refugees. 

“*Did the Americans come to the rescue during the massacres in 
former Yugoslavia or when Israel massacred Lebanese civilians 
here?’* asked Tony Sawaya, an insurance broker in Beirut. 

That anger, however, is tempered by a weariness of Saddam’s 
defiance. Many Arabs see the Iraqi leader as rash and unpredictable, 
confounding people who cannot decide whether he is, in fact, 
fearless or foolish. 

Those sentiments stand in centrast to the 1991 Gulf War, when 
Saddam’s apposition to the United States made him immensely popular 
in the streets of same Arab capitals. The praise fed on the 
resentment of poor Arabs for their rich Kuwaiti neighbors. 

In Algeria, wallet-sized snapshots of Saddam were circulated 
everywhere from shops in the casbah to schoolyards, and his posters 
went up in stores in the Yemeni capital of San‘a. 

To the dismay of some Arab governments, pro-Iraq protests erupt 
in Tunisia, Sudan, Yemen and Libya. In an image the West will not 
soon forget, Palestinians stood on their roofs cheering as Iraqi 
missiles blazed toward Israel. ; 

Six years later, pictures of hungry families in Baghdad and the 
misery caused by six years of U.N. sanctions have led to widespread 
sympathy in the Arab world for the plight of Iraqis _ and anger at 
beth the U.N. Security Council and Saddam for not doing enough to 
Lift them. 

““I think they’ve suffered enough,’* said Sayed Kadhem, a 
S6@~-year-old laborer in Manama, Bahrain. **‘They should be spared any 
further hardship as a result of their leader’s actions.’” 

While many berate Washington for not seeking support of either 
the Security Council or its Arab allies, they criticize Saddam for 
giving Washington yet another pretext to intervene. 

“The United States exaggerates but Saddam gives them the 
justification to do sa,’’ said Samir Kayyat, a civil engineer in 
Amman, Jordan. 

He added: ‘‘Saddam is not the one who will suffer, the people a‘ 
the only victims.’’ 
“faso-mdm) ¢ 
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“Changing Climate in Northern Iraq Adds Questions to No-Fly Mission< 
“By BRIAN MURPHY= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

IRBIL, Iraq (AP) _ Coming out of a mosque after Friday prayers, 
Mohammed Farooq Malik squinted into the sun-bleached sky. 

“God is up there to protect the Kurds,’’ he said. **America? 
What can it do? Do we feel protected now? Did we ever?’’ 

Such questions _ mixing concern and cynicism _ are heard across 
northern Iraq, where a U.S.-led air mission to protect the Kurds 
from Saddam Hussein abruptly lost its definition. A Kurdish militia 
allied with Saddam and -summarily drove out its Iranian-backed rival 
in a blitzkrieg offensive. 

The Western air force, based at Incirlik in southern Turkey, did 
nothing during the rout. [ts stated mandate after the Persian Gulf 
War was to keep Iraqi aircraft out of northern Iraq, and Saddam sent 
no planes or gunships north to aid the Kurdish Democratic Party. 

Iraqi ground forces pushed into Irbil on Aug. 31 to begin the 
military drive, but pulled back after U.S. cruise million strikes in 
southern Iraq. 

Now, with Saddam’s influence returning to northern Iraq _ at th 
invitation of the Kurdish group in charge _ the relevance and 
objective of the air mission is under scrutiny. 

““‘Who are they trying to protect: the Kurdish people or Western 
interests?’’ asked Rahman Pisu, a student of foreign affairs at 
Irbil University. 

. If the mission’s aim is solely to keep Iraqi aircraft out of 
northern Iraq, it has been a success. Saddam’s warplanes 
occasionally slip into the no-fly zone above the 36th parallel, but 
quickly retreat. 

Rut it’s less ascertainable whether “*no~-fly’® really means 
“‘don’t enter’? — by plane, tank or personnel carrier. Some Kurds 
believe the air mission has less to do with them, and more to do 
with keeping Iraq’s armed forces away from the borders of MATO ally 
Turkey _— just as the southern no-fly zone seek to create a buffer 
between Iraqi forces and Kuwait and much of the Saudi border. 

“*I think we (the Kurds) were an excuse to try to keep Saddam i 
check,’? said Pisu : 

With Saddam and the Democratic Party apparently drawing closer, 
the West could be placed in a difficult spot if Kurdish leadership 
asks Iraqi military to take up positions to repel any possible 
counterattack by the defeated Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

Democratic Party leader Massoud Barzani has insisted that traqa 
forces will not come to northern Iraq, but his group is decidedly 
the weak partner in the alliance with Saddam and would be in no 
position to oppose such moves. 

Some Kurds, previously skeptical of the air mission’s ability t 
protect them, are even more doubtful now that Saddam has bonds with 
Rarzani. 

‘Sometimes weeks go by and I don’t see a single plane (on 
patrol),’’ said Mohammed Al-Rashid, who directs traffic at one of 
iIrbil’s main intersections *“*‘I look down the road and wondering if 
Iraqi’ tanks will come back. If it happens, I won’t be looking up in 
the air for the American planes to help. It will be too late.’’ 

In Sulaymaniyah, the Western air force is often seen as somethi 
distant and detached from their worries. The city _ the last 
Patriotic Union stronghold lest earlier this week _ is below the 
36th parallel. That’s out of the no-fly zone and, technically, out 
of bounds for Western protection if Iraqi troops entered. 

“The no-fly zone means nothing to us. It never did,** said Ali 
Dukani, a street sweeper. **I don’t feel safer just because American 
and Europe tell us we should feel that way.’’ 

(bm) 


nicosia/ankara:s that’s about all I could wring out from my end 
this no~fly topic. You may want to flesh it out a bit with a 
military analyst or comment from Incirlik on possible changes in 
mission. Also could ask them about numbers of flights, etc. 

We couldn’t get. down to Qush Tapa today, either. They are not 
letting journalists go down there no matter how much we plead. There 
were rumors on street that Iraqi troops pulled out of area, which is 
above 36th paralled (we did story last week on it), but we can’t 
confirm it. I’11 check with UN here to see if they got thru. 
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“Iraq Announces It Will Cease Firing At Warplanes< 
“Edge: RECASTS to move up Iraq’s determination to resume firing if 
warplanes continue missions after deadline, UPDATES with White House 
reaction. Ficks up end graf 4th Ld, **‘The United ...77¢ 
“AF Fhotes IREB1@2;SUL1@15;8AG1G61, 162< 
“By WATEL FALEH= ; 
“Associated Press Writer= 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AFD _ Traq announced Friday it was suspending its 
attempts to shoot down U.S. and allied warplanes enforcing no-fly 
zones in the north and south of the country. 

But it also said it would resume firing at the planes if the | 
allies didn’t reciprocate by ceasing their overflights after 
midnight Friday (2600 GMT). 

The ruling Revolution Command Council said it decided toa 
“suspend retaliation against U.S. aggression as of midnight 
Friday.’" 

If U.S. warplanes continue their missions after the midnight 
deadline, ‘‘Iraq will retaliate in kind,’’ the state-run Iraqi News 
Agency reported. 

The council said its gesture came in response to an appeal from 
Russia. 

The suspension of activity against allied warplanes was intended 
to give Russia and other friendly countries time to help defuse the 
crisis between Iraq and the allies, the council said. 

Asked about the Iraqi announcement, White House spokesman Mike 
McCurry said in Washington: *“‘We'll be looking at actions, not 
statements, from Baghdad.’’ 

As a new batch of American warplanes arrived in the region, Iraq 
earlier accused President Clinton of plotting war and “‘killing 
innocent people’’ ‘as an election tactic. 

The United States was moving sophisticated weaponry to the Gulf, 
including the F-117A, a stealth attack bomber that will be based in 
Kuwait. Four planes landed Friday evening in Kuwait and four more 
were expected later. 

While an American air strike seemed likely, there was no sign o 
when it might happen. 

‘“‘America’s ethical collapse has reached the point of making an 
election card out of attacking nations ... and killing innocent 
people,’’ said the government-run daily Al-Thawra. *“*‘The election 
race is based on who will be able to hit Iraq harder.’? 

The Americans were sending a second aircraft carrier, the USS 
Enterprise, toward the Gulf. The army said it was sending two 
Patriot missile units and about 156 soldiers from Texas to the Guif 
region, apparently to join Patriot batteries already in Saudi 
Arabia. : 














he Question in Baghdad on Friday was Vnot whether Fresident 
Clinton would retaliate, but when. 

Rasmia Jaber, 44, a housewife and mother of three, said she was 
bracing for another air strike. 

““T am buying things that I may need if we are attacked again,”’ 
she said. 

But American attacks or threats against Saddam often serve to 
boost his popularity at home, where he is respected by some for 
standing up to the West. 

““We accept Saddam as president regardless of what happened and 
we will stand by him,’’ said Abu Marwan, a 36-year-old store owner. 

Iraq on Friday complained that Western warplanes were violating 
Iraqi air space as they enforced the ‘‘no-fly’? zones. Iraq said it 
recorded 42 overflights in the south, but none in the north. 

: There was no shooting reported Friday. Iraq said it fired 
wisgsiles at U.S. warplanes over a no-fly zone on both Wednesday and 
Thursday, but no planes were hit. 

Pentagen officials confirmed that Iraq fired three surface-to-ai 
missiles Thursday but said they were aimed at an area near the 
sauthern no~fly zene where allied aircraft were not flying. 

Kuwait agreed to let the United States base some of the American 
jets on its territory, a move Iraq’s Deputy Prime Minister Tarig 
Aziz called “‘*a flagrant act of aggression against the people of 
Iraq and an act of war against the Iraqi state.”’ 

Kuwait’s information minister, Sheik Saud Nasser al-Sabah, said 
of Iraq’s threats: ‘‘Kuwait is a severeign country which has the 
right to undertake all necessary measures to safeguard its 
security.?” 

Meanwhile, several military helicopters from the countries 
belonging to the Gulf Cooperation Council were at Kuwait’s ALi 
al-Salim air base, north of Kuwait City, for a joint military 
exercise, the Gulf News Agency reported Friday. 

The drill, code-named Peninsula Falcon 96-1, is set to run from 
Saturday through next Thursday. 

The choppers’ arrival late Thursday night ceincided with the 
presence of about 1,200 U.S. soldiers from Fort Hood, Texas, and 
Fort MNeFherson, Georgia, who were already conducting an exercise 
cadenamed Intrinsic Action in Kuwait. 

The showdown between Iraq and the United States began Aug. Si 
when Saddam’s troaps moved into narthern Iraq to help one Kurdish 
faction vanquish another in a flare-up in the Kurds’ civil war. 

The conflagration quickly engulfed other parts of northern Iraq, 
with the Iragi~backed Kurdistan Democratic Farty winning control of 
the entire region. The fighting has sent thousands of refugees 
fleeing toward Turkey and Iran. 

Iran said that 39,606 refugees have entered from northeastern 
Iraq this week. The United Nations cited similar figures. 

Iran said aid workers were struggling to provide food, water and 
medical care in temporary border camps. 
“twevars-mdm~gm) ¢ 
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“CIA-Backed Saddam Opponents Wait For Doors To Gpen To West< 
“By BRIAN MURPHY= 
“Associated Press Writer= A 

SALAH AD-DIN, Iraq (AP) _ In a ramshackle complex that was once 
hotel, more than 2@5@ people affiliated with a CIA-backed group 
opposing Saddam Hussein ration food, sleep cutdoors and dispatch 
appeals for political asylum. 

In their view, Saddam’s agents are everywhere and are out for 
bleod. **We are in mortal danger,’’ said a member of the Iraqi 
National Congress. : 

Just up the hill and around the bend is the headquarters of the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party, the faction that asked for Saddam’s 
military help last month to defeat a rival Kurdish group. 

The KDP insists it is in control of northern Iraq and accuses I 
members of exaggerating their peril in order to get a free ticket 
out of their impoverished and volatile homeland. 

The Kurds are in control of their own destiny, the KDP says. Som 
KDP officials agree that Saddam’s agents are *‘everywhere,’’? but 
they say that’s nothing new in Iraqi Kurdistan. ; fi 

“They have shaken hands with Saddam,’’ an INC leader said in 
Salah ad-Din, a mountaintop town about 825 kilometers (15 miles) 
northeast of Irbil. **We cannot deal with anyone who deals with 
Saddam.*? 

The INC group fled Irbil when the city was stormed by a combined 
Traqgi-KDP force Aug. 31. It claims that at least 36 INC fighters 
were killed and 250 others were captured by Iraqis _ allegedly 
turned over by residents collaborating with Baghdad. 

“*‘Whether those taken away are dead we don’t know,’’ said an INO 
member who, like the others, spoke on condition of anonymity for 
fear of reprisals. 

; The INC, founded after the 1991 Gulf War, was the umbrella for 

Iragi dissident groups _ including the KDP and the Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan, the faction vanquished by the KDP. 

The CIA helped the Iraqi National Congress make press releases, 
books and radio and television broadcasts, but there is no 
indication of CIA involvement in INC military activities. 

The upheaval of the past two weeks tore apart the INC, leaving 
just a small core of leaders and militiamen. Their offices in Irbil 
were sacked, and they said they reached Salah ad-Din with little 
money and few possessions. 

- The INC fighters sleep on the ground outside the cracked | 





building, formerly used as the INC broadcast facility. The others, 
including five wives and 11 children, sleep elsewhere in the 
complex. 

’ Most of the INC leaders fled to Kurdish-controlled areas after 
the Gulf War and left their families behind. 

Their food is cooked on a single burner inside or on three cinde 

block fireplaces outside. Everything, including bread, is doled out 
in meager portions to save money, they said. 

The INC people mill around the complex but rarely venture out _ 
adding to the restlessness and frustration. 

Guards armed with automatic weapons are posted around the clock 
at the metal gate to the compound. 

“*There are Iraqi agents everywhere,’’ said an INC member, chain 

smoking cheap Turkish cigarettes and lowering his voice to a 
whisper. ~*We can’t trust anyone. We are surrounded by enemies. Our 
only hope is to get out.’ 

They have appealed for asylum to President Clinton and other 
world leaders. A U.S. official said in Washington on Friday that the 
vast majority of Iraqi Kurds and their families who worked on U.S. 
humanitarian programs in northern Iraq are expected to resettle in 
the United States. 

They estimate their money and supplies will last only a few 
weeks. 

‘“After that, we may be at Saddam’s mercy,’ said a young man. 
“*I will commit suicide _ we all will commit mass suicide _ rather 
than be taken prisoner by Saddam.”’ 

The Kurdish Democratic Party scoffs at such talk. Hypersensitive 
about its new alliance with Baghdad, the KDP says it turned to 
Saddam only after the West ignored its pleas for help. It insists 
that little has changed in northern Iraq. : 

“*The INC is making incredible claims just to make their case fq 
political asylum,’’ said a KDP leader, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. “*They are in no more danger than anyone,’? 

The KDP leader accused INC members of hiding their real motives. 
“They are free to leave, but I wish they would be truthful about 
it,’* he said. ; 

‘*Their lives are not in danger. Look, everyone wants to leave 
here _ but for economic reasons. They want to be economic refugees 
just like everyone.'? 
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“Defense Secretary Ferry To Meet Turkish Officials Monday < 
Edge: ADDS Ciller’s proposals for Turkish-US aid to northern Iraq <¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — U.S. Defense Secretary William Perry will 
meet with Turkish officials Monday to try to muster support for 
possible military retaliation against Iraq, Washington’s ambassadar 
here said. : 
Ambassador Mare Grossman told reporters that alse on the agenda 
would be the future of the southern Turkish airbase of Incirlik, the 
base for an allied force which operates overflights to monitor the 
ne-fly zene in northern Iraq, 

Turkey, a staunch ally of the United States during the Gulf War 
Six years ago, is less willing new to join in an alliance against 
Iraq. 

Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan, heading Turkey’s new 
Islamic-led government, has been concentrating on improving 
relations with Iraq and the rest of the Arab world and has remained 
silent on the latest confrontation. 

Rut his close aides have openly criticized the United States fa 
airstrikes on Baghdad earlier this month to retaliate against Iraq’s 
incursion into Kurdish enclaves. : 

Turkey barred the U.S. from using Incirlik, where some S@ U.S., 
British and French jets are stationed, to strike at Iraqi targets. 

The force was set up after the Gulf War to protect Kurds from 
attacks from Baghdad. 

Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller said after a meeting with Grossma 
that Turkey had proposed that Washington and Ankara handle together 
humanitarian aid effarts for northern Iraq. 

Turkey has expressed concern about some foreign aid organizatia 
aperating in northern Iraq, suspecting that these may be aiding its 
own autonomy seeking Kurdish rebels. Turkish Kurdish rebels stage 
hit-and-run attacks on Turkish targets from bases in northern Iraq. 

Mes. Ciller said the aid work could be handled by the Turkish RK 
Crescent Organization with U.S. assistance. 

Many foreign aid organizations left the area with the Iraqi 
army’s foray into the region earlier this month. 

(sf~-fd) 
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Clinton Dispatches Defense Secretary to Kolster Support Against 
Iraq 

By BARRY SCHWEID 

AP Diplomatic Writer 

WASHINGTOM CAP) - Fresident Clinton dispatched Defense Secretary 
William Perry to the Middle East this weekend to prop up allies?’ 
support for increased U.S. military pressure on Saddam Hussien. 

As the United States sent 5,064 more Army troops to Kuwait and 
18 more fighter jets to Gaudi Arabia, the administration shrugged 
off Iraq’s announcement it would not target U.S. and allied jets 
patrolling the skies over northern and southern Iraq to protect 
Kurds and Shiites below. 

"We'll be looking at actions, not statements, from Baghdad," 
press secretary Mike McCurry said of the Iraqi announcement. 

After a I-minute meeting Friday between the president and his 
top national security advisers, the White House said Perry would 
hold high-level consultations in the region, with stops in Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait. 

"The president would like him to go there to consult, to sharYCit*estrat 
perspective with our partners and allies," said 
David Johnsen, spokesman for the Mational Security Council. ’ 

Johnson said Perry will underscore the U.S. belief that it is in 
the long-term interests of the United States and its allies to work 
tayether in facing the problem posed by Iraq. 

He wouldn’t say if Perry would be making additional stops. 

Turkey and Saudi Arabia have been reluctant to let U.S. forces 
use bases in their countries as launching pads for attacks on Iraq. 
And France, another ally in the 1991 war against Iraq, has refused 
to help enforce a U.S. expansion of the Iraqi no-fly zone. 

ss State Department officials, however, dispute there is any 
wavering in the alliance. 

“We've had the unstinting support of Britain," State 
Department spokesman Nicholas Burns said, claiming also backing 
from much of the Arab worid as well as France and other allies. 

And yet, the diplomatic contacts are continuing. Deputy 
Secretary of State Strobe Talbott took up the Iraqi situation in 
Paris on Thursday with French, Russian and other European 
ministers. 
= Meanwhile, the showdown with Saddam picked up steam Friday as 

the Clinton administration added a new contingent of F-16 fighter 
jets and other weaponry to its arsenal in the Persian Gulf. 

"We are going to keep Saddam Hussein guessing," Burns said. 
“He'll just have to wonder what the United States has in store for 
him. .«.-. The reality is he is not interested in negotiations and 
never has been.” 

The allies’ overflights, expanded last week to the outskirts of 
Baghdad, have deprived the Iraqi president of control of much of 
the country’s airspace. According to Burns, it has put him in a 
box, making him incapable of attacking Saudi Arabia or Kuwait, 
which Iraq attempted to annex in 1998. 

Burns also chided Russia for asking the administration to seek 
the approval of the U.N. Security Council before taking further 
military action. "We've been disappointed the Russian government 
hasn't seen the importance of maintaining a very tough posture," 
Burns said. 

While administration officials showed no disposition to seek a 
diplomatic settlement —- and denying all the while there was enough 

Dp wavering in the anti~Iraq cealition - Burns ticked off a number of 
tough preconditions. 

They included compliance with U.N. resolutions, a suspension of 
aggression against I[raq’s neighbors and Iraqi Shiites, and ending 
all targeting of U.S. and allied warplanes in the skies over Iraq. 
Three surface-to-air missiles were fired Thursday though no U.S. 
jets were in the area. 
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“Americans Get Another Base for Warplanes in the Gulf¢ 
“Eds: UPDATES with additional comment from Perry, his arrival in 
Bahrain. ¢ : 
“AP Photo IRB1IG1, 162¢ 
“By ADNAN MALIK= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

MANAMA, Bahrain (AFP) _ U.S. Defense Secretary William Perry sai 
Sunday a fresh round of attacks on Iraq remained a possibility as he 
toured the region seeking additional support among American allies. 

In the latest U.S. confrontation with Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein, the Americans have received limited backing from countries 
in the region, and Perry got some mixed news Sunday. 

Bahrain agreed to host U.S. warplanes on this tiny island state 
just off the Gulf coast of Saudi Arabia, the Gulf News Agency 
reported. The brief report did not provide further details. 

But in Kuwait, Perry was not able to obtain permission to depla 
5,@0@ additional U.S. troops in the country. U.S. officials had said 
previously that the troops were being sent from Fort Hood, Texas, 
but that operation was put on hold. 

**IT have not authorized that deployment order and will not unti 
I get the authorization of the Kuwaiti ygovernment,’’ Perry said just 
before leaving Kuwait for Bahrain. 

Perry said he had sought permission from Kuwait’s Emir Sheik 
Jaber al-Ahmed al-Sabah, who said that the request would be 
discussed by Kuwait’s Defense Committee. 

Asked if a fresh round of strikes against Iraq were still 
possible, Ferry said, “*Yes, it is still a possibility.’ 

Kuwait last week agreed to host a batch of U.S. F-117A stealth 
attack planes, a move that prompted harsh criticism from Iraq. 

Before visiting Kuwait, the defense secretary was in Saudi 
Arabia, where some 5,000 U.S. military personnel are based. But the 
Saudis have not allowed the Americans to launch air strikes against 
Iraq from their territory. . 

Meanwhile, Iraq’s government-run newspapers sharply criticized 
the American military buildup. 

“*Imposing the no~fly zones in the north and south of our count 
is an aggressive act by any standard,’” the al~Thawra daily said. 

s **America does not have any ethics,’ the al-Jumhuriya newspape 
added. 

U.S. warplanes have continued to patrol Iraqi skies, testing 
Saddam Hussein’s pledge to stop shooting at them. There have been no 
reports of shooting incidents since Thursday. 

U.S. ships and planes were headed to the Middle East in a show 
force, and members of a 1,20@-strong American contingent already in 
Kuwait fired live artillery rounds Saturday in military exercises 
near the Iraqi border. 

Iraqi troops were so close to the Kuwaiti border that the U.S. 
troops on the other side heard their artillery fire. The Iraqi 
troops apparently were conducting their own exercises. 

Kuwait’s government renewed its call Saturday for the overthrow 
of the Iraqi leader, whose 199@ invasion of Kuwait brought on the 
Gulf War. 

“*This crisis will never be over until Saddam goes,’’ Informati 
Minister Sheik Saud Masser al-Sabah told a news conference in Kuwait 
City. “This cat-and-mouse game has to end.’’ 

U.S. President Clinton responded to the movement of Iraqi force 
into a Kurdish safe haven in the north late last month by ordering 
several air attacks on missile batteries and extending a no-fly zone 
in southern Iraq. 

Saddam ordered his forces Friday not to fire at U.S. and allied 
aircraft enforcing the no-fly zones over northern and southern Iraq. 

Iraq shot at least one missile at a U.S. military plane earlier in 
‘the week, missing it. 

The United States promised retaliation for the attempt on its 
jet, but the rhetoric has cooled as U.S. forces have gathered. 

“‘We have to wait and see what Saddam plans to do. ... He has a 
track record of saying one thing and doing another,’’ said Rear Adm. 
Edward Moore Jr., commander of the task force whose flagship is the 
aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson in the Persian Gulf. 

The United States is bolstering its presence with eight F-117A 
stealth attack planes; 18 F-16C fighter jets; a second aircraft 
carrier, the USS Enterprise; and two Patriot missile units. 

(gm) 
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“Associated Press Writer= 
GAL’ AT DIZAH, Traqg (AP) — As Kaghdad-backed Kurdish faction 
prepared for a final strike on their Iranian~allied rivals, Iranian 
troops Sunday shelled mountains along their border with Iraq to 
discourage such an attack. 
Smoke rose aver the blue-gray Khele mountains, some 2@ kilamete 
(12 miles) east of this town. 
“*‘We haven’t suffered any casualties,’’ said a guerrilla 
commander of the Kurdistan Democratic Party, which is backed by 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 
Tens of thousands of Kurds have fled their homes for the rugged 
hills of nearby Iran over the past two weeks after the KDP routed 
the Iranianvbacked Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. ; 
The KDF now controls virtually the whole of northern Iraq, with 
the remnants of the PUK backed into small enclaves or refugee camps 
abutting the Iranian border. 
“If the refugees do not return in three days, we will push the 
& PUK into Iran,’*’ Anwar Haci Osman, the KDF commander, told The 
Associated Press here. 

““OFf course we will not harm the refugees,’ said another KDE 
commander, Sadiq Hidir, adding: ‘‘If they return, we are ready toa 
welcame them — until Wednesday.’” 

Although most of the refugees returned to their homes after 
Saddam Hussein declared a general amnesty for all Kurds, there are 
still some 1,564 refugees in the Khele camp, 15 kilometers (nine 
miles) from Qal’at Dizah. 

The KDF has some 6,@0@ fighters armed with AK-47 Kalashnikovs, 
rocket-propelled grenade launchers, mortars and heavy machine guns 
© in the area. 

In Kuy Sanjak, 6@ kilometers (37 miles) west of Qal’at Dizah, 
hundreds of KDFP fighters were heading toward the border in pickup 
trucks decorated with yellow flags _ the party color. 

The exact number of PUK guerrillas in the mountains was not 
knewn. Top commanders of the vanquished PUK, including leader Talal 
Talabani, reportedly crossed into Iran along with thousands of other 
Kurds. 

Some FUK guerrillas deserted and joined the KDF. 

“**2T have no faith in Talabani anymore, he is responsible for ou 
disaster,’’ said Serdar Kerim, a deserter. He, along with seven 
ather former PUK fighters, sat across from Osman in his headquarters 
here. ; 

Aneather deserter complained about the canditions at FUK camps. 

““{f have been starving for days, and they haven’t paid for thre 
months,’?’ gaid Cuat Ahmad. “*‘Look, they (KDFO gave me cigarettes and 
food.’ 

A PUK guerrilla earns some 646 Iraqi Dinars (dirs 25) a month, 
200 Tragi Dinars (dirs 8) more than a KDF fighter. 

Osman put the number of PUK deserters at around 160 for the pas 
week. 

But he was cautious about them. 

““We have to watch them for three manths, we decide later to 
accept them or not,’”’ Osman said. 

“(sh-mdm) ¢ 














RMASS23—-—---> 
um msg&&parisAnra@4i4~-—--— ; 89-13 Bees 
par ram ank 
“mseg&& paris (ANF@414 ----- 
ankara’s cantribution to analysis roundup on gquif war alliances 


Six years after the Gulf War, Turkey, appears toa be another wea 
link in the Gulf Alliance chain. 

The Islamic-led government had been concentrating on improving 
relations with Iraq and the rest of the Arab world when the U.S. 
attacked Iraq, and some members have since openly criticized the 
United States. 

While it opened up its airbases to U.S. jets during the Gulf Wa: 
it barred the allies from using its southern Incirlik airbase where 
some S@ allied jets patrol a no~fly zone over northern Iraq. 

Justice Minister Sevket Kazan, a close aide of the prime minist 
Necmettin Erbakan, criticized U.S. airstrikes on HKaghdad earlier 
this month. 

““U.S. attacks on Iraq are against international agreements. no 
country has the right to act in this way,’’ he said. 

; Ankara believes that its six-year alliance has cost it over dir 

26 billion in much needed revenue from the loss of trade with Iraq 
and the shut down of an Gil pipeline. It also says that the lack of 
authority in northern Iraq, perpatrated by the no-fly zone, has 
allowed its own autonomy-seeking Kurdish rebels to flourish in the 
area. The rebels stage hit-and-run attacks on Turkish targets from 
bases in northern Iraq. 
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Warplanes Patrol, American Official Consults Allies 

Eds: UFDATES with U.S. defense secretary visiting U.S. allies in 
the Gulf, deletes outdated material. 

Ar Photo IKERIG1, 162 

By WATEL FALEH 

Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Traq (AP) ~ With more American forces converging on the 
Gulf, U.S. Defense Secretary William Perry toured the region Sunday 
to rally support for possible military strikes against Iraq. 

in the latest U.S. cenfrontation with Saddam Hussein, the 
Americans have received only limited support for their retaliation 
against Iraq’s movements into Kurdish territory. 

Perry areived late Saturday in neighboring Saudi Arabia, home to 
about 5,@0@ U.S. military personnel. The Saudis have not allowed 
the Americans to launch air strikes against Iraq from their 
territory. 

Perry was expected later Sunday in Kiwait: which agreed to host 
a batch of U.S. F-117A stealth attack Ci anees a move that prompted 
harsh criticism from Iraq. 

He also plans to visit Bahrain and rastiaby: 

U.S. warplanes, meanwhile, have continued to patrol Iraqi skies, 
testing Saddam Hussein’s pledge to stop shooting at them. There 
have been no reports of shooting incidents since Thursday. 

U.S. ships, planes and 5,@@0 troops were headed to the Middle 
East in a show of force, and members of a 1,26@-strong American 
contingent already in Kuwait fired live artillery rounds Saturday 
in military exercises near the Iraqi border. 

Iraqi troops were so clase to the Kuwaiti border that the U.S. 
troops on the other side heard their artillery fire. The Iraqi 
troops apparently were conducting their own exercises. 

Kuwait's government renewed its call Saturday for the overthrow 
of the Iraqi leader, whose 1990 invasion of Kuwait brought on the 
Guif War. 

"This crisis will never be over until Saddam goes," 

Information Minister Sheik Gaud Nasser al-Sabah told a news 
eonference in Kuwait City. “This cat-and-mouse game has to end." 

U.S. President Clinton responded to the movement of Iraqi forces 
into a Kurdish safe haven in the north late last month by ordering 
several air attacks on missile batteries and extending a no-fly 
zone in southern Iraq. 

Saddam ordered his forces Friday not to fire at U.S. and allied 
aircraft enforcing the no-fly zones over northern and southern 
Iraq, after Iraq shot at least one missile at a U.S. military plane 
earlier in the week, missing it. 

The United States promised retaliation for the attempt on its 
@ ie. but the rhetoric has cooled as U.S. forces have gathered. 

Iraq's state-run press heaped praise Saturday on Saddam’s 
decision to suspend air attacks on U.S. warplanes, even though the 
Traqi ruling council said it could resume firing at any time. 

The cease-fire demonstrates “evidence of Iraq’s concern to 
avoid tension and its belief that dialogue is the only way to solve 
problems," the newspaper al-Jumhuriya declared Saturday. 

“We have toa wait and see what Saddam plans to do. ... He has a 
track record of saying one thing and doing another," said Rear 
Adm. Edward Moore Jr., commander of the task force whose flagship 
is the aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson in the Persian Gulf. 

In Traq, Saddam gathered his top military leaders to discuss 
“ways of combating" any air strikes against Baghdad, the state 
Iraqi News Agency reported. 

They discussed deployment of Iraq’s surface-to-air missile force 
and "developing means of confrontation against any possible future 
action." 

About &,G4e@ American saldiers were headed to Kuwait from Texas. 
The United States also is bolstering its presence with eight F-117A 
stealth attack planes; 18 F-16C fighter jets; a second aircraft 
carrier, the USS Enterprise; and two Patriot missile units. 
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U.S. Warplanes Patrol Iraqi Skies, U.S. Official Consults Allies 
Ede: LEADS threughout to UPDATE with U.S. defense secretary saying 
Kuwait has not yet approved deployment of additional U.S. troops, 
DELETES outdated material. No pickup. ‘ 

OP Photo IRB1@1-162 

By WATEL FALEH 

Associated Press Writer ( 

BAGHDAD, Traq (AP) -— With American forces converging on the 
Gulf, U.S. Defense Secretary William Perry toured the region Sunday 
seeking support for possible military strikes against Iraq. 

In the latest U.S. confrontation with Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein, the Americans have received limited backing from countries 
in the region, and Perry got a bit of mixed news Sunday. 

. Bahrain has agreed to hast U.S. warplanes in the tiny island 
etate just off the eastern coast of Saudi Arabia, the Gulf News 
Agency reported. The brief repart did not provide further details. 
Perry was headed to Bahrain later Sunday. 

But in Kuwait, Perry was not immediately able to obtain 
permission to deploy 5,@8@ additional U.S. troops in the country. 
U.S. officials had said that the troops were being sent from Fort 
Hood, Texas, but that operation was put on hold, 

“T have not authorized that deployment order and will not until 
I get the authorization of the Kuwaiti government, " Perry said 
just before leaving Kuwait for Kahrain. 

Perry said he had sought permission from Kuwait’s Emir Sheik 
Jaber al-Ahmed al-Gabah, who said that the request would Pe 
discussed by Kuwait’s Defense Committee. 

Kuwait last week agreed to hast a batch of U.S. F=117A stealth 
attack planes, a move that prompted harsh criticism from Iraq. 

U.& President Kill Clinton responded to the movement of Iraqi 
forces into a Kurdish safe haven in the north late last month by 
ordering several air attacks on missile batteries and SRSR TE UNG a 
no-fly zone in southern Iraq. 

Before visiting Kuwait, Perry was in Saudi Arabia. Some 5,000 
U.S. milita / personnel are based in the kingdom. The Saudis have 
not allawed the Americans toa launch air strikes against Iraq from 
their territory. 

Meanwhile, Iraq’s government-run newspapers sharply criticized 
the American military buildup. 

"Imposing the no-fly zones in the north and south of our 
country is an aggressive act by ae standard," the al-Thawra daily 
said. 

“America does not are any ethics," the al-Jumhuriya newspaper 
added. ; 

Saddam ordered his. aortas Friday not to fire at U.S. and allied 
aircraft enforcing the no-fly zones over northern and southern 
iraq. Iraq shot at least one missile at a U.S. military plane 
earlier in the week, missing it. There have been no reports of 
D srooting incidents since Thursday. 

The United States promised retaliation, but the rhetoric has 
cooled as U.S. forces have gathered. 

"We have to wait and see what Saddam plans to do. ... He has a 
track record of saying one thing and doing another," said Rear 
Adm. Edward Moore Jr., commander of the task force whose flagship, 
the aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson, is in the Guif. 

- U.S. ships and planes were headed to the Middle East in a show 
of force, and members of a 1,2@4%-member American contingent already 
in Kuwait fired live artillery rounds Saturday in military 
exercises near the Iraqi border. 

Iraqi troops were so clase to the Kuwaiti border that the U.S. 
troops on the other side heard their artillery fire. The Iraqi 
troops were apparently conducting their own exercises. 

Kuwait’s government renewed its call Saturday for the overthrow 
of the Iraqi leader, whose 1939@ invasion of Kuwait brought on the 
Gulf War. 

The United States is bolstering its presence with eight F-Li7A 
stealth attack planes; 18 F-16C fighter jets3 a second aircraft 
the USS Enterprise; and two Patriot missile units. 
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With BC-LIraqg~-Kurds 

Hundreds of Kurds Who Worked for U.S. Aid Groups Leave Iraq 
By BRIAN MURPHY 

Associated Press Writer 

ZAHKO, Traq (AP) ~ Hundreds of Kurds who worked for U.S. aid 
yroups in northern Iraq safely left the country and crossed inte 
Turkey on Sunday, with many more were expected to follow soon. 

Carrying small children, suiteases, and duffel bags, the Kurds 
Walked across the bridge separating northern Iraq and Turkey en 
route to a refugee camp nearby. 

At least S@@ Traqi Kurds crossed the border, including pregnant 
vamen. Another 2,008 Kurds with connections to U.S. aid groups were 
expected leave northern Iraq in the next few days, officials said. 

Their final destination was not announced, but many want to go 
to the United States. 

The area was guarded by saldiers in armored personnel carriers, 
and the refugees were met by the Turkish Ked Crescent and members 
of the U.S. Anency for International Development. 

After they entered Turkey, the refugees were questioned by 
Turkish and U.&. authorities in five tents set up on a soccer 
field. 

Turkish officials at the boarder said they believed the refugees 
would be put on buses to the southeastern Turkish city of 
Diyarbakir. They said the refugees might be sent onward to the 
United States, but no American officials were immediately available 
to confirm this account. 

The regional ygavernor on the Turkish side, Necati Bilican, said 
it could take three to five days for all the refugees to leave 
noarthern Iraq. 

in a separate development, four aid workers from northern Iraq 
remained in the custody of Iranian authorities on Sunday, a U.N. 
official said. 

The four were apparently picked up Friday when they visited a 
refugee camp in northeast Iraq controlled by the Patriotic Unien of 
Kurdistan, the group that was defeated in recent fighting in the 
region. The four were handed over ta Tranian authorities, according 
to the U.N. 

"They are in Iran and they will be released," U.N. official 
Paul Dahl gaid. "They were in goad condition, but we have not 
received any information from the Iranian authorities so far." 

The four have been identified as Guillaume Woehling of 
Fharmacists Without Borders; Pierre Vinet of the office of the U.N. 
Hinh Commissioner for refugees; an Iraqi member of the ygroup’s 
local team described aniy as Dr. Ibrahim, and an unidentified 
chauffeur. 
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Americans Get Another Kase for Warplanes in the Guif 

Ede: UPDATES with additional comment from Perry, his arrival in 
Bahrain, CHANGES byline 

AP Photos IRB1@1,162 

Ky ADNAN MALIK 

Associated Press Writer : 

MANAMIA, Bahrain (AP) - A fresh round of American attacks on Iraq 
remain a possibility, U.S. Defense Serretary William Perry said 
Sunday as he toured the region seeking additional support among 
American allies. 

In the latest U.S. confrontation with Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein, the Americans have received limited backing from countries 
in the region, and Ferry got some mixed news Sunday. 

Bahrain agreed to host U.S. warplanes on this tiny island state 
just off the Gulf coast of Gaudi Arabia, the Gulf News Agency 
reported. The brief report did not provide further details. 

Kut in Kuwait, Perry was not able to obtain permission to deploy 
5,088 additional U.S. troops in the country. U.S. officials had 
gaid previously that the troops were being sent from Fort Hood, 
Texas, but that operation was put on hold. 

"T have not authorized that deployment order and will not until 
I get the authorization of the Kuwaiti government,” Perry said 
just before leaving Kuwait for Bahrain. ' 

Perry said he had sought permission from Kuwait’?s Emir Sheik 
Jaber al-Ahmed al-Sabah, who said that the request would be | 
discussed by Kuwait's Defense Committee. — 

Asked if a fresh round of strikes against Iraq were still 
possible, Perry said, "Yes, it is still a possibility." : 

Kuwait last week agreed to host a group of American F-117A 
stealth attack BERHAS; a nove that ‘prompted harsh criticism from 
iraq. 

Before visiting Kuwait, the defense secretary was in Saudi 
Arabia, where some 5,600 U.S. military personnel are based. But the 
Saudis have not allawed the Americans to Parton air strikes against 
fraq from their territory. 

Neanwhile, Traq’s government-run Lene a ty sharply eriticized 


r B biadha' ini aw belay buildup. — 


Imposing the no-fly zones in the north A, south of our 
country is an aggressive act by any standard," the al-Thawra daily 


| said. t 


“America does not have any ethics," the al~Jumhuriya nevspaper 
added. 

U.S. warplanes have continued to patrol Iraqi skies, testing 
Saddam Hussein’s pledge to stop shooting at them. There have been 
no reports of shooting incidents since Thursday. : 

U.S. ships and planes were headed to the Middle Kast in a show 
of force, and members of a 1,2@8@-strong American contingent already 
in Kuwait fired live artillery rounds Saturday in military 
exercises near the Iraqi border. 

Iraqi troops were so close to the Rugaits border that the U.S. 
troops on the other side heard their artillery fire. The Iraqi 
troops apparently were conducting their own exercises. 

Kuwait’s government renewed its call Saturday for the overthrow 
of the Iraqi leader, whose 1994 invasion of Kuwait brought on the 
Gulf War. 

"This crisis will never be over until Saddam goes," 
Information Minister Sheik Saud Nasser al-Sabah told a news 
conference in Kuwait City. "This cat-and-mouse game has to end." 

U.S. President Clinton responded to the movement of Iraqi forces 
into a Kurdish safe haven in the north late last month by ordering 
several air attacks on missile batteries and extending a no-fly 
zone in southern Iraq. 

The United States is bolstering its presence with eight F-117A 
stealth attack planes; 18 F-16C fighter jets; a second aircraft 
carrier, the USS Enterprise, and two Patriot missile units. 
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“ERC-Traqg~Turkey~Refugees, @nd Ld-Writethru 
“Kurds Who Worked With U.S. Aid Groups Leave Iraq < 
“Ede: AMs. UPDATES with more quotes, color in grafs 9-12, CORRECTS 
spelling of Zakhu dateline to canfoarm with style. ¢ 
“With EBC-~Iraq-Kurds ¢ 
“By BRIAN MURPHY= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ZAKHU, Iraq (AP) — Hundreds of Kurds whe worked for U.S. aid 
groups in northern Iraq safely left the country and crossed into 
Turkey on Sunday. Many more were expected to follow soon. 

Carrying small children, suitcases, and duffel bags, the Kurds 
walked across the bridge separating northern Iraq and Turkey en 
route to a refugee camp nearby. 

At least S@G@ Iraqi Kurds crossed the border, including pregnant 
vomen. Another @,49@0 Kurds with connections to U.S. aid groups were 
expected leave northern Iraq in the next few days, officials said. 

Their final destination was not announced, but many want to goa 
the United States. 

: The area was guarded by soldiers in armored personnel carriers, 
and the refugees were met by the Turkish Red Crescent and members of 
the U.S. Agency for International Development. 

After they entered Turkey, the refugees were questioned by 
Turkish and U.S. authorities in five tents set up on a soccer field. 

Turkish officials at the border said they believed the refunees 
would be put on buses to the southeastern Turkish city of 
Diyarbakir. They said the refugees might be sent onward to the 
United States, but no American officials were immediately available 
to confirm this account. 4 

The regional governor on the Turkish side, Necati Bilican, said 
it could take three to five days for all the refugees to leave 
northern Traq. 

The first group that arrived in a Turkish refugee camp was 
resting, sitting under white canvas tents. They were provided with 
leaves of bread and bottled water. , 

The prevailing moods were sadness and melancholy. 

Asked how he felt, refugee Shazad Hamit Abdullah said he was sa 
““because I left my country.’?’ 

One young boy looked up and asked: “‘Are there Muslims in 
America?’? . 

In a separate development, four aid workers from northern Iraq 
remained in the custody of Iranian authorities on Sunday, a U.N. 
official said. 

The four apparently were picked up Friday when they visited a 
refugee camp in northeast Iraq controlled by the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan, the group that was defeated in recent fighting in the 
region. The four were handed over to Iranian authorities, according 
to the U.N. 

““They are in iran and they will be released,’’ said U.N. 
official Paul Dahl. **They were in geod condition, but we have not 
received any information from the Iranian authorities so far."” 

The four have been identified as Frenchman Guillaume Woehling o 
Pharmacists Without Korders; an Iraqi member of the group’s local 
team described only as Dr. Ibrahim; Canadian Pierre Vinet af the 
office of the U.N. High Commissioner for refugees; and an 
unidentified chauffeur. 

“<bm-gm-mdm) ¢ 


AP-LD-@9~-15-96 1444GMT ¢ 














vr i BC-Iraq-Turkey~Kefugees @9-16 @391 
68 @2 @8 87 23 nie ank 
“ERC-Iraq-Turkey~Refugees, @396 ¢ 
“Kurds Who Worked With U.S. Aid Groups To Go To Guam< 
“Ede: INCORFORATES Turkey-Iraq~Refugees. ¢ 
“With Trag~-Kurds ¢ 
“Ky BRIAN NUREHY= 
“Associated Press Writer= 
ZAKHU, Iraq (CAPD — About SOG Kurds whe worked for U.S. aid grou 
in northern Iraq and fled fearing reprisals will fly to the U.S, 
Pacific island of Guam on Monday, a U.S. embassy official said. 
The refugees, including pregnant women, crossed the border into 
Turkey on Sunday, and more were expected to follow Nonday. ‘ 
About 2,606 Kurds with connections to U.S. aid groups were 
expected to leave narthern Iraq in the next few days, officials 
said. ‘ 
Francis Kiceciardeone, the U.S. embassy’s chief af mission in 
Turkey, told reporters in the southeastern Turkish city of 
Diyarbakir that the Iraqi Kurds would be flown ta Guam by noon 
Monday. 
““They will stay at the island for about two, three months befa 
(being) taken to the United States,’’ he said. Many of the refugees 
want sanetuary in the United States. 
Guam is a possession of the United States in the western Pacifi 
It has large, secure, remote U.S. military complexes where Kurds who 
had opposed Iraqi President Saddam Hussein while working for U.S. 
agencies in northern Iraq could be safely debriefed. 
Their evacuation came as a result of the turmoil in northern 
Iraq, where a Kurdish group made an alliance with Saddam and took 
control of the area after routing a rival group. The United States 
staged missile strikes to retaliate against’s Saddam’s incursion. 
Carrying small children, suitcases, and duffel bags, the Kurds 
Sunday walked across the bridge separating northern Iraq and Turkey 
en route to a refugee camp nearby. 
The area was guarded by soldiers in armored personnel carriers, 
and the refugees were met by the Turkish Red Crescent and members of 
the U.S. Agency for International Development. 
After entering Turkey, the refugees were questioned by Turkish 
and U.S. authorities in tents set up on a soccer field. 
; Turkey allowed their crossing after receiving assurances from t 
United States that their stay in the country would be limited. 
Turkey had concerns that Turkish Kurdish guerrillas fighting fo 
autonomy in southeastern Turkey from their bases in northern Iraq 
would infiltrate the refugee group. 
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“RC~LTraq-~Kurds~-captives ¢ 
“fran Said To Free Northern Iraq Aid Workers <¢ 

IREIL, Iraq (APD — Four aid workers from northern Iraq detained 
over the weekend by Iranian authorities were released Monday, U.N. 
afficial Bent BRlankesteiner said. 

The four were picked up Friday during their visit to a refugee 
camp in northeast Iraq controlled by the Fatriotic Union of 
Kurdistan and handed aver ta Iranian authorities. 

The Iran~-backed PUK was routed by the Iraqi-backed Kurdistan 
Democratic Union in fighting which erupted Aug. 31. 

The four were identified as Frenchman Guillaume Woehling of 
Pharmacists Without Borders; an Iraqi member of the group’s local 
team described only as Dr. Ibrahim; Canadian Pierre Vinet of the 
office of the U.M. High Commissioner far Refugees and an 
unidentified driver. 
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“*HC~LTraq-Kurds, ist Ld-Writethru, 6677 ¢ 
*Precede MANAMAY 
“U.S. Official in Turkey To Coordinate Anti-Saddam Stance< 
“Ede: UPDATES with U.S. defense secretary in Turkey, Kurdish refugees 
to be flown to Guam, minor editing throughout. ¢ 
*By SUZAN FRASER= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _ With America’s allies reluctant to back t 
U.S. in its confrontation with Iraq, U.S. Defense Secretary William 
Perry pressed ahead with his tour of the region trying to build 
support for an expanded U.S. presence. 

Ferry said Sunday that another round of attacks on Iraq remaine 
a possibility. But the U.S.-Iraq rhetoric has cooled down in recent 
days and renewed strikes are by no means certain. 

Ferry arrived in Turkey from Bahrain, where he was able to clai 
a success. The small island nation agreed to host U.S. warplanes in 
the Gulf. 

Already home to a U.S. Navy base, Bahrain will allow 23 F-16s ¢ 
be based on its territory to help enforce a *‘no-fly’’ zone over 
southern Iraq, where U.S. warplanes have been patrolling since the 
end of the 1991 Gulf War. 

But at an earlier stop in Kuwait, Perry was unable to jet 
permission to deploy 3,@0@ additional U.S. troops in the emirate 
that Iraq invaded in 199@, touching off the Gulf War. 

**I have not authorized that deployment order and will not unti 
I get the authorization of the Kuwaiti government,’’ Perry said just 
before leaving Kuwait. 

The Americans already have a 1,2@@-strong contingent in Kuwait 
conducting military exercises with Kuwaiti soldiers near the Iraqi 
border. 

Kuwait last week agreed to allow U.S. F-117A stealth attack 
planes to operate from its soil, a decision which prompted harsh 
criticism from Iraq. 

Se oa Ferry was due to meet in Ankara with President Suleyman Demirel 
and Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller. 

It was not immediately clear whether Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan, who heads a new Islamic-led government, would be back in 
the Turkish capital from a weekend break in time to meet Perry. 

Turkey, a NATO member and a key partner in the U.S.-led alliance 
that fought Iraq in the Gulf War, has signaled its reluctance to 
join a new coalition against Iraq. 

Turkey has barred the use of its southern air base in Incirlik 
for the launching of any air strikes against Iraq. The base provides 
a temporary home for some 3@ jets of a U.S.-led allied force 
enforcing a °*no fly’’ zone over northern Iraq. 

Addressing a news conference after meeting with Bahrain’s leade 
on Sunday, Perry said fresh U.S. attacks on Iraq remained an option. 

U.S. President Clinton responded to the movement of Iraqi force 
into a Kurdish safe haven in the north late last month by launching 
air attacks on missile batteries Sept. 3 and 4 and extending a 
no=fly zone in southern Iraq. 

Iraq said Friday that it would cease firing at allied warplanes 
if they stopped patrolling Iraqi skies. 

There have been no reported Iraqi attacks since Thursday, 
although the allied patrols continue. 

“*We will not tolerate threats to our air crews and anything th 
Iraq does to threaten our air crews will meet with a very strong 
response,’’ Perry said Sunday. 

Before Kuwait, Perry stopped in Saudi Arabia, where about 5,900 
U.S. military personnel are based. The Saudis have not permitted the 
Americans to launch air strikes against Iraq from their territory. 

A senior diplomat at the U.S. Embassy in Turkey, meanwhile, sai 
that about S@@ Kurds who worked for U.S. aid groups in northern Iraq 
but fled the area for fear of reprisals by Saddam’s army will be 
flown to the Pacific island of Guam on Monday. 

The Kurds will remain on the U.S. territory for two to three 
months before going to the United States, the diplomat, Francis 
Ricciardone, told reporters Monday. 

Another 2,@6@ Kurds afraid of reprisals from Saddam because of 
their connections to the U.S. groups were expected to leave Iraq for 
Turkey in the next few days. 
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“U.S. Official Leaves Turkey, Gains Limited Backing For Iraq Buildup<¢ 
*Eds: New throughout to UPDATE with U.S. defense secretary leaving 
Turkey, ADDS comments from Turkish foreign minister and Kuwait on 
U.S. troops in the emirate. No pickup. ADDS photo. ¢ 
“AP Photo DYB1I@1< 
“By SUZAN FRASER= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — U.S. Defense Secretary William Ferry left 
Turkey on Monday after winning only limited backing for the American 
military buildup against Iraq. 

Ferry says further attacks on Iraqi military sites remain 
possible. But with American allies reluctant to endorse renewed 
warfare, the U.S. rhetoric toward Iraq has cooled in recent days and 
new air strikes are by no means certain. 

In Turkey, Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller said Perry had not ask 
to use the southern Incirlik air base to strike at Iraqi targets. 


But ‘‘even if there had been (a request), it would not have bee 
é possible for us to meet this request,’’ Mrs. Ciller told reporters 
after the meeting. *“*‘That would not be the correct move from the 


point of view of our own interests.’?’ 

The Americans and their allies have used the Incirlik base to 
patrol the ‘‘no-fly’’ zone over northern Iraq for the past five 
years. But Turkey no longer has much enthusiasm for the operation 
and has continued to cooperate only in response to American 
pressure. 

Ferry did not speak to reporters before leaving Turkey, the las 
stop on a four-nation trip to the region. 

in another development, Kuwait’s emir thanked the United States 
for its military support. But in a vague statement he did not make 
clear whether Kuwait had approved a U.S. request to send an 
additional 3,090 troops to the country. 

**Kuwait is thankful and grateful for the positive U.S. stance 
represented by the dispatch of its forces to safeguard the security 
| Cand Sovereignty of Kuwait,’’ the emir, Sheik Jaber Al-Ahmed 
Al-Sabah, was quoted as saying by the official Kuwait News Agency. 

The Americans already have 1,200 ground troops training in the 
Kuwaiti desert as well as eight F-117A stealth attack planes that 
arrived last week. 

Tt was not clear whether the emir was referring to U.S. forces 
already in Kuwait, or to the additional troops requested by Perry 
when they met Sunday. 

Perry was able to claim one success during his visit Sunday to 
Bahrain. The small island-nation agreed to join Kuwait in hosting 
U.S. warplanes in the Gulf. 

Already home to a U.S. Navy base, Bahrain will allow at least 2 
F-16s to be based on its territory to help enforce the newly 
expanded no-fly zone over southern Iraq. 

Addressing a news conference after meeting with Bahrain's leade 
) on Sunday, Perry said fresh U.S. attacks on Iraq remained an option. 

Washington launched cruise missile attacks on military targets in 

southern Iraq on Sept. 3 and 4. 

The attacks were to punish Iragi leader Saddam Hussein for his 
army’s incursion into a Kurdish safe haven in northern Iraq. 

Iraq said Friday that it would cease firing at allied warplanes 
if they stopped patrolling Iraqi skies. 

There have been no reported Iraqi attacks since Thursday, 
although the patrols continue. , 

“*We will not tolerate threats to our air crews and anything th 
Iraq does to threaten our air crews will meet with a very strong 
response,’"’ Perry said Sunday. 

Ferry also visited Saudi Arabia, where about 5,060 U.S. militar 
personnel are based. The Saudis have not permitted the Americans to 
launch air strikes against Iraq from their territory. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. Embassy in Turkey said that about 500 Kurds 
affiliated with U.S. aid groups in northern Iraq would be flown to 
the Pacific island of Guam on Monday. 

The Kurds left Iraq and crossed into Turkey on Sunday. They wil 
b remain in the U.S. territory for up to three months before yoing to 
the United States, American diplomat Francis Ricciardone told 
reporters. 

Another 2,@0@ Kurds afraid of reprisals from Iraqi forces becau 
of their connections to the U.S. groups were expected to leave Iraq 
for Turkey within days. 
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“With BC-Traq-Kurds ¢ 
“Ry BRIAN MUREHY= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 

ZAKHU, Traq (AF) — AS many as @2,1@@ Kurds whe fear reprisals for 
their work with U.S. aid groups in northern Iraq have fled to Turkey 
for airlift to the U.S. Facific island of Guam on Monday, Turkey’s 
Anatolia News Agency said. 

Francis Ricciardone, the U.S. embassy’s chief of mission in 
Turkey, told reporters in the southeastern Turkish city af 
Diyarbakir that the Iraqi Kurds would begin being flown to Guam on 
Monday. 

“They will stay at the island for about two, three months befor 
(being) taken to the United States,’’ he said. Many of the refugees 
want sanctuary in the United States. 

The Turkish state-guided Anatolia agency said the refugees were 
being bused from the border area to Diyarbakir, a staging area for 
their flight to Guam, a possession of the United States in the 
western Pacific. 

Guam has large, secure, remote U.S. military complexes where 
Kurds who had opposed Iraqi President Saddam Hussein while working 
for U.S. agencies in northern Iraq can be safely debriefed. 

Their evacuation came as a result of the turmoil in northern 
Iraq, where a Kurdish group made an alliance with Saddam and toaok 
contrel of the area after routing a rival group. The U.S staged 
missile strikes to retaliate against’s Saddam’s incursion. 

Carrying small children, suitcases, and duffel bags, the first 
refugees, including pregnant women, on Sunday began walking across 
the bridge separating northern Iraq and Turkey en route to a refugee 
camp nearby. 

Flans were for them to depart for Guam on Sunday, but they were 
forced to spend the night at a university campus due to a technical 
fault found on their aircraft, Anatolia said. 

After entering Turkey, the refugees were met by the Turkish Red 
Crescent and members of the U.S. Agency for International 
Development. 

They aiso were questioned by Turkish and U.S. authorities in 
tents set up on a soccer field in an area guarded by soldiers in 
armored personnel carriers. 

Turkey allowed their crossing after receiving U.S. assurances 
their stay in the country would be limited. 

Turkey had concerns that Turkish Kurdish guerrillas fighting fo 
autonomy in southeastern Turkey from their bases in northern Iraq 
would infiltrate the refugee group. f 
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“By BRIAN MURPHY= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ZAKHU, Iraq (AFD — A first group of 600 Kurds whoa fear reprisals 
for their work with U.S. aid groups in nerthern Iraq left Turkey en 
route to the American pacific island of Guam, Turkey’s Anatolia News 
Agency said. 

It said another 1,475 Kurds had crossed into Turkey for possible 
later airlift to Guam from the airport at the southeastern Turkish 
city of Diyarbakir. 

Francis RKicciardone, the U.S. embassy’s chief of mission in 
Turkey, told reporters in the southeastern Turkish city of 
Diyarbakir that the Iraqi Kurds would ‘at the island for about two, 
three months before (being) taken to the United States.’’ 

Many of the refugees want sanctuary in the United States. 

The refugees were being bused from the border area to Diyarbaki 
a staging area for their flight to Guam, a possession of the United 
States in the western Pacific. : 

Guam has large, secure, remote U.S. military complexes where 
Kurds whoa had opposed Iraqi President Saddam Hussein while working 
for U.S. agencies in northern Iraq can be safely debriefed. 

Their evacuation came as a result of the turmoil in northern 
iraq, where a Kurdish group made an alliance with Saddam and took 
control of the area after routing a rival group. The U.S staged 
missile strikes ta retaliate against’s Saddam’s incursion. 

Carrying small children, suiteases, and duffel bags, the first 
refugees, including pregnant women, on Sunday began walking across 
the bridge separating northern Iraq and Turkey en route to a refugee 
camp nearby. ; 
Flans were for them to depart for Guam on Sunday, but they were 
forced to spend the night at a university campus due to a technical 
fault found on their aircraft, Anatolia said. 

After entering Turkey, the refugees were met by the Turkish Red 
Crescent and members of the U.S. Agency for International 
Development, 

They also were questioned by Turkish and U.S. authorities in 
tents set up on a soccer field in an area guarded by soldiers in’ 
armored personnel carriers. 

Turkey allowed their crossing after receiving U.S. assurances 
their stay in the country would be limited. 

Turkey had concerns that Turkish Kurdish guerrillas fighting fo 
autonomy in southeastern Turkey from their bases in northern Iraq > 
would infiltrate the refugee group. wine «eae 
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“U.S. Gets OK From Kuwait On Treoep Deployment < 
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“By JIM ABRAMNS= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

WASHINGTON (AFD _ After an embarrassing delay for the United 
States, the government of Kuwait has agreed to allow additional 
American troops to be statianed on its territory, the White House 
said Monday. 

White House spokesman Mike McCurry reported Kuwait’s decision a 
a morning briefing with reporters but declined to say how many 
troops would be sent to Kuwait. 

‘*We can confirm that the government of Kuwait is to station ou 
troops there,’?’ MeCurry said. **I?m not discussing numbers.’? 

Meanwhile, Defense Secretary William Perry left Turkey Monday 
after winning only limited backing for the American military buildup 
against Iraq. 

Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller of Turkey said Perry had not aske 
to use the southern Incirlik air base to strike at Iraqi targets. 

But “even if there had been (a request), it would not have been 
possible for us to meet this request,*’ she told reporters. ‘*That 
would not be the correct move from the. point of view of our own 
interests.’ 

The Kuwaitis had delayed approval of the additional troops over 
the weekend and in a vaguely worded statement Monday had not 
confirmed approval for the new forces. 

President Clinton’s national security advisers are working to 
arrange a meeting with congressional leaders Tuesday morning, 

WeCurry said. The meeting would be purely for information, he said, 
not for seeking congressional consent for further military action. 

Critics of the Clinton administration’s response to Iraq’s late 
military moves pointed to Kuwait’s delay in approving the deployment 
as an example of the failure to pull together the coalition that 
drove Saddam Hussein’s forces from Kuwait in 1991. 

In an interview Sunday broadcast Monday on ABC television, 
Republican presidential nominee Bob Dole said, *‘I'm not certain 
what the policy is in Iraq. I think now he needs to define more 
precisely what our goal is, what we intend to do, why we are there, 
why we are spending money there, why we talk about sending 5,600 
troops.’’ 

It was announced Friday that 5,@@@ troops from Fort Hood, Texas 
‘were preparing to go to Kuwait _ a number the Pentagon said Sunday 

ated and should have been 3,068 _ as part of efforts to 3 
bolster U.S. forces in the renion. But Defense Secretary William 
Perry, during a Sunday visit to Kuwait, was told that permission for 
the troops would have to await approval by the emirate’s defense 
committee. . 
“‘I think the story broke in the papers before Secretary Perry 
had the chance to come and discuss that with them,’* Gen. John 
Shalikashvili, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said Sunday on 
ARC TY, 

Clinton said Sunday the planned Kuwaiti deployment was announce 
**before we had done our regular consultation and the Kuwaitis had 
done their regular review. As far as I know, there is nothing 
eter. or troubling here.’” 

The administration said Kuwait’s acceptance of eight F-117 
stealth fighters and Bahrain's hosting of 23 American F-16 fighters 
were proof of Mideast cooperation in the campaign against Saddam. 

Sen. Sam Nunn, fanking minority member of the Senate Armed 


Services committee, said Nonday that while he agrees with the 


buildup of forces at the moment, “‘we need to start looking at 
long-term policy.’’ 
*“We're having to react to every tactical move than Saddam 
makes,*?”’ Nunn said on NBC TV. 
“*We ought to encourage the Gulf states to get with Egypt and 
Jordan, who have ample manpower, to help with the financing and to 
het an Arab front line defense so we can be the residual defense. 
For us to have to respond across thousands of miles every time 
Saddam moves his troops in Iraq doesn’t make much sense in the long 
haul,’’ he said. 
Republicans, and some Democrats, have criticized the 
administration for failing to win the support and participation of 
its Gulf War coalition’ partners before striking back at Saddam for 
his incursion into protected Kurdish territory. : 
France has spoken out against the U.S. retaliation, and Saudi 
Arabia, Turkey and Jordan have refused to allow air strikes to be 
launched from their territory. 
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*Ede: AMs. RECASTS and UPDATES with Kuwait allowing additional 
American troops, comment from Kuwait. ¢ 
“AF Photo DYB1I@1<¢ 
“By SUZAN FRASER= 
“Associated Press Writer= 
ANKARA, Turkey (AFD _ Before U.S. Defense Secretary William Per 
began his trip to the Middle East, he said the Americans were 
preparing a *“‘disproportionate’’ response to Saddam Hussein’s 
provocations. 
After several lukewarm receptions by American allies, the 
prospect of renewed air strikes on Iraq had been downgraded to a 
**‘ possibility.’ 
Perry headed home Monday after a tough trip to the region, wher 
he found only limited backing for the U.S. military buildup against 
Iraq. 










The small Gulf states of Bahrain and Kuwait agreed to host U.S. 
troops and planes. But Saudi Arabia and Turkey, two of the most i 
important American allies in the region, don’t want their territory 
used for strikes against Iraq. 

While Perry may not have received the ringing endorsements he h 
sought, he left a region Monday that was less tense than when he 
arrived Saturday. 

Iraq has also toned down its rhetoric and there have been no 
reported firings on U.S. planes patrolling the ‘‘no~-fly zones’’ over 
northern and southern Iraq in recent days. y 

The U.S. defense secretary received some good news Monday when 
Kuwait agreed to allow additional American ground troops to be 
stationed on its territory. 

“*Kuwait is thankful and grateful for the positive U.S. stance 
represented by the dispatch of its forees to safeguard the security 
and sovereignty of Kuwait,’’ said Kuwait’s emir, Sheik Jaber 
al-Ahmed al-Sabah. i 

The emir did not give immediate approval when Perry made the 
request Sunday. But Kuwait said the request simply had to go through 
the proper ibis See 3 

e ae aeaeRS titutional institutions in Kuwait that have 
‘ sions are ta en,’* Information Minister 
“Sheik: Saud taeee “Such deel told a news conference. 
_ The Pentagon declined to say how many soldiers would be sent. 
Earlier the Fentagon had spoken of airlifting + eae soldiers from 
Fort Hood, Texas... 
. The Americans already have 1,26@ ground troops training in the 
Kuwaiti desert as well as eight F-117A stealth attack planes that 
arrived last week. 
: Washington launched cruise missile attacks on military targets | 
southern Iraq on Sept. 3 and 4 to punish Saddam for his army’s 
incursion into a Kurdish safe haven in northern Iraq. ay 
; Ivaq responded by firing missiles at U.S. planes in the *‘no-fl 
zones’” last week. But there have been no incidents since Iraq said 
Friday it would cease firing at allied warplanes if they stopped 
patrolling Iraqi skies. The patrols continue. ‘ 

Several major Arab countries that were part of the Gulf War 
coalition against Iraq have been less than supportive of the U.S. 
buildup, including Egypt, Syria and Jordan. 

In Turkey, Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller said Perry had not ask 
to use the southern Incirlik air base to strike at.Iraqi targets. 

But ““‘even if there had been (a request), it would not have bee 
possible for us to meet this,’’ Mrs. Ciller told reporters after the 
meeting. **That would not be the correct move from the point of view 
of our own interests.’? 

The Americans and their allies have used the Incirlik base ta 
patrol the ““no-fly’’ zone over northern Iraq for the past five 
years. But Turkey no longer has much enthusiasm for the ocperatian 
and has continued to cooperate only in response to American 
pressure. 


=_ 


Perry, meanwhile, was able to claim success during his visit 
Sunday to Bahrain. The small island nation agreed to allow 23 F-16s 
_to be based on its territory to help enforce the newly expanded 
no-fly zone over southern Iraq. 

Perry also visited Saudi Arabia, where about 5,600 U.S. militar 
personnel are based. But the Saudis have not permitted the Americans 
to Launch air strikes against Iraq from their territory. 
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“Edge: UPDATES with arrival in Irbil. ¢ ; : 
IRBIL, Iraq (APD — Four aid workers from northern Iraq detained 
aver the weekend by Iranian authorities were released Monday and 
brought to this city. 
; ““They are physically in good condition, ?? said Faul Dahil, the 
chief Gof the U.N. guards contingent in northern Iraq, who brought 
the four here from the Iranian border. 
The four were picked up Friday during their visit to a refugee 
camp in northeast Iraq controlled by the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan and handed over to Iranian authorities. 
The Iran~backed PUK was routed by the Iraqi~backed Kurdistan 
ernst Ay se Union in fighting that erupted Aug. 31. 
The four were identified as Frenchman Guillaume Woehling of. 
Pharmacists Without Borders; an Iraqi member of the group’s local 
team deseribed only as Dr. Ibrahim; Canadian Pierre Vinet of the 
affice of the U.M. High Commissioner for Refugees and an 
unidentified driver. 
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“AP Photo DYBRIG1¢ 
“Ry SUZAN FRASER= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _ Before U.S. Defense Secretary William Per 
began his trip to the Middle East, he said the Americans were 
preparing a **disproportionate’’ response to Saddam Hussein’s 
provocations. . 

After several lukewarm receptions by American allies, the 
prospect of renewed air strikes on Iraq had been downgraded to a 
**possibility."7 

Ferry headed home Monday after a tough trip to the region, wher 
he found only Limited backing for the U.S. military buildup against 
Iraq. 

The ‘small Gulf states of Bahrain and Kuwait agreed to host U8. 
troops and planes. But Saudi Arabia and Turkey, two of the most 
important American allies in the region, don’t want their territory 
used for strikes against -Iraq. 

Many Arabs governments, and even more so their news media, have 
portrayed the recent U.S. actions against Iraq as heavy~handed. 

There is also a perception that the United States is intruding in 
the internal affairs of Iraq _ an internal civil war between one 
Kurdish faction and another, even if one of them is backed by 
Baghdad, , 

The support from Kuwait, the most stridently anti-Iragi country 
in the Gulf since the 1998-91 Gulf crisis, was expected _ although 
the delay in granting permission for US. troops to deploy may 
reflected a desire by the emirate to make sure it wasn’t being taken 
for granted. 

It was less clear why hanvakeacteded’ to a U.S. request to base 
warplanes in the tiny island emirate. Bahrain usually takes its 
political cues from Saudi Arabia, which has refused to allow its 
soil to be used to launch attacks ‘against Iraq. 

While Perry may not have received the ringing endorsements he bh 
sought, he left a big 2 Monday met was ‘less tense than when he 
arrived Saturdays Ps 
Te haw Abes-vened. dah its rhetarte ane there” hworEEET HE 

ported firings on U.S. planes patrolling the “‘no-fly zones’? over 
northern and southern Iraq in recent days. : 
The U.S. defense secretary received some good news Monday when 
Kuwait agreed to allow additional Snareuey ground troops to be- 
stationed | on its territory. 

‘Kuwait is thankful and duaveter for the positive U.S. stance 
peWiesented by the dispatch of its forces to safeguard the security 
and sovereignty of Kuwait,’?? said Kuwait’ s emir, Sheik Jaber 
al-Ahmed al-Sabah. 

“The emir did not give immediate approval when Perry made the 
request Sunday. But Kuwadt said the request simply had to go through 
the sci at channels. 

.**There are constitutional institutions in Kuwait that have to 
Sonslised before such decisions are taken,’’ Information Minister 
Sheik Saud Masser al-Sabah told a news conference. 

” The Pentagon declined to say how many soldiers would be sent. 
Earlier the Pentagon had spoken of airlifting 3,@@@ soldiers from 
Fort Hood, Texas. 

The Americans already have 1,200 ground troops training in the 
Kuwaiti desert as well as eight F-117A stealth attack planes that 
arrived last week. 

Washington launched cruise missile attacks on military targets 
southern Iraq on Sept. 3 and 4 to punish Saddam for his army's 
incursion into a Kurdish safe haven in northern Iraq. 

Iraq responded by firing missiles at U.S. planes in the ‘*no-fl 
zones’®” last week. Kut there have been no incidents since Iraq said 
Friday it would cease firing at allied warplanes _ if they stopped 
patrolling Iraqi skies. The patrols continue. 

Several major Arab countries that were part of the Gulf War 
coalition against Iraq have been less than supportive of the U.S. 
buildup, including Egypt, Syria and Jordan. 

In Turkey, Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller said Perry had not ask 
to use the southern Incirlik air hase to strike at Iraqi targets. 

But -‘even if there had been (a request), it would not have bee 
possible for us to meet this,’’ Mrs. Ciller told reporters after the 
heeting.j “That would not be the correct move from the point of view 
of our own interests.’’ 

The Americans and their allies have used the Incirlik base to 
patrol the ‘*no-fly’? zone over northern Iraq for the past five 
years. But Turkey no longer has much enthusiasm for the operation 
and has continued to cooperate only in response to American 
pressure. 
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“With Irag-Kurds( 
“By BRIAN MURPHY= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ZAKHU, Iraq (AP) _ A first group of 792 Kurdish refugees, fearing 
reprisals for their ties to U.S. aid groups in northern Iraq, flew 


. out of Turkey on Monday, headed for the American island of Guam and 


rs 





a new life in the United States. 

Another 1,422 Kurds were to be flown to Guam’s Anderson Air Force 
hase aboard five charter flights in the next few days. The airlift, 
from the southeastern Turkish city of Diyarbakir, was expected to be | 
concluded by Thursday, the U.S, State Department said. 

Departaent spokesman Micholas Burns said the United States felt 
an obligation to the refugees, since Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
wight ‘‘inflict vanoger sae because of their work for U.S. aid 
eer 

Francis Ricciatdone, the U.S. Embassy's chief of mission in 
Turkey, told reporters in Diyarbakir that the Iraqi Kurds would stay 
on Guam, a U.S. possession in the western Pacific, for two or three 
months before going to the United States. 

The evacuations follow the turmoil in northern Iraq, where a 

wade an alliance with Saddam and took control of the 


area after routing a rival group. The U.S staged missile strikes to 


Tetaliate against Saddam's incursion. 

Nost of the refugees want sanctuary in the United States, and the 
vast majority are expected to be resettled there, Burns said. He 
said the U.S. government will try to find American sponsors for each 
family. 

Guam has large, secure, remote U.S. military complexes where the 
Kurds, who opposed Saddam while working for U.S. aid aqeneien; can 
be safely interviewed. 

Carrying saali children, suitcases, and duffel bags, the first 
refugees, including pregnant women, began walking Sunday across the 
bridge separating northern Irag and Turkey, headed to a refugee camp 
nearby. 

They had initially planned to depart for Guam on Sunday, but were 
forced to spend the night at a university campus because of problems 
on their aircraft, Turkey's Anatolia News Agency said. 

After entering Turkey, the refugees were questioned by Turkish 
and U.S. authorities in tents set up on a soccer field in an area 
guarded by soldiers in armored personnel carriers. 

Turkey allowed them to cross the border after receiving U.S. 
assurances their stay in the country would be lisited. 

Turkey had concerns that Turkish Kurdish guerrillas fighting for 
autonomy in southeastern Turkey from their bases in northern Iraq 
might infiltrate the refugee group. 

Also Monday, fout aid workers from northern Iraq detained over 
the weekend by Iranian authorities were released in good condition 


and brought to Irbil. 
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“Hard Times Between Once Close Allies Turkey and US( 

ie *Eds: ADDS two grafs at end with Clinton administration official 
saying he is unaware of a tequest for a meeting between 
Clinton-Ciller. Fixes typo in “‘U.N. General sc in 14th 
graf. ( 
“By ZEYNEP ALENDAR= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _ When U.S. Secretary of Defense William 
Perry visited Turkey Nonday, his brief stopover underlined the 
coolness that now marks relations between the once close allies. 

Qnly five minutes after Perry’s plane took off for London after a 
quick round of talks with Turkish officials, Prise Ninister 
Necmettin Erbakan’s private jet landed. 

Erbakan, who heads the first Islamic-led povernnent in the 
history of the Turkish republic and has been known for his 
anti-American rhetoric, had informed U.S. officials he would not 
interrupt his weekend to see Perry. If Perry waited for his return, 
the prime minister said, he was available. 

Erbakan, who has been concentrating on improving relations with 
b Traq and the Arab world, has remained silent about Washington's 
latest confrontation with Iraq. 

But he has wade enough gestures to display his disapproval of 
U.S. policy. 

He has let his close aides openly criticize the United States and 
did not hesitate to attend prayers at his party's mosque and hear 
the United States be condenned for the air strikes against Iraq. 

‘America and its allies violate the rights of other nations in a 

orc in Yildiris, the mosque's imam, preached — 


“in the : Al st ‘all their means to stand 
joe it ithe abel states), ay 
Aware of Ankata’s new position after Erbakan’s assumed power in 
June, Washington never asked to use a Turkish airbase as a staging 
point for attacks against Iraq. The Incirlik base was used for 
attacks during the Gulf War, when Turkey was a key member of the 
alliance against Iraq. About 2,888 U.S. troops are based there. 
RE Soe analysts questioned why Perry included Ankara in his tour to 
bolster support at a time of a U.S. military buildup against Iraq in ; 
the region. . 
Sedat Ergin, a columnist for the daily Hurriyet, said. 
Washington's position was not tovabienate Turkey a5 a ** friendly 
“wwally'’ but also to keep its distance from Erbakan. 
He added that Erbakan’s snub of Perry would further strengthen 
Washington's position. 
firs. Ciller, Erbakan's pro-Western coalition partner and the 
former prime minister, negotiated with Washington over issues 
related to the latest Iraqi crisis, such as the evacuation of the 
U.S,-backed Tragi Kurdish aid workers through Turkey. 
But Ciller also may pay a price for having struck a deal with 





Erbakan. 

Her request to meet with President Clinton when she goes to New 
York this month to attend the opening of the U.N. General Assembly 
session has been turned down, according to Turkish newspapers. 

In Washington, a Clinton administration official said he was 
unaware of a Turkish request for a meeting with Ciller, but noted 
Clinton will be in New York for just a few hours Monday. 

Secretary of State Warren Christopher is expected to meet with 
Ciller later next week. 
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iran Frees Northern Iraq Aid Workers 

Eds: UPDATES with Iraq protesting about activities of a Danish U.N. 
guard last month. 

IRBIL, Iraq (AP) - Four aid workers from northern Iraq detained 
over the weekend by Iranian authorities were released Monday and 
brought te this city. 

"They are physically in good condition,” said Paul Dahl, the 
chief of the U.N. guards contingent in northern Iraq, who brought 
the four here from the Iranian border. 

The four were picked up Friday during their visit to a refugee 
camp in northeast Iraq controlled by the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan and handed over to Iranian authorities. 

The Iran-backed PUK was routed by the Iragi-backed Kurdistan 
Democratic Union in fighting that erupted Aug. 31. 

The four were identified as Frenchman Guillaume Woehling of 
Pharmacists Without Borders; an Iraqi member of the group’s local 
team described only as Dr. Ibrahim; Canadian Pierre Vinet of the 
office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees and an 
unidentified driver. 

In another development, Iraq said late Monday it was sending a 
formal protest to the United Nations concerning the behavior of a 
danish U.N. guan caught trying to 
“smuggle” Iraqi military uniforms into northern Iraq on Aug. 24. 
The guard has been declared "persona non grata” in Iraq, the 
Iraqi News Agency said. 
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Kurds Who Worked With U.S. Aid Groups Leave Iraq 

Eds: CORKECTS spelling of Zakhu dateline to conform with style; 
UPDATES with quotes, color grafts 9-12 : 
With BC-Iraq~Kurds 

By BRIAN MURPHY 

Associated Fress Writer 

ZAKHU, Iraq {APD - Hundreds af Kurds who worked for U.S. aid 
groups in northern Iraq safely left the country and crossed into 
Turkey on Gunday, with many more expected to follow soon. 

Carrying small children, suiteases, and duffel bays, the Kurds 
walked across the bridge separating northern Iraq and Turkey en 
route to a refugee camp nearby, 

At least S@@ Traqi Kurds crossed the border, including pregnant 
women. Another 2,4@@@ Kurds with connections to U.S. aid groups were 
expected leave northern Iraq in the next few days, officials said. 

Their final destination was not announced, but many want to go 
to the United States. 

The area was guarded by soldiers in armored personnel carriers, 
and the refugees were met by the furkish Red Crescent Ene nenbers 
of the U.S. Anency for International Development. 

After they entered Turkey, the refugees were questioned by 
Turkish and U.S. authorities in five tents set up on a saccer 
field. 

Turkish officials at the border said they believed the refunees 
would be put on buses to the southeastern Turkish city of 
Diyarbakir. They said the refugees might be sent onward to the 
United States, but no American officials were immediately available 
te confirm this account. 

The regional governor on the Turkish side, Necati Kilican, said 
it could take three to five days tee, all the refugees to leave 
northern Iraq. 

The first group that arrived in a Turkish refugee camp was 
resting, sitting under white canvas tents. They were provided with 
leaves of bread and bottled water. 

The prevailing moods were sadness and melancholy. Asked how he 
felt, refugee Shazad Hamit Abdullah said he was sad “because I 
left my country.” 

One young boy looked up and asked: "Are there Muslims in 
America?" 
in a, Bth graf BC-Traq-Turkey~Refugees, ist Ld-Writethru 
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Perry Heads Home After Lukewarm Reception 
AP Photo DYBIGL 

By SUZ7AN FRASER 

Associated Press Writer 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) - Defense Secretary William Perry won only 
lukewara support from Middle East allies, and headed home with his 
enthusiasm for a U.S. military buildup against Iraq noticeably 
deflated. 

Perry began the trip last week promising a powerful response to 
“What the United States saw as Saddam Hussein’s provocations. By the 
end Nonday, he said renewed air strikes on Irag were merely a 
“possibility.” 

Kany Arab governments have portrayed the recent U.S. actions 
against Iraq as heavy-handed. There is also a perception that the 
United States is intruding on an internal Iraqi matter - a civil 
war between two Kurdish factions. 

Several major Arab countries that were part of the Gulf War 
coalition against Iraq, including Egypt, Syria and Jordan, have 
been less than supportive of the U.S. buildup. 

Saudi Arabia and Turkey, both important U.S. allies, refused to _ 
allow anti-Iraq strikes to be launched from their territories. U.S. 
troops and planes, however, can use the small Gulf states of Kuwait 
and Bahrain, 

The motivation for Bahrain's cooperation was unclear. The tiny 
island emirate usually takes its political cues from Saudi Arabia. 

The support from Kuwait had been expected. The oil-rich emirate 
relied on U.3. forces to end a 1998-91 Iraqi occupation. But its 

ision to welcome U.S. troops came slowly, possibly to make sure 

its support wasn’t being taken for granted. 

Kuwaiti officials said the one-day delay in seeting the U.S. 
request was for procedural reasons. 

The Pentagon declined to say how many soldiers would be sent. 
Earlier, the Pentagon had spoken of airlifting 3,008 soldiers from 
Fort Hood, Texas. 

The Americans already have 1,28 ground troops training in the 
Kuwaiti desert as well as eight F-117A stealth attack planes that 
arrived last week. 

In London Konday, Perry outlined what Saddam has to do to 
satisfy the United States, but he didn’t set a deadline or say what 
would happen if Iraq failed to meet U.S. demands. 

Ending missile attacks on allied planes was not enough, Perry 
said after meeting with his British and French counterparts. Saddas 

— must stop mobilizing anti-aircraft artillery and stop rebuilding 
anti-aircraft ‘sites damaged by earlier U.S. strikes. 

All three countries have pilots maintaining the no-fly zones 
over Iraq. 

British Secretary of Defense Michael Portillo was more qualified 
than Perry in his demands of Saddam, saying only that Britain was 
committed to defending its pilots. * 

French Defense Minister Charles Millon, meanwhile, credited the 
Traqi leader for his promise last week not to attack allied pilots. 

y While Perry may not have received the ringing endorsements he 
sought, tension in the Middle East had abated by the end of his 
three-day trip. 
e On Aug. 31, Saddam sent soldiers into the U.S.-protected Kurdish 
“safe haven" in northern Iraq to oust an Iranian-backed faction 
in favor of another Kurdish group allied with Baghdad. 

Washington responded by firing cruise missiles on military 
targets in southern Iraq on Sept. 3 and 4, 

Last week, [raq fired a missile at two U.3, planes patrolling 
the “no-fly" zone over northern Iraq. 

Since then, however, Iraq has toned down its anti-American 
thetoric. On Friday, it said it would cease firing at allied 
warplanes - if they stopped patrolling Iraqi skies. 

The fly-overs continue, but there have been no sore reported 
Tragi attacks on the planes. 

The Americans and their allies have used Turkey's southern 
Incirlik base to patrol the no-fly zone over northern Iraq for the 
past five years. : 

But Turkey, which is led by the first Islamic-led government in 
the republic’s history, no longer has auch enthusiasa for the 
operation and has continued to cooperate only in response to 

ican pressure, 

Prime Minister Necrettin Erbakan refused to change his schedule 
to meet with Perry. But the U.S. secretary met several other 
Turkish officials, including Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller, 
Erbakan’s pro-Western coalition partner. 

firs. Ciller said Perry had not asked to use the southern 
Incirlik air base to strike at Iraqi targets. 

"Even if there had been (a request), it would not have been 
possible for us to meet this," Mrs. Ciller said, “That would not 
be the correct move from the point of view of our own interests." 
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Perry Discusses Iraq Options with British, French Counterparts 
By RON KAMPEAS 


oun Press Writer 

‘LONDON (AP) - Defense Secretary William Perry outlined Nonday 
what Saddam Hussein has to do to satisfy American demands, but 
stopped short of naming the deadline and "or else” that would 
have made a fully fledged ultimatum. 

tnding surface te ait missile attacks on allied planes was not 
enough, Perry said after meeting with his British and French 
counterparts in London; Saddam needed to stop mobilizing 
anti-aircraft artillery, and to stop rebuilding anti-aircraft sites 
damaned by earlier U.S. strikes. 

“Saddam Hussein is posing a threat to our air crews ... by the 
very aggressive deployment of mobile surface to air missiles into 
the zone and by the reconstitution and the moving of the SA2 and 
SA3 air defense sites there," Perry said. 

"All of those actions we find provocative, all of them we find 
threatening, and all of them we find necessary that (Saddam) 
change," Perry said, concluding a tour that included Kuwait, 

Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and Turkey. 
/ He would not specify a deadline for Saddam to pull back, and how 
eo United States would respond if he didn’t. 

The toned-down approach underscored how Perry had won only — 
lukewarm support from allies for the U.S. military buildup against 
Trag he had touted last week. 

Hany Arab governments have portrayed the recent U.S. actions 
against Iraq as heavy-handed, and Turkey has refused to allow its 
territory to be used to launch strikes at Iraqi targets. 

Only Bahrain and Kuwait have agreed to allow American use of 
their territory - and Kuwait, the main beneficiary of the allied 
victory in 1991 the Gulf War against Iraq, hesitated this week 
before agreeing to allow in more U.S. ground troops. 

~ On Aug. 31, Saddam sent soldiers into the U.S.-protected Kurdish 
“safe haven" in northern Irag to oust an Iranian-backed faction 
in favor of another Kurdish group allied with Baghdad, 

Washington responded by firing cruise missiles on military 
targets in southern Iraq on Sept. 3 and 4. Perry wanted to increase 
the missile attacks. ey 

He failed to get backing for that, but on Monday, he insisted 
that his tour was nonetheless a success. 

His meetings with regional leaders "reaffirmed our basic 
concern that Saddam Hussein was threatening the stability and 
security of the region and posing a threat and danger to his 
neighbors, that the linchpin in containing this threat has been the 

@arried aititary presence in the region," he said. 

Perry met for several hours with British Secretary of Defense 
Nichael Portillo and French Defense Minister Charles Millon at the 
Northolt Royal Air Force Base in west London. All three countries 
have pilots maintaining the no-fly zones over Iraq. 

Portillo was sore qualified than Perry when asked what Britain 
expected of Saddam. 7 

"We retain the absolute right of self defense and that we will 
be prepared to take the action that is necessary to our pilots," 
was all he would allow. 

That was more equivocal than Britain's unqualified support for 
the original strikes was unequivocal. © 

French Defense Minister Charles Millon didn’t even attend the 
press conference, immediately flying back to France. 

Arriving in Paris, he differed from Perry and Portillo by 
crediting Saddam for his promise last week not to target allied 
pilots. 

“The Iraqi decision to suspend all military activity against 
the allies ... is a sign of appeasement that must be taken into 
consideration,” Millon said. 

Britain and the United States say that Saddam's promises matter 
much less than his actions. France has urged all parties to avoid 
escalating the conflict. 
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‘U.S. Coping with Second Batch of Iraqi Refugees in Five Years < 
“Ey GEORGE GEDDA= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

WASHINGTON (CAP) ~ More than 2,400 Iraqi refugees are due ta be 
U.S. soil in the Pacific by Thursday even as the United States 
struggles to resettle thousands of other Iraqi dissidents stranded 
at refugee camps since the 1991 Gulf War. 

Under the new program, U.S.-sponsered charter flights are 
expected ta evacuate @,@75 Iraqis to Guam from their temporary 
refuge in southeastern Turkey. 

About half that number had worked on U.S. humanitarian programs 
in the Kurdish areas of northern Iraq and fear reprisals against 
them and their families now that forces allied to Saddam Hussein 
cantrol much ef that region. 

Two flights carrying 792 Iraqis set aut Monday on the leony 
journey to Guam, where they will be housed for two to three months 
at military facilities. The State Department says the vast majority 
will resettle in the United States but those found to have criminal 
records will be excluded. 

In Agana, Guam, Gav. Carl Gutierrez said the refugees will live 
in 366 vacant military homes. Local public health and customs 
officials will work as the lead agencies in precessing the refugees, 
the governor said. Qnee the processing stage is over, the evacuees 
will relocated to the U.S. mainland. 

About 264 soldiers from Schofield Barracks in Hawaii were 
deployed to Guam on Monday to aid in processing the refugees, as 
well as to provide security and distribute food. The deployment is 
expected to last three months. 

Neanwhile, about 66,600 other displaced Iraqis are clustered 
along the boarder with Tran and face a far more uncertain future than 
their countrymen who fled to Turkey. The State Department says about 
40,0600 have made their way inside Iran and 26,000 more are on the 
Iraq side of the border. Numerous humanitarian agencies are 
providing assistance. 

These Iragis are Linked to the Kurdish faction, which was routec 
ain recent weeks by a‘rival group that gained the upper hand after 
inviting Saddam's army to enter the fray on their behalf. 

Saddam’s decision to send forces into that area triggered U.S. 
missile attacks against Iraq’s air defense system. 

The current exodus of Iragis seems shall compared with 1991 whe 
nearly 2 million fled to Saudi Arabia and Iran during and after the 
Gulf War. Most eventually returned to Iraq, accepting an amnesty 
decreed by Saddam, but 32,646 stayed in camps in Saudi Arabia. OF 
these, most were defectors from I[raq’s Army or were taken prisoner 
by the U.S.-led coalition forces and refused ta return to Iraq after 
the wat. 

About 16,666 of these Iraqis have been resettled in the United 
States. More than 14,0@@ others have been accepted in other 
countries, including Iran, Sweden, Australia, the Netherlands, 

Norway, Finland and Canada. About 3,600 opted to go back to Iraq. 

These entering the United States receive assistance from U.S. 
voluntary agencies, which arrange for food, a place to live and help 
in finding jobs. They generally are sent to locations where they 
have job prospects. : 
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“U.S. Coping with Second Batch of Traqi Refugees in Five Years < 
Ede: UPDATES with Ist flight arrived in Guam. ¢ 
“Ky GEORGE GEDDA= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 

WASHINGTON (AFD — More than 2,@@@ Iraqi refugees are due to be 
U.S. soil in the Pacific by Thursday even as the United States 
struggles to resettle thousands of other Iraqi dissidents stranded 
at refugee camps since the 1991 Gulf War. 

Under the new program, U.S.-sponsored charter flights are 
ree to evacuate @,@075 Iragis to Guam from their temporary 
refuge in southeastern Turkey. 
About half that number had worked on U.S. humanitarian programs 
in the Kurdish areas of northern Iraq and fear reprisals against 
them and their families now that forces allied to Saddam Hussein 
cantrol much of that region. 

Two flights carrying 792 Iraqis set out Monday an the long 
journey to Guam, where they will be housed for two to three mohths 
at military facilities. The State Department says the vast majority 
will resettle in the United States but those LORE to have criminal 
recards will be excluded, 

In Agana, Guam, Gov. Carl Gutierrez said the refugees will Live 
in 366 vacant military homes. Local public health and customs 
officials will work as the lead agencies in processing the refugees, 
the gavernor said. Onee the processing stage is over, the evactkees 
will relocated to the U.S. mainland. 

The first of the two flights, carrying 469 passengers, landed i 
Guam Monday. Two additional flights were due to leave Turkey during 
the day. 

About 200, Sth graf ¢ 
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“Iraq Begins to Meet U.S. Demands < 
“Eds: UPDATES with administration officials to brief congressional 
leaders, other details. Meeting scheduled to begin at 12896 GMT. < 
“Ey BARRY SCHWEID= 
“AP Diplomatic Writer= 

WASHINGTON (AP) _ As President Clinton offers assurances he is 
not trying to force a showdown, Iraq is beginning to meet American 
demands for easing tensions in the Gulf. But the real test, U.S. 
officials say, is whether Saddam Hussein threatens his neighbors or 
allied forces. . 

With 3,006 U.S. soldiers at Fort Hood, Texas, waiting to see 
whether they will be ordered to Kuwait for a new round of desert 
exercises, the officials said the United States was not cooling down 
because some of the allies opposed further military action. 

Allied support is stronger today than it was when U.S. cruise 

missiles were launched against Iraqi military targets two weeks ago, 
said the officials, speaking on condition they not be named. 

Indeed, Defense Secretary William Perry and Assistant bacrekack 
of State Robert Pelletreau **found support for more action?’ on a 
trip to the Gulf over the weekend, a senior U.S. policy-maker said 
Monday. “Everybody says they would support us in defending our : 
forces,’’ the official said. 

Administration officials were briefing canetecalanay leaders 
Tuesday on U.S. actions regarding Iraq, which have included the 
missile attacks on Ifaqi air defense systems and an expanded 
““no-fly’’ zone over southern Iraq. °*The president wanted to make — 
sure we brought congressional leaders and others in for more 
extensive briefing,’’ White House spokesman Mike McCurry said. | 

Republicans have complained they have not been consulted on Ira 
and charged that Clinton has not held together the international 
alliance that ousted Saddam's troops from Kuwait in 1991. They also 
have said Clinton has been unable to build a consensus among the 
allies for dealing with Saddam, including his ‘Sreatment of Kurdish — am 
minorities in northern Iraq. 

F Kuwait agreed Monday to permit ‘several thousand. U.S. troops és 
_ deploy near the Iraqi border, and Bahrain told Perry it was ‘walling: eae 

\ Bo! serve as a base for American forces and weaponry. iv i 
ss Saudi Arabia, however, has not permitted the United States to. 
raleuneht air strikes against Iraq from Saudi territory. And Arab = : 
League foreign ministers meeting over the weekend endorsed Iraq’s a 
“territorial integrity?’ and condemned **foreigr sdnpentqrence’s "In. . ~ 
spstee mint ERE re beteae eae of the American a : 
dp TY eet iron two weeks of bell wise U.S. — 

buildup in the Gulf did 
; Soeslina ‘a clash with Iraq. “ 
i ae sought n oa confrontation with Saddam Hussein. We never 
van ar we don?t now,?? he said. **My concern is that we limit 
| Gaddam Hussein’s ability to threaten his neighbors, that we do it 

th the no-fly zone and, in so doing, we keep our pilots safe.’* 
- U.S. officials, acknowledging the temperature was being lowered 
Diesetee the reason was not the mixed views of the allies, though 
they were taken into account. 

Rather, the officials said, Saddam's actions on “the ground were 
- the hey. ‘In this respect, they said Iraq had stopped threatening 
American and allied warplanes flying over northern and southern 

Iraq, and Gen. John Shalikashvili, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Start, had concluded Iraq was not improving its anti-missile 
defenses. 













These were two of the demands the State Department made of 
Baghdad last week. 

““There are some signs he is doing things,’’ the senior U.S. 
official said Monday, *‘but we are not fully satisfied. We need to 
make sure he doesn’t pose a threat to our troops. We are going to 
stay in a very alert posture.’’ 

Saddam's response was less clear to dewands: that he not threate 
his neighbors, especially Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, and that he 
comply with U.M. resolutions. 

“*That is the central question,’" State Department spokesman 
Nicholas Burns said of Saddam’s behavior toward the two oil-rich 
neighbors, which the United States fought to defend against Iraq in 
the 1991 Gulf War. L 

““We have to be realistic about Saddam Hussein,’’ Burns said. 
“*He has invaded his neighbors before and he has threatened them 
since, and we have got to assume that he is capable of doing both 
again.’? 
) On Friday, Saddam said he would no longer shoot at coalition 

planes patrolling the two no~fly zones over Iraqi soil. The same 

day, however, U.S. Army officials said 5,000 members of the ist 
Cavalry Division at Fort Hood had been ordered to deploy to Kuwait 
to take part in an ongoing exercise. 

By Monday, officials said they expected no more than 3,908 to b 
going _ but kept insisting no final order to move the troops had 
been issued. 

“*We have not gotten an execution order, and when it comes _ if 
it comes _ it might even be something less’’ than the 3,00G, said 
Iti Corps spokesman Army Lt. Col. Randy Schoel. 
AP-LD-69-17-96 G&8@2GNT< 
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“Traq Kegins to Meet U.S. Demands < 
“Eda: LEADS with 6 grafs to ete pie with meeting underway. PICKUP 6th 
graf pys. ¢ 
“Ey BARRY SCHWETD= 
“AF Diplomatic Writer= 

WASHINGTON (AFD — U.S. President Bill Clinton met Tuesday with 
congressional leaders to explain the administration’s actions in 
Iraq amid signs that tensions with Saddam Hussein are easing. 

Clinten is offering assurances that he is not trying to force «a 
shawdawn and Iraq is beginning te meet American demands for avoiding — 
further canfrontation in the Gulf. But the real test, U.S. officials 
Gay, is whether the Iraqi leader threatens his neighbors or’ allied 
farces. 





With 3,000 U.S. soldiers at Fort Hood, Texas, waiting to see 
whether they will be ordered to Kuwait for a new round of desert 
exercises, the officials said the United States’ resolve was not 
weakening even though some allies have opposed further military 
action. 

Allied support is stronger today than it was when U.S. cruise 
missiles were launched against Iraqi military targets two weeks aya, 
said the officials, speaking on condition of anonymity. 

Defense Secretary William Perry and Assistant Secretary af State 
Robert Felletreau °° found support for mare action’’ on a trip to the 
Gulf over the weekend, a senior U.S. policy~-maker said Monday. 
““Everybody says they would support us in defending our forces,’ 
the official said. 

Administration officials briefed congressional leaders Tuesday 4 
U.S. actions regarding Iraq, which have included the missile attacks 
on Iraqi air defense systems and an expanded no~fly zone over 
southern Iraq. **The president wanted to make sure we brought 
ecangressional leaders and others in for more extensive briefing,’?? 
White House spokesman Mike McCurry said. 

“Republicans have ... FICKUP 6th graf pve. ¢ 
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*U.5., Iraq Tensions Cools; Fatriot Missiles Deployed in Kuwait <¢ 
“Eds: AMs. UPDATES with Clinton announcement on troops, Fatriot 
missiles deployed in Kuwait, Iraqi opposition yqroup claiming Iraq is 
Massing troops in the south. ¢ 
“AFP Fhato available ¢ 
“Ey DIANA ELIAS= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

KUWATT (AFD _ Raising its preparedness for possible military 
action against Iraq, the United States on Tuesday prepared to send 
more troops to Kuwait and deployed Scud-busting Patriot missile 
batteries in the emirate. 

Although tension between HKaghdad and Washington appeared ta hav 
eased, U.S. forces were not taking any chances as President Clinton 
said he had signed orders to send thousands more troops. 

Kuwait earlier had indicated it would welcome the troops. i) 
Pentagon official said it would be “about 3,860 troops, but that’s 
a flexible number.?? 

In Kuwait, an Associated Press photographer spotted Patriot 
anti-missile batteries in the Kuwaiti desert and a U.S. Embassy 
spokesman confirmed that the Patriots had been deployed. 

; Their crews arrived earlier from the United States after the 
Fentagon announced it was sending two Patriot units to the region to. 
protect Gulf allies from possible Iraqi missile attacks. 

An Iragi Shiite Muslim opposition group, meanwhile, claimed tha 
Saddam Hussein was massing troops in the south of the country in 
preparation for a widescale operation against dissidents. 

The group, the Supreme Council of the Islamic Revolution in Ita 
has reported such movements troop several time in the past but the 
U.S. and its allies — which are flying dozens of sorties over the 
area daily _ have not confirmed the reports. 

Kuwait began diplomatic rounds in the Gulf to explain its 
decision ta open its territory toa U.S. warplanes and troops. The 
defense minister began a tour of the Gulf with stops in Saudi Arabia 
and Kahrain. The information minister headed to Egypt and Syria. 

Several major Arab countries that were part of the Gulf War 
coalition against Iraq, including Egypt and Syria, have been less 
than supportive of the U.S. buildup. 

Saudi Arabia and Turkey, both important U.S. allies, refused to 
allow anti-[raq strikes to be launched from their territories. 

Turkey's Foreign Ministry announced Tuesday that Massoud Barzani 
head of the Iraqi-backed Kurdish faction that took control of 
northern Iraq earlier this month, would travel to Ankara ta meet 
with Turkish officials later this week. 

“‘We've always favored keeping the channels open with the Kurdi 
groups,’? a Foreign Ministry official told the AF. The official 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

The latest crisis benan Aug. 31 when Saddam sent soldiers into - 
the U.S.~-protected Kurdish “‘safe haven’’ in northern Iraq. They 
ousted one Kurdish faction in favor of the Kurdish group allied with 
Baghdad. 

Washington tesponded by firing cruise missiles on military 
targets in southern Iraq on Sept. 3 and 4. 

Last week, Iraq fired missiles at U.S. planes patrolling the 

“no-fly’”? zone ever northern Iraq. 

Since then, however, Iraq has toned down its anti-American 
rhetoric. On Friday, it said it would cease firing at allied 
warplanes _ if they stopped patrolling Iraqi skies. 

The fly-overs continue, but there have been no‘more reported 
Iraqi attacks. 

“<de-mdm=gm) ¢ 
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“Clinton Sending Troops to Kuwait, FPatriat Missiles Deployed <¢ 
“Ede: UPDATES with Aziz, Clinton quotes in grafs @-3 and &-9. ¢ 
“AF Fhotoe available < 
“By DIANA ELIAS= 4 
“Associated Press Writer= : ; : 

KUWAIT {AFD — Raising its preparedness for possible military 
action against Iraq, the United States on Tuesday prepared to send 
mare troops to Kuwait and deployed Scud-busting Patriat missile 
batteries in the emirate. 

A briet luli in the war of words also ended as resident) Clinte 
said he aimed to ‘keep Saddam Hussein in a box’? while Iraqi Deputy | 
Prime Minister Tariq Aziz said the United States Wars “preparing an = 
aggression against Iraq.’? Win + , 

Clinten said he had signed orders to send thousands more troops. 
Kuwait earlier had indicated it would welcome the troops. A Pentagon a 
official said it would be “about 3,460 troops, but that’s a 
flexible number.’?” ; 

In Kuwait, an Associated Press photographer spotted Fatriot — 
anti-missile batteries in the Kuwaiti desert and a U.S. Embassy 
spokesman confirmed that the Fatriots had been deployed. 

Their crews arrived earlier from the United States after the 
Fentagoan announced it was sending two Fatriot units to the region ta 
protect Gulf allies from possible Iraqi missile attacks. 

An Lraqgi Shiite Nuslim opposition group, meanwhile, claimed that 
Saddam was massing troops in the south of the country in preparation 
for a widescale operation against dissidents. 

The group, the Supreme Council of the Islamic Revolution in Iraq 
has reported such movements troop several time in the past but the 
U.S. and its allies which are flying dozens of sorties over the 





area daily — have not confirmed the reports. 
Clinton, authorizing the dispatch of more troops to Kuwait, said 
““the response we gave was designed to improve the strategic 
position of the United States and our allies to keep Saddam Hussein 
in a box and limit his ability ta threaten his neighbors,.’? 
Tuesday night, Aziz blisteringly responded that “*American 
pretexts and justifications for deploying its troops in the Arab 
Gulf region is aimed at preparing an aggression an Traq,’*? the 
state-run Iragi News Agency reported. 
“Kuwait began, Sth graf 3rd Ld< 
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“Hundreds of Kurdish Refugees Welcomed on Guam< 

ANDERSEN AIR FORCE BASE, Guam (APD — Tired but smiling, hundred 
of Kurdish refugees from northern Iraq arrived Tuesday and were 
greeted by signs reading: “‘America welcomes you.’? 

This first group of 7392 refugees, evacuated to protect them fra 
Iraqi reprisals, were flown out of Turkey on Monday on the first leg 
of a journey that eventually will take them to new homes on the U.S. 
wainiland. 

They filed off chartered planes and gathered in a makeshift 
processiny center where military personnel hung signs in Arabic that 
read, ‘““Flease have a seat?’ and “America welcomes you.’? 

Volunteers greeted them in English, Turkish and Arabic and 
offered snacks of fresh fruit. A playroom was set up for the 
children with chairs, small desks, crayons, coloring books and 
crackers. 

The families arrived with only their children and three bags of 
belongings. Military officials said there were 205 children in the | 
group, including 18 infants. 

Altogether, 2,875 refugees will be brought to this U.S. 
possession in the Pacific, 3,200 miles (5,12@ kilometers) fram 
Hawaii, this week. They will live in vacant military housing. 

Military crews have also set up kitchens, dining tents and mosques. 

* “We are shaping history,’ said Senior Airman Deb Dirskill said 
The refugees “‘may have a future now because of us,’? 

Guam residents were asked to make donations for the newcomers. — 

‘““We're not looking for food right now,’’ said Navy Capt. George 
Allisen. *“*We need things like pote and pans, diapers, toys, cribs, 
playpens, cups, plates, silverware.’’ 

Reporters were not allowed access to the Kurds. 

“*They’re obviously very tired,’”’ Air Force Maj. Gen. J.D. 
Dallager said. **There’s that look of enthusiasm on their face, but . 
they’ve been up for a couple of days and they’re tired, and I think jj 
they'd like to go home to their new conmunity and go toa bed." : fy 

The evacuees will be moved on to the U.S. mainland after heati| 
and customs processing and approval of visas. 

U.S. State Department spokesman Nicholas Burns said the united 
States felt an obligation to the refugees since Iraqi forces had ; 
regained control aver their region. ¢ 

About 346 of the refugees worked for the U.S. government, 
primarily as drivers, security personnel and translators, Arnett 
Said. The others included relatives, members of the CIA~ funded, Traqi 
National Congress and Kurds who worked for international 
hugansfarian agencies. # 

‘They are seen by the Iraqi government as trai pers . they are 
working for the enemy,’?’ Dallayger said. f 
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“Britain Pledges Troops For Kuwait If Needed< 

LONDGN (AFD — Britain is still ready to send troops to Kuwait t 
defend it against threats of Iraqi attacks, Foreign Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkind said Tuesday. : 

Speaking after talks with Kuwaiti foreign winteters Sheik Sabah 
al-Ahmad al~-Sabah, Rifkind said: *‘*We have shown in the past a 
willingness ... for troops to be sent and if it became necessary in 
the future we would also respond in a positive way.’?’ 

The Kritish foreign secretary said he had an “important and 
positive discussion’? with his Kuwaiti counterpart, who had earlier 
alsa visited France. 

‘“The United Kingdom stands four-square with Kuwait in the 
defense of its independence and its territorial integrity,’’ Rifkind 
said. ; 
U.S. Defense Secretary William Perry said Tuesday that 3, 54@ 
troops will join 1,200 already in Kuwait as part of the U.S. 
military build-up in the region. 

The crisis began Aug. 31 with an Iraqi raid on U.S.-protected 
Kurdish areas in northern fraq. 

The raid was Saddam’s biggest military venture since the end of 
the 19914 Gulf War. That — and the subsequent offensive by Iraq’s 
Kurdish allies against a rival faction _— effectively wiped out the 
safe haven established in the north of the country to protect Kurds 
at the end of the Gulf Warr. 

Rifkind, whose government was one of the few to back the U.S. 
bombing of Lragi targets with cruise missiles two weeks ago, said 
that allied states needed to shaw “continuing vigilance’”’ when 
Seettne with Iraq. 

““There has been a common perception that the events of the las 
few caake show the need for cantinuing international cancern «.. and 
the needed to ensure that any Iraqi aguressive ar repressive 
measures are met with firm action,’* he said. 

(rs/rk) 
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“US Official To Meet with Kurdish Leader < 
“With US-Iraq< 
' WASHINGTON (AFD — A top U.S. State Department official plans to 
meet Thursday with the leader of the Iragi Kurdish faction invited 
President Saddam Hussein to send his army into the region. 
The location of the meeting between Assistant Secretary of Stat 
Robert FPelletreau and Massoud Barzani, leader of the Kurdish 
Demacratic Party, has not yet been decided, department spokesman 
Micholas Burns said. , 
Barzanid extendeghboring Iran. Saddam's troops moved inta the re 







Oo help put 
“Barzani in control, dealing a blow to U.S. policy in the region. 

“*We'’ve called upon both parties toa disengage themselves fram 
their alliances with Iran and Iraq. We think it’s a terrible 
tactical mistake that will be to their long-term AGES TPGRESES 
Burns said. 

He said the meeting is consistent ith the U.S. goal of 
encouraging Barzani and PUK leader Jalal Talabani to negotiate an 
end to their rivalry. 

““Qur objective is to have Mr. Karzani and Mr. Talabani agree t 
talk about their differences peacefully and across from one another 
at the negotiating table,’ Rurns said. 

He said the administration hopes to arrange a daeting with 
Talabani, who has fled to a remote region near the Iranian border 
since the balance of power on the battlefield shifted to the KDF. 

In an interview with a private Turkish television station, 
ot aide Sami Abdurrahman said the group’s alliance with Iraq 
has ended. 
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“Hundreds of Kurdish Refugees Welcomed on Guam 
“Eds: SURS penultimate graf pys, “About 3@@...,7 to RESTORE spokesman 
Arnett’s first name. Picks up last graf pys, “They are.uw.’ ¢ 

ANDERSEN AIR FORCE BASE, Guam (AP) — Tired but smiling, hundreds 
of Kurdish refugees from nerthern Iraq arrived Tuesday and were ’ 
greeted by signs readings ~‘America welcemes you.’ 

; This first group of 792 refugees, evacuated to protect them from 
iraqi reprisals, were flown out of Turkey on Monday on the first leg 

af a journey that eventually will take them to new homes on the U. fi 
wainiland. 

They filed off chartered planes and gathered in a makeshift 
processing center where military personnel hung signs in Arabic that 
read, “Please have a seat’™’ and ‘‘America welcomes you.’? 

Volunteers greeted them in English, Turkish and Arabic and 
offered snacks of fresh fruit. A playroom was set up for the 
children with chairs, small desks, crayons, coloring books and 
erackers. 

The families arrived with only their children and three bays ee 
belongings. Military officials said there were 205 children in the 
group, including 18 infants. 

Altoyether, 2,675 refugees will be brought to this U.S. 
possession in the Pacific, 3,200 miles (5,126 kilometers) from 
Hawaii, this week. They will live in uncant military houging. 

Military crews have also set up kitchens, dining tents and mosques, 

‘“*‘We are shaping history,’’ said Senior Airman Deb Dirskill said 
The refugees “may have a future now because of us.’’ 

Guam residents were asked to make donations for the newcomers. 

“*We're not looking for food right now,’” said Navy Capt. George 
Allison. “We need things like pots and pans, diapers, toys, cribs, 
playpens, cups, plates, silverware.’’ 

Reporters were not allowed access to the Kurds. 

‘*They’re obviously very tired,’’ Air Force Maj. Gen. J.D. 
Dallager said. ‘*‘There’s that look ef enthusiasm on their face, but 
they've been up for a couple of days and they’re tired, and £ think 
they’d like to go home to their new community and go to bed." 

The evacuees will be moved on to the U.S. mainland after health 
and custems processing and approval of visas. 

U.S. Gtate Department spokesman withGlae Burns said the United 
States felt an obligation to the refugees since Iraqi forces had 
regained control over their region. 

About 366 of the refugees worked for the U.S. government, 
primarily as drivers, security personnel and translators, said David 
Arnett, spokesman for the U.S. Embassy in Ankara, Turkey. The others 
included relatives, members of the CiIA-funded Iraqi National 
Congress and Kurds whe worked for international humanitarian 
agencies. 

“They are seen by the Iraqi government as traitors — they are 
working for the enemy,’’ Dallager said. 
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‘Four Reported Killed in Shelling on Iran-Iraq Border ¢ 
AEDs: UPDATES with additional comments, details from Iraqi side of 
the boarder. ¢ 
“By SELCAN HACADGLU= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 
HELSHEW VILLAGE, Iraq (AP) _ Iran claimed Wednesday that four 
Iraqi Kurds were killed when a large refugee camp came under. 
shelling from the Iraqi side of the border. 
Iran’s official Islamic Republic Mews Agency blamed the artillet 
and mortar. fire on the Iraqi army and the allied Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, the group that recently took control of northern 
Iraqe 
However, the report could not be independently verified. 
Journalists who have been on the Iraqi side of the border in recent 
days have seen many KDF fighters, but no Iraqi forces in the area. 
U.S. and allied warplanes are monitoring the no~fly zone in 
northert Iraq, but U.S. officials have not reported any Iraqi forces 
this far north. ~ 
: Three of the four killed in the Siran Band refugee camp tv 
northwest Tran were children, the IRNA report said, adding that 16 
péople were wounded. 
iran said the camp is providing shelter for around 35, BBB LTraqga 
Kurd refugees who had crossed the border after the recent turmoil in 
daar te Iraq. 
F There have been no major battles in northern Iraq since the KDP- 
routed the PUK and captured Sulaymaniya, the nroup'’s last major 
neranphald, on Sept. 16.0 — 
However, there have been several reports of skirmishes along the 
Deii tens border. “wy 
r ‘ in the Helshew Village on the Iraqi side of the border, resident 
said they also had been shelled on Sunday and Tuesday. . 
_ They blamed Iran.and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, the grou 
that was routed and driven out of northern Iraq in the recent y 
fighting. . 






A funeral was held Wednesday for a 7@-year~old woman killed a da 
earlier, allegedly by PUK guerrilla. 

“‘Why did they attack us, we're not gunhen,’? said MNoehammed Haci 
the son of victim. 

Anwar Haci Osman, the KDF commander in the area, claimed that + 
Iranians shelled with 13@ mm guns on Tuesday, and six rounds hit the 
village of Qal’at Di Some residents of Qaltat Dizah fled to nearby town o 
yah in ; 
fear Tuesday but made a quick return Wednesday. 

‘“Lf they shell again, I will also take my four children and ru 
away,’’ said Bahtiyar Hasan, a street vendor in Qaltat Dizah. 

The exact number of FUK guerrillas in the mountains was not 
known. Top commanders of the vanquished PUK, including leader Jalal 
Talabani, reportedly escaped into [ran and some guerrillas have 
deserted and joined the KDF. 

(sh--gm) 
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“Precede KUWAIT 
“Iraqi Kurdish Leader Arrives in Turkey <¢ 
(Ede: UPDATES with Barzani’s trip to Turkey; his eae tisin are 
expected tea begin after 1368 GNT<¢ 
“ky YALMAN ONARAN= 
Associated Press Writer= 
ANKARA, Turkey {APD — An Iraqi Kurdish leader who allied with 
Saddam Hussein to beat a Kurdish rival — and dealt a blew toa 
opponents of the Iraqi president _ arrived in Turkey on Wednesday 
for talks with U.S. and Turkish officials. Y 
Neanwhile, as Kuwait launched a diplomatic offensive to explain 
its basing U.S. warplanes and ttoops there, U.S. Patriot 
anti~missile units bristled in the emirate as Washington girded for 
possible. action against Iraq. 
MNassoud Harzani, leader of the Kurdistan Democratic Farty, 
crossed into Turkey on Wednesday through the Turkish-Iraqi border 
gate at Habur en route to the southeastern Turkish city of 
Diyarbakir, his spokesman Faik Merweyi told The Associated Press. 
Nerweyi said Karzani would meet with Turkish Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller and U.S. Undersecretary of State Kabert Felletreau. He 
gave no itinerary, but Barzani was expected to fly to Ankara later 
in the day. 
Barzani has declared that his deal with Saddam was merely a 
temporary one — and that it was now over. 
The Iraqi Kurdish leader said he was forced to turn to Baghdad 
after hig rival, Jalal Talabani, allied with Iran in a power 
struggle far contrel of Kurdish northetn Iraq. 
Iragi Kurds had a de facta state in northern Iraq after the Gulf 
War under the protection of a U.S.-led allied coalition force in 
"Operation Frovide Comfart.'*? : 
But Washington withdrew the military coordination center for the 
coalition force from northern Iraq after the intra-Kurd turmoil this 
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month. ‘Most official and private aid 
Turkey, fearful the power 

Own ) autonomy~seeking Kurdish rebels, 

the border in northern Iraq. 
Harzani’s visit to Furtiey 


groups alsa left the region. = 
vacuum in northern [rag will help its 
declared a security zone across 


signaled a possible warming of 


relations with Ankara and Washington. 
U.S. authorities are expected to try to convince Barzani to rea 
peace with Talabani and share authority in the region, while the 
Tucks. wigt Bee a the requirements for their security zone. 
s two new Patriot missile batteries were uncrated in Kuwait on 
Tuesday, the: emirate embarked on a round of defending their presence 
to other Arab. countries. The Kuwaiti defense minister was making his 
“government? s case for them with the leaders of Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain, - while its. pe ohare ts an: minister was at ERE to Ey ay pt and , 
Syria pire oa 2 a eee oan . | shaper EP Se, pre ea Sp nee ae : 5 z ; 
bate, indeed oh 1996 eg Saddam’ s ‘troops, against possible Traqi 
' Scud missile attacks. 
President Clinton has also dispatched 3,588 more Army troops tea 
Kuwait to join 1,260. others adepedy: eonducting war yames there, the 
Pentagon saidu 











Te Tarst. ¢ je additicnal U.S. Croops Were Scheduled to leave 
the. Uni ted States en Wednesday and be in place by the end of the 
week. cous 
;  hhagsoee finally gissing ranks with Washington and Londor against 
Saddam, Tuesday said it would let U.S. planes fly over French — 
territory. Britain said it was ready to send troops to Kuwait. 

Several Arab and Western countries that were part of the 
1998-1994 Gulf War coalition against Iraq have been less supportive 
of the U.S. buildup this time. 

However, on Tuesday in Paris, French officials made the fly-ove 
concession to U.S. forces for reprisals against Iraq, even though 
France still oppeses an immediate strike. 

French officials further left gpen the possibility of hitting | 
hack if Baghdad fired again on U.S., French or British planes 
enforcing “‘no-fly’"? zones over Iraq. 

The “*no-fly’' zones were created after the 1991 Gulf War to 
protect Kurdish minorities in the north and Shiite Muslims in the 
south from Saddam’s military. : 

Rritish Foreign Secretary. Malcolm Rifkind, after talks Tuesday — 
with Kuwait’s foreign minister, said Britain was ready to send 
treaps to defend Kuwait against Iraq. 

Neanwhile, as apposition groups claimed Iraqi troops were massi 
in southern Iraq to move against Iraqi Shiite, Haghdad newspapers 
mocked U.S. reprisals against Saddam’s forces for shooting at 
coalition aircraft protecting the Kurds. ; 

“‘We may say that every missile launched by the United States 
against Iraq was actually striking the Americans’ foreign palicy 
wall we.,’? scoffed Babil, the Iraqi daily paper owned by Saddam’s 
son, Odai Hussein. 

in its Wednesday edition, Babil declared any use of U.S. Frid? 
stealth attack planes, now based in Kuwait, against Iraq would be 
“ ee the mercy shot fired by Iraq at the American foreign policy's 
head, and especially the political future for Fresident GLEE Hy 
who is running for re~election. 

The Supreme Council of the Islamic Revolution in Iraq, a Shiite | 
Opposition group, has reported Iraqi troop mavements several times , 
in the past, but the U.S. and its allies | which are flying dozens 
of sorties over the area daily — have not confirmed the reports. 

The latest crisis began Aug. 31, when Saddam sent troops inte th 
U.S."protected Kurdish “safe haven’’ in northern Iraq, where they 
helped Harzani out Talabani’s Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

Washington responded by firing cruise missiles on military 
targets in southern Iraq on Sept. 3 and 4, 

*Cank/uf/tm/emf) ¢ 
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“US Official, Kurdish Leader Meet In Turkey< 
“By GEORGE GEDDA= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

WASHINGTON (AP) + Hoping to ease fighting by rival 
Iraqi Kurds, a top State Department official held an 
unanounced meeting Wednesday with the leader of a group 
that joined forces with President Saddam Hussein to rout a 
rival faction earlier this month. 

State Department spokesman Nicholas Burns gave no 

etails about the meeting, which took place in Turkey. 

The U.S. side was led by Assistant Secretary of State 
Robert Pelletreau. Leading the Kurdish delegation was 
Kurdistan Democratic Party leader Massoud Barzani whose 
forces, with Iraqi help, repulsed the rival Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan Forces. Also attending the meeting was 
a leader of the Iraqi Turkomen community. 

Burns said the United States is also trying to arrange 
a meeting with PUK leader Jalal Talabani, whose troops 
have fled to a remote area near the Iranian border in 
northern Iraq. 

The United States wants an end to the increasingly 
bitter showdown that has turned Kurd against Kurd and gave 
an opening to Saddam that he was able to exploit. 

Burns talked about the meeting only in general terms. 
He said the participants discussed the ~“continuing U.S. 
interest in contributing to peace and stability in the 

egion and U.S. concerns about the humanitarian situation 
© the Kurds, Turkomen, Assyrians and others who live in 
e region.'' 

The group also discussed concerns about the safety of 
those affiliated with U.S. operations there. 

Barzani has said his link with Saddam Hussein was only 
temporary. 

Burns reaffirmed the U.S. hope that the alliance with 
Baghdad was indeed a ~~one-shot deal'' because ~~we don't 
see that the Iraqi Kurds can profit in the long term from 
an association from Saddam Hussein. On the contrary, we 
believe that such a relationship would be detrimental to 
them.'' 
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“Aircraft Carrier, Ground Troops Beef Up U.S. Presence < 
*Edss UPDATES 12th graf with Iran raising death toll in camp. ¢ 
“AP Photos KUWI@1, 143¢ 
“By ANDREW SELSKY= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

KUWAIT (AF) _ The United States forged ahead with its military 
buildup Thursday as more ground troops arrived in Kuwait and a 
second aircraft carrier sailed into the Gulf to help patrol the 
skies over Iraq. 

Further details, meanwhile, emerged of an incident in which 11 
Kurdish refugees were wounded when an Iranian refugee camp was hit 
by shell fire from artillery batteries inside Iraq. Iran claimed the 
shells were fired by Baghdad-backed Kurdish guerrillas, but the 
guerrillas denied that. 

Some 200 Americar soldiers arrived at Kuwait International 
Airport, the vanguard of 3,500 aditional U.S. troops sent by 
President Clinton to protect Kuwait. 

The soldiers from Fort Hood, Texas, join 1,28@ others who have 
been training in the Kuwaiti desert for several weeks. They are 
using 12@ Abrams M1-A1l tanks and 60 Bradley fighting vehicles that 
have been prepositioned here. 

Soon, more than 30,000 U.S. military personnel and 200 American 
planes will be in the region, most of them aboard about 35 ships in 
the Gulf. 

The American troop and weaponry buildup is pushing ahead, even 
though two weeks of tension sparked by the overrunning of a Kurdish 
safe haven in northern Iraq have begun to ease. 

Iraq has not fired on U.S. aircraft patrolling the northern and 
southern no-fly’’ zones since last week and both sides have toned 
down their rhetoric. The zones were established at the end of the 
1991 Gulf War to protect Kurds in the north and Shiite Muslims in 
the south. 

The USS Enterprise sailed into the Gulf on Thursday carrying 
about 75 warplanes and 8,9@@ personnel in its battle group, said 
Cmdr. T. McCreary, a U.S. Navy spokesman. It joins the carrier USS 
Carl Vinson, which has been involved in policing a no~fly zone in 
southern Iraq. 

U.S. officials said Wednesday that Iraqi air defense systems ha 
been radar tracking American and allied warplanes flying 
unchallenged through Iraqi skies. Lt. Col. Andrew Bourland said in 
an interview from the Saudi capital, Riyadh, that the tracking 
wasn’t considered a significant threat. 

“*‘We merely picked up an indication that their (radar) systems 
were turned on,’’ Bourland said. 

Fresh clashes involving Kurds were reported near the Iran-Iraq 
border Wednesday. 

Iran claimed Thursday that eight Iraqi Kurds, including three 
children, were killed when a large Iranian refugee camp was shelled 
from the Iraqi side of the border Wednesday. The Iranians claimed 
the shells were fired by the Iraqi army and a pro-Baghdad Kurdish 
guerrilla faction, the Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

In Geneva, the office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugee 
said 11 refugees had been wounded during shelling of the Siran Band 
refugee camp in Iran. It had no report of deaths. 

UNHCR spokeswoman Judith Melby said there was a **shooting 
incident’? on the Iraqi side of the border and *‘one can assume’’ it 
was between the two main Kurdish factions. 

‘“There was then shelling toward the camp of Siran Band, and 
there was a response by the Iranians ... and the situation was total 
panic in the camp,’* Ms. Melby said in Geneva. , 

On the Iraqi side of the border, a KDP commander denied shellin 
the Iranian camp. 

“*That’s all lies, we haven’t attacked that camp,’’ said the 
commander, Ghazi Atrushi. *“*‘We have strict orders not to attack the 
refugee camps,’’ he told Associated Press reporter Selcan Hacaoglu. 

U.S. and allied warplanes monitoring the no-fly zone in norther 
Iraq have not reported any Iraqi military activity in the area close 
to the camp. 

Iran said the camp provides shelter for about 35,000 Iraqi Kurd 
refugees who have crossed the border since the latest turmoil began 
Aug. 31. 


There have been no major battles in northern Iraq since Sept. 1 
when the Iraq-allied Kurdistan Democratic Party drove its Kurdish 
rivals out of the region. However, there have been several reports 
of small-scale skirmishes along the border. 

Residents of the Iraqi villages of Qal’at Dizah and Helshew sai 
they also had been shelled in recent days. They blamed the KDP. 

The latest crisis in Iraq began when Saddam sent troops to help 
Barzani take control of the Kurdish safe haven in northern Iraq. The 
Americans responded by firing cruise missiles on military targets in 
southern Iraq the following week. 
*(aos~-sh-mdm-gm) ¢ 


AF -LD-@9-19-96 1712G6NT< 














roi BC-US—-Pacific~Kurds-Guam 9-26 G2ei 
222 G8 nic ank 
“EC-US—Facifie-Kurds-Guam, @224 ¢ 
“Kurdish Refugees Settle In On Guam< 

ANDERSEN AIR FORCE BASE, Guam (AFD — The last of the 2,137 
Kurdish refugees fleeing Iraq for the United States reached this 
U.S. territory Friday as the military worked to settle them in. 

Fearing reprisals from Saddam Hussein, Kurds who worked for the 
United States and U.S. relief agencies fled to Turkey earlier this 
week. They and their families were housed in refugee camps there 
before being flown to this Pacific island. 

The Kurds are living in vacant military units, and food is beings 
provided. Military officials hope the Kurds will start making their 
own meals since the Kurds aren’t used to military fare of oatmeal, 
corn and other typical American foods. 

Large signs, in English and Arabic, have been put up to tell the 
Muslim Kurds that ‘This food is free from pork.’’ 

The base’s health clinic also tries to keep at least one female 
staffer on duty around the clock since some of the women don’t want 
male doctors and nurses touching them, said Air Force Capt. Heather 
Callum. Some of the Kurds were being treated for colds, dehydration 
and exhaustion. ; 

The airlift from Turkey began Tuesday. Federal immigration 
officials have arrived to begin processing the refugees for asylum 
into the United States. 
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“New U.S. Troops Deployed Near Iraq, More on the Way < 
*Eds: UPDATES grafs 17-26 with U.N. now saying 11 killed in 
Wednesday’s shelling of a refugee camp in Iran. ¢ 
“AP Photos Available< 
“By ANDREW SELSKY= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

KUWAIT (AP) _— American soldiers fanned out across the desert fo; 
live-fire exercises near the Iraqi border Friday, and more troops 
were on the way as the United States kept the pressure on Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein. 

The confrontation between the United States and Iraq has eased j 
the past week, but the Americans have continued their buildup in the 
Gulf. 

More than 36,006 U.S. military personnel will soon be in the Gu] 
compared to fewer than 26,000 before the crisis erupted three weeks 
ago. 

Two planeloads of American soldiers arrived in Kuwait Thursday 
from Fort Hood, Texas, and more were expected over the next few 
days. Some 3,560 soldiers of the ist Cavalry Division were ordered 
to Kuwait by President Clinton to augment a force of 1,280 who have 
been conducting war games in the desert since August. 

**The bad news is that we have to do it,’’ said Army Col. Rober! 
Pollard. Saddam **continues to flex his muscles, therefore we have 
to continue to deploy our forces, first to keep the peace in the 
region and secondly to protect national interests in the region.”’ 

U.S. troops checked out tanks and other armored vehicles that hj 
been stored at Camp Doha, outside, the capital, before heading out to 
the site of the war games. 

Nearby, another contingent of U.S. troops manned a Patriot 
missile battery, its desert-brown launchers pointed toward Iraq. 

Most of the U.S. personnel are deployed on about 35 ships in thé 
Gulf, including two aircraft carriers, the USS Enterprise and the 
USS Carl Vinson. 

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia are the only Gulf states hosting large 
numbers of American forces, with several thousand U.S. personnel in 
each country. : 

Iraq has been using radar to track U.S. aircraft patrolling the 
**no-fly?? zones over northern and southern Iraq, but it has not 

fired on any planes in the past week. 

The zones were established at the end of the 1991 Gulf War to 
protect Kurds in the north and Shiite Muslims in the south. 

In Washington, CIA Director John Deutch said the Kurdish factioi 
leader who forged a temporary alliance with Saddam Hussein late last 
month to rout a rival Kurdish faction is now seeking U.S. 
protection. 

“Mr. (Massoud) Barzani is urgently asking for our assistance t( 
make sure that he doesn’t become too dependent on Saddam Hussein,’’ 
Deutch said. 

Barzani met with U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Kobert 
Pelletreau in Turkey on Wednesday. 

Deutch also told the Senate Intelligence Committee that sanctioi 
imposed after the Gulf War haven’t weakened Saddam’s hold on power 
and Iraq's military might still threatens its neighbors. 

Saddam's position in the region actually has strengthened 
recently, he said. 

Meanwhile, the exact number of dead and wounded remained in 
dispute Friday following Wednesday’s shelling of a refugee camp in 
northwest Iran that’s hosting Iraqi Kurds who fled the recent 
turmoil. 

Iran claims eight Kurdish refugees were killed and they blame tl 
Iraqi army and the allied Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

In Geneva, Christiane Berthiaume, spokeswoman for the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees, said 11 refugees were killed in the 
bombardment of the Siran Band camp and 46 were wounded and taken to 
the hospital. 

The international humanitarian group Doctors Without Borders sa 
16 people were killed and 43 wounded. 

On the Iraqi side of the border, a Kurdistan Democratic Party 
commander denied shelling the Iranian camp. 

“*That’'s all lies. We haven't attacked that camp,’’ Ghazi Atrus| 
said. ‘‘We have strict orders not to attack the refugee camps.’’ 

Iran said the camp shelters about 35,@@@ Iraqi Kurd refugees. 

The latest crisis in Iraq erupted Aug. 31 when Saddam sent troo 
to help the Kurdistan Democratic Party take control of the Kurdish 
safe haven in northern Iraq. The Americans responded with cruise 
missile strikes on military targets in southern Iraq. 

(aos-tm-gm) 

AF-LD-@9-20-96 1044GNT< 














NCD7408~-~~~— 
ro ai BC-Kuwait-USTroops @9-19 @333 
intj nat nie nied. 888u wde ank uni 
“EC-Kuwait-US Troops 
“New Troops Frepare For War Games Near Iraq Border ¢ 
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“Ky ANDREW SELSKY= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

CAMP DOHA, Kuwait (AFD — The vanguard of U.S. troop 
reinforcements arriving in Kuwait started checking out Abrams tanks 
and Bradley fighting vehicles Thursday as they prepared to deploy 
close to the Iraqi border. 

Hundreds of the Mi-Al tanks and KRradleys are parked at the U.S. 
military staging post at Camp Doha west of Kuwait city, ready to 
participate in war games near the frontier. 

After examining the vehicles, the 2@@ soldiers of the Fort Hood, 
Texas~based ist Cavalry Division were to drive them out overnight, 
joining 1,200 other U.S. soldiers who have been here since August. 

Earlier, the reinforcements had arrived at Kuwait International 
Airport in a civilian chartered plane. 

Wearing green fatigues and armed with M-16 rifles and other 
weapons, they hopped off the plane into the searing heat and went 
into formation. 

U.S. Ambassador Ryan Crocker was among officials, including 
Kuwaiti commanders, who greeted the troops... 

‘America lives up to its commitments, it stands by its friends 
and the ist Cavalry is the unit that’s just put the iron into that 
commitment,’ Crocker said. 

‘There are a lot of Kuwaitis in this city that are going to 
sleep better tonight because the Ist Cavalry is here.’’ 

One of the U.S. commanders present, Naj. Gen. Robert Ivany, said 

we're here to show resolve and show deterrence and I can’t think 
of a better force to do it.’’ 

The 266 soldiers who arrived Thursday are part of a force of 
about 3,500 reinforcements that is heading for the emirate. 

Ky the time they have all arrived, there will be 115 tanks, 56 
Bradleys and thousands of U.S. troops participating in the war 
Hames. 

The military exercises were planned before the current crisis 
ever Iraq erupted, but they have since been expanded to include the 
reinforcements. 
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“New U.S. Troops Deployed Near Iraq, More on the Way< 
*Eds: UPDATES with U.S. troops on training exercises in Kuwaiti 
desert, quotes, color, minor editing to trim. <¢ 
“AFP Fhotos Available < 
“By ANDREW SELSKY= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

KUWAIT (AP) _ American soldiers fanned out across the desert fo 
live-fire exercises near the Iraqi border Friday, and more troops 
were on the way as the United States kept the pressure on Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein. 

The confrontation between the United States and Iraq has eased 
the past week, but the Americans have continued their buildup in the 
Gulf. 

Nore than 36,000 U.S. military personnel will soon be in the Gu 
compared to fewer than 20,6000 before the crisis erupted three weeks 
ago. 

Two planeloads of American soldiers arrived in Kuwait Thursday 
from Fort Hood, Texas, and more were expected over the next few 
days. Some 3,500 soldiers of the ist Cavalry Division were ordered 
to Kuwait by President Clinton to augment a force of 1,280 who have 
been conducting war games in the desert since August. 

“*The bad news is that we have to do it,’ said Army Col. Rober 
Follard. Saddam **continues to flex his muscles, therefore we have 
to continue to deploy our forces, first to keep the peace in the 
region and secondly to protect national interests in the region.” 

U.S. troops checked out tanks and other armored vehicles that h 
been stored at Camp Doha, outside the capital, before heading out to 
the site of the war games. 

Nearby, another contingent of U.S. troops manned a Patriot 
missile battery, its desert-brown launchers pointed toward Iraq. 

Most of the U.S. personnel are deployed on about 35 ships in th 
Gulf, including two aircraft carriers, the USS Enterprise and the 
USS Carl Vinson. 

~ Kuwait and Saudi Arabia are the only Gulf states hosting large 
numbers of American forces, with several’ thousand U.S. personnel in 
each country. - 
‘It was kind of hard for me to come over here, but we've got a 
job to do,’’ said Sgt. King Pollard, a veteran of the Gulf War. 

““When you get back home, what gets you the most are the change 
in your kids. You say ‘Are these really mine?’ You hardly recognize 
them,’*’ said Pollard, a father of three who is based in Fort Lewis, 

Wash. 

Iraq has been using radar to track U.S. aircraft patrolling the 
**no-fly’’ zones over northern and southern Iraq, but it has not 
fired on any planes in the past week. 

The zones were established at the end of the 1991 Gulf War to 
protect Kurds in the north and Shiite Muslims in the south. 

In Washington, CIA Director John Deutch said the Kurdish factio 
leader who forged a temporary alliance with Saddam Hussein late last 
month to rout a rival Kurdish faction is now seeking U.S. 
protection. 

“*Mr. (Massoud) Barzani is urgently asking for our assistance t 
make sure that he doesn’t become too dependent on Saddam Hussein,’? 

Deutch said. 

Barzani met with U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert 
Pelletreau in Turkey on Wednesday. 

Deutch also told the Senate Intelligence Committee that sanctio 
imposed after the Gulf War haven’t weakened Saddam’s hold on power 
and Iraq’s military might still threatens its neighbors. 

Saddam’s position in the region actually has strengthened 
recently, he said. 

In another development, there were conflicting claims Thursday 
about the shelling of a refugee camp in northwest Iran that’s 
hosting Iraqi Kurds who fled the recent turmoil. 

Iran claims eight Kurdish refugees were killed Wednesday, and 
they blame the Iraqi army and the allied Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

In Geneva, the office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugee 
said 11 refugees were wounded at the Siran Band camp, but it could 
not confirm any deaths. 

But the international humanitarian group Doctors Without Border 
said 10 people were killed and 43 wounded by artillery rounds. The 
organization said a two-member team witnessed the attack while 
setting up a dispensary at the camp. 

On the Iraqi side of the border, a Kurdistan Democratic Party 
commander denied shelling the Iranian camp. 

**That’s all lies. We haven’t attacked that camp,’’ Ghazi Atrust 
said. *‘We have strict orders not to attack the refugee camps.’’ 

Iran said the camp shelters about 35,00@ Iraqi Kurd refugees. 

The latest crisis in Iraq erupted Aug. 31 when Saddam sent troo}; 
to help the Kurdistan Democratic Party take control of the Kurdish 
safe haven in northern Iraq. The Americans responded with cruise 
missile strikes on military targets in southern Iraq. 
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“Turkish Prime Minister Hreaks Silence Over Iraq Crisis< 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — In his first public statements on the 
recent crisis in Iraq, Prime Minister Mecmettin Erbakan said Turkey 
does not share the U.S. concern about Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein 
being in power. ; 

““This is not our problem. We have no quarrel with any person iy 
BRaghdad,’* he told a luncheon with Turkish newspaper editors on 
Thursday. **That is the only concern of the United States.’’ 

The interview was reported Friday by the Ankara-based Turkish 
Daily News. 

Erbakan wanted to improve relations with Iraq shortly before the 
latest crisis broke. He sent two of his ministers to Baghdad last 
month and they were received by Saddam. 

Erbakan also suggested that one of the leading Iraqi Kurdish 
faction leaders, Jalal Talabani, should ‘‘also be respected’’ in 
efforts to reach a peaceful solution in northern Iraq. 

Talabani’s alliance with Iran led a rival group to turn to Sadda 
for aid last month. The Kurdistan Democratic Party proceeded to 
drive Talabani’s group out of northern Iraq. 

Before the fighting, the Iraqi Kurds had maintained an autonomou 
state in northern Iraq since the end of Guif War with the protection 
of a U.S.-led allied coalition force. 

Erbakan, the first Turkish leader to come from an Islamic party, 
eriticized the United States for not having a clear policy in 
northern Iraq. 

“*It seems the United States is undecided on what it actually 
wants here,’’ he said. 

Erbakan said Turkey would allow the allied operations to continu 
but only under Turkey’s terms. The mission is based at a southern 
Turkish base. 

“‘We are not against it but we want it to operate according to 
our own terms,’’ he added. 

The U.S. military coordination center was pulled out of northerr 
Iraq after the latest turmoil in northern Iraq. 

Although Washington said the center was relocated only 
temporarily, Turkey does not want the center to return to northern 
Iraq. 

Turkey has accused the allies of helping private aid groups that 
assisted Turkish Kurdish rebels. The Kurdistan Workers Party, which 
was not involved in the Iraqi fighting, has been fighting for 
autonomy in southeastern Turkey from bases in Iraq. 

; Erbakan said Turkey had two priorities regarding the Iraqi 
situation. **‘One is the elimination of the PKK and the other is 
increasing trade with Iraq and the people in northern Iraq.’ 

Turkey lost dirs 27 billion from the closure of a joint oil 
pipeline and the halting of trade with Iraq because of the U.N. 
sanctions against Iraq. 

Turkey wants a U.N. decision to reopen the pipeline to be put 
into effect and also to be granted an exemption from the embargo. 

The latest turmoil flared just weeks before the pipeline was to 
open. But the United Nations postponed its opening. 

Erbakan has remained silent about Washington’s latest 
confrontation with Iraq. But he has let his close aides openly 
eriticize the United States. 

‘At times when you remain silent you are also giving a 
message,’’ Erbakan said. ‘*‘Remaining silent can be a very effective 
attitude.’’ 

Erbakan, who heads the first Islamic~led government in the 
history of the Turkish republic and has been known for his 
anti-American rhetoric, refused to interrupt his weekend to see U.S. 
Secretary of Defense William Perry in Ankara on Monday. 
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“Ry ANDREW SELSKY= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

KUWAIT (AFD — In a show of U.S. resolve against Saddam Hussein, 
American troops opened up with automatic weapons as armored vehicles 
fired live artillery rounds into the desert sand near the Iraqi 
border in war games Friday. 

The hail of shrapnel and bullets was Washington’s message to tha 
Iraqi leader: do not threaten your neighbors again. 

While the latest confrontation between the United States and Ira 
has eased in the past week, the White House is continuing its 
military buildup in the Gulf. 

Hundreds of soldiers from the ist Cavalry Division arrived in 
Kuwait on Friday, part of an airlift bringing 3,500 soldiers from 
Fort Hood, Texas, to Kuwait within a few days. Fresident Clinton 
ordered them to Kuwait to augment a force of 1,200 that has been 
conducting exercises since August. 

Nore than 36,460 U.S. military personnel, most aboard ships, wil] 
soon be in the Gulf. Before the crisis erupted three weeks ayo, 
fewer than 2@,@0@ were deployed. ‘ 

The United States says the intent of the military exercises is { 
show Saddam the United States is ready to protect its oil-rich 
allies in the Gulf. 

“*It is a great opportunity to realistically do the same missioy 
we may be called on to do in combat,’”? Army Capt. Shane O’Kelly of 
New York City told reporters as armored vehicles rumbled past, 
kicking up plumes of sand. 

Simulating a counterattack by enemy’? forces about six miles 
(10 kms) from the Iraqi border, a platoon of American soldiers in a 
trench triggered a Claymore mine and fired live ammunition from 
M-16s and a .5S@ caliber machine gun. The targets were cutout figures 
of green-unifeormed troops. 

A half-dozen Bradley Fighting Vehicles raced across the desert 
past a group of camels, which appeared oblivious to the action. 

The BRradleys stopped, swiveled their turrets and fired their 
cannons. Two A-1@ Warthog warplanes screamed overhead but did not 
use their weapons. 

Suddenly, a soldier shouted, **Gas!’" The troops pulled gas mash 
) from their pouches and pulled them over their heads. One soldier, < 
one of two ‘‘wounded’’ in the mock firefight, was hauled out of the 
trench on a poncho and taken to an ambulance on tracks. 

Iraq has six divisions of troops in southern Iraq. No threatenii 
movements have been seen, said Lt. Col. Andy Bourland, a U.S. 
military spokesman in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

Iraq has been using radar to track U.S. aircraft patrolling the 
‘‘no-fly’’ zones over northern and southern Iraq, but it has not 
fired on any planes in the past week. The zones were established at 
the end of the 1991 Gulf War to protect Kurds in the north and 
Shiite Muslims in the south. 

Nostsonnel are deployed on about 35 ships in the Gulf, includini 
two aircraft carriers, the USS Enterprise and the USS Carl Vinson. 
The United States also sent eight radar-evading FI17A 
fighter-bombers and a Patriot missile battery to Kuwait in recent 
Gay S« 
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Kuwait and Saudi Arabia are the only Gulf states hosting large 
numbers of American forces, with several thousand U.S. personnel in 

each country. 
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“Newspapers U.S. Seeks Kurds’ Secession From Iraq ¢ 
“With Iraq¢ 
“Ky HAMNZA HENDAWI= 
‘Associated Press Writer= 
> BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — Iraq accused the United States on Saturday 
of working for the secession of the country’s Kurdish north, where 
the Iraqi government asserted control this month for the first time 
in five years. 

An editorial in the government daily al~Jumburiya said 
Washington’s actions were a reaction to the “‘master stroke 
delivered to the centers of conspiracy which the United States 
depended on in the north of Iraq.’’ 

' Iraqi President Saddam Hussein sent his army into northern Iraq 
late in August to support one Kurdish faction _— the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party of Massoud Barzani _ against its rival, the 
Fatriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

With Saddam’s help, the KDF routed Jalal Talabani’s PUK and now 
controls most of the region. 

The United States and its Western allies declared northern Iraq 

‘safe haven’’ for Iraqg’s Kurds after the Gulf War coalition drove 
Saddam’s forces from Kuwait in 1991. 

The United States retaliated against Iraq for intervening in 
northern Iraq with missile strikes on Sept. 3 and 4 and has been 
e massing troops, planes and ships in the Gulf against any potential 

threat to Iraq’s neighbors from Saddam. 

‘‘There is a deliberate American effort to separate Iraq’s north 
from the rest of the country,’’ al-SJumhuriya said in its editorial, 
signed by editor in chief Salah al~Mukhtar. 

‘“*‘What happened in the past three weeks has proven without a 
shred of doubt that America has worked and mobilized its resources 
««« to divide Iraq. But the will of the Iraqi people, both Arabs and 
Kurds, has foiled the scheme.’’ 

Al~Jumhuriya, which like the rest of Iraq’s media reflects 
“government thinking, has in the past three weeks been jubilantly 
reporting Saddam’s efforts to reassert his control over the Kurdish 
north. 

The media also have been giving prominence to reports of 
yovernment food and fuel stocks again being made available in the 
north. State-run television and radio have been airing Kurdish songs 
and dances. 

And residents of Kaghdad, the capital, say there has been a 
dramatic increase in the number of people seen in public wearing 
ie traditional Kurdish costumes _ baggy trousers for men and brightly 
colored dresses for women. 

The future of northern Iraq, patrolled by U.S. and allied 
warplanes since 1991 to enforce the no-fly zone, has become of 
paramount interest to Washington and neighboring Turkey and Iran _ 
home to sizeable Kurdish minorities _ since the KDP’s victory. 

Turkey, which has been fighting Kurdish guerrillas seeking an 
independent Kurdish state inside Turkey, opposes the creation of an 
autonomous Kurdish region in northern Iraq. 

““We are confident that the Iraqi Kurdish parties are convinced 
that the only practical solution with a chance of success for the 
problem of north Iraq is for it to return to the great Iraqi 
homeland, especially after the very bitter experience of the past 
five years,’’ al-Jumhuriya said. 
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“Turkey Says Mo Change Over Its Iraqi Policy< 
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“Ry ZEYNEFP ALEMDAR= 
“Associated Press Writer= - 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _— Turkey on Sunday said that Iraq could 
restore its authority in the northern part of the country only if it 
complied with the U.N. Security Council resolutions dictated after 
the Gulf War. 

Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller said in a written statement that 
there was a need to “‘clarify Turkey’s position once again’’ after 
the publication of a newspaper report that could lead to *‘serious 
misunderstandings’’ over the matter. 

**There is no change in Turkey’s position «...,7’ Mrs. Ciller 
said. **There is no basic difference between the U.S. and Turkish 
stance.?? 

The New York Times reported on Saturday that Mrs. Ciller has 
urged Saddam Hussein to assert control over northern Iraq. 

The newspaper quoted Ciller as saying ‘‘we have sent a delegati 
to Saddam (Hussein) to tell him that if he can impose central 
authority there, OK.’? 

**Iraq has to meet all its obligations cited under the U.N. 
Security Council resolutions to restore its authority in northern 
Iraq,’’ Mrs. Ciller’s statement said. 

““We never asked from the Iraqi government to send troops in th 
no~fly zone. We did not even make a hint of it,’’ she added. 

Mrs. Ciller repeated Turkey’s long-standing position that her 
country was not happy with the power vacuum in northern Iraq, which 
the Kurdistan Workers Party uses as a base for launching hit-and-run 
attacks inside Turkey as part of its war for an autonomous tegion in 
the southeast of the country. 

““There is a need for a local authority in the northern lands o 
Iraq until Iraq regains its sovereignty in the entire northern 
region,’’ Mrs. Ciller said. She said the local authority should be 
shared by the local population, including Kurds and Turkmens. 

Mes. Ciller said Turkey would rather have the forces of one of 
the Iraqi Kurdish groups, led by Massoud Barzani, wipe out the 
Turkish Kurdish rebels in the area. ‘‘Turkey is ready to assist him 
for this purpose,’”’ she said. 

But she said Turkey was also ready to take all the necessary 
measures on its own to stop the PKK’s “‘terrorist activities’’ 
originating from northern Iraq. 

Turkey announced an intention to declare a security zone across 
the border after the latest turmoil in northern Iraq, when Barzani 
turned to Baghdad for help to beat a rival group. 

Turkey stages land and air operations in northern Iraq to crack 
down on the PKK several times a year. 

Ciller said in the Friday interview that Turkey would continue 
allow U.S. jets to take off from Turkish bases to patrol **no-fly’? 
zones over Iraq. 

A senior U.S. State Department official, speaking on condition 
anonymity, told The Times that Ciller’s remarks do not reflect what 
Turkey said to U.S. officials earlier. 

On Aug. 31, Saddam sent troops to help a Kurdish faction oust a 

vival Iran-backed Kurdish group in northern Iraq. The Americans 
responded by firing cruise missiles on military targets in southern 
Iraq. 

Ciller told the paper that the lack of authority in northern Ira 
has been “‘tragic’’ for Turkey, and that it is that state of affairs 
that had led the country to seek Saddam’s assistance. 

Mrs. Ciller, a former prime minister, has had the leading role i 
the government throughout the latest turmoil in northern Iraq. 

Her pro-western center-right party is the junior coalition 
partner in the Islamic-led yovernment. 

Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan, who wants to normalize ties 
with Iraq and start trade with it, remained mostly quiet. 

Turkey lost dlrs 27 billion after the closure of joint oil 
pipeline and the loss of trade with Iraq after the United Nations 
imposed an economic embargo against Baghdad following its invasion 
of Kuwait six years ago. 

Erbakan said in his first statement over the issue Thursday tha 
Turkey had two priorities regarding the Iraqi situation. **One is 
the elimination of the PKK and the other is increasing trade with 
Iraq and the people in northern Iraq.’’ 
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“Turkey Says No Change Over Its Iraqi Policy< 
*Eds: INSERTS graf 7 to expand on Security Council resolutions. ¢ 
“By ZEYNEP ALEMDAR= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (APD _ Turkey on Sunday said that Iraq could 
restore its authority in the northern part of the country only if it 
complied with the U.N. Security Council resolutions dictated after 
the Gulf War. 

Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller said in a written statement that 
there was a need to ‘‘clarify Turkey’s position once again’’ after 
the publication of a newspaper report that could lead to ‘serious 
misunderstandings’’ over the matter. 

**There is no change in Turkey’s position ...,7" Mrs. Ciller 
said. *‘There is no basic difference between the U.S. and Turkish 
stance.’? 

The New York Times reported on Saturday that Mrs. Ciller has 
urged Saddam Hussein to assert control over northern Iraq. 

The newspaper quoted Ciller as saying “‘we have sent a delegati 
to Saddam (Hussein) to tell him that if he can impose central 
authority there, OK.” 

**Iraq has to meet all its obligations cited under the U.N. 
Security Council resolutions to restore its authority in northern 
Iraq,’ Mrs. Ciller’s statement said. 

The resolutions include an obligation to refrain from oppressing 
the Kurdish population. 

“*We never asked from the Iraqi government to send troops in th 
no-fly zone. We did not even make a hint of it,’’ she added. 

Mrs. Ciller repeated Turkey’s long-standing position that her 
country was not happy with the power vacuum in northern Iraq, which 
the Kurdistan Workers Party uses as a base for launching hit-and-run 
attacks inside Turkey as part of its war for an autonomous region in 
the southeast of the country. 

‘*There is a need for a local authority in the northern lands o 
Iraq until Iraq regains its sovereignty in the entire northern 
region,’’ Mrs. Ciller said. She said the local authority should be 
shared by the local population, including Kurds and Turkmens. 

Mrs. Ciller said Turkey would rather have the forces of one of 
the Iraqi Kurdish groups, led by Massoud Barzani, wipe out the 
Turkish Kurdish rebels in the area. ‘‘Turkey is ready to assist him 
for this purpose,’’ she said. 

But she said Turkey was also ready to take all the necessary 
measures on its own to stop the PKK’s ‘‘terrorist activities’’ 
originating from northern Iraq. * 

Turkey announced an intention to declare a security zone across 
the border after the latest turmoil in northern Iraq, when Barzani 
turned to Baghdad for help to beat a rival group. 

Turkey stages land and air operations in northern Iraq to crack 
down on the PKK several times a year. 

Ciller said in the Friday interview that Turkey would continue 
allow U.S. jets to take off from Turkish bases to patrol *‘no-fly’’ 
zones over Iraq. 

A senior U.S. State Department official, speaking on condition 
anonymity, told The Times that Ciller’s remarks do not reflect what 
Turkey said to U.S. officials earlier. 

On Aug. 31, Saddam sent troops to help a Kurdish faction oust a 
rival Iran-backed Kurdish group in northern Iraq. The Americans 
responded by firing cruise missiles on military targets in southern 
Iraq. 

Ciller told the paper that the lack of authority in northern Ir 
has been ‘‘tragic’’ for Turkey, and that it is that state of affairs 
that had led the country to seek Saddam’s assistance. 

Mrs. Ciller, a former prime minister, has had the leading role 
the government throughout the latest turmoil in northern Iraq. 

Her pro-western center-right party is the junior coalition 
partner in the Islamic-led government. 

Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan, who wants to normalize ties 
with Iraq and start trade with it, remained mostly quiet. 

Turkey lost dirs 27 billion after the closure of joint oil 
pipeline and the loss of trade with Iraq after the United Nations 
imposed an economic embargo against Baghdad following its invasion 
of Kuwait six years ago. 

Erbakan said in his first statement over the issue Thursday tha 
Turkey had two priorities regarding the Iraqi situation. ‘‘One is 
the elimination of the PKK and the other is increasing trade with 
Iraq and the people in northern Iraq.’’ 
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“Planes From Carrier Enterprise Join The Iraq Watch<¢ 
“Eds: UPDATES throughout with color from aircraft carrier, military 
spokesman saying no Iraqi radar surveillance in past two days. TRIMS 
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“By ANDREW SELSKY= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ABOARD THE USS ENTERPRISE (AP) _ U.S. warplanes roared off the 
deck of the Enterprise to patrol the skies over Iraq on Saturday, 
fully loaded to retaliate if they’re fired on. 

Commander Alex Hnarakis, chief of the aircraft carrier’s squadr 
of F-14K Tomeat jet fighters, said pilots were scoping out potential 
targets in case Iraq fires at U.S. planes again or takes other 
offensive action. 

The Enterprise arrived in the Gulf on Thursday. On Saturday, it 
planes joined others _ some from a second carrier in the Gulf, the 
USS Carl Vinson _ patrolling the no-fly zones over Iraq. 

Although U.S. Defense Secretary William Perry promised a 
**disproportionate’’ response to Iraq’s Sept. 11 missile attack on 
U.S. planes, Washington cooled its rhetoric after finding many of 
its allies disapproved. 

The latest confrontation with Iraq began three weeks ago when 
Saddam sent his troops into a Western-protected safe haven in 
northern Iraq. The United States responded by destroying Iraqi 
air-defense installations and extending the reach of a no-fly zone 
over southern Iraq. 

Iraq has an array of radar-guided surface-to-air missiles and Mi 
fighter planes and is fully capable of downing an American plane. 

U.S. helicopter-borne search-and-rescue teams were on the ready 
in Kuwait to retrieve any downed airmen. Amid the confrontation with 
Iraq, Washington also ordered a Patriot missile battery, eight 
radar-evading F-117 fighter-bombers and 3,000 U.S. troops to the 
desert emirate. 

As the Enterprise’s Tomcat pilots broke up a mission briefing, 
strapped on survival gear and headed for their planes, Hnarakis told ‘ 
a reporter that if the Iraqis fired more missiles, striking at the 
launchers alone would be insufficient retaliation. 

**Shooting at anti-air is like shooting at the arrow, not at th 
archer,’’ he said. **‘Command bunkers, air defense operations centers 
_ the places where the people who gather the raw information and do 
the decision-making, you'd certainly want to be hitting stuff like 
that.’ : 

No attacks by Iraq has been reported since the missile firing 
earlier this month, which hit no allied aircraft. 

In the Saudi Arabian capital, Riyadh, U.S. military spokesman L 
Col. Andrew Bourland said Iraq’s military “‘has been very quiet’’ 
over the last two days, with no radar surveillance of the U.S. 
warplanes flying over the country. 

Aboard the Enterprise, Cmdr. Peter Frano, leader of the ship’s 
A-6 Intruder squadron and a Gulf War veteran, believes the U.S. show 
of force is necessary to warn off Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein. 

*“*You have to be careful with this man,’’ said Frano. ‘‘We don’ 
know if he’s planning something else. That’s why we're here.’’ 

The Enterprise’s voyage marks the first time F-14B planes, 
normally used in air-to-air combat, are equipped to strike targets 
on land with laser-guided bombs, Hnarakis said. And it also marks 
one of the last times that A-6 Intruder planes, which are being 
phased out, will be used in military missions. 

The Enterprise had been in the Adriatic, its planes patrolling 
no-fly zones over former Yugoslavia, when it was ordered to set sail 
for the Gulf. 

Also Saturday, another 366 U.S. soldiers were flown into Kuwait, 
raising to 3,060 the number of American troops deployed in the small 
emirate to protect it and to keep up the pressure on Saddam. 

They are part of a ground-troop buildup that began Thursday aft 
U.S. President Bill Clinton ordered thousands more troops to head to 
the Gulf. 
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“Turkey Denies Encouraging Saddam To Re-impose Authority ¢ 
“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _ Turkey on Sunday denied reports that it h 
encouraged Saddam Hussein to side with a Kurdish faction to 
re-impose its authority over northern Iraq. 

‘“*We haven’t told anyone, “Come, take Irbil,’’? Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan told reporters. 

Kurdish leader Massoud Barzani, in what he has called a one-tim 
deal, asked Saddam to help him capture the biggest Kurdish city, 

Irbil, from his rival on Aug. 31. The taking of the city led to 
further victories by Barzani, who largely drove his rival’s forces 
from the region. 

“*‘We have been watching all these developments taking place 
outside our domain,’’ Erbakan said. ‘‘We were surprised by the Irbil 
incident. Turkey does not get involved in anyone’s internal 
affairs.’? 

The Mew York Times reported on Saturday that Turkish Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller has urged Saddam Hussein to assert control 
over northern Iraq. 

Mes. Ciller said in a written statement Sunday that there was a 
need to clarify Turkey’s position once again’’ after the 
publication of a report that could lead to *‘serious 
misunderstandings’’ over the matter. 

**There is no change in Turkey’s position «...,°? Mrs. Ciller 
said. **‘There is no basic difference between the U.S. and Turkish 
stance.** 


ss 


*““Iraq has to meet all its obligations cited under the U.N. 
Security Council resolutions to restore its authority in northern 
Iraq,’’ Mrs. Ciller’s statement said. 

The resolutions include an obligation to refrain from oppressing 
the Kurdish population. 

The newspaper quoted Ciller as saying ‘‘We have sent a deleygati 
to Saddam (Hussein) to tell him that if he can impose central 
authority there, OK.7? 

Jalal Talabani, the defeated Iraqi Kurdish leader, blamed the 
Turkish government for brokering the collaboration between his rival 
and Saddam, a Turkish daily reported Sunday. 

‘“‘Ankara sent two ministers to Baghdad to offer a three-way 
alliance between Barzani, Turkey and Iraq,’’ Talabani told the 
Turkish daily Milliyet during an interview at the Zeli camp near the 
Iranian border. 

‘“*When Saddam's tanks rolled into Irbil, America told us they 
couldn’t hit Iraq because Turkey and France were not allowing it,’’ 
Talabani was quoted by Milliyet as saying. 

A U.S.-led allied air force including French jets are based in 
southern Turkey to enforce a no~fly zone in northern Iraq, set up 
after the Gulf War to protect the Kurds from Saddam. 

Mes. Ciller repeated Turkey’s long-standing position that her 
country was not happy with the power vacuum in northern Iraq, which 
the Kurdistan Workers Party uses as a base for launching hit-and-run 
attacks inside Turkey as part of its war for an autonomous region in 
the southeast of the country. 

“*There is a need for a local authority in the northern lands o 
Iraq until Iraq regains its sovereignty in the entire northern 
region,’’ Mrs. Ciller said. She said the authority should be shared 
by the local population, including Kurds and Turkmens. 

Mrs. Ciller said Turkey would rather have BKarzani’s forces wipe 
out the Turkish Kurdish rebels in the area. ‘*Turkey is ready to 
assist him for this purpose,’’ she said. 

But she said Turkey was also ready to take all the necessary 
heasures on its own to stop the PKK's “‘terrorist activities’’ 
originating from northern Iraq. 

Turkey stages land and air operations in northern Iraq to crack 
down on the PKK several times a year. 

Mrs. Ciller, a former prime minister, has had the leading role i 
the government throughout the latest turmoil in northern Iraq. 

Her pro-western center-right party is the junior coalition 
partner in the [slamic-led government of Erbakan. 
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“U.S. Says Saddam ‘Backing Off? ¢ 
“By DONALD MH. ROTHRERG= 
“AF Diplomatic Writer= 

STOCKHOLM (AP) — Signaling an easing of tensions in the Guif, 
U.S. Defense Secretary William Perry said Sunday that one of two 
U.S. aircraft carriers in the region might leave next month. 

*“*All the evidence I’ve seen the last four or five days is 
positive,’’ Perry said on a flight from Finland to Sweden. “*I truly 
believe Iraq is backing off the threatening actions they were taking 
a week ago. But we will watch it very carefully, very carefully, 
every day, every hour.’7’ 

If there is no increase in tension, the USS Carl Vinson could 
leave the Middle East next month and return to its home port in 
Washington state, he said. 

Ferry, in northern Europe to confer with his counterparts and 
attend a NATO meeting in Norway, said the 5,000 U.S. troops now 
engaged in war games in Kuwait will remain several months to 
complete their training. : 

“*‘We have no plans at this time to send any more forces than 
we've already sent in,’’ said Perry. When the training exercise in 
Kuwait ends, he said, ‘‘we'll take a look at what the situation 
is.?3 

With the help of the Iraqi army, one Kurdish faction swept 
through northern Iraq and now controls virtually all of the Kurdish 
safe haven established by the United States and its allies in 1991 
to protect the Kurds from Saddam. 

The United States responded with missile strikes on Sept. 3 and 
4, and extended the no~fly zone over southern Iraq. The United 
States has pressed ahead with a military buildup. 

The Iraqi army fired several missiles at U.S. warplanes 
patrolling over Iraq on Sept. li and 12, but did not hit any. In the 
face of criticism from many U.S. allies, the administration backed 
off any counterattack. 

In an interview on Fox television Sunday, Mizar Hamdoon, Iraq's 
ambassador to the United Nations, said the U.S. troops in Kuwait 
“are only going to raise the tension in the area.’"? Saddam's Aug. 

2, 1998 invasion of Kuwait started a process that led to a 148—-hour 
ground war in February 1991 to drive the Iraqis out. 

He said Iraq wants ‘‘some sort of dialogue between the two 
yovernments. I think there are lots of ways to try to figure out how 
toa get an improvement to the situation, to lessen the tension.’?’ 

On the same network, Washington's U.N. ambassador, Madeleine 
Albright, said the United States would agree to allow Iraqi oil 
sales for humanitarian purposes only after the situation in northern 
Iraq has become ‘“‘such that allows the United Nations to feel 
confortable enough to send in monitors.’? 
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“Christopher Welcomes Turkish Assurances On Ties To Saddam< 
“Ky RORERT BURNS= 
“Associated Fress Writer= a 

NEW YORK CAF) — U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher 
welcomed assurances by Turkey’s foreign minister Monday that her 
country supports U.S. policy on Iraq and is not encouraging Saddam 
Hussein to extend his influence in northern Iraq. 

“As a result of today’s meeting, Turkey and the United States 
firmly agree that Saddam’s influence in northern Iraq should be 
minimized,’’ State Department spokesman Nicholas Burns said after 
Christepher spoke with Tansu Ciller,. 

Christopher and Mrs. Ciller were in New. York toa attend the Unit 
Nations General Assembly. He was meeting later with Russian Foreign 
Minister Yevgeny Frimakov, and the matter of President Boris 
Yeltsin’s heart trouble was expected to arise. 

In Washington, President Clinton said he was not worried that 
Yeltsin’s health problems will destabilize the government since the 
former Communist nation had ‘*‘come a long way in developing the 
constitutional mechanism of authority.’? 

‘“They have worked out the relationships that will exist betwee 
President Yeltsin and Prime Minister (Viktor) Chernomyrdin, ’? 

Clinton said. **f feel comfortable right now that our relationships 
le: will proceed on a normal course and a positive one.’’ 

Kefore her 48-minute meeting with Christopher at a New York 
hotel, Mrs. Ciller told reporters she had been misunderstood in a _ 
New York Times interview last Friday as saying her government was 
talking with Saddam about establishing enough control in northern 
Iraq to chase out Turkish Kurds waging a separatist guerrilla war 
against Turkey. 

““‘We are worried about the security of our borders,’”’ she said, 
speaking English. *‘We want to stop the influx of refugees through 
our borders. But we cannot ask Saddam to do that for us,’* because 
of limitations imposed by U.N. resolutions. 

“‘We have lived up to all that was asked from us by the United 
States,’’ she added, 

Burns said Ciller’s earlier reported remarks **‘caused some 
Bp anxiety in Washington,’’ since the Clinton administration is 

striving to reduce Saddam’s influence in the region and has resorted 
to military action to hem him in further, 

Christopher was satisfied that Turkey is not collaborating with 
Saddam, Burns said. 

Mrs. Ciller told Christopher that Turkish Kurds, known as the 
PKK, whe are fighting a separatist war from bases in northern Iraq, 
are increasing their attacks on Turkish government forces, Killing 
an average of three soldiers a day. 

To block cross-border incursions by the Kurdish rebels, Turkey 
has established a ‘‘security zone’’ in northern Iraq. Burns said 
Christepher told Ciller the Clinton administration did not object to 
that so long as it was not permanent. 

““He said the United States will. continue to support the Turkis 
security zone, that our understanding is that it would be temporary 
in duration, and Mrs. Ciller concurred in that,?? Burns said. 
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“Christopher Announces ‘Milestone’ Missile Defense Deal < 
“Ede: RECAPS previous; UPDATES with Christopher-Frimakov statements 
on defense agreement. ¢ 
“Ky ROBERT BURNS= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 

NEW YORK (AF) — U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher and 
his Russian counterpart announced a ‘‘milestone’’? agreement 
clarifying the legality of certain American weapons used to defend 
against slower-flying ballistic missiles. : 

“*This important progress assures that we can effectively defen 
against theater ballistic missiles while ensuring the integrity of 
the Anti~Kallistic Missile Treaty,’’ Christopher said Monday after 
meeting with Russian Foreign Minister Yevgeny Frimakov. 

““We reached a milestone,’’ he said. 

Washington and Moscow have argued for years over identifying 
those anti-missile defensive systems, such as the U.S. Army’s 
Patriot air defense system, that are allowed under the 1972 ARM 
Treaty and those capable of shooting down long-range missiles, which 
are expressly limited under the treaty. 

Lynn Davis, a State Department official, told reporters later 
that Christopher and’Frimakoyv had confirmed a detailed agreement 

worked out in June and that they expect the documents to be formally 
signed by the end of October. : 

In practical terms, Ms. Davis said, the accord clarifies the 
legality of a new-generation anti-missile system under development 
by the Fentagon called the Theater High Altitude Area Defense 
system, which is designed to shoot down incoming ballistic missiles 
at far greater ranges than the Patriot is capable of. 

The deal applies to those anti-missile missiles that fly at 
speeds no greater than 3 kilometers per second. Discussions on 
faster-flying missiles will be the next step, the officials said. 

Those talks are to begin in October. 

Primakov, appearing before reporters with Christopher, said the 
accord will have a “‘significant, positive effect’’ on debate in the 
Russian Duma, the national legislature, on ratifying the START II 
nuclear arms reduction treaty which the U.S. Congress already has 
ratified. 

In their 3 1/2-hour meeting at a New York hotel, Christepher an 
Primakoyv also discussed but reached no new agreements on NATO’s 
expansion plans, Russia’s relations with NATO, the Bosnian elections 
and the situation in Iraq, State Department spokesman Nicholas Burns 
said. 














Earlier MNonday, Christopher welcomed assurances by Turkey’s 
foreign minister that her country supports U.S. policy on Iraq and 
is not encouraging Saddam Hussein to extend his influence in 
northern Iraq. 

“As a result of today’s meeting, Turkey and the United States 
firmly agree that Saddam’s influence in northern Iraq should be 
minimized, ’’ KBuens told reporters. 

Christopher and Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller were in New York 
attend the opening of the U.N. General Assembly session. 

In Washington, Fresident Clinton said he was net worried that 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin’s health problems will destabilize 
the government since the former Communist nation had *‘came a long 
way in developing the constitutional mechanism of authority.?? 

*“*They have worked out the relationships that will exist betwee 
President Yeltsin and Prime Minister (Viktor) Chernomyrdin,’’ 

Clinton said. ‘‘I feel comfortable right now that our relationships 
will proceed on a normal course and a positive one.’’ 

Refore her 4@-minute meeting with Christopher at a New York 
hotel, Mrs. Ciller told reporters she had been misunderstood in a 
New York Times interview last Friday as saying her government was 
talking with Saddam about establishing enough control in northern 
Iraq to chase out Turkish Kurds waging a separatist querrilla war 
against Turkey. 

‘“*We are worried about the security of our borders,’ she said, 
speaking English. *‘‘We want to stop the influx of refugees through 
our borders. But we cannot ask Saddam to do that for us,’? because 
of limitations imposed by U.N. resolutions. 

“*‘We have lived up to all that was asked from us by the United 
States,’’ she added. 

Kkurns said Ciller’s earlier reported remarks “caused same 
anxiety in Washington,’’ since the Clinton administration is 
striving to reduce Saddam’s influence in the region and has resorted 
to military action to hem him in further. 

Christopher was satisfied that Turkey is not collaborating with 
Saddam, Burns said. 

Mes. Ciller told Christopher that Turkish Kurds, knewn as the 
PKK, who are fighting a separatist war from bases in northern Iraq, 
are increasing their attacks on Turkish government forces, killing 
an average of three soldiers a day. 

To block cross-border incursions by the Kurdish rebels, Turkey 
has established a “‘*security zone’? in northern Iraq. Burns said 
Christopher told Ciller the Clinton administration did not ebject to 
that so long as it was not permanent. 

*““He said the United States will continue to support the Turkis 
security zone, that our understanding is that it would be temporary 
in duration, and Mrs. Ciller concurred in that,”” Burns said. 
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“Massive Disarmament Program To Make Life Safer, Barzani Stronger< 
“AF Photos IRB1@1,142,183<¢ 
“By TONY SNITH= 
*Associated Press Writer= 

KHALADIN, Iraq (APD _ The trashed houses of the wealthy Sourchi 
clan in this mountain village are proof that short-lived alliances, 
treachery, family feuds and bloody revenge killings _— all hallmarks 
of Kurdish history — are still alive in these rugged passes and deep 
gorges tracing the centuries-old silk route. 

For now, Massoud Barzani’s Kurdistan Democratic Party, aided by 
Saddam Hussein, has won the upper hand across Iraqi Kurdistan by 
driving his rival Jalal Talabani’s Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
across the border into Iran. But can he keep control? 

Wary of the fractiousness that plunged his people into civil wa 
two years ago, Barzani is starting a massive disarmament program to 
make life safer for ordinary Kurds but also to weaken his political 
opponents. 

One of the first steps Barzani took after expelling Talabani'’s 
PUK Sept. 16, was to close arms bazaars in towns and cities under 
his control. 

The next step is to disarm militias run by the various parties, 
confiscate their weapons an4 P.V$.4z"'!*1j5 IMNJ9Q= 
@®unified regional army. Then, police are to perform house searches 
to turn up any stray or hidden guns and materiel, KDP officials say. 
im is to clamp down on violent crime and political 
infighting in a region where more than 100,@@@ men currently bear 
arms, according to Premier-designate Roj Nouri. 

““The program should allow us to create a normal civic life, 
where citizens’ security and property can be guaranteed,’”’ Nouri 
told The AP in an interview. 
“MORE ¢ . 
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““No party should have a militia, not even the KDF. All must be 
equal before the law,’’ he added. 

But as first among equals, it is the triumphant KDP that is 
dishing out cabinet posts to Islamic, Communist, and ethnic Turcoman 
and Assyrian parties but has excluded the PUK. The KDP is almost 
certain to take control of the freshly created ministry for 
Peshmerga, or military. 

Local KDP branches are charged with collecting weapons from oth 
parties’ militias. 

So far, the plan seems to be working. 

In the Iraqi Kurdish capital of Irbil, guns are no longer on sh 
at the main bazaar. And due to the slump in demand, even the price 
of a Chinese-built Kalashnikov available under the counter has 
dropped S@ percent to 4,@0@ Iraqi dinars (dlrs 16@). 

In Diyanah, a small silk route town famed until weeks ago for i 
abundant selection of machine guns, pistols, night sight binoculars, 
hand and even rocket-propelled grenades, the arms market is dusty 
and deserted. 

The battered metal doors on surrounding shacks are chained and 
padlocked. The KDP branch has collected nearly 2,004 guns from 
former PUK supporters, said young local party official Abdulwahid 
Guani. 

““BRefore, militias would kill each other left, right and center 
like cowboys, and there were thieves around like Ali Baba,’’ said 
) Abdurrahman Molla Rasul, a KDF soldier in Diyanah. ‘*If we have a 

real government, we don’t need guns. We don’t want Ali Babas round 

here any more.’? 
“MORE ¢ 
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**Talabani finish, Ali Baba finish!"”’ he added, switching from 
rapid-fire Kurdish to broken English. 

According to Rasul, one such Ali Baba was Aga Hussein Sourchi, 
local millionaire merchant who lived and died in Khaladin at the top 


of a nearby pass where bandits have waylaid silk-laden travelers for 
hE Ee 

















Sourchi was killed last June when KDF forces attacked the 
village. Local commander Brig. Muhamad Said Hassan said Sourchi and 
iS KDE fighters were killed in a firefight. Other Kurds whisper that 
Karzani had Sourchi executed in front of family members. Their 
houses were razed. One faction of the clan fled, the other, loyal to 
the KDF, stayed. 

Sourchi'’s nephew had been collaborating with the PUK and was 
sabotaging KDF actions from the village, well inside KDP territory 
at the time, Hassan said. 

**He wanted to hand over this area to the PUK. It was a 
copnspiracy. He was a chameleon,’’ concluded the brigadier, a jovial 
veteran of the Iran-Iraq war and Kurdish infighting. 

‘*These people have no principles,’”’ he said. 

Asked if Barzani could hold sway over the various Kurdish 
factions that still exist despite Talabani’s flight, Hassan said he 
was canfident in his leader. 

Rut he warned: ‘‘Anything is possible. Talabani came from nowhe 
to create problems for the immortal mullah Mustafa (Rarzani’s 
father) and for his son. Let’s hope history does not repeat 
itself.’’ 

(ts) 
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“Massive Disarmament Program To Make Life Safer, Barzani Stronger <¢ 
“AP Fhotos IRB1I@1, 162, 103<¢ 
“Ky TOMY SMITH= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 

KHALADIN, Iraq (APD — The trashed houses of the wealthy Sourchi 
clan in this mountain village are proof that short-lived alliances, 
treachery, family feuds and bloody revenge killings — all hallmarks 
of Kurdish history — are still alive in these ruyyged passes and deep 
gorges tracing the centuries-old silk route. 

For now, Massoud Barzani’s Kurdistan Democratic Party, aided hy 
Saddam Hussein, has won the upper hand across Iraqi Kurdistan by 
driving his rival Jalal Talabani’s Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
across the border into Iran. But can he keep control? 

Wary of the fractiousness that plunged his people into civil wa 
two years age, Barzani is starting a massive disarmament program toa 
make life safer for ordinary Kurds but also to weaken his political 
opponents. 

One of the first steps Harzani took after expelling Talabani’s 
PUK Sept. 16, was to close arms bazaars in towns and cities under 
his control. 

The next step is to disarm militias run by the various parties, 
confiscate their weapons and merge some of their members into a 
unified regional army. Then, police are to perform house searches to 
turn up any stray or hidden guns and materiel, KDF officials say. 

The aim is to clamp down on violent crime and political 
infighting in a region where more than 10@,@0@@ men currently bear 
arms, acearding to FPremier-designate Koj Nouri. 

*““The program should allow us to create a normal civic life, 
where citizens’ security and property can be gquaranteed,’’ Mouri 
told The AF in an interview. 
“MORE ¢ 
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“Turkish Foreign Minister Calls for Iraq Sanctions Compensation, EU 
Nembershap <¢ 
“By SLOBODAN LEKIC= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

WASHINGTON (AFD — Turkish Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller asked th 

West Thursday to compensate her country for dirs @7 billion in 
losses it incurred in complying with U.N. economic sanctions against 
Iraq. 





She also appealed ta the European Unian to admit Turkey into 
nembership before taking up applications of former communist nations 
such as Foland, the Czech Kepublic and Hungary. 

“If we are tao have a truly mutual alliance with the West, then 
you must strive to understand our special needs and problems,’ said 
Ciller, who also serves as deputy prime minister in Turkey’s 
coalition government. 

Ciller sought te reassure her audience at the Matianal Press Cly 
oe that Turkey will remain faithful to secularism despite a ’ 

pawer-sharing agreement with the Islamic Welfare Farty. Welfare’s 
chairman Necmettin Erbakan serves as prime minister and is expected 
to be replaced by Ciller in mid-19984. 
““Turkey stands where it always has and it is still your best 
friend in a tough neighborhood,’’ Ciller said. 

Five years after the Gulf War, Turkey is the only member of the 
‘Desert Storm coalition that cantinues to suffer economic damage, she 

said. 

The pipeline that Turkey and Iraq built jointly before the 
conflict to connect the oilfields around the northern Iraqi city of 
MNasul with the Mediterranean has been closed since 15994. Turkey has 
suffered from cantinual energy shartages since then, and losses are 
estimated in Ankara at dirs 2@7 billion. 

The resulting economic recession gave rise to political 
instability, Ciller said. 

“Those in the West who are truly concerned about the future 
stability of Turkey should look at the damage inflicted on our 
economy because we stood with you for freedom and against 
aggressien,’*’ Ciller said. 

She called on the United States to allow its Export-Import Bank 
to extend further credits to Turkey and said she would discuss other 
measures with the International Monetary Fund and the World Kank. 

Ciller alsa noted that the European Union is now considering 
accepting into membership several former Warsaw Fact natians. 
Although the EU already has a customs agreement with Ankara, Turkey 
ig not a candidate for full membership. 

‘Our application for membership was submitted nine years ayo, 
when the Tron Curtain-was still standing,’’ she said. “Think how it 
leoks to Turkey’s citizens, after 53@ years of helping to defend 
Europe’s frontiers, to be told now that we’re somehow not good 
enough to be part of Europe.’’ 
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“Baghdad-Backed Kurdish Faction Frees Prisoners ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD ~ A Kurdish faction that seized control of 
northern Iraq has freed 12 senior officials of a rival faction whom 
it had captured earlier this month, the group said Saturday. 

The Kurdistan Democratic Farty said it released the men ‘*‘in a 
gesture of goodwill and in the spirit of tolerance’’ in Irbil, Iraqi 
Kurdistan’s capital. 

In a statement faxed from the KDF’s Ankara office, the party sai 
those freed included Dr. Fouad Massoum, a high-level official of the 
Iranian~backed Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

Nassoum was premier of a de-facto Kurdish state established in 
narthern Iraq under the protectian of a U.S8S.-led allied air force 
after the Gulf War. 

The other prisoners were also senior FUK politicians and 
commanders. The KDF statement said the prisoners were allowed to 
remain in Iraqi Kurdistan or leave as they wished. 

The group, aided by Saddam Hussein’s Iraqi army, routed the PUK 
earlier this month. Thousands of Iraqi Kurds then fled to the hills 
of nearby Iran. But most of them returned after Saddam declared an 
amnesty . 

*<(sh=ts-mdm) ¢ 
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“In Kurdistan, the Victors Launch a Disarmament Program ¢ 
“AF Fhate NYLIS< 
“Ky TONY SMITH= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

IRBIL, Iraq (AP) — Hoping to head off further Kurdish infightin 
Massoud Barzani’s victorious faction has launched a disarmament 
program in northern Iraq to make the region safer _ and his 
opponents weaker. 

One of the first steps Karzani’s Kurdistan Democratic Party too 
after expelling a rival faction Sept. 16 was to shut down 
flourishing arms bazaars in northern Iraq. 

In Irbil, the capital of the Kurdish region, guns are no longer 
on show at the main bazaar. And due to a slump in demand, the price 
of a Chinese~built Kalashnikov rifle available under the counter has 
dropped S@ percent, to the equivalent of dirs 164. 

In Diyanah, a town previously known for its abundant selection 
machine guns, pistols, night-vision binoculars, and even 
rocket-propelled grenades, the arms market is dusty and deserted. 

The battered metal doors on surrounding shacks are chained and 
padlocked. The KDF branch has collected nearly 2,000 guns, said 
party official Abdulwahid Guani. 

*“Before, militias would kill each other left, right and center 
like cowboys,’’ said Abdurrahman Molla Rasul, a KDP soldier in 
Diyanah. “‘If we have a real government, we don’t need guns.7” 

The Kurds have been rebelling against Iraqi authority for most 
this century; most men own weapons and know how to use them. 

But Kurdish efforts to achieve autonomy have been repeatedly 
undermined by chronic infighting, family feuds and bloody revenge 
killings in the rugged mountains of northern Iraq. 

Rarzani’s disarmament plan should help clamp down on crime and 
disorder, and it’s also likely to reduce the threat of a home-grown 
rebellion against his rule. 

Jalal Talabani, the leader of the defeated Kurdish faction, the 
Fatriotic Union of Kurdistan, fled to Iran along with his top 
lieutenants. But there are still many armed groups in the region. 

BRarzani’s aims to disarm the various militias and merge them in 
a unified regional army. Then, police are to perform house searches 
to turn up any stray or hidden guns and materiel, KDP officials say. 

*“The program should allow us to create a normal civic life, 
where citizens’ security and property can be guaranteed,”’’ said Roj 
Nouri, the man chosen by Barzani to be “prime minister’’ of the 
Kurdish region. 

““*No party should have a militia, not even the KDF. All must be 
equal before the law,’’ he added. 

As the first among equals, the triumphant KDF is dishing out 
government posts to a number of different groups, but not the 
defeated PUK. 

The PUK, in a statement issued Thursday, accused Barzani of 
showing “‘absolute disregard for the basic tenants of Kurdish 
national interests.’’ 

Rarzani’s forces received help from the army of Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein, and the PUK said it was “*truly audacious for 
Rarzani to promise democracy and respect for human rights under the 
shadows of Saddam’s tyranny.’’ 

In northern Iraq, KDF commander Brig. Mohammed Said Hassan was 
asked if Barzani could keep the Kurds together, or if they would 
once again resume their battles. 

“Anything is possible,’’ he said. ‘*‘Let’s hope history does na 
repeat itself.’’ 
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“Thousands of Kurds Await Decision on U.S. Help?¢ 


help from 
pending, 


WASHINGTON CAF) Several thousand Kurds in northern Iraq may 4g 


— 


the United States in leaving the country. A decision is 


the U.S. State Department said Wednesday. 


Some 2,166 Kurds in northern Iraq who worked for the U.S. 


government were evacuated to Guam where they are being processed far 


political 
voluntary 
immediate 


stretches 
spokesman 


asylum in the United States. 

The other Kurds whoa may be evacuated worked for American privat 
organizations, providing relief and other assistance. 

“*We don’t believe this particular group of people are in any 
threat because we don’t believe Saddam Hussein’s influence 
as far northward as most of them are,’ State Department 
Nicholas Burns said. But he said the United States was 


studying the possibility of helping them leave northern Iraq because 
“*SGaddam’s security forces have engaged in such outrageous, 
abjectionable behavior in the past.’’ 
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“EC-LDraq~Kurds, @2335 ¢ 
“Kurdish Rebels Claim They Retook Several Towns <¢ 
NICOSIA, Cyprus (AF) — Kurdish rebels claimed Saturday that the 
have recaptured several towns in northern Iraq, six weeks after they 
were defeated by a Baghdad-backed rival Kurdish faction. 
There was no independent confirmation of the claim made by Jalal 
Talabani’s Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, which came in a statement 
faxed toa The Assaciated Press. 
The group said its fighters recaptured several towns including 
Fanjwin, Mawat and Chuwartah, wresting control from the rival 
Kurdistan Democratic Party of Massoud Barzani. 
The towns form an are about 30 miles (5@ kilometers) northeast 
the city of Sulaymaniyah, which is 176 miles (275 kilometers) north 
of Baghdad. 
““‘The Iraqi~backed Barzani militia were routed from the region 
after suffering more than 73 killed,’’ the English-language 
statement said. 
The statement did not say if there were any PUK casualties. 
There was no immediate reaction to the PUK’s claims from the 
Baghdad government or from the KDE, which took control of the region 
with Iraqi help in an offensive that began Aug. 34. 
Saddam Hussein’s intervention on behalf of his favored faction i 
northern Iraq earned him the ire of the United States, which 
retaliated with cruise missile attacks on air-defense installations 
in southern Iraq. 
AFL D-1G@-12-96 1@3S7GMNT ¢ 
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“hC-Trag-Kurds 
“Kurdish Rebels Claim They Retook Several Towns ¢ 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Kurdish rebels claimed Saturday that they 
have recaptured several towns in northern Iraq, six weeks after they 
were defeated by a Banhdad-backed rival Kurdish faction. 

There was no independent confirmation of the claim by Jalal 
Talabani'’s Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, which came in a statement 
faxed ta The Associated Fress. 

The group said its fighters recaptured several towns including 
Fanjwin, Mawat and Chuwartah, wresting control from the rival ; 
Kurdistan Democratic Party of Massoud Karzani. 

The towns are arrayed in an are about 36 miles (5@ kilometers) 
northeast of the city of Sulaymaniyah, which itself is 17@ miles 
(275 kms) north of Baghdad. 

““The Lraqi~backed Barzani militia were routed from the region 
after suffering more than 73 killed,’’ the English-language 
statement said. 

There was no immediate reaction to the FUK’s claims either from 
the Baghdad government or from its Kurdish allies of the KDP, which 
took control of the region with Iraqi help in an offensive that 
began Aug. 3G. 

Saddam Hussein’s intervention on behalf of his favored faction i 
narthern Iraq earned him the ire of the United States, which 
retaliated with cruise missile attacks on air-defense installations 
in southern Iraq. 
“tmdm) ¢ 
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“Kurdish Rebels Claim They Retook Several Towns <¢ 
“Edges UFDATES throughout with KDF statement, EDITS to conform, ADDS 
background. ¢ 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (APD _ Kurdish rebels said Saturday that they 
have recaptured several towns in northern Iraq, six weeks after they 
were routed by a EBaghdad-backed rival faction. 

Jalal Talabani'’s Patriotic Union of Kurdistan said in a stateme 
faxed to The Associated Press that its fighters recaptured several 
towns including Panjwin, Mawat and Chuwartah, wresting control from 
the Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

The towns form an are about 30 miles (S@ kilometers) northeast 
the city of Sulaymaniyah, which is 176 miles (275 kilometers) north 
of Kaghdad. 

The KDE of Massoud Barzani later confirmed the fighting in a 
statement, saying PUK fighters backed with Iranian troops and 
artillery crossed into northern Iraq from Iran on Friday. 

It said the fighting continued Saturday morning and that the KD 
had to evacuate Panjwin under heavy Iranian artillery and rocket 
shelling. 

The Arabic~language statement, also faxed to the AF, made no 
mention of Mawat and Chuwartah, but said KDP forces had Vem eer a 
FUK attack on the nearby locality of Qala Diza. 

““The Iraqi-backed Barzani militia were routes from the region 
after suffering more than 73 killed,’"’ the English-language PUK 
statement said. It did not say if there were any FUK casualties and 
the KDF statement gave no casualty figures at all. 

The KDF, with help from the Iraqi army, took control of Kurdigch 
areas in an offensive that began Aug. 3a. 

Saddam Hussein’s intervention on behalf of the KDF, his favored 
faction in northern Iraq, earned him the ire of the United States, 
which retaliated with cruise missile attacks on air-defense 
installations in southern Iraq on Sept. 3 and 4. 

But his action also gave him influence in the area for the firs 
time since 1991 when the United States and its Gulf War allies 
declared Iraqg’s Kurdish areas a safe haven and enforced a no-fly 
zone above it. 

Particularly rewarding for Saddam was the demise of a CIA~ back 
opposition group which worked for his ouster from the area. Covert 
Iraqi government agents also are widely suspected to have moved into 
northern Iraq in big numbers since the KDF took virtual control of 
the area. 

Commenting on the latest fighting, KDFP’s Saturday statement 
accused Iran of trying to destabilize the border areas after a 
period of calm which followed the KDF triumph over the FUK. 

*“*‘We appeal to the Iranian government to stop its interference i 
the affairs of the Muslim and peaceful Kurdish people and not to 
push matters towards escalation,’’ it said. 
“MDM-HH ¢ 
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URGENT 
Rebels Say They Retook Major Kurdish City From Rival Faction 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (APO - Kurdish rebels early Sunday recaptured a 
northern Traai city seized last month by a rival faction in an 
offensive that led to U.S. missile strikes near Baghdad, a Kurdish 
official said. 

The city of Sulaymaniyah, the regian’s second-largest city, was 
retaken from the forces of the Kurdistan Democratic Party, a 
spokesman far the rival Patriotic Union af Kurdistan told The 
Aasociated ress, 

The spokesman, reached by telephone at the PUK office in London, 
declined to be identified and gave no further details. 

There was no immediate comment from the rival faction, led by 
Massoud Barzani, or the Iraqi government. 

Forces of the PUK were driven out from Sulaymaniyah, e735 
kilometers (17@ miles) north of the capital Baghdad, Sept. 9 in a 
offensive which brought mast of northern Iraq under Baveenits 
control. 

The attack began in late August when Harzani'’s forces captured 
Irbil, the area’s regional capital, from the [ran-backed PUK with 
the help of the Iraqi army. 

The United States retaliated with missile strikes near Baghdad 
an Sept. 3-4. 

The actian, however, restored same of the Iraqi president’ s 
influence in the area for the first time since the 1991 Gulf War 
when the United States and its allies declared Iraq's Kurdish area 
as a safe haven and enforced a no-fly zone above it. 

The city of Sulaymaniyah has a population of a little more than 
one million. Its reported recapture followed a statement made on 
Gaturday that PUK farces backed by Tranian troops and artillery 
erassed into Iraq from Iran on Friday. 
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“Kurdish Rebels Claim They Retook Several Towns in Northern Iraq< 
“Ede: UFPDATES with KDF confirmation of fighting, 4th graf; ADDS 
background grafs 16-13; EDITS to conforms; CHANGES overline. ¢ 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AFD . Kurdish rebels claimed that they had 
recaptured several towns in northern Iraq on Saturday, six weeks 
after they were defeated by a rival Kurdish faction backed by Saddam 
Hussein. 

The Fatriotic Union of Kurdistan said in a facsimile to the 

Associated Fress that its fighters had recaptured the towns of 
Fanjwin, Mawat and Chuwartah from its rival, the Kurdistan 
Democratic Farty. 

The towns form an are about 3@ miles (3@ kilometers) northeast 
the city of Sulaymaniyah, 170 miles (275 kilometers) north of 
Baghdad. 

The Kurdistan Democratic Party of Massoud Barzani confirmed the 
fighting in a statement, saying PUK fighters backed with Iranian 
troops and artillery crossed into northern Iraq from Tran on Friday. 

The Kurdistan Democratic Party, with help from the Iraqi army, 
took contrel of the area in an offensive that began Aug. 36. 

{It said the fighting continued Saturday morning and that the KDF 
had to evacuate Panjwin under heavy Iranian artillery and rocket 
shelling. 

The Arabic~language statement, also sent by facsimile toa The AF, 
made no mention of Mawat and Chuwartah, but said KDFP forces had 
repulsed a PUK attack on the nearby locality of Qala Diza. 

‘“The Ivragi-backed Barzani militia were routed fram the region 
after suffering more than 73 killed,’ the English-language 
statement said. The statement did not say if there were any PUK 
casualties. 

The Kurdish Democratic Party accused Iran of trying toa 
destabilize the border areas after a period of calm which followed 
the KDF triumph over the FUK. 

““‘We appeal to the Iranian government to stop its interference i 
the affairs of the Muslim and peaceful Kurdish people and not to 
push matters towards escalation,’’ it said. 

Saddam Hussein’s intervention on behalf of the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party led to U.S. air strikes on Iraqi air-defense 
installations in southern Iraq on Sept. 3 and 4. : 

His action alse restored some of the influence in the area for 
the first time since the Gulf War when the United States and its 
allies declared Iraq's Kurdish area as a safe haven and enforced a 
no~-fly zone above it. 
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“RETRANSMITTING to add editors’ note. ¢ 
“Rebels Say They Retook Major Kurdish City From Rival Faction‘ 
“Eds: UPDATES throughout with PUK statement, denial by KDP official 
in Syria, details, background. ¢ 
“Ry HANZA HENDAWI= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) _— In what appears to be a major counter 
offensive after a month-long lull, Kurdish rebels said they 
recaptured early Sunday a northern Iraqi city seized last month by a 
rival faction backed by Saddam Hussein’s army. 

s A statement by the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan said its forces 
entered the city of Sulaymaniyah, the region’s second-largest city, 
at dawn following a **spontaneous uprising’’ which ejected the 
forces of the Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

It said Massoud Barzani, the KDP leader, fled the city and took 
refuge in the northern oil city of Kirkuk, which is under the 
control of the Iraqi government. 

Omar al-Bustani, a KDF representative in the Syrian capital 
Damascus, denied the PUK claim. There was no word immediately 
available from the Iraqi government. 

Forces of the PUK were driven out from Sulaymaniyah, 275 
kilometers (17@ miles) north of the capital Baghdad, on Sept. 9 in a 
KDF offensive which began 1@ days earlier and brought most of 
northern Iraq under its control. : 

The offensive began Aug. 31 when Barzani’s forces captured Irbil 
the area’s regional capital, from the Iran-backed PUK with the help 
of the Iraqi army. 

The Iraqi army’s intervention was punished with U.S. missile 
attacks on Sept. 3 and 4 and led to an American military buildup in 
the Gulf area. 

The action, however, restored some of the Iraqi president’s 
influence in the area for the first time since the 1991 Gulf War 
when the United States and its allies declared Iraq’s Kurdish area 
as a safe haven and enforced a no-fly zone above it. 

The FUK statement on Sunday, faxed to The Associated Press in 
Nicosia, Cyprus, said: “*‘Barzani’s elite forces were in total 
disarray, leaving behind massive amounts of weapons and ammunitions, 
military hardware and vehicles.’’ 

‘“*The liberation of Sulaymaniyah refutes Barzani’s claims that 
the KDP was irreversibly in control over Iraqi Kurdistan.’? 

The city of Sulaymaniyah has a population of a little more than 
one million. Its reported recapture followed a statement made on 
Saturday that FUK forces backed by Iranian troops and artillery 
crossed into Iraq from Iran on Friday and captured several towns and 
localities. 

The PUK, which is led by Jalal Talbani, denies as baseless KDP 
charges that its latest offensive is backed by troops of Iran’s 
**Revolutionary Guards.7? 

The PUK and the KDF have been on-and-off enemies for years. 

The KDP accuses the PUK of having close links with Persian Iran, 
thus giving Iraq’s non-Arab neighbor an unwelcome foothold in the 
affairs of Iraqg’s Kurds. 

The two factions are also at odds over the distribution of the 
area's modest revenues, mostly fees paid by Turkish truckers who 
cross into Iraq from Turkey to buy cheap fuel to sell at a vast 
profit when they return home. 

They also differ over what policies should be adopted in dealing 
with the Iraqi government, with the KDP favoring finding an 
accommodation with Baghdad to settle the Kurdish question. 

U.S.-led mediation efforts had in the past persuaded the two 
sides to agree to a truce, but several cease~fires collapsed and 
fighting resumed. 

In a rare show of unity, the two groups temporarily joined fore 
in an uprising against the Iraqi government immediately after the 
end of the Gulf War. The Iraqi army ruthlessly suppressed the 
revolt. 
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“Rebels Say They Retook Major Kurdish City From Rival Faction<¢ 
“Ede: UPDATES with official Iraqi comment, EDITS to conform. ¢ 
“By HAMZA HENDAWI= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) _ In what appears to be a major 
.counteroffensive after a monthlong lull, Kurdish rebels said they 
recaptured early Sunday a northern Iraqi city seized last month by a 
rival faction backed by Saddam Hussein’s army. 

A statement by the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan said its forces 
entered the city of Sulaymaniyah, the region’s second-largest city, 
at dawn following a ‘*spontaneous uprising’’ which ejected the 
forces of the Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

It said Massoud Barzani, the KDP leader, fled the city and took 
refuge in the northern oil city of Kirkuk, which is under the 
control of the Iraqi government. F 

Franso Hariri, a KDP official, confirmed to Turkey’s 
semi-official Anatolia news agency the capture of Sulaymaniyah by 
the PUK, led by Jalal Talabani. 

**We had to retreat from Sulaymaniyah because of Iran's heavy 
artillery bombardment and rocket attacks,’’ Hariri said from Irbil, 
provincial capital of Iraq's Kurdish area. 

A KDF spokesman in London, however, told the Associated Press b 
telephone that he could. not immediately confirm the PUK claim. **We 
are checking the report,’’ he said. 

In Baghdad, an official statement urged the two groups to settl 
their differences through talks and sternly warned against what it 
called ‘‘dealing with the foreigner,’’ a reference to the PUK's 
close ties with neighboring Iran. 

The statement was issued after a meeting, chaired by Saddam, of 
Iraq’s Revolutionary Command Council and the leadership of the 
ruling Arab Socialist Baath Party the country’s highest executive 
bodies. 


PUK forces were driven out from Sulaymaniyah, @75 kilometers (1 
miles) north of the capital Baghdad, on Sept. 9 in a KDP offensive 
which began 16 days earlier and brought most of northern Iraq under 
its control. 

The offensive began Aug. 31 when Barzani’s forces, with help fr 
the Iragi army, captured Irbil from the Iran-backed PUK. 

The Iraqi army’s intervention was punished with U.S. missile 
attacks on Sept. 3 and 4 and led to an American military buildup in 
the Gulf area. 

The action, however, restored some of the Iraqi president's 
influence in the area for the first time since the 1991 Gulf War 
when the United States and its allies declared Iraq’s Kurdish area 
as a safe haven and enforced a no-fly zone above it. 

The PUK statement on Sunday, faxed to the AF in Nicosia, Cyprus, 
said: ‘*Barzani’s elite forces were in total disarray, leaving 
behind massive amounts of weapons and ammunitions, military hardware 
and vehicles.'? 

“The liberation of Sulaymaniyah refutes Barzani’s claims that 
the KDF was irreversibly in control over Iraqi Kurdistan.’?* 

The city of Sulaymaniyah has a population of a little more than 
one million. Its reported recapture followed a statement made on 
Saturday that PUK forces backed by Iranian troops and artillery 
crossed into Iraq from [ran on Friday and captured several towns and 
localities. 

The PUK denies as baseless KDF charges that its latest offensiv 
is backed by troops of Iran’s **Revolutionary Guards.’? 

In a radio broadcast monitored by the British Broadcasting Corp. 
Rarzani appealed on Saturday night for help against what he called a 
brutal Iranian invasion of northern Iraq. 

““Iran is carrying out this invasion and Jalal Talabani is 
collaborating with it. We appeal to all countries in the world to 
help our people against this brutal invasion,’’ he said. 

The PUK and the KDF have been on-and-off enemies for years. 

The KDP accuses the PUK of having close links with Persian Iran, 
thus giving Iraq’s non-Arab neighbor an unwelcome foothold in the 
affairs of Iraq’s Kurds. 

The two factions are also at odds over the distribution of the 
area’s modest revenues, mostly fees paid by Turkish truckers who 
eross into Iraq from Turkey to buy cheap fuel to sell at a vast 
profit when they return home. 

They also differ over what policies should be adopted in dealin 
with the Iraqi government, with the KDP favoring finding an 
accommodation with Baghdad over their demands for autonomy. 

Several mediation efforts, some led by the United states, led t 
shart-lived ceaase-fires between the two groups. 

In a rare show of unity, the two temporarily joined forces in a 
uprising against the Iraqi government immediately after the end of 
the Gulf War. The Iraqi army ruthlessly suppressed the revolt. 
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“Rebels Say They Ketook Major Kurdish City From Rival Faction< 
‘Eds: UFDATES with quotes from Iraqi statement, CHANGES byline. ¢ 
“Ky WATEL FALEH= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (APD _ In what appears to be a major 
counteroffensive after a monthlong lull, Kurdish rebels said they 
recaptured early Sunday a northern Iraqi city seized last month by a 
rival faction backed by Saddam Hussein’s army. 

A statement by the Iranian~backed Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
said its forces entered the city of Sulaymaniyah, the region’s 
second-largest city, at dawn following a “‘spontaneous uprising’’ 
which ejected the forces of the Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

It said Massoud Barzani, the KDF leader, fled the city and took 
refuge in the northern oil city of Kirkuk, which is under the 
control of the Iraqi government. 

Franso Hariri, a KDF official, confirmed to Turkey’s 
semi-~official Anatolia news agency the capture of Sulaymaniyah by 
the FUK, led by Jalal Talabani. 

“*“We had to retreat from Sulaymaniyah because of Iran’s heavy 
artillery bombardment and rocket attacks,’’ Hariri said from Irbil, 
provincial capital of Iraq’s Kurdish area. 

A KDF spokesman in London, however, told The Associated Press b 
telephone that he could not immediately confirm the FUK claim. **We 
are checking the report,’’ he said. 

An official statement in Baghdad urged the two groups to settle 
their differences through talks and sternly warned against what it 
called “‘dealing with the foreigner,’’ a reference to the FPUK’s 
close ties with neighboring Iran. 

The statement was issued after a meeting, chaired by Saddam, of 
Iraqg’s Revolutionary Command Council and the leadership of the 
ruling Arab Socialist Baath Party — the country’s highest executive 
bodies. 

*““We have consistently given severe warnings in the past agains 
dealing with foreign powers. Our stance towards this or that party 
has and always will be mainly determined in the light of their 
dealings with foreign powers,’’ the statement said. 

“*We call upon the parties which have returned to fighting ta 
expel the foreign forces and not to deal with them ... The (Iraqi) 
leadership is prepared to invite all parties ... to talk in Baghdad. 
Dialogue is the only way which could bring positive results,’’ it 
Said. 

“FUK forces ... puck up 9th graf in Sth Ld-Writethru) 

AP-LD-1@-13-96 1@51GMNT< 














HCK1397=—~-= : 

ui BC-Iraq-Kurds 4thLd-Writethru 1@-15 0759 

intj nat nic nicd 888 ank 

*BC-Eraq-Kurds, 4th Ld-Writethru 

“Kurdish Rebels Urge Irbil’s Residents to Revolt¢ 

“Edges SUBS graf 14, ‘There ... claims’ to UPDATE with KDF saying it 
has set up defensive lines east of Irbil3; MOVES DOWN reference to 
Washington report on rebuilt missile defense system, other editing 
to conform. ¢ 

“By YALMNAN ONARAN= 

“Associated Press Writer= - 

ZAKHU, Iraq (AP) _ Kurdish rebels said they halted their advance 
outside northern Iraq’s provincial capital of Irbil on Tuesday and 
urged the population to rebel against a rival, Iraqi-backed faction 
that controls the city. 

The capture of Irbil last month by the Kurdistan Democratic Par 
was aided by Iraqi troops, but there has been no indication that 
Saddam Hussein’s army has intervened as the Iranian-backed Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan marched back to the city. 

But Turkey’s Prime Minister Tansu Ciller said Tuesday, ‘‘We are 
receiving reports about the presence of Iranian troops among PUK 
forces in northern Iraq.”’ ; 

Saddam’s forces are unlikely to remain out of the fray if 
substantial Iranian involvement in the fighting is confirmed. The 
two countries fought a war from 1986 to 1988 in which millions died. 

Until Mrs. Ciller’s statement, only the pro-Baghdad forces had 
alleged that Iran had sent troops into Iraq. 

Mrs. Ciller did not cite the source of her information. Turkey 
known to have a sizable intelligence network in northern Iraq. 

The PUK and Iran both deny Iranian involvement in the fighting. 

A spokesman for the PUK told The Associated Press in Nicosia, 
Cyprus, that the group’s fighters were in control of areas 20 
kilometers (12 miles) southwest of Irbil. 

Reached by telephone in London, spokesman Lateef Rashid said th 
PUK had no immediate intention to march on Irbil. 

PUK leader Jalal Talabani said in remarks published Monday that 
his group, whose weekend offensive shattered a month-long lull in 
fighting, would rely on the Irbil region’s million residents to oust 
the KDF. 

The London-based Arabic daily Al-Hayat reported Tuesday that a 
PUK-run radio station was broadcasting calls for the inhabitants of 
Irbil to revolt against KDP control. 

The newspaper also quoted an ‘unnamed PUK official as saying fiv 
Iraqi divisions were deployed around Irbil. 

Rashid, he PUK spokesman, said he had no reports of renewed 
fighting Tuesday. ee 

In a faxed statement to the AP in Cyprus, the KpP said late 
Tuesday that it had remobilized its forces and set up defensive 
lines 46 kilometers (25 miles) east of Irbil. The statement said 
that the PUK had launched a large, but unsuccessful, offensive just 
20 kilometers (12 miles) from the Iranian border, in the Balisan 
Valley, south of Rawondoz. 

Earlier, Faik Nerweyi, a KDP spokesman in Ankara, Turkey, claim 
that Iran’s support of the PUK was hampering the effort to repel 
Talabani’s offensive. 

x ““‘Ten rockets hit the ground along the front line every minute, 
he told the AP. **Where do they get these weapons?’’ He did not say 
when or where the shelling was taking place. 

The latest KDP-PUK fighting, which began on Saturday, is taking 
place amid calls from the United States and Iraq for the two groups 
to settle their differences through talks. 

Baghdad's plea, however, was accompanied by a warning to the 
advancing faction against “‘dealing with foreign powers,’’ a 
reference to the PUK's ties to Iran. 

Clashes between the two factions in August led Saddam to send h 
army into the northern **safe haven’’ protected by U.S.-led forces. 

The United States responded with U.S. missile strikes against Iraqi 
military sites and a U.S. military buildup in the Gulf renion. 

In Washington, meanwhile, a senior U.S. military officer said 
Iraq rebuilt part of its surface-to-air missile network in southern 
Iraq last month within two weeks of the U.S. missile attacks on the 
system. : 

The PUK retook Sulaymaniyah, the area's second largest city, at 
dawn Sunday. On Monday, the PUK said it had retaken six districts 
around Irbil. 

The KDP confirmed the loss of Sulaymaniyah, saying it *‘evacuat 
the city to avoid bloodshed and fighting’’ and charged that the PUK 
forces were backed by more than 15,600 Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
who crossed the border into Iraq. 

The KDP said in its Tuesday night statement that the 
Revolutionary Guard Corps, headed by a general identified as 
Mohammed Ja'’feri, had set up a joint command center with the PUK in 
Sulaymaniyah. 

The two Kurdish groups have been at odds for years. 
*(yo-lak-mdm) ¢ 
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“Kurdish Rebels Urge Irbil’s Kesidents to Revolit¢ 
“Eds: RECASTS and UPDATES thruout with Turkey saying it has reports 
of Iranian invelvement in the fighting, U.S. reports that Iran has 
rebuilt much of its missile defense system, CHANGES byline. ¢ 
“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ZAKHU, Iraq (AP) — Kurdish rebels said they halted their advanc 
outside northern Iraq’s provincial capital Tuesday, urging the 
population to rebel against a rival, Iraqi-backed faction that 
controls the city. 

The capture of Irbil last month by the Kurdistan Democratic Par 
was aided by Traqi troops, but there has been no indication that 
Saddam Hussein’s troops have intervened as the Iranian-backed 
Patriotic Unien of Kurdistan marched back to the city. 

But Turkey’s Prime Minister Tansu Ciller said Tuesday, ‘*We are 
receiving reports about the presence of Iranian troops among PUK 
forces in northern Iraq.?? 

Saddam’s forces are unlikely to remain out of the fray if 
substantial Iranian involvement in the fighting is confirmed. The 
two countries fought a war from 1986 to 1988 in which millions died. 

Until Mrs. Ciller’s statement, only the pro-Bayghdad forces had 
alleged that Iran had sent troops into Iraq. 

Mrs. Ciller did not cite the source of her information. Turkey 
known to have a sizable intelligence network in northern Iraq. 

The PUK and Iran both deny Iranian involvement in the fighting. 

A spokesman for’ the PUK told The Associated Press in Micosia, 
Cyprus, that the group’s fighters were in control of areas 2@ 
kilometers (12 miles) southwest of Irbil. 

Reached by telephone in London, spokesman Lateef Rashid said th 
PUK had no immediate intention to march on Irbil. 

PUK leader Jalal Talabani said in remarks published Monday that 
his group, whose weekend offensive shattered a month-long lull in 
fighting, would rely on Irbil’s million residents to oust the KDP. 

The London-based Arabic daily Al-Hayat reported Tuesday that a 
PUK—run radio station was broadcasting ealls for the inhabitants of 
Irbil to revolt against KDP control. 

The newspaper also quoted an unnamed PUK official as saying fiv 
Traqi divisions were deployed around Irbil. 

Rashid, the PUK spokesman, said he had no reports of renewed 
fighting Tuesday. 

There was no comment from the KDP, led by Massoud Barzani, on t 
latest PUK claims. 

But Faik Nerweyi, a KDF spokesman in Ankara, Turkey, claimed th 
Tran’s support of the PUK was hampering the PETERS, to repel 
Talabani's offensive. 

‘*Ten rockets hit the ground mtone the front line every minute, 
he told the AF. *“‘Where do they get these weapons?’’ He did not say 
when or where the shelling was taking place. 

The latest KDP-PUK fighting, which began on Saturday, is taking 
place amid calls from the United States and Iraq for the two groups 
to settle their differences through talks. 

Kaghdad’s plea, however, was accompanied by a warning to the 
advancing faction against *“‘dealing with foreign powers,’ a 
reference to the PUK’s ties to Iran. 

Clashes between the two factions in August led Saddam to send h 
army into the northern “‘safe haven?’ protected by U.S.-led forces. 

The United States responded with U.S. missile strikes against Iraqi 
military sites and a U.S. military buildup in the Gulf region. 

In Washington, meanwhile, a senior U.S. military officer said 
Iraq rebuilt part of its surface-to-air missile network in southern 
Iraq last month within two weeks of the U.S. missile attacks on the 
system. 

The PUK retook Sulaymaniyah, the area’s second largest city, at 
dawn Sunday. On Monday, the PUK said it had retaken six districts 
around Irbil. 

The KDF confirmed the loss of Sulaymaniyah, saying it **evacuat 
the city to avoid bloodshed and fighting’’ and charged that the PUK 
forces were backed by more than 15,000 Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
who crossed the border into Iraq. 

The two Kurdish groups have been at odds for years. 

AP -LD-10-15-96 1729GMT< 











NCK1398~—--—~—— 
fr i BC-Iraq-Kurds @ndlLd-Writethru 1@-15 6622 
nic ank intj nicd nat 888u 
“EC-Iraqg-Kurds, @nd Ld-Writethru 
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“Eds: AlMs; UPDATES with Turkey saying it has reports of Iranian 
involvement in the fighting. ¢ 
“By WATEL FALEH= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — Kurdish rebels said they halted their 
advance outside northern Iraq’s provincial capital Tuesday and urged 
the city’s people to rebel against a rival, Iraqi-backed faction 
that controls it. 

The capture of Irbil last month by the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party, aided by Iraqi troops, had prompted the United States to 
retaliate with cruise missiles. 

There has been no indication that Saddam Hussein’s troops have 
intervened this time as the [ranian-backed Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan marched back to the city. 

But Turkey’s Prime Minister Tansu Ciller said Tuesday, “We are 
receiving reports about the presence of Iranian troops among PUK 
forces in northern Iraq.’’ 

Saddam’s forces are unlikely to remain out of the fray if 
substantial Iranian involvement in the fighting is confirmed. 

Until Mrs. Ciller’s statement, only the pro~Kaghdad forces had 
allened that Iran had sent troops into Iraq. 

Mrs. Ciller did not cite the source of her information. Turkey 
known to have a sizable intelligence network in northern Iraq. 

The PUK and Iran both deny Iranian involvement in the fighting. 

A spokesman for the PUK told The Associated Press in Nicosia, 
Cyprus that the group’s fighters were in control of areas 2@ 
kilometers (12 miles) southwest of Irbil. 

Reached by telephone in London, spokesman Lateef Rashid said th 
PUK had no immediate intention to march on Irbil. 

PUK leader Jalal Talabani said in remarks published Monday that 
his group, whose weekend offensive shattered a month-long lull in 
fighting, would rely on Irbil’s million residents to oust the KDF. 

The London-based Arabic daily Al-Hayat reported Tuesday that a 
PUK—run radio station was broadcasting calls for the inhabitants of 
Irbil to revolt against KDP control. 

The newspaper also quoted an unnamed PUK official as saying fiv 
Iraqi divisions were deployed around Irbil. 

Rashid, the PUK spokesman, said he had no reports of renewed 
fighting Tuesday. 

There was no comment from the KDP, led by Massoud Rarzani, on t 
latest PUK claims. 

But Faik Merweyi, a KDFP spokesman in Ankara, Turkey claimed tha 
Iran’s support of the FUK was hampering the effort to repel 
Talabani’s offensive. 

“*‘Ten rockets hit the ground along the front line every minute, 
he told the AP. “Where do they get these weapons?’’ He did not say 
when or where the shelling was taking place, 

The latest KDP-PUK fighting, which began on Saturday, is taking 
place amid calls from the United States and Iraq for the two groups 
to settle their differences through talks. 

Baghdad’s plea, however, was accompanied by a warning to the 
advancing faction against “‘dealing with foreign powers,’’ a 
reference to the PUK's ties to Iran. 

Clashes between the two factions in August led Saddam to send h 
army into the northern **safe haven’’ protected by U.S.-led forces. 

The United States responded with U.S. missile strikes against Iraqi 
military sites and a U.S. military buildup in the Gulf region. 

The PUK retook Sulaymaniyah, the area’s second largest city, at 
dawn Sunday. Qn Monday, the PUK said it had retaken six districts 
around Irbil. 

The KDF confirmed the loss of Sulaymaniyah, saying it **evacuat 
the city ta avoid bloodshed and fighting’’ and charged that the PUK 
forces were backed by more than 15,660 Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
who cressed the border into Iraq. 

The two Kurdish groups have been at odds for years. 
*(hh-lLak-mdm) ¢ 
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“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
) “Associated Press Writer= 

ZAKHU, Iraq (AP) _ Kurdish rebels said they halted their advanc 
outside northern Iraq’s provincial capital of Irbil on Tuesday and 
urged the city’s people to rebel against a rival, Iraqi-backed 
faction that controls it. 

The capture of Irbil last month by the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party, aided by Iraqi troops, had prompted the United States to 
retaliate with cruise missiles. 

In Washington, meanwhile, a senior U.S. military officer said 
Iraq rebuilt part of its surface-to-air missile network in southern 
Iraq last month within two weeks of the U.S. missile attacks on the 
system. 





There has been no indication that Saddam Hussein’s troops have 
intervened in northern Iraq this time as the Iranian-backed 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan marched back to Irbil. 

But Turkey’s Prime Minister Tansu Ciller said Tuesday, *‘We are 
receiving reports about the presence of Iranian troops among PUK 
forces in northern Iraq.-’’ 

Saddam's forces are unlikely to remain out of the fray if 
substantial Iranian involvement in the fighting is confirmed. 

Until Mrs. Ciller's statement, only the pro-Baghdad forces had 
alleged that Iran had sent troops into Iraq. 

Mes. Ciller did not cite the source of her information. Turkey 
known to have a sizable intelligence network in northern Iraq. 

The PUK and Iran both deny Iranian involvement in the fighting. 

A spokesman for the PUK told The Associated Press in Nicosia, 
Cyprus that the group's fighters were in control of areas 20 
kilometers (12 miles) southwest of Irbil. 

Reached by telephone in London, spokesman tevesr Rashid said th 
PUK had no immediate intention to march on Irbil. 

PUK leader Jalal Talabani said in remarks SL atied Monday that 
his group, whose weekend offensive shattered a monthlong lull in 
fighting, would rely on the Irbil area’s 1 million residents ‘to oust 
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The London-based Arable daily Al-Hayat reported Tuesday that a_ 


PUK-run radio station was broadcasting calls for the inhabitants of 
irbil to revolt against KDP control. — 

The newspaper also quoted an unnamed PUK official as saying fiv 
Iraqi divisions were deployed around Irbil. 

Rashid, the PUK spokesman, sai he had no reports of renewed 
fighting Tuesday. 

There was no comment from the KDP, led by Massoud Barzani, on t 
latest PUK claims. 

Rut Faik Nerweyi, a KDP spokesman in Ankara, Turkey claimed tha 
Iran’s support of the PUK was pampering the effort to repel 
Talabani’s offensive. 

**Ten rockets hit the ground along the front line every minute, 
he told the AP. ‘*‘Where do they get these weapons?’’ He did not say 
when or where the shelling was taking place. 

The latest KDP-FUK fighting, which began on Saturday, is taking 
place amid calls from the United States and Iraq for the two groups 
to settle their differences through talks. 

Baghdad's plea, however, was accompanied by a warning to the 
advancing faction against “‘dealing with foreign powers,’”’ a 
reference to the PUK’s ties to Iran. 

Clashes between the two factions in August led Saddam to send h 
army into the northern ‘safe haven’’ protected by U.S.-led forces. 
The United States responded with U.S. missile strikes against Iraqi 
military sites and a U.S. military buildup in the Gulf region. 

In Washington, the senior military officer said the Iraqis have 
**been able to rebuild’? parts of their air-defense system in the 
south. **They’ve been slapping things together but not threatening 
our aireraft.?? 

The officer, who spoke on condition of anonymity, told the AP 
that the rebuilt weapons system was patched together and is less 
sophisticated than the network before the U.S. missile attacks. 

The PUK retook Sulaymaniyah, the area’s second largest city, at 
dawn Sunday. On Monday, the PUK said it had retaken six districts 
around Irbil. 

The KDF confirmed the loss of Sulaymaniyah, saying it 
the city to avoid bloodshed and fighting’’ and charged that the PUK 
forces were backed by more than 15,0@@ Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
who crossed the border into Iraq. 

The two Kurdish groups have been at odds for years. 
*thh-lLak-mdm) ¢ 
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*Traqi~Kacked Kurds Say Iranian Troaps Have Withdrawn, Little 
Fighting ¢ 
“hy YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 
ZAKHU, Iraq (APD _ Fighting between rival Kurdish factions in 
northern Iraq has diminished and an Iraqi-backed group said 
‘Wednesday that Iranian troops who had been helping the other side 


oe. gone home. 
The claim by the Kurdistan Democratic Farty that Iranians were 
helping its opponents in the fighting over territory in northern 
Iraq was never confirmed. 
Roth the Fatriotic Union of Kurdistan, or PUK, and Iran deny 
Iranian involvement in the fighting. 
Kut the claims had led to concern that Iran and Iraq could be 
drawn into a direct conflict. The two countries fought a war from 
1986 to 1988 in which millions died. 
The KDF, which with Iraqi backing drove the FUK from most major 
cities in northern Iraq in August, said Iranian troops withdrew from 
Itaqgi territery on Tuesday. 
“*We'’re happy that they withdrew before the turmoil turned into 
an international crisis,’’ KDE spokesman Faik Nerweyi told The 
Associated Fress in Ankara, Turkey. “Rut we don’t know how much 
weaponry they left behind.”’ 
_f PUK spokesman said no serious fighting has taken place since 
Monday. ‘There are some skirmishes going on here and there, but 
that’s all,’" PUK spokesman Shazad Saib told the AF. 
Ct But Nerweyi said fighting was still continuing Wednesday between 
e towns of Degala and Kuysanjag, about 4@ kilometers (25 miles) 
east of the northern Iraqi provincial capital, Irbil. 
The KDF said Tuesday night it had set up its defensive lines at 
Irbil, and the FUK forces halted their advance just outside the 
city. : 
The KDF’s capture of Irbil on Aug. 31 was aided by Iraqi troaps, 
but there had been ne indication that Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein’s army has intervened as the Iranian~backed FUK marched back 
to the city this week. 
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“Traqi-Backed Kurds Say Iranian Troops Have Withdrawn, Little 

Fighting <¢ 

“ty YALMAN ONARAM= 

“Assaciated Fress Writer= 

ZAKHU, Traq (AFO — Fighting between rival Kurdish factions in 
northern Iraq has diminished and an Iraqi~backed group said 
Wednesday that 2 hte ach troops who had been helping the other side 
have gone home. 

The claim by the Kurdistan Democratic Party that Tania were 
helping its opponents in the fighting aver territory in northern 
Iraq was never confirmed. 

But the claims had led to concern that Iran and Iraq could be 
drawn into a direct conflict. The two countries fought a war from 
198@ to 1988 that left at least a million people dead or wounded. 

The KDF, which with Iraqi backing drove the Patriotic Union af 
Kurdistan from most major cities in northern Iraq in August, said 
Iranian troops withdrew from Iraqi territory on Tuesday. 

; ‘““We're happy that they withdrew before the turmoil ‘turned inte 
an international crisis,’”’ KDE spokesman Faik Nerweyi told The 
Associated Press in y Pie ed Sa Al **Kut we don’t knew how much 
weaponry they left behind. 

A PUK spokesman said no serious fighting has taken place since 
Monday. “There are some skirmishes going on here and there, but 
that’s all,?” PUK spokesman Ghazad Saib told the AP in Ankara. 

Kut Nerweyi of the KDF said fighting was still continuing 
Wednesday between the towns of Degala and Kuysanjag, about 46 
kilometers (25 miles) east of the northern Iraq provincial sigh aba, 

Crbil. 


~~ 


The KDF said Tuesday night it had set up its defensive lines at 
bil, and the FUK forces halted their advance just outside the 
ity, ‘ P , : 
The KDF’s capture of Irbil on Aug. Sl was aided by Iraqi troops, 
but there had been no indication that Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein’s army has intervened as the Iranian- ~backed FUK marched back 
to the city this week. 
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“Precede ZAKHU< 
“Rebels Advance Toward Irbil On Two Fronts< 
“Eds: AMs. UPDATES throughout with details from front, color from 
Piers Iraq, Saddam’s remarks. ¢ : 
“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 
BANAWIYEH, Iraq (AP) _ Amid the boom of artillery, rebel Kurdish 
guerrillas advanced toward northern Irag’s key city of Irbil on two 
fronts Wednesday. 
The fighters of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan were at their 
closest point to the city here, 20 miles (32 kms) northeast of 
Irbil, the guerrillas told a visiting reporter. 
The conversation between fighters who were taking a break behind 
a hilltop was interrupted by the thuds of shells being fired. 
“*Those are our doshkas (artillery),’’ said Rekan Hassan, a 
16-year-old PUK fighter, who looked like a clean-cut high school 
student — but with a Kalashnikov rifle instead of a book bag. 
The FUK started a counteroffensive last weekend against the rival 
Kurdistan Democratic Party, recapturing many towns it had lost in 
the past seven weeks. Among them was Sulaymaniyah, the 
second-largest Kurdish city and the traditional stronghold of the 
PUK . 
e. Fighters from both sides confirmed that the PUK had captured the 
rategic town of Kuysanjaqg on another front, on the main road 
between Sulaymaniyah and Irbil. 
Kuysanjaq is some 25 miles (4@ kms) east of Irbil, which has been 
under KDF control since the group seized it Aug. 31 with help from 
Saddam Hussein’s army. Irbil is the de facto capital of the Kurdish 
region. 
Iraq's intervention in the fighting prompted the United States to 
retaliate with cruise missile attacks on Iraqi air-defense 
installations in southern Iraq. 
So far, there has been no sign that the Iraqis are involved in 
the latest fighting. Their tanks are believed to be dug in south of 
Irbil. 
‘“‘We are not going to stop,’’ said Kasul Kosrat, an aide to PUK 
leader Jalal Talabani. ‘‘We will go on until the end. We are going 
to get all of Kurdistan.’’ 
Kosrat spoke to Associated Press Television in Sulaymaniyah. 
KDP officials claim their rival has been able to bounce back only 
because Iranian troops have intervened in the fighting, but there 
was no sign of Iranian troops in this area Wednesday. 
All the fighters encountered looked Kurdish and spoke Kurdish. In 
fact, it was hard to distinguish between the two factions’ 
guerrillas: both wear the same baggy pants and sport beards. 
A KDE officer claimed the Iranian were involved _ but had 
recently left. 
*“*Last night, they all started leaving, back to Iran I suppose,’’ 
said Jamil Mahmoud, the head of a small group of guerrillas guarding 
a line of trenches on the other side of the front line. KDP 
okesmen outside Iraq also said the Iranians had pulled out. 
Mahmoud said that now the Iranians had left, ‘‘we will start 
attacking and win back everything we lost in no time.’? 
In villages and towns newly taken over by the PUK, life looked 
normal. 
Village children played by the side of the road. Flocks of goats 
on their way to grazing grounds blocked traffic. Women baked bread 
in mud-walled ovens in front of their thatched-roof homes. 
Stores were open in Sulaymaniyah and the streets buzzed with 
people. The inviting calls of the shoeshine boys mixed with offers 
of cold fruit drinks, fresh grapes and tomatoes in the crowded 
bazaat. Traffic clogged the streets downtown. 
In a rare comment on the situation in northern Iraq, Saddam said 
in Baghdad that *‘the northern part of the homeland was liberated 
from the foreigners’’ in August, “‘thus smashing what the foreigners 
have assembled over the years to provide a psychological and 
material basis for plotting.’’ 
Trade Minister Mohammed Mehdi Saleh said shipments of food into 
northern Iraq were proceeding normally and “‘the movement of 
ommodities is free.’’ 
Last month, after the KDP had taken control of virtually the 
entire Kurdish area of northern Iraq, the Iraqi government announced 
it was lifting an internal blockade that had prevented many 
essential supplies including food from reaching the Kurdish 
areas. 
*(ya-mdm) ¢ 
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*Skirmishes Reported, Otherwise Calm in Northern Iraqé 
“Eds: UFDATES with Barzani comments, fresh details, color throughout. 
DELETES outdated material. ¢ 

“By YALMAN ONARAN= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

IRBIL, Iraq (AP) _ The big guns fell silent Thursday, six days 
after Iranian-backed Kurdish guerrillas began a counteroffensive to 
avenge their rout by a rival faction supported by Saddam Hussein’s 
army. 

Only the regional capital of Irbil now stands between the 
fighters of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and a convincing 
victory over the rival Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

But the PUK, unwilling to risk a daunting confrontation with 
Iraqi tanks deployed near the city, has slowed its advance amid 
calls by Iraq, neighboring Iran and the United States to mediate the 
latest round of fighting in the volatile region. 

In ominous remarks, KDP leader Massoud Barzani threatened on 
Thursday to ask again for Saddam’s help against the PUK. 

““If we need, we’1ll ask Iraq to help us again,’’ Barzani told 
reporters in the town of Salah ad Din about 26 miles (35 kilometers) 
northeast of Irbil. 

“"Our enemy is Iran, PUK is a puppet,’”’ he said. 

By Thursday afternoon, there had been no major artillery 
exchanges in the area for nearly 24-.hours. Irbil residents went 
about their business calmly. Only the sound of small gunfire could 
be heard in the hills outside the city. 

Guerrillas on both sides of the front line some 4@ kilometers ¢ 
miles) east of Irbil looked relaxed. 

“*We are back to the old days, everything is calm all over 
northern Iraq,** said Poul Dahl, chief of the U.N. security troops 
in Irbil. 

“There are only skirmishes,’’ he told The Associated Press. 

Irbil, de facto capital of the Kurdish region of northern Iraq, 
has been held by KDP forces since Aug. 31, when they captured it 
from the PUK with the help of Saddam’s army. 

Saddam’s intervention prompted U.S. retaliation with cruise 
missile attacks on Iraqi air-defense systems in southern Iraq. 

The rival PUK was moving toward the city on Wednesday from the 
east and northeast, as artillery boomed in the hills. 

The PUK was closest to Irbil in the village of Banawiyeh, about 
20 miles (380 kilometers) northeast of the city. It also was 
advancing from Kuysanjaq, a town about 25 miles (46 kilometers) east 
of Irbil and on the main road from Sulaymaniyah. 

Rut despite skirmishes, and a front line that changes day by da 
“*AL] roads are open and everyone can travel anywhere,’’ said Shazad 
Saib, the PUK representative in Ankara, Turkey. 

A PUK statement Thursday said elite Iraqi Republican Guards wer 
moving toward Irbil from Baghdad, to support Iraqi tanks encamped 58 
kilometers (30 miles) south of the city, and also to'help the KDP 
hold on, 

But there was no confirmation of any movement by Iraqi forces a 
Iraq's ambassador in Turkey, Rafi al-Tikriti, said on Thursday that 
military intervention by Iraq was out of the question for the time 
being. 

There also had been no confirmation this week of KDP claims tha 
Iranian troops had crossed into Iraq to aid the rival PUK. All the 
fighters encountered on the front line spoke Kurdish and appeared to 
be Kurdish. 

A KDF fighter said the Iranians had pulled back Tuesday, matchi 
a statement by the KDP representatives in London. 

Kawakawani, the KDP officer, said his group had captured some 
Iranians during fighting this week. He gave no details. 

“*Last night, they all started leaving, back to Iran I suppose,” 
said Jamil Mahmoud, the head of a small group of KDP guerrillas 
guarding a line of trenches on the front line. 

Now that the Iranians had left, Mahmoud said, ‘‘we will start 
attacking and win back everything we lost in no time.’?’ 

The two factions long have fought to control northern Iraq, whi 
the United States and its allies set up as a Kurdish *‘safe haven’? 
in 1991 to protect the Kurds after their failed uprising against 
Saddam. 

In Sulaymaniyah, the area’s second-largest. city _ recaptured on 
Sunday _ victory celebrations Thursday looked little different than 
the ones at the town square after the rival group had taken over on 
Sept. 9. 

Women held up glass-framed portraits of PUK leader Jalal 
Talabani, the faction leader now in charge of the city. Children 
waved small green flags representing his group. And men danced 
joyfully to Kurdish folk songs as the crowd shouted slogans of 
victory. 

Referring to the flags of the two rival Kurdish factions, jeans 
salesman Marivan Abdurrahman, 26, said, **I always keep a yellow 
flag, a green one and a portrait of Saddam at home _ just in case.’’ 
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“By YALMAN OGNARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

BANAWIYEH, Iraq (AP) _ Kurdish guerrillas seeking to recapture 
the key city of Irbil from a rival party have slowed their advance, 
unwilling to tackle Iraqi army tanks dug in on the opposite side of 
the northern capital, and relative calm was reported in the region 
Thursday. 

‘“*We are back to the old days, everything is calm all over 
northern Iraqg,’’ said Poul Dahl, chief of the U.N. security troops 
in Irbil. **There are only skirmishes,’’ he said by telephone to The 
Associated Press in Ankara, Turkey. 

Irbil, de facto capital of the Kurdish region of northern Iraq, | 
was captured by the Kurdistan Democratic Party on Aug. 31 with the 
help of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s army. 

Saddam’s intervention prompted U.S. retaliation with cruise 
missile attacks on Iraqi air-defense systems in southern Iraq. 

The rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, which had held Irbil, w 
moving back toward the city on Wednesday from the east and 
northeast, as artillery boomed in the hills. 

The PUK was closest to Irbil in this village, Kanawiyeh, about 
miles (30 kilometers) northeast of the 

city. It was also was advancing from Kuysanjaq, a town about 25 
miles (4@ kilometers) east of Irbil and on the main road from 
Sulaymaniyah. 

But despite siivedehes, and a front line that changes day by da 
**AL1 roads are open and everyone can travel anywhere,’’ said Shazad 
Saib, the PUK representative in Ankara. 

A PUK statement Thursday said elite Iraqi Republican Guards wer 
moving toward Irbil from Baghdad, to support Iraqi regular armored 
units encamped on the southwestern side of the city, and also to 
help the KDP hold the town. 

But there was no confirmation of any Iraqi force movement, just 
as their had been no confirmation this week of KDP claims that 
Iranian troops had crossed into Iraq to aid the rival PUK. 

All the fighters encountered on the front line Wednesday spoke 
Kurdish and appeared to be Kurdish. - 

A KDE fighter said the Iranians had ulled b back Tuesday, mat 
. ‘ 05 sie ONeON _ 

**Last night, they a : z ted leaving, back to Iran I suppose, "| 
said Jamil Mahmoud, the. head of a small group of KDP guerrillas 
guarding a line of trenches on the other side of the front line. 

Now that the Iranians had left, Mahmoud said, **we will start 
attacking and win back everything we lost in no time.’’ 

Meanwhile in Sulaymaniyah, the area’s second-largest city 
recaptured by the PUK last week _ Rasul Kosrat, an aide to Patriotic 
Union leader Jalal Talabani, told Associated Press Television: * ‘We 
are not going to stop. We will go on until the end. We are going to 
get all of Kurdistan."’ 

The two factions long have fought to control northern Iraq, whi 
the United States and its allies set up as a Kurdish ‘‘safe haven’’ 
in 1991 to protect the Kurds after their failed uprising against 
Saddam. 





The fighting this week has produced offers from the Iraqi and 
, iranian governments, as well as the United States to mediate the 
e dispute. 

The Iraqi radio and press has recently stopped calling Talabani 
traitor, and there was no indication Iraqi troops made any moves to 
interfere in the PUK counteroffensive, despite KDF claims that 
Iranian troops had entered Iraq. 

Assistant U.S. Secretary of State Robert H. Pelletreau plans to 
travel to the region this weekend to meet with Talabani and KDP 
leader Massoud Barzani, Washington announced Wednesday. 

An accord mediated by the United States and Turkey last year 
collapsed in mid-August, and the KDP sought help from Saddam’s army 
to oust its rival Kurds, the PUK. 

In villages and towns recaptured by the FUK, life appeared to b 
normal. 

Village children played by the side of the road. Herds of goats 
blocked traffic on their way to grazing grounds. Women baked bread 
in mud-walled ovens in front of their thatched-roof homes. 

Stores were open in Sulaymaniyah and the streets buzzed with 
people. The calls of shoeshine boys in the crowded bazaar mixed with 
offers of cold fruit drinks, fresh grapes and tomatoes. Traffic 
r clogged the streets. 
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“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 
IRBIL, Iraq (APD — Kurdish guerrillas seeking to recapture this 
city from a rival party have slowed their advance, unwilling to 
confront Iraqi army tanks waiting nearby. 
There has been no major fighting in the area for nearly 24 hour 
and the people in Irbil were on Thursday going about their business 
calmly. 







































“*We are back to the old days, everything is calm all over 
northern Iraqg,’’ said Poul Dahl, chief of the U.N. security troops 
in Irbil. “‘There are only skirmishes,’’ he told The Associated 
Press. 

Irbil, de facto capital of the Kurdish region of northern Iraq, 
was captured by the Kurdistan Democratic Party on Aug. 31 with the 
help of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s army. 

Saddam’s intervention prompted U.S. retaliation with cruise 
missile attacks on Iraqi air-defense systems in southern Iraq. 

The rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, which had held Irbil, w 
moving back toward the city on Wednesday from the east and 
northeast, as artillery boomed in the hills. 

The FUK was closest to Irbil in the village of Kanawiyeh, about 
20 miles (3@ kilometers) northeast of the city. It also was 
advancing from Kuysanjaq, a town about 25 miles (4@ kilometers) east 
of Irbil and on the main road from Sulaymaniyah. 

But despite skirmishes, and a front line that changes day by da 
“"AlLl roads are open and everyone can travel anywhere,’’ said Shazad 
Saib, the PUK representative in Ankara, Turkey. 

A PUK statement Thursday said elite Iraqi Republican Guards wer 
meving toward Irbil from Baghdad, to support Iraqi tanks encamped 31 
miles (S@ kilometers) south of the city, and also to help the KDF 
hold the town. 

But there was no confirmation of any movement by Iraqi forces, 
just as there had been no confirmation this week of KDFP claims that 
Iranian troops had crossed into Iraq to aid the rival PUK. 

All the fighters encountered on the front line Wednesday spoke 
Kurdish and appeared to be Kurdish. 

A KDE fighter said the Iranians had pulled back Tuesday, matchi 
a statement by the KDF representatives in London. 

















““Last night, ey a started leaving, back to Iran SUPPose, 
said Jamil Mahmoud, the head of a small group of KDP guerrillas 
guarding a line of trenches on the other side of the front line. 

Now that the Iranians had left, Mahmoud said, ‘‘we will start 
attacking and win back everything we lost in no time.’’ — 

The two factions long have fought to control northern Iraq, wha 
coe. Gnd ted States Bue its allies set up as a Kurdish “‘safe haven’’ 

oO Pp ‘ Eh > RUF S af eth eae diner Ts: yal ade GS a 
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Neanwhile in Sulaymaniyah, gry “area's” Becand~ i 
recaptured by the FPUK on Sunday _ victory celebrations Thuredae 
locked no different than the ones at the town square after the rival 
group had taken over in August. 

Women held up glass-framed portraits of PUK leader Jalal 
Talabani, the faction leader now in charge of the city. Children 
waved small green flags representing his group. And men danced 
joyfully to Kurdish folk songs as the crowd shouted slogans of 
victory. 











“One comes, one goes. We're used to our town changing hands,’” 
said Marivan Abdurrahman, a 26-year-old salesman at a blue-jean 
stare downtown. 

Residents said that a& the town changed hands twice in the past 
two months, there was little bloodshed. When one faction appeared to 
have the upper hand, the other group fled. 

“*T always keep a yellow flag, a green one and a portrait of 
Saddam (Hussein) at home — just in case,’” Abdurrahman added, 
referring to the flags of the two rival Kurdish factions. 

Saddam's troops have been barred for six years from entering the 
Kurdish enclave set up after the Gulf War by the United Nations, but 
practical Kurds take their precautions. 

The fighting this week has produced offers from the Iraqi and 
Iranian governments, as well as the United States to mediate the 
dispute. 

Assistant U.S. Secretary of State Robert H. FPelletreau plans to 
travel to the region this weekend to meet with Talabani and KDF 
leader Massoud Karzani, Washington announced Wednesday. 

An accord mediated by the United States and Turkey last year 
collapsed in mid-August, and the KDF sought help from Saddam’s army 
to oust its rival Kurds, the PUK. 

In villages and towns recaptured by the PUK, life appeared toa be 
normal, 

Village children played by the side of the road. Herds of goats 
blocked traffic on their way to grazing grounds. Women baked bread 
in mud-walled ovens in front of their thatched-roof homes. 

Stores were open in Sulaymaniyah and the streets buzzed with 
people. The calls of shoeshine boys in the crowded bazaar mixed with 
offers of cold fruit drinks, fresh grapes and tomatoes. Traffic 
clogged the streets. 
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“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

IRBIL, Iraq (AP) _ Kurdish guerrillas seeking to recapture this 
city from a rival faction have slowed their advance, unwilling to 
confront Iraqi army tanks waiting nearby. 

There has been no major fighting in the area for nearly 24 hours 
and the people in Irbil went about their business calmly Thursday. 

‘“*We are back to the old days, everything is calm all over 
northern Iraq,’*? said Poul Dahl, chief of the U.N. security troops 
in Irbil. *‘There are only skirmishes,”’’ he told The Associated 
Press. 

Irbil, de facto capital of the Kurdish region of northern Iraq, 
was captured by the Kurdistan Democratic Party on Aug. 31 with the 
help of Iraqi Frresident Saddam Hussein’s army. 

Saddam’s intervention prompted U.S. retaliation with cruise 
missile attacks on Iraqi air-defense systems in southern Iraq. 

The rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, which had held Irbil, wa 
moving back toward the city on Wednesday from the east and 
northeast, as artillery boomed in the hills. 

The PUK was closest to Irbil in the village of Kanawiyeh, about 
2@ miles (3@ kilometers) northeast of the city. It also was 
advancing from Kuysanjaq, a town about 25 miles (4@ kilometers) east 
of Irbil and on the main road from Sulaymaniyah. 

_ But despite skirmishes, and a front line that changes day by day 
“*Al1] roads are open and everyone can travel anywhere,’” said Shazad 
Saib, the PUK representative in Ankara, Turkey. 

A PUK statement Thursday said Iraq’s elite Republican Guards wet 
moving toward Irbil from Baghdad to support Iraqi tanks encamped 38 
miles (S@ kilometers) south of the city, and also to help the KDP 
hold the town. 

But there was no confirmation of any movement by Iraqi forces, 
just as there had been no confirmation this week of KDP claims that 
Iranian troops had crossed into Iraq to aid the rival PUK. 

‘ALL the fighters encountered on the front line Wednesday spoke 
Kurdish and appeared to be Kurdish. 

A KDF fighter said the Iranians had guiied back Tuesday, matchiry 
a statement by the KDF representatives in London. 

**Last night, they all started leaving, back to Iran I suppose,’ 
said Jamil Mahmoud, the head of a small group of KDP guerrillas 
guarding a line of trenches on the other side of the front line. 

Now that the Iranians had left, Mahmoud said, *“*we will start 
attacking and win back everything we lost in no time.’?’ 

The two factions long have fought to control northern Iraq, whid 
the United States and its allies set up as a Kurdish -*safe haven’?” 
in 1991 to protect the Kurds after their failed uprising against 
Saddam. 

In Sulaymaniyah, the area’s second-largest city 
the PUK on Sunday _ victory celebrations Thursday looked no 
different than the ones at the town square after the rival group had 
taken over in August. 

Women held up glass-framed portraits of PUK leader Jalal 
Talabani, the faction leader now in charge of the city. Children 
waved small green flags representing-his group. And men danced 
joyfully to Kurdish folk songs as the crowd shouted slogans of 
victory. 


recaptured by 


‘One comes, one goes. We're used to our town changing hands,’? 
said Marivan Abdurrahman, a 26-year-old salesman at a blue-jean 
store downtown. 

Residents said that as the town changed hands twice in the past 
two months, there was little bloodshed. When one faction appeared to 
have the upper hand, the other group fled. 

*“*f always keep a yellow flag, a green one and a portrait of 
Saddam (Hussein) at home _ just in case,’”’ Abdurrahman added, 
referring to the flags of the two rival Kurdish factions. 

The fighting this week has produced offers from the Iraqi and 
Iranian governments, as well as the United States, to mediate the 
dispute, 
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IREIL, Iraq (AFD — The big guns fell silent Thursday, six days 
after Iranian~-backed Kurdish guerrillas began a counteroffensive to 
avenge their rout by a rival faction supported by Saddam Hussein’s 
army » 

“Only the regional capital of Irbil now stands between the 
fighters of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and a convincing 
vVietory over the rival Kurdistan Democratic Farty. 

But the PUK, unwilling to risk a daunting confrontation with 
Iragi tanks deployed near the city, has slowed its advance amid 
calls by Iraq, neighboring Iran and the United States to mediate the 
latest round of fighting in the volatile region. 

““We are not advancing because Saddam’s tanks are protecting 
Iebil,”’’ said a front-line FUK guerrilla who did not want to be 
named. 

However, Mokaddar Kawakawani, a KDF officer, said the PUK was no 
advancing because it did not have the strength to do so. 

By Thursday afternoon, there had been no major artillery 
exchanges in the area for nearly 24 hours. Irbil residents went 
about their business calmly. Only the sound of small gunfire could 
be heard in the hills outside the city. 

Guerrillas on both sides of the front line some 4@ kilometers (4 
miles) east of Irbil looked relaxed. 

““We are back to the old days, everything is calm all over 
northern Irag,’’ said Poul Dahl, chief of the U.N. security troops 
in Irbil. 

*“There are only skirmishes,’’ he told The Associated Press. 

Irbil, de facto capital of the Kurdish region of northern Iraq, 
has been held by KDF forces since Aug. 31, when they captured it 
fram the FUK with the help of Saddam’s army. 

Saddam’s intervention prompted U.S. retaliation with cruise 
missile attacks on Iraqi air-defense systems in southern Iraq. 

The rival PUK was moving toward the city on Wednesday from the 
east and northeast, as artillery boomed in the hills. 

The PUK was closest to Irbil in the village of Kanawiyeh, about 
246 miles (3@ kilometers) northeast of the city. It also was 
advancing from Kuysanjaq, a town about 25 miles (4@ kilometers) east 
of Irbil and on the main road from Sulaymaniyah. 











Rut despite skirmishes, and a front line that changes day by day 
~*ALL roads are open and everyone can travel anywhere,’’ said Shazad 
Saib, the FUK representative in Ankara, Turkey. 

A PUK statement Thursday said elite Iraqi Republican Guards wer 
meving toward Irbil from Kaghdad, to support Iraqi tanks encamped S3@ 
kilometers (34 miles) south of the city, and also to help the KDF 
hold an. 

But there was no confirmation of any movement by Iraqi forces a 
Iraq’s ambassador in Turkey, Rafi al-Tikriti, said on Thursday that 
military intervention by Iraq was out of the question for the time 

being. 

There alsa had been no canfirmation this week of KDF claims tha 
Iranian troops had crossed into [rag to aid the rival PUK, ALI the 
fighters encountered on the front line spoke Kurdish and appeared ta 
be Kurdish. 

But a KDF fighter said the Iranians had pulled back Tuesday, 
matching a statement by the KDF representatives in London. 

Kawakawani, the KDF officer, said his group had captured same 
Iranians during fighting this week. He gave no details. 

¢ “*Last night, they all started leaving, back to Iran I suppose,’ 
said Jamil Mahmoud, the head of a small group of KDF guerrillas 
guarding a line of trenches on the front line. 

Now that the Iranians had left, Mahmoud said, ‘‘we will start 
attacking and win back everything we lost in no time.’’ 

The two factions long have fought to control northern Iraq, whi 
the United States and its allies set up as a Kurdish ‘‘safe haven’’ 
in 1991 to protect the Kurds after their failed uprising against 
Saddam. 

Neanwhile in Sulaymaniyah, the area’s second-largest city _ 
recaptured by the PUK on Sunday _ victory celebrations Thursday 
looked no different than the ones at the town square after the rival 
group had taken over on Sept. 9. 

Women held up glass~framed portraits of PUK leader Jalal 
Talabani, the faction leader now in charge of the city. Children 
waved small green flags representing his group. And men danced 
joyfully to Kurdish folk songs as the crowd shouted slogans of 
Victory. 

& *““OQne comes, one goes. We're used to cur town changing hands,’’ 
said Marivan Abdurrahman, a 26-year-old salesman at a blue jeans 
store downtown. 

Residents said that as the town changed hands twice in the past 
two months, there was little bloodshed. When one faction appeared ta 
have the upper hand, the other group fled. 

Referring to the flags of the two rival Kurdish factions, 
Abdurrahman said, “I always keep a yellow flag, a green one and a 
portrait of Saddam at home | just in case.’’ 
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IREBIL, Iraq (AFD — The big guns fell silent Thursday, six days 
after Iranian~backed Kurdish guerrillas began a counteroffensive to 
avenge their rout by a rival faction supported by Saddam Hussein’s 
army « : 

Only the regional capital of Irbil now stands between the 
fighters of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and a convincing 
Vietory over the rival Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

But the PUK, unwilling to risk a daunting confrontation with 
Iraqi tanks deployed near the city, has slowed its advance amid 
calls by Iraq, neighboring Iran and the United States to mediate the 
latest round of fighting in the volatile region. 

But in ominous remarks, KDF leader Massoud BRarzani threatened ay 
Thursday to ask again for Saddam’s help against the PUK. 

““If we need, we'll ask Iraq to help us again,’"’ Barzani told 
reporters in the town of Salah ad Din about 2@ miles (3% kilometers) 
northeast of Irhbil. 

““Gur enemy is Tran, FUK is a puppet,’ he said. 

He also denied reports that Iraqi tanks were heading toward 
Irbil, but did not reveal the source of these reports. 

“““We are ««. 4th graf, 4th Ld-Writethru < 
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Rebels Advance Toward Irbil on Two Fronts 
Eds: Recaps previous. 

AP Photos KAGI, 163, ANKiG1-—2, IRBi@1,1@3 

By YALMNAN ONARAN 

Associated Press Writer 

BANAWIYEH, Traq (AP) -— Kurdish guerrillas are advancing toward 
the key city of Irbil, seeking to recapture it from a rival 
faction. 

Irbil, the de facto capital of the Kurdish region, was captured 
by the Kurdistan Democratic Party on Aug. 31 with the help of 
Saddam Hussein’s army, prompting the United States to retaliate 
with cruise missile attacks on Iraqi air-defense installations in 
southern Iraq. 

The rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, which had held the city, 
was moving back toward [Irbil on Wednesday from the east and 
northeast as artillery boomed in the hills. 

KDF fighters claimed the PUK was being helped by Iranian 
soldiers. But all the fighters encountered Wednesday spoke Kurdish 
and appeared toa be Kurdish. A KDP fighter said the Iranians had 
pulled back. 

"Last night, they all started leaving, back to Iran I 
suppose," said Jamil Mahmoud, the head of a small group of 
guerrillas guarding a line of trenches on the other side of the 
front line. 

Now that the Iranians had left, Mahmoud said, "we will start 
attacking and win back everything we lost in no time." 

The PUK was closest to Irbil in this village, about 2@ miles (30 
kilometers) northeast of the city. It also was advancing from 
Kuysanjaq, a town about @5 miles (4@ kilometers) east of Irbil and 
en the main road from Sulaymaniyah. 

"We are not going to stap. We will go on until the end. We are 
going to get all of Kurdistan," Rasul Kosrat, an aide to Patriotic 
Union leader Jalal Talabani, told Associated Press Television in 
Sulaymaniyah. 

The Patriotic Union recaptured Sulaymaniyah, its traditional 
stronghold and the area’s second-largest city, ina 
counteroaffensive last week that forced the rival Kurdistan 
Democratic Party from several towns. 

: The twa factions long have fought for control of northern Iraq, 

which the United States and its allies set up as a Kurdish "safe 
haven" in 1991 to protect the Kurds after they made a failed 
uprising against Saddam. 

In Washington, U.S. State Department spokesman Nicholas Kurns 
said Wednesday that Assistant Secretary of State Robert H. 
Pelletreau would meet separately with the faction leaders this 
weekend to try to work out a cease-fire. 

An accord mediated by the United States and Turkey last year 
collapsed in mid-August, and Irbil fell with the help of Iraq’s 
army an Aug. 31. : 

So far, there has been no sign that the Iraqis are involved in 

@ rie latest fighting. Their tanks are believed to be dug in south of 
Irbil. 

KDF officials claim their rival has been able to bounce back 
only because of the Iranians. 

The Patriotic Union and Iran both deny that Iranian fighters are 
involved, but the claim had raised concerns that Iran and Iraq 
could be drawn inte a direct conflict. The two countries fought a 
war from 1988 to 1988 in which millions died. 

In villanes and towns recaptured by the PUK, life appeared to be 
normal. 

Villane children played by the side of the road. Herds of goats 
blocked traffic on their way to grazing grounds. Women baked bread 
in mud-walled ovens in front of their thatched~roof homes. 

Stores were open in Sulaymaniyah and the streets buzzed with 
people. The calls of shoeshine boys in the crowded bazaar mixed 
with offers of cold fruit drinks, fresh grapes and tomatoes. 

Traffic clogged the streets. 

Trade Minister Mohammed Mehdi Saleh said shipments of food into 
nerthern Iraq were proceeding normally and "the movement of 
commodities is free." , 

The government lifted an internal blockade of the Kurdish area 
last month after the KDP had taken control of almost the entire 
region. 
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Skirmishes, Otherwise Calm Reported in Northern Iraq 

Eds: UPDATES thruout with calm inside Irbil, color from 
Sulaymaniyah, U.N. officials saying calm returns; PUK saying all 
roads open, minor EDITING throughout. 

AP Photos BAG, 163,ANK191-2, IRBiG1, 143 

By YALMAN ONARAN 

Associated Press Writer : 

IKRBIL, Iraq (AP) - Kurdish guerrillas seeking to recapture this 
city from a rival faction have slowed their advance, unwilling to 
confrant Iraqi army tanks waiting nearby. 

There has been no major fighting in the area for nearly 24 hours 
and the peeple in Irbil went about their business calmly Thursday. 
"We ace back to the old days, everything is calm all over 
northern Iraq," said Poul Dahl, chief of the U.N. security troops 

in Irbil. "There are only skirmishes," he told The Associated 
Press, 

Irbil, de facto capital of the Kurdish region of northern Iraq, 
was captured by the Kurdistan Democratic Party on Aug. 31 with the 
help of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s army. 

Saddam’s intervention prompted U.S. retaliation with cruise 
missile attacks on Iraqi air-defense systems in southern Iraq. 

The rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, which had held Irbil, 
was moving back toward the city on Wednesday from the east and 
northeast, as artillery boomed in the hills. 

The PUK was closest to Irbil in the village of Banawiyeh, about 
26 miles (30 kilometers) northeast of the city. I[t also was 
advancing from Kuysanjaq, a tawn about 25 miles (4@ kilometers) 
east of Irbil and on the main road from Sulaymaniyah. 

Kut despite skirmishes, and a front line that changes day by 
day, “All roads are open and everyone can travel anywhere," said 
Shazad Gaib, the PUK representative in Ankara, Turkey. 

A PUK statement Thursday said Iraq’s elite Republican Guards 
were moving toward Irbil from Baghdad to support Iraqi tanks 
encamped 30 miles (5S@ kilometers) south of the city, and also to 
help the KDP hold the town. 

But there was no confirmation of any movement by Iraqi forces, 
just as there had been no confirmation this week of KDP claims that 
Iranian troops had crossed into Iraq to aid the rival PUK. 

All the fighters encountered on the front line Wednesday spoke 
Kurdish and appeared to be Kurdish. 

A KDP fighter said the Iranians had pulled back Tuesday, 
matching a statement by the KDF representatives in London. 

"Last night, they all started leaving, back to Iran I 
suppose,” said Jamil Mahmoud, the head of a small group of KDP 
guerrillas guarding a line of trenches on the other side of the 
front line. | 

Now that the Iranians had left, Mahmoud said, “we will start 
attacking and win back everything we lost in no time." 

The two factions long have fought to control northern Iraq, 
which the United States and its allies set up as a Kurdish "safe 
haven" in 1991 to pratect the Kurds after their failed uprising 
against Saddam. 

In Sulaymaniyah, the area's second-largest city - recaptured by 
the PUK on Sunday - victory celebrations Thursday Looked no 
different than the ones at the town square after the rival dates 
had taken over in August. 

Women held up glass-framed portraits of PUK leader Jalal 
Talabani, the faction leader now in charge of the city. Children 
waved small green flags representing his group. And men danced 
joyfully to Kurdish folk songs as the crowd shouted slogans of 
Victory. 

“One comes, one gees. We're used to our town changing hands," 
said Marivan Abdurrahman, a 26-year-old salesman at a blue-jean 
store downtown. 

Residents said that as the town changed hands twice in the past 
two months, there was little bloodshed. When one faction appeared 
to have the upper hand, the other group fled. 

"I always keep a yellow flag, a green one and a portrait of 
Saddam (Hussein) at home ~ just in case," Abdurrahman added, 
referring to the flags of the two rival Kurdish factions. 

The fighting this week has produced offers from the Iraqi and 
Iranian governments, as well as the United States, to mediate the 
dispute. : 
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“Rebels Advance Toward Irbil on Two Fronts(¢ 
*Eds: Recaps previous. ¢ 
“AP Photos BAGI, 143, ANK1@1-—2, IRB1G1,183<¢ 
“Ey YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

BANAWIYEH, Iraq (AP) _ Kurdish guerrillas are advancing toward 
the key city of Irbil, seeking to recapture it from a rival faction. 

# Irbil, the de facto capital of the Kurdish region, was captured 
by the Kurdistan Democratic Party on Aug. 31 with the help of Saddam ¢ 
Hussein's army, prompting the United States to retaliate with cruise 
missile attacks on Iraqi air-defense installations in southern Iraq. 

, The rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, which had held the city, 
was moving back toward Irbil on Wednesday from the east and 
northeast as artillery boomed in the hills. 

KDP fighters claimed the PUK was being helped by Iranian 
soldiers. But all the fighters encountered Wednesday spoke Kurdish 
and appeared to be Kurdish. A KDP fighter said the Iranians had 
pulled back. 

“*‘Last night, they all started leaving, back to Iran I suppose,’’ 
said Jamil Mahmoud, the head of a small group of guerrillas guarding 
a line of trenches on the other side of the front line. 

Now that the Iranians had left, Mahmoud said, ‘*‘we will start 
attacking and win back everything we lost in no time.’’ 

The PUK was closest to Irbil in this village, about 206 miles (30 
kilometers) northeast of the city. It also was advancing from 

hate int a town about 25 miles (4@ kilometers) east of Irbil and 

mn the main road from Sulaymaniyah. 

“We are not going to stop. We will go on until the end. We are 
going to get all of Kurdistan,’’ Rasul Kosrat, an aide to Patriotic 
Union leader Jalal Talabani, told Associated Press Television in 
Sulaymaniyah. 

The Patriotic Union recaptured Sulaymaniyah, its traditional 
stronghold and the area’s second-largest city, in a counteroffensive 
last week that forced the rival Kurdistan Democratic Party from 
several towns. 

The two factions long have fought for control of northern Iraq, 
which the United States and its allies set up as a Kurdish *‘safe 
haven’’ in 1991 to protect the Kurds after they made a failed 
uprising against Saddam. 

In Washington, U.S. State Department spokesman Nicholas Burns 
said Wednesday that Assistant Secretary of State Robert H. 

Pelletreau would meet separately with the faction leaders this 
weekend to try to work out a cease-fire. 

An accord mediated by the United States and Turkey last year 
collapsed in mid-August, and Irbil fell with the help of Ivraq’s army 
on Aug. 3i. 

So far, there has been no sign that the Iraqis are involved in 
the latest fighting. Their tanks are believed to be dug in south of 
Irbil. 

KDF officials claim their rival has been able to bounce back only 
because of the Iranians. 

The Patriotic Union and Iran both deny that Iranian fighters are 
involved, but the claim had raised concerns that Iran and Iraq could 
be drawn into a direct conflict. The two countries fought a war from 
198@ to 1988 in which millions died. 

In villages and towns recaptured by the PUK, life appeared to be 
normal. 

Village children played by the side of the road. Herds of goats 
blocked traffic on their way to grazing grounds. Women baked bread 
in mud-walled ovens in front of their thatched-roof homes. 

Stores were open in Sulaymaniyah and the streets buzzed with 
people. The calls of shoeshine boys in the crowded bazaar mixed with 
offers of cold fruit drinks, fresh grapes and tomatoes. Traffic 
clogged the streets. 

Trade Minister Mohammed Mehdi Saleh said shipments of food into 
northern Iraq were proceeding normally and **the movement of 
commodities is free.’ 

The government lifted an internal blockade of the Kurdish area 

@ asc month after the KDP had taken control of almost the entire 
region. 
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“EC-Traq-Kurds, ist Ld, @546<¢ 
“Rebels Advance Toward Irbil on Two Fronts<¢ 
“Eds: SUBS ISth graf to CORRECT to “‘more than a million’’ sted 
‘“millions’’ killed during Iran-Iraq wars pickup 16th graf, ‘In 
Villages w«.. "¢ 
“AFP Fhotes BAGI, 143, ANK1IG1-2, IRBIG1, 143¢ 
“Ry YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 
BANAWIYEH, Iraq (AFD — Kurdish guerrillas are advancing toward 
the key city of Irbil, seeking to recapture it from a rival faction. 
Irbil, the de facto capital of the Kurdish region, was captured 
by the Kurdistan Democratic Party on Aug. 31 with the help of Saddam 
Hussein's army, prompting the United States to retaliate with cruise 
missile attacks on Iraqi air-defense installations in southern Iraq. 
The rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, which had held the city, 
was moving back toward Irbil on Wednesday from the east and 
northeast as artillery boomed in the hills. 
KDF fighters claimed the FUK was being helped by Iranian 
soldiers. But all the fighters encountered Wednesday spoke Kurdish 
and appeared to be Kurdish. A KDF fighter said the Iranians had 
pulled back. 
“‘Last night, they all started leaving, back to Iran I suppose,’ 
said Jamil Mahmoud, the head of a small group of guerrillas guarding 
a jine of trenches on the other side of the front line. 
Now that the Iranians had left, Mahmoud said, *‘we will start 
attacking and win back everything we lost in no time.’ 
The FUK was closest to Irbil in this village, about 20 miles (3 
kilometers) northeast of the city. It also was advancing from 
Kuysanjaqg, a town about @5 miles (4@ kilometers) east of Irbil and 
on the main road from Sulaymaniyah. 
““We are not going to stop. We will go on until the end. We are 
yoing to get all of Kurdistan,’’ Rasul Kosrat, an aide to Patriotic 
Union leader Jalal Talabani, told Associated Fress Television in 
Sulaymaniyah. 
The Patriotic Union recaptured Sulaymaniyah, its traditional 
stronghold and the area’s second-largest city, in a counteroffensive 
last week that forced the rival Kurdistan Democratic Party from 
several towns. 
The two factions long have fought for control of northern Iraq, 
which the United States and its allies set up as a Kurdish ‘*‘safe 
haven"? iv 1991 to pretect the Kurds after they made a failed 
uprising against Saddam. 
In Washington, U.S. State Department spokesman Nicholas Kurns 
said Wednesday that Assistant Secretary of State Robert H. 
Felletreau would meet separately with the faction leaders this 
weekend to try to work out a cease-fire. 
An’ accard mediated by the United States and Turkey last year 
collapsed in mid-August, and Irbil fell with the help of Iraq’s army 
en Aug. S41. 
So far, there has been no sign that the Iraqis are involved in 
the latest fighting. Their tanks are believed to be dug in south of 
Irbil. 
KDF officials claim their rival has been able to bounce back onl 
because of the Iranians. 
The Fatriotic Union and Iran both deny that Iranian fighters are 
involved, but the claim had raised concerns that Iran and Iraq could 
be drawn into a direct conflict. The two countries fought a war from 
198@ to 1988 in which at least a million people were killed or 
wounded. 
“In villages, 16th graf<¢ 
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*Skirmishes, Otherwise Calm Reported in Northern Iraq< 
“Eds: UPDATES with details, color in grafts 18-20, DELETES outdated 
material, minor edits throughout. ¢ 
“AFP Photo BAGIGL 
“Ey YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 
IRBIL, Iraq (AP) _ The big guns fell silent Thursday, six days 
after Iranian-backed Kurdish guerrillas began a counteroffensive to 
avenge their rout by a rival faction supported by Saddam Hussein’s 
army. 





Only the regional capital of Irbil now stands between the 
fighters of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and a convincing 
victory over the rival Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

But the PUK, unwilling to risk a daunting confrontation with 
Iraqi tanks deployed near the city, has slowed its advance amid 
calls by Iraq, neighboring Iran and the United States to mediate the 
latest round of fighting in the volatile region. 

In ominous remarks, KDP leader Massoud Barzani threatened on 
ee to ask again for Saddam’s help against the PUK. 

*““If we need, we'll ask Iraq to help us again,’’ Barzani told 
nine caren in the town of Salah ad Din about 2@ miles (35 kilometers) 
northeast of Irbil. 

**Our enemy is Iran, PUK is a puppet,’’ he said. 

““We are not advancing because Saddam’s tanks are protecting 
Irbil,’’ said a front-line PUK guerrilla who did not want to be 
named. 
















However, Mokaddar Kawakawani, a KDF officer, said the PUK was n 
advancing because it did not have the strength to do so. ‘ 

By Thursday afternoon, there had been no major artillery 
exchanges in the area for nearly 24 hours. Irbil residents went 
about their business calmly. Only the sound of small gunfire could 
be heard in the hills outside the city. 

Guerrillas on both sides of the front line some 4@ kilometers (¢ 
miles) east of Irbil looked relaxed. 

We are back to the old days, everything is calm all over 
northern Ivaq,?? Poul Dahl, chief of the U.N. security troops in 
Irbil, told The Associated Press. 

Irbil, de facto capital of the Kurdish region of northern Iraq, 
has been held by KDP forces since Aug. 31, when they captured it 
from the PUK with the help of Saddam’s army. 

Saddam’s intervention prompted U.S. retaliation with cruise 
missile attacks on Iraqi air-defense systems in south 

The rival PUK was moving toward the city on Wednesday from t 
east and northeast, as artillery boomed in the hills. 

The PUK was closest to Irbil in the village of Banawiyeh, about 
20 miles (30 kilometers) northeast of the city. It also was 
advancing from Kuysanjaq, a town about 25 miles (4@ kilometers) east 
of Irbil and on the main road from Sulaymaniyah. 

A PUK statement Thursday said elite Iraqi Republican Guards wer 
moving toward Irbil from Baghdad, to support Iraqi tanks thought to 
be encamped 5S@ kilometers (3@ miles) south of the city, and also to 
help the KDP hold on to Irbil. 

But there was no independent confirmation of any movement by 
Iraqi forces and Iraq's ambassador in Turkey, Rafi al-Tikriti, said 
on Thursday that military intervention by Iraq was out of the 
question for the time being. 

In the village of Koshtapa, 12 miles (20 kilometers) south of 
Irbil, Iraqi troops and KDP fighters were jointly manning a 
checkpoint on the road leading south to the oil city of Kirkuk, 
which is under the control of the Iraqi government. 

No tanks were in sight and the KDP men, rather than the Iraqis, 
were stopping motorists for identity checks. The Iraqi soldiers wore 
the black berets of the Republican Guard infantry. 

Villagers told the AP the Iraqi troops have been in the area 
since the capture of Irbil by the KDF on Aug. 31. 

There also had been no confirmation this week of KDP claims tha 
Iranian troops had crossed into Iraq to aid the rival PUK. All the 
fighters encountered on the front line spoke Kurdish and appeared to 
be Kurdish. 

But a KDP fighter said the Iranians had pulled back Tuesday, 
matching a statement by the KDP representatives in London. 

Kawakawani, the KDP officer, said his group had captured some 
Iranians during fighting this week. He gave no details. 

The two factions long have fought to control northern Iraq, whi 
the United States and its allies set up as a Kurdish **safe haven’? 
in 1991 to protect the Kurds after their failed uprising against 
Saddam. 

Meanwhile in Sulaymaniyah, the area’s second-largest city _ 
recaptured by the PUK on Sunday _ victory celebrations Thursday 
looked no different than the ones at the town square after the rival 
group had taken over on Sept. 9. 

Women held up glass-framed portraits of PUK leader Jalal 
Talabani, the faction leader now in charge of the city. Children 
waved small green Fitags representing his group. And men danced 
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Only the regional capital of Irbil now stands between the 
fighters of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and a convincing 
victory over the rival Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

But the PUK, unwilling to risk a daunting confrontation with 
Iraqi tanks deployed near the city, has slowed its advance amid 
calls by Iraq, neighboring Iran and the United States to mediate the 
latest round of fighting in the volatile region. 

In ominous remarks, KDP leader Massoud Barzani threatened on 
hei to ask again for Saddam’s help against the PUK. 

““If we need, we’ll ask Iraq to help us again,’’ Barzani told 
nepartere in the town of Salah ad Din about 26 miles (35 kilometers) 
northeast of Irbil. 

““GQur enemy is Iran, PUK is a puppet,’’ he said. 

: ““We are not advancing because Saddam’s tanks are protecting 
Irbil,’’ said a front-line PUK guerrilla who did not want to be 
named. 


















However, Mokaddar Kawakawani, a KDF officer, said the PUK was n 
advancing because it did not have the strength to do so, 
Hy Thursday afternoon, there had been no major artillery 
exchanges in the area for nearly 24 hours. Irbil residents went 
about their business calmly. Only the sound of small gunfire could 
be heard in the hills outside the city. 
Guerrillas on both sides of the front line some 48 kilometers ( 
miles) east of Irbil looked relaxed. 
“‘We are back to the old days, everything is calm all over 
northern Iraq,?? Poul Dahl, chief of the U.N. security troops in 
Irbil, told The Associated Press. 
Irbil, de facto capital of the Kurdish region of northern Iraq, 
has been held by KDP forces since Aug. 31, when they captured it 
from the PUK with the help of Saddam’s army. 
Saddam’s intervention prompted U.S. retaliation with cruise 
missile attacks on Iraqi air-defense systems in southern” . 
The rival FUK was moving toward the city on Wednesday from t 
east and northeast, as artillery boomed in the hills. 
The PUK was closest to Irbil in the village of Banawiyeh, about 
26 miles (3@ kilometers) northeast of the city. It also was 
advancing from Kuysanjaq, a town about @5 miles (4@ kilometers) east 
af Irbil and on the main road from Sulaymaniyah. 
A PUK statement Thursday said elite Iraqi Republican Guards wer 
moving toward Irbil from Baghdad, to support Iraqi tanks thought to 
be encamped S@ kilometers (36 miles) south of the city, and also to 
help the KDP hold on to Irbil. 
Kut there was no independent confirmation of any movement by 
Iraqi forces and Iraq’s ambassador in Turkey, Rafi al-Tikriti, said 
on Thursday that military intervention by Iraq was out of the 
question for the time being. 
In the village of Koshtapa, 12 miles (2@ kilometers) south of 
Irbil, Iraqi troops and KDP fighters were jointly manning a 
checkpoint on the road leading south to the oil city of Kirkuk, 
which is under the control of the Iraqi government. 
No tanks were in sight and the KDP men, rather than the Iraqis, 
were stopping motorists for identity checks. The Iraqi soldiers wore 
the black berets of the Republican Guard infantry. 
Villagers told the AF the Iraqi troops have been in the area 
since the capture of Irbil by the KDF on Aug. Si. 
There also had been no confirmation this week of KDP claims that 
Iranian troops had crossed into Iraq to aid the rival PUK. All the 
fighters encountered on the front line spoke Kurdish and appeared to 
be Kurdish. 
But a KDP fighter said the Iranians had pulled back Tuesday, 
matching a statement by the KDF representatives in London. 
Kawakawani, the KDP officer, said his group had captured some 
Iranians during fighting this week. He gave no details. 
The two factions long have fought to control northern Iraq, whid 
the United States and its allies set up as a Kurdish **safe haven’’ 
in 1991 to protect the Kurds after their failed uprising against 
Saddam. 
Neanwhile in Sulaymaniyah, the area’s second-largest city _ 
recaptured by the PUK on Sunday _ victory celebrations Thursday 
looked no different than the ones at the town square after the rival 
group had taken over on Sept. 9. 
Women held up glass-framed portraits of FUK leader Jalal 
Talabani, the faction leader now in charge of the city. Children 
waved small green flags representing his group. And men danced 
joyfully to Kurdish folk songs as the crowd shouted slogans of 
“vietory. 
‘*One comes, one goes. We’re used to our town changing hands,’’ 
said Marivan Abdurrahman, a 26-year-old salesman at a blue jeans 
‘stere downtown. 
Referring to the flags of the two rival Kurdish factions, 


Abdurrahman said, **I always keep a yellow flag, a green one and a 
portrait of Saddam at home _ just in case.’ 
*“YO-HH<¢ 
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“BC-ITraqg~Kurds, 3rd Ld : 
“Fighting on 3 Fronts; Iraqis Gtay Puts; Irbil Quiet< 
“AFP Photo IRBIGS-167<¢ 
‘Eds: UPDATES in @nd graf with PUK denying it held Kuysanjaq; Edits 
to conform. ¢ 
“Ky YALMAM ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 
IRBIL, Iraq (AFD — Rival Kurdish factions battled on three front 
around this regional capital Friday, with one side claiming it had 
recaptured a town lost earlier this week in the see-saw fighting. 
The Iranian~backed Fatriotic Union of Kurdistan issued a fax fra 
its Lenden office saying that it had held the disputed town against 
an attack by the Kurdistan Democratic Party, but confirming heavy 
fighting at Kuysanjaq, 3@ kilometers (3@ miles) southeast of Irbil. 
After hiding in their homes for three days, waiting for the PUK 
rebels to counterattack and take Irbil from their Iraqi~backed KDF 
rivals, Kurdish residents went shopping Friday. 
Neanwhile, the two factions battled to the east, southeast and 
northeast, close to the Iranian border. 5 
There was no reported fighting or movement to the west and saut 
where Iraqi troops were seen Thursday, calmly manning checkpoints in 
teams with the Kurdistan Democratic Farty that remains in control of 
Irbil. ; 





The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan — driven from Irbil Aug. 31 by 
the KDF with help from Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s army _ had 
halted its counteroffensive about 35 kilometers (26 miles) east of 
the city. , 
The PUK captured Sulaymaniyah, the second largest Kurdish city, 
from the KDF on Sunday, reversing the Iraqi~backed victory af August 
and September. ; 

But a KDE, pre-dawn raid Friday recaptured Kuysanjaq, 4 
high-ranking KDF source told The Associated Fress. 
“He spoke, Sth graf, 2nd Ld¢ 
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“BC-Lraq-Kurds, 4th Ld 
“Fighting on 3 Fronts; Iraqis Stay Puts Irbil Quiet<¢ 
“Ede: RAISES reference to KDF being Iragi-backed and to U.S. 
warninge ¢ 
“AP Phote IRBIGS-107¢ 
“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated FPress Writer= 

IRBIL, Iraq (APD — Rival Kurdish factions battled on three fron 
around this regional capital Friday, with an Iragi-backed group 
claiming it had recaptured a town lost earlier this week in the 
see-saw fighting. 

The Iranian~backed Patriotic Union of Kurdistan issued a fax fr 
its Lendon office saying that it had held the disputed town against 
an attack by the Kurdistan Democratic Farty, but confirming heavy 
fighting at Kuysanjaq, S@ kilometers (30 miles) southeast of Irbil. 

The United States, meanwhile, reiterated a warning to both Iraq 
and Iran to keep cut of the fighting in northern Iraq to avoid 
increasing instability in the already turbulent region. 
“After hiding, 3rd graf 3rd Ld< 
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“BC~Iraq-Kurds, @nd Ld-Writethru 
“URGENT ¢ 
“Fighting on 3 Fronts; Iraqis Stay Put; Irbil Quiet<¢ 
“AP Photo IRB1@5-107¢ 
*Edse: CORRECTS mileage from Irbil in 1@th graf, COMBINES urgent 
series, tightens. ¢ 
“By YALNAN OMARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

IRBIL, Iraq (AP) _ Rival Kurdish factions battled on three. fron 
around this regional capital Friday, with one side claiming it had 
recaptured a town lost earlier this week in the see-saw fighting. 

After hiding in their homes for three days, waiting for 
Iranian~backed PUK rebels to counterattack and take Irbil from their 
Iraqgi-backed KDP rivals, Kurdish residents went shopping Friday. 

Meanwhile, the two factions battled nearby to the east, southea 
and northeast, close to the Iranian border. 

There was no reported fighting or movement to the west and sout 
where Iraqi troops were seen Thursday, calmly manning checkpoints in 
teams with the Kurdistan Democratic Party that remains in control of 
Irbil. 

The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan _ driven from Irbil Aug. 31 by 
the KDP with help from Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s army _ had 
halted its counteroffensive about 35 kilometers (20 miles) east of 
the city. 3 

The PUK captured Sulaymaniyah, the second largest Kurdish city, 
from the KDP on Sunday, reversing the [raqi-backed victory of August 
and September. 

But a KDP, pre-dawn raid Friday recaptured Kuysanjaq, near the 
giant Dokan Reservoir, S@ kilometers (3@ miles) southeast of Irbil, 

a high-ranking KDP source told The Associated Press. 

He spoke on condition of anonymity, and journalists were barred 
for the first time from approaching the front line. 

The fighting involved mostly ground troops, with some artillery, 
the KDP source said, adding that Kuysanjaq _ taken by the PUK on its 
way toward Irbil this week _ was attacked at 5S a.m. (@2@@ gmt) by 
KDP forces. 

The rival Kurdish factions also battled near Diyanah, about 138 
kilometers (8@ miles) northeast of Irbils and east of nearby 
Rawanduz. 

There has been fighting in smaller villages closer to Irbil. Bu 
no gunfire could be heard in the market places Friday morning _ the 
first day of the Muslim weekend _ as cars, horse-drawn wagons, old 
men pushing carts, and pedestrians bustled about their business. 

***Welre coming to Irbil,’ PUK radio kept saying for two days, 
and we were all expecting them.'’ said Wajid Shakeer, a young waiter 
at a downtown restaurant. **But when they did not come, people 
realized the threat was not so real.’’ 

Although there is no evidence that Iraqi troops, stationed as 
close as Koshtapa, 26 kilometers (12 miles) south of Irbil, have 
moved to interfere with the Kurdish fighting, the PUK may have 
halted its advance to avoid a possible confrontation with Saddam’s 
army. 

Iraq, Iran, the United States and Turkey have all called on the 
Kurdish factions to stop fighting, and have offered mediation. 

-- - U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert H. Pelletreau plans to 
travel to the region this weekend to meet with the leaders of the 
two rival Kurdish factions. 

In Washington, State Department spokesman Nicholas Burns said 
Thursday: *‘We'’re calling upon Iraq and Iran to stay out of the 
fighting in northern Iraq, not to inflame it, not to engage in any 
provocative behavior that will just lead to further instability and 
further violence.’’ ; 

Iraqi soldiers in black berets guarded a checkpoint at the 
entrance to Koshtapa on Thursday night, but it was the KDP 
guerrillas who questioned drivers. 

Saddam’s tanks, which helped the KDP take Irbil on Aug. 31, cou 
not be seen between Irbil and Koshtapa, nor from any road toward the 
east where the two factions were fighting Friday. 

Saddam’s intervention in August prompted U.S. retaliation with 
cruise missile attacks on Iraqi air-defense systems in southern 
Iraq. 

The Iraqi tanks moved south from Irbil, but the soldiers 
remained, villagers in Koshtapa said. 

“Gh, they have been shopping here all the time,’* said a Kurdi 
grocer named Mahdi, after weighing fruit and vegetables for an Iraqi 
officer with three stars on his shoulders. 

The mixing of Iraqi troops and KDP guerrillas at checkpoints 
indicated a change in the situation south of Irbil, where once there 
was a Clear border between the Baghdad-controlled southern part of 
Iraq and the Kurdish region in the north. 

Women wailing over the bodies of three KDP fighters, believed 
Slain at the nearby village of Chohman, were a reminder that despite 
lulls on many fronts, vicious fighting still raged between the 
Kurds. 

The bodies of the three guerrillas _ or what was left of them 
after artillery blew them to bits _ were packed into two small grain 
sacks for burial in Koshtapa. 

In Irbil, surface normality mixed with hidden fear. 

The market was heavy with the smells of chopped meat on larne 
trays heated from beneath by bunsen burners. Uena--- : 
offered shamoan sea +--+" 





Pang Seprenser. 

But a KDF, pre-dawn raid Friday recaptured Kuysanjaq, near the 
giant Dokan Reservoir, S@ kilometers (36 miles) southeast of Irbil, 
a high-ranking KDP source told The Associated Press. 

He spoke on condition of anonymity, and journalists were barred 
for the first time from approaching the front line. 

The fighting involved mostly ground troops, with some artillery, 
the KDP source said, adding that Kuysanjaq _ taken by the PUK on its 
way toward Irbil this week _ was attacked at 5S a.m. (@20@ gmt) by 
KDF forces. 

The rival Kurdish factions also battled near Diyanah, about 138 
kilometers (8@ miles) northeast of Irbil3; and east of nearby 
Rawanduz. 

There has been fighting in smaller villages closer to Irbil. Bu 
no gunfire could be heard in the market places Friday morning _ the 
first day of the Muslim weekend _ as cars, horse-drawn wagons, old 
men pushing carts, and pedestrians bustled about their business. 

***We're coming to Irbil,*’ PUK radio kept saying for two days, 
and we were all expecting them.’’ said Wajid Shakeer, a young waiter 
at a downtown restaurant. **But when they did not come, people 
realized the threat was not so real.’’ 

Although there is no evidence that Iraqi troops, stationed as 
close as Koshtapa, 20 kilometers (12 miles) south of Irbil, have 
moved to interfere with the Kurdish fighting, the PUK may have 
halted its advance to avoid a possible confrontation with Saddam’s 
army. 

Iraq, Iran, the United States and Turkey have all called on the 
Kurdish factions to stop fighting, and have offered mediation. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert H. FPelletreau plans to 
travel to the region this weekend to meet with the leaders of the 
two rival Kurdish factions. 

In Washington, State Department spokesman Micholas Burns said 
Thursday: **We’re calling upon Iraq and Iran to stay out of the 
fighting in northern Iraq, not to inflame it, not to engage in any 
provocative behavior that will just lead to further instability and 
further violence.’? ‘ 

Iraqi soldiers in black berets guarded a checkpoint at the 
entrance to Koshtapa on Thursday night, but it was the KDP 
guerrillas who questioned drivers. 

Saddam’s tanks, which helped the KDP take Irbil on Aug. 31, cou 
not be seen between Irbil and Koshtapa, nor from any road toward the 
east where the two factions were fighting Friday. 

Saddam’s intervention in August prompted U.S. retaliation with 
cruise missile attacks on Iraqi air~defense systems in southern 
Iraq. 





The Iraqi tanks moved south from Irbil, but the soldiers 
remained, villagers in Koshtapa said. 

**Oh, they have been shopping here all the time,’”* said a Kurdi 
grocer named Mahdi, after weighing fruit and vegetables for an Iraqi 
officer with three stars on his shoulders. 

The mixing of Iraqi troops and KDP guerrillas at checkpoints 
indicated a change in the situation south of Irbil, where once there 
was a Clear border between the Baghdad-controlled southern part of 
Iraq and the Kurdish region in the north. 

Women wailing over the bodies of three KDP fighters, believed 
Slain at the nearby village of Chohman, were a reminder that despite 
lulls on many fronts, vicious fighting still raged between the 
Kurds. 

The bodies of the three guerrillas _ or what was left of them 
after artillery blew them to bits were packed into two small grain 
sacks for burial in Koshtapa. 

In Irbil, surface normality mixed with hidden fear. 

The market was heavy with the smells of chopped meat on large 
trays heated from beneath by bunsen burners. Vendors outside stores 
offered shampoo and toothpaste from Iran, crackers and cotton swabs 
from Turkey, and underwear and socks from Baghdad. 

Tomatoes, green peppers, dark-red grapes and eggplants filled 
street stalls. Old men and small boys pulled two-wheeled carts of 
sacks of potatoes, tomatoes or large barrels of gasoline. 

“*I%m not afraid of (the PUK) coming here, if they do,’ said 
Mushrak Cawdat, a barber, as he shaved a customer in his salon. 

‘“There is no difference between (the two factions). If you’re not 
involved in their politics, there is nothing to fear.’’ 

But his customer was worried. 

“*They will kill people who have worked for the KDP,’’ bus driv 
Salah Mebi Ahmad said through the shaving foam on his face. **KDF 
does the same when it takes towns. And sometimes people who are not 
really involved go by mistake. I hate this war.’’ 

Soon after dark on Thursday, Irbil’s streets were deserted. 
Although there was no curfew, KDF radio urged people to stay home at 
night. 


Only KDF fighters at checkpoints every 5@ yards (meters) were 
seen on the streets, where stray cats walked unchallenged by traffic 
or pedestrians. 
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“URGENT ¢ 
“Frrecede TRETL ¢ 
“Fighting on 3 Fronts; Iraqis Stay Puts; Irbil Quiet<¢ 
“Eds: UPDATES with AF in disputed town, confirming Iraqi~backed 
forces have taken it. ¢ 
“AP Photo IRBI@S-147<¢ 
“Ey YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 
KUYSANTAQG, Iraq (AFD — An Iraqi-backed Kurdish faction started 
major counteroffensive Friday, capturing this strategically 
important town six days after losing it, and halting a rival group's 
push toward northern Iraq’s regional capital. 
Kuysanjaq, 8@ kilometers (56 miles) southeast of the Irbil, is 
protected by mountain ranges on both sides and has traditionally 
been a focus of battle. 
The Iraqi-backed Kurdistan Democratic Party attacked the town 
before dawn, and moaved in at noon (@90@ gmt), ousting the Fatriotic 
Union of Kurdistan, which receives support from neighboring Iran. 
The fighting involved mostly ground troops, with some artillery, 
a KDF source said. ; 
The United States reiterated a warning to both Iraq and Iran ta 
keep out of the fighting in northern Iraq to avoid increasing 
instability in the already turbulent region. 
Iran and Iraq have called for an end to the fighting and offere 
to mediate. 
There were no Iraqi tanks aor soldiers to be seen as the KDE mad 
its move, battling on the east, southeast and northeast of Irbil, 
and keeping the PUK out of the city that was lost to the Saddam 
Hussein-supported faction on Aug. 31. 
In addition to the fighting at Kuysanjaq _ taken by the PUK an 
its way toward I[rbil this week _— the factions battled near Diyanah, 
about 13@ kilometers (86 miles) northeast of Irbil; and east of 
nearby Rawanduz. 
There was no reported fighting or movement to the west and sout 
where Iraqi troops were seen Thursday, calmly manning village 
checkpoints in teams with the Kurdistan Democratic Farty, which 
remains in cantrol of Irbil. 
The PUK had halted its offensive about 35 kilometers (2@ miles) 
east of Irbil, after capturing Sulaymaniyah, the second largest i 
Kurdish city, from the KDF on Sunday. It looked then as if the FUK 
was going to reverse the Iragi-backed victory of August and 
September. 
After hiding in their homes for three days, waiting for the PUK 
ta counterattack, Kurdish residents of I[rbil went shopping Friday. 
“There has been, Lith graf, @nd Lao 
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“BC-Iraq-Kurds, 6th Ld-Writethru, @649¢ 
“URGENT ¢ 
“Prrecede IREIL ¢ 
“Fighting on 3 Fronts; Iraqis Stay Puts; Irbil Quiet<¢ 
“Eds: UPDATES confirming Iraqgi-backed forces have taken disputed 
town. ¢ 
“AP Photo IRBIGS-167¢ 
“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

KUYSANTAQ, Iraq (AF) _ An Iraqi-backed Kurdish faction started 
major counteroffensive Friday, capturing this strategically 
important town six days after losing it, and halting a rival group’s 
push toward northern Iraq’s regional capital. 

Kuysanjaq, 8@ kilometers (5@ miles) southeast of Irbil, is 
protected by mountain ranges on both sides and traditionally has 
been a focus of battle. 

The Iraqi-backed Kurdistan Democratic Party attacked the town 
before dawn and moved in at noon (@900 GMT), ousting forces of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, which receives support from 
neighboring Iran. 

The fighting involved mostly ground troops, with some artillery, 
a KDF source said. 

The United States reiterated a warning to both Iraq and Iran to 
keep out of the fighting in northern Iraq to avoid increasing 
instability in the already turbulent region. 

Iran and Iraq have called for an end to the fighting and offere 
to mediate. 

There were no Iraqi tanks or soldiers to be seen as the KDF mad 
its move, battling on the east, southeast and northeast of Irbil, 
and keeping the FUK out of the city that was lost to the Saddam 
Hussein-supported faction on Aug. 31. 

In addition to the fighting at Kuysanjaq _ taken by the PUK on 
its way toward Irbil this week _ the factions battled near Diyanah, 
about 1380 kilometers (88 miles) northeast of Irbil; and east of 
nearby Rawanduz. 5 

There was no reported fighting or movement to the west and sout 
where Iraqi troops were seen Thursday manning village checkpoints in 
teams with soldiers of the Kurdistan Democratic Party, which remains 
in control of Irbil. 

The PUK had halted its offensive about 35 kilometers (26 miles) 
east of Irbil, after capturing Sulaymaniyah, the second largest 
Kurdish city, from the KDP on Sunday. It looked then as if the PUK 
was going to reverse the Iraqi-backed victory of August and 
September. 

After hiding in their homes for three days, waiting for the PUK 
to counterattack, Kurdish residents of Irbil went shopping Friday. 

There has been fighting in smaller villages close to the city, 
but no gunfire could be heard in the market places Friday morning _ 
the first day of the Muslim weekend _ as horse-drawn.wagons, old men 
pushing carts, cars and pedestrians bustled about their business. 

“**We're coming to Irbil,’ PUK radio kept saying for two days, 
and we were all expecting them,’’ said Wajid Shakeer, a young waiter 
at a downtown restaurant. *‘But when they did not come, people 
realized the threat was not so real.’’ 

The market was full of the smells of chopped meat and fresh 
vegetables. Vendors in front of stores offered shampoos and tooth 
paste from Iran, crackers and cotton swabs from Turkey, underwear 
and socks from Baghdad. . 

“*I'%m not afraid of (the PUK) coming here, if they do,’’ said 
Mushrak Cawdat, a barber, as he shaved a customer in his salon. 

‘“*There is no difference between (the two factions). If you’re not 
involved in their politics, there is nothing to fear.’’ 

But his customer was worried. 

‘*They will kill people who have worked for the KDF,’’ said Sala 
Nebi Ahmad, a bus driver, with shaving foam on his face. **KDFP does 
the same when it takes towns. And sometimes people who are not 
really involved go by mistake. I hate this war.?? : 

The two Kurdish groups, at odds for years, differ over the PUK’ 
close links with neighboring Iran and what policies to adopt in 
dealing with the [raqgi government. The KDF favors an accommodation 
with Baghdad over Kurdish demands for autonomy. 
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“Traqi~Backed Kurds Retake Strategic Town< 
“Eds: AMs; UPDATES throughout with details, color from scene. 
CORRECTS distance from Irbil in @nd graf<¢ 
“AF Fhote IRBIG@S-167¢ 
“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

KUYSANTJAQG, Iraq (AP) _ Turning the tide after six days of 
setbacks, an Iraqi-backed Kurdish faction Friday retook this 
strategic town, which straddles the highway leading to northern 
Iraq’s regional capital. 

With its capture of Kuysanjaq, the Kurdistan Democratic Farty 
succeeded in pushing its Iranian-sponsored rivals farther away from 
the city of Irbil, which lies about 5@ kilometers (3@ miles) to the 
northwest. 

As the two groups battled east, southeast and northeast of Irbi 
there was no sign that Iraqi troops had helped their KDP allies, and 
no Iraqi soldiers were seen moving on the roads south or east from 
Irbil. 

The United States has warned Iraq and Iran against penetrating 
into Kurdish areas, and both those countries have offered mediation 
and called on the Kurds to stop fighting. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert H. Pelletreau planned 
travel to the region this weekend to meet with the two Kurdish 
leaders, Washington said. 

The KDF began its counteroffensive before dawn Friday and its 
fighters entered Kuysanjaq at about noon (8900 GMT), setzing control 
after expelling the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

Heavy shelling and non-stop gunfire could be seen and heard fro 
the town. One burst of KDF shelling, presumably targeting a PUK 
stronghold, set fire to an area a few miles (kilometers) outside 
town in the foothills of the Haybar Sultan mountains. 

Hundreds of KDF guerrillas were massed at the entrance to 
Kuysanjag, not participating in the fighting. It was not clear 
whether they had taken part in the battle to seize the town had been 
bused in afterward. 

Residents said Friday morning’s battle was concentrated just 
outside the town and there was no fighting inside Kuysanjaq; Nor 
were there civilian casualties. 

Men stood by the exit of the village, on a high point, watching 
the battle. Women and children preferred flat rooftops and gardens. 

“We're used to the fighting, so we're not that afraid,’’ said 
Pakizah Fattah, a 34-year-old mother of two. **But the kids get 
seared each time.'’ : 

It was the third time in a month this town had changed hands. 
Kuysanjaq is protected by mountain ranges on both sides and has 
traditionally been a strategic prize in the Kurdish fighting. 

In a lightning campaign that began last Sunday, the PUK retook 
the major city of Sulaymaniyah close to the Iranian border, then 
pushed westward, taking Kuysanjaq and getting to within 25 miles (48 
kilometers) of Irbil. 

The FUK, which is led by Jalal Talabani and has links with hie 
was expelled from Irbil, Sulaymaniyah and virtually the whole of 
northern Iraq by the Kaghdad-backed KDF in an offensive that began 
Aug. B31. 

Saddam Hussein's military intervention on the side of the KDF, 
led by Massoud Barzani, prompted the United States to retaliate with 
eruise missile attacks on air-defense installations in southern 
Iraq. 

But in Kuysanjaq on Friday, there were neither Iraqi government 
soldiers nor tanks to be. seen. 

In Irbil, no gunfire could be heard in the market places on the 
first day of the Muslim weekend.as cars, horse-drawn wagons, old men 
pushing carts, and pedestrians bustled about their business. 

‘“‘We're coming to Irbil,’’ PUK radio kept saying for two days, 
and we were all expecting them,"’’ said Wajid Shakeer, a young waiter 
at a downtown restaurant. **But when they did not come, people 
realized the threat was not so real.’’ 
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“traqi-BRacked Kurds Ketake Strategic Town< 
“Ede: UPDATES throughout with details, color fram scene. CORRECTS 
distance from Irbil in @nd graf< 
“AF Photo IRBIGS-1@7< 
“Ry YALMAN GNARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

KUYSANTAG, Iraq (AP) — Noving forward after a week of setbacks, 
an Iraqi-backed Kurdish faction Friday retook this strategic town 
straddling the highway to northern Iraq’s regional capital. 

With its capture of Kuysanjagqg, the Kurdistan Democratic Party 
succeeded in pushing its Iranian-sponsored rivals farther away from 
the city of Irbil, which lies about 5@ kilometers (30 miles) to the 
northwest. 

As the two groups battled east, southeast and northeast of Irbil 
there was no sign that Iraqi troops had helped their KDP allies, and 
no Iraqi soldiers were seen moving on the roads south or east from 
Irbil. : 

The United States has warned Iraq and Iran against penetrating 
into Kurdish areas, and both those countries have offered mediation 
and called on the Kurds to stop fighting. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert H. Pelletreau planned % 
travel ta the region this weekend to meet with the two Kurdish 
leaders, officials in Washington said. 

The KDF began its counteroffensive before dawn Friday and its 
fighters entered Kuysanjaq at about noon (@9@@ GMT), seizing control 
after expelling forces of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

Heavy shelling and nonstop gunfire could be seen and heard from 
the town. One burst of KDF shelling, presumably targeting a PUK 
stronghold, set fire to an area a few miles (kilometers) outside 
town in the foothills of the Haybar Sultan mountains. 

Hundreds of KDF guerrillas were massed at the entrance to 
Kuysanjaq, but it was not clear whether they had taken part in the 
battle to seize the town or had been bused in afterward. 

Residents said Friday morning’s battle was concentrated just 
outside the town and there was no fighting inside Kuysanjaqs; nor 
were there civilian casualties. 

Nen stood on a high point by the exit of the village, watching 
the battle. Women and children preferred flat rooftops and gardens. 

“‘We're used to the fighting, so we’re not that afraid,’’ said 
Fakizah Fattah, a 34-year-old mother of two. **But the kids get 
scared each time.’’ 

It was the third time in a month this town had changed hands. 
Kuysanjaq is protected by mountain ranges on both sides and has 
traditionally been a strategic prize in the Kurdish fighting. 

In a lightning campaign that began last Sunday, the PUK retook 
the major city of Sulaymaniyah close to the Iranian border, then 
pushed westward, taking Kuysanjaq and getting to within 25 miles (4@ 
Kilometers) of Irbil. 

The PUK, which is led by Jalal Talabani and has links with Iran, 
had been expelled from Irbil, Sulaymaniyah and virtually the whole 
of northern Iraq by the Baghdad-backed KDF in an offensive that 
began Aug. 31. 

Saddam Hussein’s military intervention on the side of the KDF, 
led by Massoud Barzani, prompted the United States to retaliate with 
eruise missile attacks on air-defense installations in southern 
Iraq. \ 

Rut in Kuysanjaq on Friday, there were neither Iraqi government 
soldiers nor tanks to be seen. 

In Irbil, no gunfire could be heard in the market places on the 
first day af the Muslim weekend as cars, horse-drawn wagons, old men 
pushing carts, and pedestrians bustled about their business. 

“““We're coming to Irbil,’ PUK radio kept saying for two days, 
and we were all expecting them,’* said Wajid Shakeer, a young waiter 
at a downtown restaurant. *“*‘But when they did not come, people 
realized the threat was not so real.’” 
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“Iragi-Backed Kurds Retake Strategic Town< 
“Ede: UPDATES in grafs 13-14 with civilians eegus7s on restores 
dropped word “*‘oar’?’? in &th graf. ¢ 
“AF Phote IRBIGS-107 ¢ 
“Ry YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

KUYSANTAR, Iraq (AFD — Turning the tide after six days of 
setbacks, an Iraqi-backed Kurdish faction Friday retook this 
strategic town, which straddles the highway leading to’ northern 
iraq’s regional capital. 

With its capture of Kuysanjaq, the Kurdistan Democratic Party 
succeeded in pushing its Iranian~-sponsored rivals farther away from 
the city of Irbil, which lies about 5@ kilometers (3@ miles) to the 
northwest. 

) As the two groups battled east, southeast and northeast of Irbil 
there was no sign that Iraqi troops had helped their KDP allies, and 

no Iraqi soldiers were seen moving on the roads south or east from 

Irbail. 

The United States has warned Iraq and Iran against penetrating 
into Kurdish areas, and both those countries have offered mediation 
and called on the Kurds to stop fighting. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert H. Pelletreau planned 
travel toa the region this weekend to meet with the two Kurdish 
leaders, Washington said. 

The KDF began its counteroffensive before dawn Friday and its 
fighters entered Kuysanjaq at about noon (6900 GNT>), seizing control 
after expelling the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

Heavy shelling and non-stop gunfire could be seen and heard fro 
the town. One burst of KDF shelling, presumably targeting a PUK 
stronghold, set fire to an area a few miles (kilometers) outside 
town in the foothills of the Haybar Sultan mountains. 

Hundreds of KDF guerrillas were massed at the entrance to 
Kuysanjaq, not participating in the fighting. It was not clear 
whether they had taken part in the battle to seize the town or had 
been bused in afterward. 

) Residents said Friday morning’s battle was concentrated just 
outside the town and there was no fighting inside Kuysanjaq3; Nor 
vere there civilian casualties. 

Men stood by the exit of the village, on a high point, watching 
the battle. Women and children preferred flat rooftops and gardens. 

“"“We're used to the fighting, so we’re not that afraid,’’ said 
Fakizah Fattah, a 34-year-old mother of two. **But the kids get 
scared each time.’” 

It was the third time in a month this town had changed hands. 
Kuysanjaq is protected by mountain ranges on both sides and has 
traditionally been a strategic prize in the Kurdish fighting. 

There was no immediate word on military casualties from the 
latest fighting. 

But an Associated Press photographer reported from the town of 
Hareer, 88 kilometers (S@ miles) northeast of Irbil, that PUK 
artillery killed five civilians and wounded three others there 
Friday. 
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“Ky YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 

KUYSANTAR, Iraq (AP) — Moving forward after a week of setbacks, 
an Iraqi~backed Kurdish faction Friday retook this strategic tawn 
straddling the highway to northern Iraq’s regional capital. 

With its capture of Kuysanjaq, the Kurdistan Democratic Party 
succeeded in pushing its Iranian-sponsored rivals farther away from 
the city of Irbil, which lies about 5@ kilometers (3@ miles) to the 
northwest. 

As the two groups battled east, southeast and northeast of Irbil 
there was no sign that Iraqi troops had helped their KDFP allies, and 
no Iraqi soldiers were seen moving on the roads south or east from 
Irbil. 

The United States has warned Iraq and Iran against penetrating 
into Kurdish areas, and both those countries have offered smadsats on 
and called on the Kurds to stop fighting. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert H. Pelletreau planned 4 
travel ta the region this weekend to meet with the two Kurdish 
leaders, officials in Washington said. 

The KDF began its counteroffensive before dawn Friday and its 
fighters entered Kuysanjaq at about noon (9900 GNT), seizing control 
after expelling forces of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

Heavy shelling and nonstop gunfire could be seen and heard fram 
the town. One burst of KDF shelling, presumably targeting a PUK 
stronghold, set fire to an area a few miles (kilometers) outside 
town in the foothills of the Haybar Sultan mountains. 

Hundreds of KDF guerrillas were massed at the entrance to 
Kuysanjaq, but it was not clear whether they had taken part in the 
hattle to seize the town or had been bused in afterward. 

Residents said Friday morning’s battle was concentrated just 
outside the town and there was no TAghving inside Kuysanjaq3; nor 
were there civilian casualties. 

Nen stood on a high point by the exit of the village, watching 
the battle. Women and children preferred flat rooftops and gardens. 

““We're used to the fighting, so we're not that afraid,” said 
FPakizah Fattah, a 34-year-old mother of two. **But the kids get 
scared each time.’” 

It was the third time in a month this town had changed hands. 
Kuysanjaq is protected by mountain ranges on both sides and has 
traditionally been a strategic prize in the Kurdish fighting. 

There was no immediate word on military casualties from the 
latest fighting. 

But an Associated Press photographer reported from the town of 
Hareer, 8@ kilometers (50 miles) northeast of Irbil, that FUK 
artillery killed five civilians and wounded three others there 
Friday. 
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“US Preparing for Evacuation of More Iraqi Kurds< 
“Ky GEGRGE GEDDA= 
“Associated Press Writer= 
WASHINGTON (AFD — The United States is planning to move about 7 
CiA~funded Ifaqi dissidents and their families from northern Iraq 
into Turkey this weekend, State Department officials said Friday 
night. 






The dissidents contend they have been faced with mortal danger 
since Iraqi President Saddam Hussein dispatched his troops into 
northern Iraq in late August. 

The group is affiliated with the Iraqi National Congress, which 
fled their headquarters in Irbil when Iraqi forces linked up with 
their Kurdish allies and stormed the city seven weeks aga. 

The CIA helped the INC make press releases, books and radia and 
television broadcasts, but there is na indication of CIA involvement 
in INC military activities. 

The State Department officials declined to provide further 
details but it is believed that the dissidents will remain in Turkey 
only briefly. 
Last month, the United States evacuated to Guam via Turkey more 
than 2@2,@@@ Iraqi Kurds. They included Kurds who worked on 
U.S.-sponsored humanitarian relief programs and their families. 

The Kurds are living at U.S. military facilities on Guam, a U.S. 
outpost in the Facific. 

All evacuees were believed to have been threatened by the chang 
situation in northern Iraq and virtually all are expected to be 
resettled eventually on the U.S. mainland. 

The Iraqi National Congress claims some of their members were 
@ither killed or captured by Iraqi forces at the time of the Irbil 
takeover. 

The INC, founded after the 1991 Gulf War, has been the umbrella 
for Iraqi dissident groups, including the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party. 

The KDF transformed the political dynamics of northern Iraq by 
inviting their erstwhile enemy, Saddam, to assist them in their 
bitter conflict with a rival Kurdish group. _ 

The United States also has been concerned about the safety of 
Iragi Kurds who have worked for private humanitarian relief 
organizations. Officials said last month that they, too, may be 
evacuated but there has been no formal announcement. 
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“Ry YALMAN GNARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

KUYSANJAQ, Iraq (AP) — ITraq-backed Kurdish guerrillas have 
recaptured this strategic town from their Iran-sponsored Kurdish 
enemies, following a see-saw day of fighting with heavy shelling and 
non-stop gunfire. 

Kuysanjaq straddles the highway leading to the north’s regional 
capital, Irbil, the city Iraqi~allied Kurds invaded in early 
September _ with help from Saddam Hussein’s army. The attack on the 
north, a U.S.-declared safe haven for the Kurds, sparked U.S. 
military strikes on Saddam’s forces near Baghdad. 

The United States has warned Iraq and Iran against entering 
Kurdish areas, and both those countries have offered mediation and 
called on the Kurds to stop fighting. 

As the two groups battled Friday on three fronts _ east, 
southeast and northeast of Irbil _ there was no sign that Iraqi 
troops had helped their KDP allies, and no Iraqi soldiers were seen 
moving on the roads south or east from Irbil. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert H. Pelletreau planned 
travel to the region this weekend to meet with leaders of the two 
Kurdish groups, the Clinton administration said. 

With its capture of Kuysanjaq, the Kurdistan Democratic Party 
succeeded in pushing its Iranian~sponsored rival _ the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan _ farther away from Irbil, which lies about 30 
miles (S5@ kilometers)to the northwest. 

It was the third time in a month that the strategic town has 
changed hands. Kuysanjaq, protected by mountain ranges on both 
sides, has traditionally been a strategic prize in Kurdish fighting. 

Residents said Friday morning’s battle was concentrated just 
outside the town. They said there was no fighting inside Kuysanjaq, 
nor were there civilian casualties. ‘ 

Men stood by the exit of the village, on a high point, watching) 
the battle. Women and children stayed back, on flat rooftops and ~ 
gardens. 

‘“*We're used to the fighting, so we're not that afraid,’’ said 
Pakizah Fattah, a 34-year-old mother of two. ‘*But the kids get 
scared each time.’’ F 

The KDF began its counteroffensive before dawn Friday and its 
finhters entered Kuysanjaq at about noon after expelling the PUK. 

Heavy shelling and non-stop gunfire could be seen and heard fra 
the town. 

There was no immediate word on military casualties from the 
latest fighting. But an Associated Press photographer reported from 
the town of Hareer, 56 miles (8@ kilometers) northeast of Irbil, 
that PUK artillery killed five civilians and wounded three others 
there Friday. 

In a lightning campaign that began last Sunday, the PUK retook 
the major city of Sulaymaniyah close to the Iranian border and then 
pushed westward, taking Kuysanjaq and getting to within 25 miles (4@ 
kilometers) of Irbil. 

The FUK, which is led by Jalal Talabani and has links with Iran, 
was expelled from Irbil, Sulaymaniyah and virtually the whole of 
northern Iraq by the BKaghdad-backed KDF in the offensive that 
started Aug. 31. 

Saddam Hussein’s military intervention on the side of the KDF, 
led by Massoud Barzani, prompted the United States to retaliate with 
eruise missile attacks on air-defense installations in southern 
Iraq. 

In Irbil, no gunfire could be heard in the market places on 
Friday, the first day of the Muslim weekend. Cars, horse-drawn 
wagons, pedestrians and old men pushing carts | all bustled about 
their business. 

Wajid Shakeer, a young waiter at a downtown restaurant described 
how the PUK radio had been saying for two days, ‘We're coming to 
Inbiz. 7? 

““And we were all expecting them,"* he said. **But when they did 
not come, people realized the threat was not so real.”’ 

AP -LD-1@-19-96 @@35GNT < 
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“Iraqi-Backed Kurds Retake Strategic Town< 

“Eds: UPDATES with Iraqi newspaper attacking u. S. policy on northern 
Iraq in grafs 5-7, CORRECTS date of Irbil capture in 2nd graf to 
Aug. 31 and targets of U.S. military strikes to southern Iraq, 
CGRRECTS reference to Friday in graf 2@ to read “the weekly Muslim 
day of rest,’ minor edits throughout. ¢ 

“By YALMAN ONARAN= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

KUYSANJAQ, Iraq (AP) _ Iraq-backed Kurdish guerrillas have 
recaptured this strategic town from their Iran-sponsored Kurdish 
enemies, following a see-saw day of fighting with heavy shelling and 
non-stop gunfire. 

Kuysanjaq straddles the highway leading to the north’s regional 
capital, Irbil, captured on Aug. 31 by the Iraqi-allied Kurds with 
help from Saddam Hussein’s army. Saddam’s intervention in the area, 
declared a safe haven for Kurds in 1991, was punished by U.S. 
strikes on military sites in southern Iraq. 

The United States has warned Iraq and Iran against entering 
Kurdish areas. Both countries have offered mediation and called on 
the Kurds to stop fighting. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Roberthe two 
Kurdish groups, the Clinton administration said. 

But a government newspaper in the Iraqi capital, Baghdad, on 
Saturday questioned Washington’s motives. Al-Jumhuriya daily said 
Washington wanted to regain its foothold in the area by depriving 
the faction backed by Saddam _ the Kurdistan Democratic Party _ of 
sole control of Iraq's Kurdish areas. 

Al-Jumhuriya also criticised neighboring Iran and Turkey, saying 
their ‘interference’? in northern Iraq would eventually backfire. 

Roth Iran and Turkey are fighting Kurdish insurgencies on their own 
territories. 

‘*In other words, the American stance is deliberately sowing 
several mines in northern Iraq to explode from time to time and so0 
the Kurdish tragedy and the separation of northern Iraq continue,’” 
it said in an editorial. 

As Iraq’s two rival groups battled Friday on three fronts _ eas 
southeast and northeast of Irbil _ there was no sign that Iraqi 
troops had helped their KDP allies. Mo Iraqi soldiers were seen 
moving on the roads south or east from Irbil. 

By capturing Kuysanjaq, the KDF succeeded in. pushing its 
Iranian-sponsored rival _ the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan _ farther 
away from Irbil, which lies about 30 miles (5@ kilometers) to the 
northwest. . 

It was the third time in a month that the strategic town has 
changed hands. Kuysanjaq, protected by mountain ranges on both 
sides, has traditionally been a strategic prize in Kurdish fighting. 

Residents said Friday morning’s battle was concentrated just 
outside the town. They said there was no fighting inside Kuysanjaq, 
nor were there civilian casualties. 

Men stood on high ground by the exit of the village to watch th 
battle. Women and children stayed back, on flat rooftops and in 
gardens. or a: 

“*We'’re used to the fighting, so we’re not that afraid,’’ said 
Pakizah Fattah, a 34-year-old mother of two. **But the kids get 
scared each time.?* 

The KDF began its counteroffensive before dawn Friday. Its 
fighters entered Kuysanjaq at about noon after expelling the PUK. 

Heavy shelling and nonstop gunfire could be seen and heard from 
the town. 

There was no immediate word on military casualties from the 
latest fighting. But an Associated Press photographer reported from 
the town of Hareer, 5@ miles (8@ kilometers) northeast of Irbil, 
that PUK artillery killed five civilians and wounded three others 
there Friday. 

In a lightning campaign that began last Sunday, the PUK retook 
the major city of Sulaymaniyah close to the Iranian border and then 
pushed westward, taking Kuysanjaq and getting to within 25 miles (46 
kilometers) of Irbil. 

The PUK, which is led by Jalal Talabani, was expelled from Irbil 
Sulaymaniyah and virtually the whole of northern Iraq by the 
Baghdad-backed KDF in the offensive that started Aug. 31. 

In Irbil, no gunfire could be heard in the market places on 
Friday, the weekly Muslim day of rest. Horse-drawn wagons, 
pedestrians and old men pushing carts _ all bustled about their 
business. 

Wajid Shakeer, a young waiter at a downtown restaurant described 
how the PUK radio had been saying for two days, *'We’re coming to 
Inbils** : 
“And we were all expecting them,*’ he said. **But when they did 
not come, people realized the threat was not so real.’’ 

“YO-HH ¢ 
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“Precedes KUYSANTAQ< 
*“Iraqi-Backed Kurds Retake Key City, Step Up Counteroffensive< 
“Eds: UPDATES throughout with advances by Iraqi-backed faction in the 
direction of Dokan and Sulaymaniyah, details, color, CHANGES 
dateline, DELETES outdated material, minor edits. ¢ 
“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

KHANIWATMAN, Iraq (AP) _ Bouncing back from a series of swift 
military defeats, Iraq-backed Kurdish guerrillas on Saturday threw 
back farther the forces of an Iranian-sponsored faction on the 
second day of a major counterattack. 

The new gains by the Kurdistan Democratic Party followed its 
capture on Friday of the strategic town of Kuysanjaq after a see-saw 
day of fighting with heavy shelling and gunfire. 

The town straddles the road leading to the north’s regional 
capital, Irbil, captured on Aug. 31 by the KDP with help from Saddam 
Hussein’s army. 

By retaking Kuysanjaq, the KDP succeeded in reducing the threat 
of a PUK attack on Irbil, which lies to the northwest. 

On Saturday, the KDF appeared to be launching an all-out attack, 
pushing back the forces of the rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
toward the Iranian border and inching closer to the PUK—held 
Sulaymaniyah, the area’s second largest city. 

KDF forces were on the outskirts of the village of Khaniwatman, 
some 100 kilometers (6@ miles) southeast of Irbil or about halfway 
to Sulaymaniyah. 

: Dokan, home to an important hydroelectric dam and nestling amid 
steep mountains, is only 10 kilometers (six miles) ahead from 
Khaniwatman and a battle for the town was expected to commence later 
on Saturday. 

Preparations for battle appeared to be well under way. Cars, 
buses and pick-up trucks carrying KDP fighters travelled in long 
convoys on the roads to Khaniwatman on their way to Dokan. 

A tank, thought to be the only one the KDP has, and several 
armored personnel carriers were also on their way to the front 
Saturday morning. 

On another front, the KDP reached the town of Kaniyah, about S@ 
kilometers (3@ miles) west of the Iranian border, and PUK forces 
there were on the run, according to reports from the area. 

Like Sulaymaniyah, Dokan and Raniyah have changed hands three 
times in less than two months. They had been under PUK control until 
the KDF, with the help of the Iraqi army, captured them in a 10-day 
offensive which began on Aug. 31. 7 

The PUK regained control there in a lightening campaign which 
began last weekend and which the KDP alleges to have been launched 
with massive help from Iran. 

Both Iran and the PUK deny the charge. 

At Tuetmah village, by the side of the road leading to the 
village of Khaniwatman from Irbil, a house continued to burn for 
three hours after PUK fighters, who fled at dawn, set it ablaze. 

Villagers said the single-story house, reduced by the fire to 
three wooden pillars and ashes, belonged to a KDF fighter. No one : 
was in the house when it was torched. 

The United States has warned Iraq and Iran against entering 
Kurdish areas and U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert H. 

Felletreau planned to travel to the region this weekend to meet with 
leaders of the two Kurdish groups. 

But a government newspaper in the Iraqi capital, Baghdad, on 
Saturday questioned Washington’s motives. Al-Jumhuriya daily said 
Washington wanted to regain its foothold in the area by depriving 
the faction backed by Saddam _ the Kurdistan Democratic Party _ of 
sole control of Iraq’s Kurdish areas. 

Al-Jumhuriya also criticised neighboring Iran and Turkey, saying 
their ‘‘interference’’ in northern Iraq would eventually backfire. 

Both Iran and Turkey are fighting Kurdish rebellions on their own 
territories. 

‘“*In other words, the American stance is deliberately sowing 
several mines in northern Iraq to explode from time to time and so 
the Kurdish tragedy and the separation of northern Iraq continue,’’ 
it said in an editorial. 

As Iraq’s two rival groups battled, there was no sign that Iraqi 
troops had helped their KDP allies. No Iraqi soldiers were seen 
moving on the roads south or east from Irbil. 

Residents at Kuysanjaq, which has traditionally been a strategi 
prize in Kurdish fighting, said Friday's battle was concentrated 
just outside the town. They said there was no fighting inside 
Kuysanjaq, nor were there civilian casualties. 

Men stood on high ground by the exit of the village to watch th 
battle. Women and children stayed back, on flat rooftops and in 
gardens. 






“‘We're used to the fighting, so we're not that afraid,’’ said 
Pakizah Fattah, a 34-year-old mother of two. *“*But the kids get 
scared each time.’ 
The KDF and the PUK have been on-and-off enemies for years. 
They sharply differ over control of Iraqi Kurdistan and what 
policy to pursue toward the Baghdad government in their search for 











second day of a major counterattack. 

The new gains by the Kurdistan Democratic Party followed its 
capture on Friday of the strategic town of Kuysanjaq after a see-saw 
day of fighting with heavy shelling and gunfire. 

The town straddles the road leading to the north’s regional 
capital, Irbil, captured on Aug. 31 by the KDFP with help from Saddam 
Hussein’s army. ‘ 

By retaking Kuysanjagq, the KDP succeeded in reducing the threat 
of a PUK attack on Irbil, which lies to the northwest. 

On Saturday, the KDF appeared to be launching an all-out attack, 
pushing back the forces of the rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
taward the Iranian border and inching closer to the PUK-held 
Sulaymaniyah, the area’s second largest city. 

KDP forces were on the outskirts of the village of Khaniwatman, 
some 160 kilometers (60 miles) southeast of Irbil or about halfway 
to Sulaymaniyah. 

: Dokan, home to an important hydroelectric dam and nestling amid 
steep mountains, is only 1@ kilometers (six miles) ahead from 
Khaniwatman and a battle for the town was expected to commence later 
on Saturday. 

Preparations for battle appeared to be well under way. Cars, 
buses and pick-up trucks carrying KDF fighters travelled in long 
canvoys on the roads to Khaniwatman on their way to Dokan. 

A tank, thought to be the only one the KDP has, and several 
armored personnel carriers were also on their way to the front 
Saturday morning. 

On another front, the KDF reached the town of Raniyah, about 3@ 
kilometers (30 miles) west of the Iranian border, and PUK forces 
there were on the run, according to reports from the area. 

Like Sulaymaniyah, Dokan and Raniyah have changed hands three 
times in less than two months. They had been under FUK control until 
the KDF, with the help of the Iraqi army, captured them in a 10-day 
offensive which began on Aug. 31. 

The FUK regained control there in a lightening campaign which 
began last weekend and which the KDP alleges to have been launched 
with massive help from Iran. 

Both Iran and the PUK deny the charge. 

At Tuetmah village, by the side of the road leading to the 
village of Khaniwatman from Irbil, a house continued to burn for 
three hours after PUK fighters, who fled at dawn, set it ablaze. 

Villagers said the single-story house, reduced by the fire to 
three wooden pillars and ashes, belonged to a KDP fighter. No one 
was in the house when it was torched. 

The United States has warned Iraq and Iran against entering 
Kurdish areas and U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert H. 

Felletreau planned to travel to the region this weekend to meet with 
leaders of the two Kurdish groups. 

But a government newspaper in the Iraqi capital, Baghdad, on 
Saturday questioned Washington’s motives. Al-Jumhuriya daily said 
Washington wanted to regain its foothold in the area by depriving 
the faction backed by Saddam _ the Kurdistan Democratic Party _ of 
sole control of Iraq’s Kurdish areas. 

Al-Jumhuriya also criticised neighboring Iran and Turkey, saying 
their ‘‘interference’’ in northern Iraq would eventually backfire. 

Both Iran and Turkey are fighting Kurdish rebellions on their own 
territories. 

“*‘In other words, the American stance is deliberately sowing 
several mines in northern Iraq to explode from time to time and so 
the Kurdish tragedy and the separation of northern Iraq continue,’’ 
it said in an editorial. 

As Iraq’s two rival groups battled, there was no sign that Iraqi 
troops had helped their KDP allies. No Iraqi soldiers were seen 
moving on the roads south or east from Irbil. 

Residents at Kuysanjaq, which has traditionally been a strategi 
prize in Kurdish fighting, said Friday’s battle was concentrated 
just outside the town. They said there was no fighting inside 
Kuysanjaq, nor were there civilian casualties. 

Men stood on high ground by the exit of the village to watch th 
battle. Women and children stayed back, on flat rooftops and in 
gardens. ¥ 
“‘We're used to the fighting, so we’re not that afraid,’’ said 
Pakizah Fattah, a 34-year-old mother of two. **But the kids get 
scared each time.’’ 

The KDF and the PUK have been on-and-off enemies for years. 

They sharply differ over control of Iraqi Kurdistan and what 
policy to pursue toward the Baghdad government in their search for 
autonomy. 

They joined forces soon after the 1991 Gulf War in an ill-fated 
uprising against Saddam’s government, but have since mostly fought 
each other. 

“YO-HH ¢ 
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“Iraqi~Backed Kurds Retake Key City, Step Up Counteroffensive< 
“Eds: AMs. UPDATES in grafs 14-12 with FUK conceding it lost ground, 
reiterating charge that Iraqi troops involved. TRIMS. ¢ 
“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

KHANIWATMAN, Iraq (APD — Iraqi-backed Kurdish guerrillas pressed 
their counterattack Saturday, driving Iranian-sponsored rivals 
farther eastward for a second day. 

Theit eventual aim was to retake Sulaymaniyah, the second-large 
eity in mountainous northern Iraq, and re-establish their control of 
the entire Kurdish region. 

Bouncing back from a series of swift military defeats, the 
Baghdad~backed Kurdistan Democratic Party added to its gains, 
following its capture Friday of the strategic town of Kuysanjaq- 

By retaking Kuysanjag, the KDF reduced the threat of a PUK atta 
on the regional capital Irbil, which lies to the northwest. 

On Saturday, the KDF appeared to be pursuing an all-out attack, 
pushing back the forces of the rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
toward the Iranian border and inching closer to PUK-held 
Sulaymaniyah, the Kurdish region’s second largest city. 

KDP forces were on the outskirts of the village of Khaniwatman, 
some 180 kilometers (60 miles) southeast of Irbil or about halfway 
to Sulaymaniyah. 

Dokan, home to an important hydroelectric dam and nestling amid 
steep mountains, is only 10 kilometers (six miles) ahead from 
Khaniwatman and was likely to be the next target. 

Preparations for battle appeared to be well under way. Cars, 
buses and pickup trucks carrying KDF fighters traveled in long 
conveys on the roads to Khaniwatman on their way to Dokan. 

A tank, thought to be the only one the KDF has, and several 
armored personnel carriers were also on their way to the front 
Saturday morning. 

In a statement, the PUK conceded that its defensive line east o 
Kuysanjaq was overwhelmed and said fighting ranged in nearby 
districts, 

The group reiterated its claim that Iraqi troops “‘dressed in 
Kurdish costume’’ were fighting alongside KDP querrillas. 

But fighters interviewed by reporters wore Kurdish costume and 
spoke the Kurdish language; which is quite different from the Arabic 
spoken by ethnically Arab Iraqis. 

On another front, the KDF reached the town of Raniyah, about 5@ 
kilometers (30 miles) west of the Iranian border, and PUK forces 
there were on the run, according to reports from the area. 

Like Sulaymaniyah, Dokan and Raniyah have changed hands three 
times in less than two months. They had been under PUK control until 
the KDFP, with the help of the Iraqi army, captured them in a 18-day 
offensive which began on Aug. 31. 

The FUK regained control there in a lightning campaign that beg 
last weekend and which the KDF alleges to have been launched with 
massive help from Iran. Both Iran and the PUK deny the charge. 

The United States has warned Iraq and Iran against entering 
Kurdish areas and U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert H. 

Pelletreau planned to travel to the region this weekend to meet with 
leaders of the two Kurdish groups. 

But a government newspaper in the Iraqi capital, Baghdad, on 
Saturday questioned Washington’s motives. The daily Al-—Jumhuriya 
said Washington wanted to regain its foothold in the area by 
depriving the faction backed by Saddam _ the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party — of sole control of Iraq’s Kurdish areas. 

The KDF and the PUK have been on-and-off enemies for years. They 
sharply differ aver control of Iraqi Kurdistan and what policy to 
pursue toward the Baghdad government in their search for autonomy. 
*tyorhh—mdm) ¢ 
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“Iraqgi~Backed Kurds Push Farther East¢ 
“Eds: UPDATES with KDP taking Khaniwatman and Raniyah, color, 
casualties. ¢ 
“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

KHANIWATMAN, Iraq (AP) _ Iraqi-backed Kurdish guerrillas pressed 
their counterattack Saturday, capturing this village and driving 
Iranian-sponsored rivals farther eastward for a second day. 

Their eventual aim was to retake Sulaymaniyah, the second-large 
‘city in mountainous northern Iraq, and re-establish their control of 
the entire Kurdish region. 

After fierce battles in the surrounding hills, fighters of the 
Baghdad~backed Kurdistan Democratic Party captured Khaniwatman, some 
1@@ kilometers (66 miles) southeast of Irbil _ the regional capital 
. or about halfway to Sulaymaniyah. 

The battle continued into the evening in the hills behind this 
Village, but no casualty toll was announced by the KDP or its enemy, 
the Iranian~sponsered Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

The charred bodies of three KDP guerrillas lay near the front 
line, with pieces of clothing and Iraqi banknotes scattered around. 
Another two bodies were spotted on the back of a pickup truck. Five 
injured KDF fighters were seen being driven to Irbil. 

A truck-mounted machine gun manned by KDP guerrillas spurted 
bullets. Fires lit by heavy shelling burned on the mountains. A pall 
of smoke rose from a broiled four-wheel drive truck of the PUK. 

On another front, the town of Raniyah, S@ kilometers (3@ miles) 
west of the Iranian border, was taken by the KDP after the other 
side abandoned it early Saturday morning, an Associated Press 
photographer reported. Heavy fighting was reported east of there. 

Kouncing back from a series of swift military defeats, the KDP 
added to its gains, following its capture Friday of the strategic 
town of Kuysanjaq. ® 

Dokan, home to an important hydroelectric dam and. nestling amid 
‘steep mountains, is only 16 kilometers (six miles) ahead from — 
Khaniwatman and was likely to be the next target. 

: Preparations for battle appeared to be well under way. Cars, 
buses and pickup trucks carrying KDF fighters traveled in long 
conveys on the roads to Khaniwatman on their way to Dokan. 

A tank, thought to be the only one the KDFP has, and several 
armored personnel carriers were also on their way to the front 
Saturday morning. 

In a statement, the PUK conceded that its defensive line east of 
Kuysanjaq was overwhelmed and said fighting raged in nearby 
districts. 

The group reiterated its claim that Iraqi troops “‘dressed in 
Kurdish costume’’ were fighting alongside KDP guerrillas. 

Kut fighters interviewed by reporters wore Kurdish costume and 
spoke the Kurdish language, which is quite different from the Arabic 
spoken by ethnically Arab Iraqis. 

The KDF, with the help of the Iraqi army, seized control of all 
of northern Iraq in a 1@-day offensive that began Aug. 31. 

The PUK regained control of Sulaymaniyah and pushed to within 2 
wiles (40 kms) of Irbil in a lightning campaign that began last 
weekend and which the KDP alleges was launched with massive help 
from Iran. Both Iran and the FUK deny the charge. 

The United States has warned Iraq and Iran against entering 
Kurdish areas and U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert H. 

Felletreau planned to travel to the region this weekend to meet with 
leaders of the two Kurdish groups. 

But a government newspaper in the Iraqi capital, Baghdad, on 
Saturday questioned Washington’s motives. The daily Al-—Jumhuriya 
said Washington wanted to regain its foothold in the area by 
depriving the faction backed by Saddam _ the KDP _ of sole control 
of Iraq’s Kurdish areas. 

The KDF and the PUK have been on-and-off enemies for years. They 
sharply differ over control of Iraqi Kurdistan and what policy to 
pursue toward the Baghdad government in their search for autonomy. 
“<yo-hh-mdm) « 
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“Evacuation Of Kurds From Northern Iraq Completed < 

SILOPI, Turkey (AFD — Another SS@ Iraqi Kurds were brought to a 
camp in this southeastern border town on Sunday as the United States 
wound up its latest evacuation of U. Bay tances dissidents from 
northern Iraq. 

On Saturday, 17@ dissidents and their families crossed the 
barder. . : 

The Kurds were expected to be taken to the city of Diyarbakir 
later Sunday, where they were to fly out for eventual resettlement 
in the United States. 

The evacuees are mostly members of the Iraqi National Congress, 
an umbrella organization that opposes Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. 

The dissidents were forced to flee the congress’ headquarters if 
Irbil when a Kurdish group allied with Saddam regrieee the city Aug. 
Bhi 

More than 2,@6@ Iraqi Kurds who worked with U.S. aid groups were 
evacuated by the United States through Turkey last month. They are 
living at U.S. military facilities on Guam, waiting to be taken to 
the U.S. mainland. 

The U.S. Central ‘ital license Agency, or CIA, helped fund the 
congress by making press releases, books and radio and television 
broadcasts. There is no indication, however, it was involved in the 
group's military activities. 

Turkey allowed the Kurds to be evacuated through its territary ¢ 
the condition that their stay be brief. The government fears that 
Turkish Kurdish rebels, who stage hit-and-run attacks from bases in 
northern Iraq, would infiltrate into the group to reach Turkey 
through legal means. 
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“Traq~Backed Kurds Inch Forward ¢ 
“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 
HALEEKHAN, Iraq (AP) — Iraqi-~backed Kurdish guerrillas advanced 
bit by bit Sunday against their I[ranian-sponsored rivals, who fought 
back with determination. 
The guerrillas of the Kurdistan Democratic Party moved claser t 
the town of Dokan, near a hydroelectric plant and the last natural 
barrier on the way to Sulaymaniyah, the second-largest Kurdish city 
with 4@@,@@0@ people. : 
Their enemy, the guerrillas of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, 
seized Sulaymaniyah a week earlier and came close to the KDF-held 
regional capital Irbil before the KDF beat them back. 
The advance by the fighters of the BRaghdad~backed KDP was very 
slow Sunday. They sometimes retreated for a few miles (kms), then 
launched big strikes to reclaim lost area and a bit more. 
The fiercest fighting was concentrated around the village of 
Haleekhan, 110 kms (7@ miles) east of Irbil, which is the regional 
capital and largest city in the Kurdish region with 1 million 
people. : 
The PUK was-making a last-ditch effart to hold Dokan. Heavy 
shelling struck the KDE side every few minutes. 
Casualty figures were not given, but the bodies of five FUK 
guerrillas, killed by mortar fire and gunshots, lay in a ditch by 
the road. . 
Sunday, the battle on the Dokan front resumed at dawn after a 
short night’s pause. 
KDF guerrillas gathering behind a hill where two truck-mounted 
machine guns stood were caught off guard when gunfire erupted from 
hills on the right. 
Bullets whizzed by as guerrillas ducked. Soon shells hit the 
ground about @@ meters (yards) away. A commander .on the scene 
shouted, ‘‘We'’re retreating. Get back. Get back.?’ 
Then the KDFP started shelling the other side. A few hours later, 
its fighters advanced. The same scenario — pullback, advance _ 
repeated itself over and aver. A 
One group of 26 women and children walked toward Khaniwatman, a 
village taken by the KDF on Saturday. 
““Yesterday bullets rained on us, $0 we Tran away from our 
Village,’? said Amina Hamed, an @ld woman cartying a large sack on 
her back. “*Today, the fighting is in the next village, so we're 
going back to ours.’’ 
At another front, past the town of Kaniyah, SG kilometers (36 
miles) west of the Iranian border, fighting had subsided by Sunday 
morning but KDE fighters said it would resume soon. Busloads of 
guerrillas headed toward the front, 
Electrical power was lost in the city of Irbil on Saturday nigh 
The Dokan plant, held by the FUK, provides electricity to the 
Kurdish capital and most other towns in Iraqi Kurdistan. 
The PUK traditionally shuts off power to Irbil when the two sid 
battle. It was not known why it waited so long this time. | 
Washington.is trying to mediate between the two groups, but see 
unable to bring the two sides together at the moment. Washington is 
most worried about Tran and [rag getting involved in the conflict. 
The two countries seem to be providing logistical support and 
arms to the warring parties but there is no conclusive evidence of 
direct involvement by their forces in the latest fighting. 
Saddam Hussein’s soldiers helped the KDF seize Irbil on Aug, 31, 
prompting the United States to retaliate with cruise missile attacks 
on Iraqi air-defense sites. 
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“traq~Backed Kurds Inch Forward ¢ 
“Ey YALMNAN OMARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

HALEEKHAN, Iraq (AP) — Iraqi-backed Kurdish guerrillas advanced 
bit by bit Sunday against their Iranian-sponsored rivals, who fought 
back with determination. 

The guerrillas of the Kurdistan Democratic Party moved closer t 
the town of Dokan, near a hydroelectric plant and the last natural 
barrier on the way to Sulaymaniyah, the second-largest Kurdish city. 

Their enemy, the guerrillas of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, 
seized Sulaymaniyah a week earlier and came close to the KDF-held 
regional capital Irbil before the KDF beat them back in a 
counteraffensive. 

The advance by the fighters of the BRaghdad~backed KDF was very 
slow Sunday. They sometimes retreated for a few miles (kms), then 
launched big strikes to re-claim lost area and then a bit more. 

The fiercest fighting was concentrated around this village 1164 
kms (70 miles) east of Irbil, the regional capital and largest city 
in the Kurdish region. 

The PUK was making a last-ditch effort to hold Dokan. Heavy 
fe shelling struck the KDF side every few minutes. 

Casualty figures were not given, but the bodies of five FUK 
guerrillas, killed by mortar fire and gunshots, lay in a ditch by 
the road. 






Sunday, the battle on the Dokan front resumed at dawn after a 
short night’s pause. 

KDF guerrillas gathering behind a hill where two truck-mounted 
machine guns stood were caught off guard when gunfire erupted from 
hills on the right. 

Kullets whizzed by as guerrillas ducked. Soon shells started 
hitting the ground about @@ meters (yards) away. A commander on the 
scene shouted: 

‘We're retreating. Get back, get back.”’ 

Then the KDF started shelling the other side. A few hours later, 
its fighters advanced. The same scenario _— pullback, advance _ 
repeated itself over and over. 

B One group of 28 women and children was spotted walking toward 
Khanivatman, a vVillayge where fighting took place Saturday and that 
was taken by the KDF, 

“Yesterday bullets rained on us, sa we tran away fram our 
Village,’’ said Amina Hamed, an Old woman carrying a large sack on 
her back. **Today, the fighting is in the next village so we’re 
going back to ours.’?? 

At another front, past the town of Raniyah, S@ kilometers (3@ 
miles) west of the Iranian border, fighting had subsided by Sunday 
morning but KDE fighters said it would resume soon. 

Busloads of guerrillas headed toward the front. 

Electrical power was lost in the city of Irbil Saturday night. 
The Dokan plant, held by the PUK, provides electricity to the ; 
Kurdish capital and most other towns in Iraqi Kurdistan. 

The PUK traditionally shuts off power to Irbil when the two sid 
battle. It was unclear why it waited for so long this time. 

Washington is trying to mediate between the two groups, but see 
unable ta bring the two sides together at the moment. Washington is 
most worried about Iran and Iraq meddling in the conflict. 

a The two sides seem to be providing logistical support and arms 
the warring parties but there is no conclusive evidence of direct 
involvement by their forces in the latest fighting. 

Saddam Hussein’s soldiers helped the KDF seize Irbil on Aug. 31, 
prompting the United States to retaliate with cruise missile attacks 
on Iragi air-defense sites. 
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“Iraq~Backed Kurds Inch Forward < 
“Eds: LEADS with 16 grafs to UPDATE with faction claiming it retook 
dam and town, U.S. envoy arriving in Turkey on mediation effort. 
FICKUF 8th graf pvys. ¢ 
“Ky YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 

HALEEKHAN, Traq (APD — Iraqi~backed Kurdish guerrillas claimed 
they captured a key hydroelectric dam and a strategic mountain town 
fram their ITranian-sponsored rivals on Sunday. 

There was no way to independently confirm the claim, made after 
nightfall at a time when civilian travel in the region is hazardous. 

The Kurdistan Democratic Party said its guerrillas took Dokan 
dam, the last natural barrier on the way to Sulaymaniyah, the 
second-largest Kurdish city, which lies 65 kms (4@ miles) south. 

In a statement faxed from its office in London, the group also 
said its fighters captured the town of Gal’at Dizah, in the 
mountains near the Iranian border. 

KDF fighters had been seen inching toward Dokan. They sometimes 
retreated for a few miles (kms), then launched big strikes to 
re-claim lost areas and a bit more. The PUK made a last-ditch effort 
toa hold Dokan. Heavy shelling struck the KDP side every few minutes. 

Their Iran~backed enemy, the guerrillas of the Patriotic Union ¢ 
Kurdistan, seized Sulaymaniyah a week earlier and came close to the 
KDF'-held regional capital Irbil before the KDF beat them back. : 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert Pelletreau arrived in 
Turkey on Sunday for separate talks with the leaders of the two 
Iraqi Kurdish factions. 

‘““We hope it will be the start for a peace agreement,’” the 
semi-official Anatolia News Agency quoted the U.S. official as 
Saying. 

Sunday’s fiercest fighting was concentrated around the village ¢ 
Haleekhan, 11@ kms (7@ miles) east of Irbil, the regional capital 
and largest city in the Kurdish region with a population of 14 
million. 

Casualty figures in the battle for Dokan were not given, but the 
bodies of five PUK guerrillas, killed by mortar fire and gunshots, 
lay in a diteh by the road. 

“Sunday, the ... PICKUF Sth graf pys. ¢ 
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“fraqg~BHacked Kurds Claim Recapture of Key Dam<¢ 

‘Eds: UPDATES with faction claiming it retook dam and town, U.S. 

envoy arriving in Turkey on mediation effort. ¢ 

“Ey YALMAN ONARAN= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

HALEEKHAN, Iraq (APD — Iragi-backed Kurdish guerrillas claimed 
they captured a key hydroelectric dam and a strategic mountain town 
Sunday, seizing them from Iranian-sponsored rivals. 

The Kurdistan Democratic Party said its guerrillas took Dokan 
dam, the last natural barrier on the way to Sulaymaniyah, the 
second~largest Kurdish city, which lies 65 kms (4@ miles) south. 

In a statement faxed from its office in London, the group also 
said its fighters captured the town of Qal’at Dizah, in the 
mountains near the Iranian border. 

There was no way independently to confirm the group’s latest 
claims, which were made after nightfall in the region at a time when 
travel by civilians is hazardous. 

Kut earlier, reporters were able to observe KDF fighters inching 
forward toward Dokan. They sometimes retreated for a few miles 
f‘kms), then launched big etrikes to re-claim lost area and then a 
bit more, / 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert Pelletreau arrived in 
Turkey Sunday where he was expected to hold seperate talks with the 
leaders of the two Iraqi Kurdish factions. 

Pelletreau told reporters at Ankara airport that he hoped ta 
bring about a cease-fire between the sides. 

“*We hope it will be the start for a peace agreement,’”’ the 
semi-official Anatolia News Agency quoted the U.S. official as 
saying. 

The fiercest fighting Sunday was concentrated around the village 
of Haleekhan 110 kms (70 miles) east of Irbil, the regional capital 
and largest city in the Kurdish region. 

The FUK earlier made a last-ditch effort to hold Dokan. Heavy 
shelling struck the KDF side every few minutes. 

“Casualty figures, 7th graf< 
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“CIiA~-Backed Kurds Sent Ta Turkey <¢ 

WASHINGTON (AFD — The United States has completed the evacuation 
into Turkey of Iraqi Kurds whe carried out dissident activities with 
CIA funding, the State Department said Sunday. 

Spokeswoman Julie Reside said between 600 and 65@ Iraqi Kurds ar 
family members crossed the border into Turkey this weekend. 

They were sent to Silopi in southeast Turkey and will he 
evacuated over the next few days to Guam, a U.S. territory in the 
Facific. Those eligible for political refugee status will be 
permitted to resettle on the U.S. mainland. 

The Kurds had felt threatened by the reassertion of Iraqi 
influence in Kurdish areas of the country seven weeks ago. 

The CIA helped the Kurds with news releases, books and radio and 
television broadcasts, but there is no indication they received 
military aid from the agency. 

Last month, Iraqi Kurds affiliated with U.S. humanitarian 
programs in Kurdish areas were flown to Guam because of concern for 
their safety inside Iraq. With family members included, the evacuees 
totaled more than 2,006. 
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“Traqg~BRacked Kurds Pushed Away from Dam, Irbil Loses Power ¢ 
“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

HALEEKHAM, Iraq (AFD — Iranian-sponsored Kurdish guerrillas 
retained control of a key hydroelectric dam Monday, and showed their 
power by cutting back electricity to the regional capital of Irbil, 
where rival Iraqgi-backed guerrillas are in control. 

The Fatriotic Union of Kurdistan ‘PUK) has been putting all its 
effort inte defending Dekan Dam, the last physical barrier on the 
way to Sulaymaniyah,. the second-largest Kurdish city, which lies 65 
kilometers (4@ miles) south. 

The Iraqi-backed Kurdistan Democratic Party said it had entered 
the town of Dokan briefly Sunday night and taken the dam. 

But before dawn Monday, the PUK was in full control of the town 
again, and had shut off power to Irbil, captured Aug. 31 by the KDF 
with help from Iraqi tanks and troops. 

On Monday, many stores and restaurants in Irbil relied on 
gasoline-run generators, and numerous others were closed. 

The power outage also interrupted running water in some 
neighborhoods, where there were no generators to run the central 
pumps. 

In poor sections of town, women and children lined up in front 
street fountains to fill buckets with water. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Kobert FPelletreau arrived in 
Turkey Sunday to hold separate talks with the leaders of the two 
Iragi Kurdish factions. He told reporters at Ankara airport that he 
heped to bring about a cease~fire. 

Felletreau flew Monday to Silopi, a Turkish town that borders 
Iraq, for talks with KDFP leader Massoud Rarzani, according to the 
Jurkish Foreign Ministry. He was expected ta meet PUK leader Jalal 
Talabani in Ankara on Tuesday. 

Some of the fiercest fighting has been concentrated around the 
Village of Haleekhan 11@ kilometers (7@ miles) east of Irbil, where 
the front-line changes almost every half-hour. 

OQne side starts an intense shelling barrage to cover its advance 
the opponents become frightened and move back a mile or sa. Then 
they halt their retreat and begin their own shelling, causing their 
rivals to back off. 

Casualty figures have not been given. 

Although it is apparent from the weaponry involved that Iran an 
Iraq are providing logistical support and arms to the warring 
parties, there is no conclusive evidence of direct involvement by 
their forces in the latest fighting. 

Reporters on the front-line every day have seen no Iraqis or 
Lranians. 

Saddam Hussein’s soldiers helped the KDF seize Irbil on Aug. Si, 
prompting the United States to retaliate with cruise missile attacks 
on Iraqi air-defense sites on Sept. 3 and 4. 

The FUK and the KDF have been bitter rivals for years. 

Koth are seeking autonomy for Iraqi Kurdish areas but they are 
sharp odds over what policy to adopt toward the central government 
in Baghdad to achieve their objective. 

They briefly joined forces in an ill-fated uprising against Ira 
shortly after the 1991 Gulf War, but they have mostly fought each 
other since. 
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“U.S. Envoy Meets With Kival Iragi Kurdish Leader< 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD ~ A U.S. envoy seeking to halt fighting in | 
northern Iraq met Monday with the leader of ane of the feuding ) 
Kurdish factions. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert Pelletreau opened talks 
with Massoud HKarzani, leader of the Kurdistan Democratic Party, in 
the southeastern town of Silopi near the Iraqi boarder, Foreign 
Ministry Spokesman Sermet Atacanli said. 

Felletreau is scheduled to meet with Barzani’s rival, Jalal 
Talabani, of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan in Ankara on Tuesday. 

Barzani'’s group allied with the forces of Saddam Hussein against 
the Iranian~backed Patriotic Union, prompting the United States to 
retaliate with cruise missile attacks on Iraqi air-defense sites in 
early September. , 

Talabani’s forces were pushed into Iran, but they launched an 
offensive this month and retook same of the ground lost. Its 
fighters seized Sulaymaniyah a week ago and were headed for Irbil 
before Karzani’s fighter beat them back. 

Washington is trying to mediate to avoid full-blown conflict thd 
could draw in Iran and Iraq, which fought a 1986-88 war. 

It was FPelletreau’s second meeting with Barzani in Turkey. 

Last month in Ankara, Barzani assured the U.S. undersecretary 
that his alliance with Saddam was temporary. 

Pelletreau is also scheduled to meet leaders of some 250,000 
Turkomans of Turkish origin living in northern Iraq, Atacanli said. 

Turkey wants the Turkomans to receive the same kind af protectic 
that is extended to the Kurds. 

A U.S.-led allied force maintains security for Kurds living nort 
of the 36th parallel since the end of the Gulf War. The mission 
operates from an air base in southern Turkey. 

(sf/bm) ; 
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“fLrag-Backed Kurds Pushed Away from Dam, Refugees Stream To Iran< 
“Eds: UPDATES with U.S. envoy saying KDF ready for cease-fire. ¢ 
“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= : 

IRBIL, Iraq (APD — Iranian-sponsored guerrillas retained control 
of a key hydroelectric dam Monday, while thousands of fearful 
civilians fled to nearby Iran to escape fighting between Kurdish 
factions. 

A U.S. envoy meanwhile met in Turkey with the leader of the 
Iraqi~backed Kurdistan Democratic Party, whose fighters have been 
trying to capture the Dokan dam. 

The envoy, Robert Pelletreau, said KDF leader Massoud Barzani 

“appears willing to have a cease-fire’’ and that U.S. talks with 
the two sides would continue, Turkey’s Anatolia news agency 
reported. 

Pelletreau, an assistant secretary of state, was scheduled ta 
meet Tuesday with Barzani’s tival, Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
leader Jalal Talabani. 

The Iranian~supported PUK has been putting all its effort inte 
defending Dekan dam, the last physical barrier on the way to 
Sulaymaniyah, the second- largest Kurdish city, which lies 65 
kilometers (4@ miles) south. 

The KDE claimed it had entered the town of Dokan briefly Sunday 
Night and taken the dam. 

But before dawn Monday, the PUK was in full control of the town, 
and had shut off power to Irbil, captured Aug. 31 by the KDF with 
help from Iraqi tanks and troops. 

On Monday, many stores and restaurants in Irbil relied on 
gasoline-run generators, and numerous others were closed. 

The power outage also interrupted running water in some 
neighborhoods, where there were no yenerators to run the central 
pumps. 

In poor sections of town, women and children lined up with 
buckets in front of street fountains to get water. 

Some 7,4@0@ Kurdish civilians, fearful of further fighting, filed 
across the border inte Iran on Sunday night, the official Islamic 
Republic News Agency reported. The Iranian agency said the refugees 
were housed in two camps near the border. 

Last month, tens of thousands of Kurds fled into Tran during the 
KDE’ s previous push eastwards. Most of them returned when the 
fighting died down after the KDF established its hold on virtually 
the entire Kurdish region. 

Washington is trying to mediate to aveid full-blown conflict tha 
could draw in Iran and Iraq, which fought a 1980-88 war. 

Although it is apparent from the weaponry involved that Iran and 
Iraq are providing logistical support and arms to the warring 
parties, there is no conclusive evidence of direct involvement by 
their forces in the latest fighting. 

Reporters on the front line every day have seen no Iraqis or 
Iranians. 

Saddam Hussein’s soldiers helped the KDF seize Irbil on Aug. 3iy 
prompting the United States to retaliate with cruise missile attacks 
on Iraqi air-defense sites on Sept. 3 and 4. 

The FUK and the KDF have been bitter rivals for years. 
“fyormdm-Lak)> ¢ 
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“U.S. Envoy Meets With Rival Iraqi Kurdish Leader < 
SEDs: ANS. RECASTS, UFDATES with talks over, Pelletreau quotes, U.S. 
reportedly trying to revive 1995 peace accord; ADDS byline< 
“AF Fhotos ANK 1@1¢ 
“Ry SUZAN FRASER= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — A ULS. envoy seeking to halt fighting in 
northern Iraq said one of the rival Iraqi Kurdish yroups appeared 
ready for a cease-fire after holding talks with its leader on 
MNanday. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert Pelletreau met with 
Massoud Barzani, leader of the Kurdistan Democratic Party, in the 
southeastern town of Silopi near the Iraqi border. 

‘*Barzani appears willing to have a cease-fire,’’ the Anatolia 
news agency quoted Pelletreau as saying. “*Barzani wants a good 
future for his country. Talks with the two sides will continue."’ 

Barzani confirmed that the further talks would take place. **The 
talks have been positive,’’ he added, according to Anatolia. 

Felletreau is was scheduled to meet with Barzani’s rival, Jalal 
Talabani, of the Fatriotic Union of Kurdistan in Ankara on Tuesday. 

Barzani?’s group allied with the forces of Saddam Hussein against 
the Iranian~backed Patriotic Union, prompting the United States to 
retaliate with cruise missile attacks on Iraqi air-defense sites in 
early September. 

But Barzani reassured Pelletreau during their first meeting in 
Ankara last month that his alliance with Saddam was temporary. 

Talabani's forces were pushed into Iran, but they launched an 
offensive this month and retook same of the ground lost. 

““We discussed ways of preventing armed intervention by Tehran 
and Baghdad,’’ Pelletreau was quoted as saying. 

Iraqi Kurds had established a de-facto state in northern Iraq 
under the protection of a U.S.-led allied air force since the end of 
Guif War. But their internal conflicts over sharing of power led toa 
its collapse. 

According to a Western diplomat, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, the United States ultimately wants to revive a peace 
accord it brokered between the two sides back in August 1995. 

Pelletreau was also scheduled to meet leaders of some 254,600 
Turkomans of Turkish origin living in northern Iraq, a Turkish 
foreign ministry spokesman, Sermet Atacanli, said Monday. 

Turkey wants the Turkomans to receive the same kind of protectic 
that is extended to the Kurds and to be part of the local 
administration. 
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“Lranian~-backed Kurdish Leader Ready For Cease-fire< 
“EDs: AMNs. RECASTS; UFDATES with Talabani saying ready for peace, 
meeting with U.S. envoy; Ciller meeting with Velayati< 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD _— A leader of Iranian~backed Iraqi Kurds gsaj 
here Tuesday he was ready tao halt fighting with a rival faction in 
northern Iraq. 

Jalal Talabani, apparently indicating he hoped ta work peaceably 
with rival Iraqi Kurdish leader Massoud Barzani, declared: **We 
shall struggle for a pluralistic democracy in Iraq where alli Iraqis 
can enjoy their democratic rights.’’ 

Talabani, head of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, said his 
group wanted a cease-fire. However, previous cease~fires have 
collapsed. 

The PUK leader made his remarks after a meeting with Turkish 
Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller. 

Then Talabani went into a meeting with U.S. Assistant Secretary 
of State Robert Pelletreau. It was Talabani’s first encounter with 
the U.S. envoy since the fighting flared in northern Iraq in August. 

Talabani’s and Barzani’s forces have been battling it out in 
northern Iraq for two months. 

Iraqi Kurds had established a de-facto state in northern Iraq 
under the protection of a U.S.-led allied air force since the end of 
Gulf War. But their internal conflicts over sharing of pave led to 
its collapse. 

Refore seeing Talabani Mrs. Ciller met with her Iranian 
counterpart ALi Akbar Velayati, who was in Istanbul for an economy 
conference. , : 

““‘Iran assured us that they will not deploy troops and enter int 
Iraq,’”’ Mrs. Ciller said. 

A day earlier Pelletreau met with HKarzani, leader of the 
Kurdistan Democratic Farty, in a Turkish town near the Iraqi border. 

; Felletreau appeared satisfied with his talks with Barzani and 
said their contacts would continue. 

Barzani angered Washington when he allied with Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein against Talabani, prompting the United States to 
retaliate with cruise missile attacks on Iraqi air-defense sites in 
early September. 

Rarzani told Pelletreau during their first meeting in Ankara laf 
manth ‘that his alliance with Saddam was temporary. 

Iraq on Tuesday denounced Washington’s involvement in the peace 
mission. 

Iraqi Deputy Frime Minister Tariq Aziz told the official Iraq 
News Agency that any foreign intervention, “‘whether it was Iranian 
ar American,’ should be prevented. 

Aziz called on Barzani and Talabani ta start a dialogue in 
Baghdad. , 

Talabani’s forces were pushed into Iran, but they launched an 
affensive this month and retook same of the ground lost. 

““Our discussions involved ... the desirability of preventing 
armed intervention from either Tehran or Baghdad,’? FPelletreau said 
Monday. 

(za-~fd) 
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“BC-Turkey-US-Kurds, 2nd Ld-Writethru 
“Iranian-backed Kurdish Leader Ready For Cease-fire< 
“EDs: AMs. UPDATES with Ciller saying oil-for~-food deal would resume 
after a cease-fire, Velayati quotes; other Iranian comments on 
Turkish Kurdish wars; U.N. reporting no fighting, ADDS byline< 
*By SUZAN FRASER= 
“Associated Press Writer < 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _ The leader of Iranian-backed Iraqi Kurds 
met here with a U.S. envoy on Tuesday and asserted that his side was 
ready to halt fighting immediately with a rival faction in northern 
Iraq. 

’ *‘We are prepared for a cease-fire,’’ Jalal Talabani, head of ttl 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan said after a meeting here with 
Assistant Secretary of State Kobert Pelletreau- **We could stop fire 
tomorrow. *” 

Felletreau told reporters there was an urgent need for a 
cease-fire and for talks to reconcile both sides. 

Previous cease-fires and peace talks between the warring sides 
have collapsed. 

But Talabani, apparently indicating he hoped to work peaceably 
with rival Iraqi Kurdish leader Massoud Barzani, declared: ‘We 
shall struggle for a pluralistic democracy in Iraq where all Iraqis 
can enjoy their democratic rights.’’ 

Iraqi Kurds had established a de-facto state in northern Iraq 
under the protection of a U.S.-led allied air force since the end of 
Gulf War. But feuding over power-sharing has led to the state’s 
collapse. 

Mes. Ciller, who also met with Talabani, said a oil-for-food pli 
to allow Iraq resume oil sales to buy humanitarian aid would begin 
aS soon as a cease-fire agreement took effect and peace was 
restored. 

The U.N. plan to allow up to dirs 2 billion of oil was on the - 
verge of going into effect when Saddam Hussein sent in troops into 
northern Iraq to help Barzani’s faction and delayed its 
implementation. 

Talabani's and Barzani’s forces have been battling it out ‘= 
northern Iraq for two months. 

Barzani angered Washington when he allied with Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein against Talabani, prompting the United States to 
retaliate with cruise missile attacks on Iraqi air-defense sites in 
early September. 

Meanwhile, U.N. officials based in the main Iraqi Kurdish sig ¢ 
Irbil said there had been no fighting in the troubled region on 
Tuesday. 

Before seeing Talabani Mrs. Ciller met with her Iranian 
counterpart Ali Akbar Velayati, who was in Istanbul. 

‘Iran assured us that they will not deploy troops and enter inj 
Iraq,’’ Mrs. Ciller said. 

“‘We have no intention of protecting one group and throwing out 
the other group,’’ the Turkish news agency Anatolia quoted Velayati 
as saying. ‘*Both Barzani and Talabani should learn to live together 
and we are prepared to mediate between the two groups.’?’ 

Barzani told Pelletreau during their first meeting in Ankara la{ 
month that his alliance with Saddam was temporary. 

On Monday Pelletreau again met with Barzani, leader of the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

Iraq on Tuesday denounced Washington's involvement in the peace 
mission. % 

Iraqi Deputy Frrime Minister Tariq Aziz told the official Iraq 
News Agency that any foreign intervention, ~‘whether it was Iranian 
or American,’’ should be prevented. 

Aziz called on Barzani and Talabani to start a dialogue in 
Baghdad. ; 
Talabani’s forces were pushed into Iran, but they launched an 
offensive this month and retook some of the ground lost. 

Other fighting involving Kurds is the 12-year-old war pitting 
Turkish Kurdish separatist guerrillas against Turkish troops in 
Turkey’s southeast. That war sometimes spills into neighboring Iran 
and Iraq. 

Iran’s ambassador to Turkey on Tuesday said it had allowed Turk; 
to use its territory for offensives against the guerrillas but 
didn't elaborate. 

Velayati said Turkey and Iran had reached agreement to erack do 
on each others’ opposition groups across their border. 

Turkish Kurdish rebels stage hit-and-run attacks on Turkish 
targets from bases in Iran and Iraq. 
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ANKARA, Turkey (AFD ~ A leader of Iranian-backed Iraqi Kurds 
arrived here Tuesday to meet with a U.S. envoy who has been trying 
te canvince warring factions in northern Iraq to lay down their 
ATMS « 

Jalal Talabani, of the Fatrioatic Union of Kurdistan, will have 
his first encounter with U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert 
Felletreau since the fighting flared in northern Iraq in August. 

The meeting comes a day after Pelletreau met with Talabani’s 
rival, Massoud Barzani, leader of the Kurdistan Democratic Party, in 
a Turkish town near the Iraqi border. 

Pelletreau appeared satisfied with his talks with Barzani and 
said the contacts with him would continue. 

Karzani angered Washington when he allied with Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein against Talabani, prompting the United States to 
retaliate with cruise missile attacks on Iraqi air-defense sites in 
early September. 

Karzani told Pelletreau during their first meeting in Ankara 194 
month that his alliance with Saddam was temporary. 

Jalabani'’s forces were pushed into Iran, but they launched an 
offensive this month and retook some of the ground lost. 

‘*Our discussions involved ... the desirability of preventing 
armed intervention from either Tehran or Baghdad,’’ Pelletreau said 
Monday » : 
Iraq on Tuesday reacted with anger against Washington's 
involvement in a peace mission. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tavig Aziz told the official Iraq 
News Agency that any foreign intervention, “‘whether it was Iranian 
ar American,’ should be prevented. 

“America shoulders the main responsibility of fighting, ruin, 
and destruction in the self rule areas (Iraqi Kurdistan) because it 
only cares about its selfish interests, and exploits the unusual 
situation in the north to harm Iraq and all its people,’’ Aziz said. 

Aziz called on Barzani and Talabani to start a dialogue in 
Baghdad. 

Iraqi Kurds had established a de-facto state in northern Iraq 
under the protection of a U.S.-led allied air force since the end of 
Gulf War. Kut their internal conflicts aver sharing of power led toa 
its collapse. 
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“Guns and Violence Become a Way of Life For Iraqi Kurds<¢ 
“With AP Fhotos< 
“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

AGRA, Iraq _ As night falls, streets of this small Kurdish town 
are crowded with men carrying machine guns. The restaurant owner, 
the mechanic and the barber also flaunt a semi-automatic in their 
shops in a very visible spot. 

This is the Wild West of the Middle East _ except a Kalashnikoff 
is strapped to every shoulder instead of a revolver around the 
waist. In Iraqi Kurdistan, weapons and violence have become a way of 
life. 

As the world watches curiously two Kurdish factions fighting a 
fierce battle over control of Kurdistan, people here do not wonder 
why: there is nothing else to do. 

After an unsuccessful uprising against Saddam Hussein in 1998, 
-the Kurds broke off their ties with the Baghdad government and 
formed a de-facto state in an enclave protected by a U.S.-led allied 
force. 

But nevertheless, they were not exempted from the sanctions 
imposed on Iraq after the Gulf War. So the double-edged sword of 
sanctions from the world and from Baghdad _ has left Kurdistan 
without a meaningful economy, with few resources and no jobs. 

Fighting for one of the 11 guerrilla groups functioning in the 
region has become the most legitimate job. The 11 groups are in fact 
political parties. The two strongest factions are the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, KDP, and Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, PUK, which 
governed Kurdistan jointly for a while until their differences led 
to armed conflict. The KDP and PUK have some 74,006 peshmergas, as 
guerrillas are called here, at normal times. During times of war, 
that number is estimated to go up to 120,000 _ in a population of 
3.3% million. 

The other political parties also have their own guerrilla forces 
The Turkmen front, representing a Turkic minority, has its akinci, 
or raider in Turkish. The Islamic groups have their own mujaheddin, 
which in Arabic means fighter for the cause of Allah. Violence has 
become the method to solve political differences here. 

‘This is the best job _ well, the only one actually _ that f 
could find,’’ said Hushiyar Fars, a 23-year-old KDP peshmerga. He 
nets paid 1,000 dinars (dlrs 35) a month. 

Tahir Tahib Ahmad, a professor of English. at the Universi 
Salahudin in Irbil, moonlights selling office supplies in his small 
downtown store to supplement his meek salary of 560 dinars (dirs 
17). 










‘Almost all the peshmergas come from the rural areas where th 
is nothing else to do,’” Ahmad said. **They have no education, yet 
they get paid twice as much as most of my colleaqgues.’’ ’ 

Fars summarized the typical life of a peshmerga: 

“Of every month, I spend ten days on the front fighting and 28 
days here in the city _ doing nothing.*’ 

On any given day, one encounters hundreds of peshmergas an any 
town or city just hanging out. But the sight of people with guns is 
not only because of them. A parking lot attendant, a hotel 
receptionist or a mechanic typically boasts a kalashnikof strapped 
to his shoulder as well. 

The de-facto state never becoming a real state has caused a powe 
vacuum in which lawlessness flourishes. Gunned men can come and ask 
for money in the middle of the day in Irbil, the Kurdish capital. So 
the people have turned to guns as a way to protect themselves. 

*“Every man in the village has a gun,’"’ said Newzat Murtha, a 
27-year-old villager in Mourtika, 15 kilometers (10 miles) south of 
Irbil. **I%ve had one since the uprising to guard myself. All my 
brothers and my father have their own rifles too.’’ 

A Chinese-made Kalashnikoff _ although the famous rifle is 
originally Russian _ can be bought for 50@ to 2,004 dinars (dlrs 17 
to 67) in the black market. Only a month ago, gun bazaars where 
vendors shouted off lucrative prices for guns, hand grenades and 
rocket launchers were commonplace in every town. 

But worried about the transfer of arms to its rival, the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party in charge of most of Kurdistan banned 
such markets. Guns can still be purchased easily but the open-air 
markets are closed _ for now. , 

The Party launched an offensive against its rival in August, 
capturing Irbil with the help of Saddam Hussein’s tanks and the rest 
of Kurdistan a week later. The rival’s comeback two weeks ago, with 
Iranian backing, has rekindled the vicious war. 

Ahmad Kirkuklu, a mechanic in downtown Irbil, is among the 
minority who doesn’t have a gun because he lives in the big city. 

But recently he has regretted it. Last week, an armed man hiding his 
face with a bandanna, came to his shop and robbed him of his day’s 
earnings. 

“*Now we're all closing shop around noon scared that it might 
happen again, but I think I should get a Kalashnikof instead,’’ 
Kirkuklu said. 
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Kurdish bvacuees Leave Turkey For United States 

ADANA, Turkey, (AP) - Some 66@ Kurdish dissidents and their 
families left for the U.S. Pacific territory of Guam Tuesday to be 
resettled in the United States. 

The Kurds, most of them members of the Cif-aided Iraqi National 
Congress which aoppeses Saddam Hussein, were evacuated into furkey 
from northern Iraq earlier this week. } 

They were feared to be in danger after Saddam regained influence 
in the Kurdish-controlled north of the country seven weeks ayo. 

The evacuees were put on two planes on a U.S.-led airbase near 
this southern city. The planes took off after the evacuees went 
through medical and identification cheeks, the Turkish news agency 
Anatolia reported, It was not immediately known when they would 
arrive in Guam. 

Those eligible for political refugee status will be allowed to 
resettle an the U.S. mainland. ae 

The CIA helped the Iraqi National Congress with news releases, 
beaks and radio and television broadcasts, but there is no 
indication it gave them military aid. 

Last month, another group of about @,@4@ Iraqi Kurds whe had 

een affiliated with U.S. aid groups in Kurdish areas were flown toa 
Guam. 
(sf) 
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lraq Offers Cheaper Food, Checks Dinar Slide 
AF Fhota BAGLEIL 
By WATEL FALEH 
Associated Press Writer 
BAGHDAD, Traq (APD) ~ The government on Tuesday flooded the 
apital’s two main food markets with foodstuffs in a bid to arrest 
sharp rise in prices resulting from the depreciation of the 
dinar, fraq’s national currency. 

Baghdad residents said gavernment trucks loaded with basic food 
items, including rice, sugar and cooking 011, appeared early 
Tuesday at the capitai'’s Jamila and Shorja markets. 

State employees, they said, were selling the goods at up to 26@ 
dinars a Kilo (94 dinars a pound) lower than merchants. 

The government move forced merchants to lower their prices, 
though only marginally, and held the value of the dinar steady at 
1,800 to the dollar, the same as Monday’s exchange rate. 

The move is the latest in a series of unorthodox policies 
pursued by Saddam Hussein’s government to cushion the devastating 
effects of more than six years of crippling U.N. sanctions imposed 
an Iraq for invading Kuwait in August 1998, 

They have all had limited success in easing the plight of most 
of ITraqg’s 2@ million people. Tuesday’s move was no exception. 

"I can find whatever I need in the market,” said 46-year-old 
carpenter Hammed Shakir. "But the problem is that the prices are 

too high for me." ; 
aad A kilo of sugar bought off the government trucks on Tuesday cast 
900 dinars (S@ U.S. cents) and a kilo of rice was available at 700 
dinars. 

The U.N. sanetions on Iraq include a ban on oi] exports, ance 
the lifeline of a relatively wealthy Iraq, and a freeze on the 
country’s overseas assets. Iraq is allowed to impart food and 
medicine but says that, after years of sanctions, it has spent most 
of its locally~held foreign currency. | 

Earlier this month, the government took the unusual step of 
ordering the country’s two state-owned banks to sell dollars 
locally to stop the dinar’s slide. The effect of the move proved 

shart-laived and the dollar resumed its climb against the dinar. 
fe Even at cheaper prices than those offered by merchants, the 
foodstuffs sald by the government on Tuesday remained well beyond 
the reach of most people in Iraq, where the manthly salary of a 
yovernment employee is 4,@0@ dinars (dirs 2@.2@). 

The government operates a food ration system that is believed to 
be managed campetently, but what it offers does not meet minimum 
nutritional needs. This, in turn, leaves ordinary Iraqis no choice 
but to try to supplement their diet by buying on the market at 
prices determined by profiteers and black marketeers,. 

The dinar traded at ahout 1,466 to the dollar last month. But 
fading hapes that a reprieve from sanctions will materialize 
anytime soon have since fueled the currency’s downward spiral. 

The much heralded reprieve is an oil-for-food deal reached last 
May between Iraq and the U.N. Security Council, which would allow 
Raghdad to sell dirs 2 billion worth of oil to buy desperately 
needed humanitarian supplies over a 6-month period. 

The deal has been delayed several times and is now not expected 
to go ahead before late this year or early in 1997. 
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“Warring Kurds Accept Cease-Fire In Principle < 
“By SUZAN FRASER= 
“Assaciated Press Writer¢ 

ANKAKA, Turkey (AFD _ The two warring Kurdish factions of 
northern Iraq have agreed to the principle of a cease-fire and will 
held more talks in Ankara next week, a U.S. envoy said Wednesday. 

*““Each side has accepted the principle of a cease-fire provided 
that the other side does as well and provided that supporting fire 
from the forces of Tehran and Baghdad also ceases,’’ Robert 
Felletreau, U.S. assistant secretary of state, said in a departure 
statement after concluding talks here with two rival Iraqi Kurdish 
leaders. at 

However, it still was not clear when a cease~fire would go inte 
effect. 

“‘The governmehts of Turkey, the United States and the United 
Kingdom now call on both sides to implement this cease-fire in place 
beginning immediately,’” Felletreau said. “*‘This means that each 
side will take defensive positions and not initiate firing or 
hostilities.’ ; 

Felletreau added that the goal was to make a cease-fire 
permanent. 

He said further talks with the Iraqi Kurdish rival groups would 
take place in Ankara next week. 

Massoud Barzani, the leader of Iraqi Kurdistan Democratic Farty, 
‘and bis rival Jalal Talabani, the leader of the Iranian~backed 
Fatriotie Union of Kurdistan, met separately with Pelletreau. 

The latest turmoil in northern Iraq erupted when Barzani, aided 
by BRaghdad’s troops, took over northern Iraq in a move which 
triggered U.S. military strikes on Iraqi missile targets in early 
September. 

Talabani retaliated two weeks ago and retook some of his lost 
towns. j 
Iraqi Kurds had the chance to maintain a de~facto state in the 
north of the country under the protection of a U.S.-led allied 
airforce since the end of the Gulf War. But a power struggle between 
Barzani and Talabani failed to make it stable. 

Washington withdrew its mission which worked as part of the 
allied air force from northern Iraq last month because of security 
risks after Baghdad’s intervention. 

Americans have not decided if the mission will return to northe 
Iraq. 

““‘We need to defer that until talks continue sometime next week?" 
U.S. Deputy Secretary of Defense John White told reporters here on 
Wednesday. 

White is here to discuss bilateral defense issues with Turkish 
officials. 

White ruled out speculations in the Turkish media that U.S. 
troops would be moved into northern Iraq to maintain peace in the 
region. 

““We have neo intention of basing U.S. forces in northern Iraq. 
have not even contemplated such an eventuality,’’ White said. 

The deputy secretary said flights by the U.GS.-led air force ta 
patrol northern Iraq resumed recently after a brief interval. He did 
not elaborate, but the interruption reportedly follows the Turkish 
gavernment’s objection to flights with bomh-loaded fighter jets. 

*“*We have come to an understanding with the Turkish government i 
terms of continuing to successfully operate Provide Comfort,’ he 
said. 
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“Warring Kurds Accept Cease-Fire In Frinciple< 
“Ede: INSERTS with fighting continuing in region, Iraqi criticism of 
U.S. mediatian< 
“Ry SUZAN FRASER= 
“Associated Press Writer ¢ 
ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — The two warring Kurdish factions of 
northern Iraq have agreed in principle to a cease-fire and will hold 
more talks in Ankara next week, a U.S. envoy said Wednesday. 

““Each side has accepted the principle of a cease-fire provided 
that the other side dees as well and provided that supporting fire 
Re from the forces of Tehran and Baghdad also ceases,’’ Robert 

Felletreau, U.S. assistant secretary of state said in his departure 
statement after concluding talks here with two rival Iraqi Kurdish 
leaders. 

However, it still was not clear when the cease-fire would go in 
effect and fighting was reported continuing despite promises to 
halt. ‘ 

The Iraqi Kurdistan Democratic Party claimed Wednesday its was 
forced to retreat after its positions were attacked overnight by its 
Lranian-backed rivals, hours after the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
leader Jalal Talabani declared himself ready for a cease-fire. 

“*Thousands of Iranian soldiers conducted quite a heavy assault 
on us last night,?? KDP spokesman Fahik Nerwayi said. ““If they want 
a genrine cease-fire, they have to keep the Iranians out. *’ 

The Turkish news agency Anatolia reported Wednesday that 
Talabani’s forces took back control of the key hydroelectric dam, 

Dakan. The dam, which is a strategic target for both Kurdish groups, 
lies 63 kilometers (46 miles) south of the second-largest Kurdish 
city Sulaymaniyah. 

No PUK official was immediately available for comment. | 

““The governments of Turkey, the United States and the United 
Kingdom now call on both sides to implement this cease-fire in place 
beginning immediately,’’ Pelletreau said. “*This means that each 
side will take defensive positions and not initiate firing or 
hostilities.’ 

Pelletreau added that the ultimate goal was to maintain the cea 
fire and strive to make it permanent. 

: He said further talks with the Iraqi Kurdish rival groups would 
@ eve place in Ankara next week. 

Iraqi-backed Kurdistan Democratic Party leader Massoud Rarzani, 
and his rival Talabani, met separately with FPelletreau in Ankara on 
Manday and Tuesday. 

The mediation efforts came under fire from Baghdad. 

The Iraqi official newspaper al-~Jumhburiya accused the U.S. of nr 
being serious in finding a solution to the Kurdish fighting in the 
north. 

) ““America doesn’t want northern Iraq to be an Gasis of security, 
stability and prosperity, ag it used to be during the self rule days 
under Baghdad’s government,’ ? it said. 
The latest turmoil, Sth graf pys< 
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‘Warring Kurds Accept Cease-Fire In Principle< 
“Ede: UPDATES with PUK says they will not attack anymore, KECASTS 
throughout, miner editing <¢ 
“By SUZAN FRASER= 
“Associated Press Writer <¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — Skirmishes continued Wednesday in norther 
Iraq as a U.S. initiative brought two warring Kurdish ey AE ah close 
to a cease-fire. 

A U.S.» envoy concluding talks in Turkey with leaders of rival - 
groups said they have agreed in principle to a cease-fire but more 
talks will be held in Ankara next week. 

Despite their declared intention to stop fighting, skirmishes 
were reported in the areas of RKaniyah, Kuysanjaq atid around Dokan 
Dam Wednesday. 

“‘We suffered casualties in the latest fighting, but we are 
holding Raniyah and Kuysanjaq right now,’’ Shazad Saib, a spokesman 
for the Iranian-allied Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, FUK, said in 
ANK AT A. 

An Associated Fress photographer confirmed the capture af 
Kuysanjaq by the PUK and said fighters of the Iraqi-backed rival 
yraup, Kurdistan Democratic Farty were fleeing the area Wednesday. - 

The Turkish news agency Anatolia reported that Talabani’s forces 
teok back control of the key hydroelectric dam, Dokan. The dam, 
which is a strategic target for both Kurdish groups, lies 65 
Kilometers (4@ miles) south of the secend—- plargee. Kurdish city 
Sulaymaniyah. 

The rival group attributed the latest pe teat ag Union gains toa 
the backing of Iranian troops. 

‘*Thousands of Iranian seldiers conducted quite a heavy avenult 
on us last night,’’ KDF spokesman Fahik Nerwayi said. ““If they want 
a yenuine cease-fire, they have to keep the Iranians out.’ 

Saib said: **‘We want a cease-fire and we will issue an Uden ta 
our forces ta ROSE their defensive positions and stop SUCRE PR as 
of this evening. 

, The American official, Robert Pellabesaas assistant secretary o 
state, said before his departure “each side has accepted the 
principle of a cease-fire provided that the other side does as well 
and provided that supporting fire from the forces of Tehran and 
Baghdad alsa ceases,?" 

However, it still was not clear when the cease-fire would go in 
effect. ; , Vga’ 
““The governments of Turkey, the United States and the United — 
Kingdom now call on both sides to implement this cease-fire in place 
beginning immediately,’’ Pelletreau said. “This means that each 
_ Side will take defensive positions and not initiate firing or 
hestilities.”’” 














Felletreau added that the ultimate qoail was to maintain the ceas 
fire and strive to make it permanent. 

Felletreau met with FUK leader Jalal Talabani in Ankara on 
Tuesday, a day after meeting with KDP leader Massoud Rersang in a 
Turkish town, bordering Iraq. 

The U.S. initiative came under fire from Baghdad. 

The Iraqi official newspaper al~Jumhuriya accused the U.S. of n 
being serious in finding a solution to the Kurdish fighting in the 
north. 





“America doesn’t want northern Iraq to be an oasis of SECUPLEYs 
stability and prosperity, as it used to be during the self rule days 
under BKaghdad’s government,’’ it said. E 

The latest turmoil in northern Iraq erupted when Barzani, aided 
by Baghdad’s troops, took over northern Iraq in a move which 
triggered U.S. military strikes on Iraqi missile targets in early 
September. 

Talabani retaliated two weeks age and retook some of his lost 
towns. 

A power struggle between Talabani and Barzani led to the downfa 
of a de-facto Kurdish state in the north of Iraq, which was 
established under the protection of a U.S.-led allied air force at 
the end of the Gulf War. 

The security risks after Bahgdad’s intervention, prompted 
Washington te withdraw a coordination center for the allied mission 
from northern Iraq. 

Americans have not decided if the mission will return to narthe 
iraq from its present base in southeastern Turkey. 

‘We need to defer that until talks continue sometime next week? 
U.S. Deputy Secretary of Defense John White told reporters here on 
Wednesday. 

White was here to discuss bilateral defense issues with Turkish 
afficials. 

Speculations in the Turkish media that U.S. troops would be mav 
inte northern Irag to maintain peace in the region were. ruled aut by 
White. 

“*We have no intention of basing U.S. forces in northern Iraq. 
have not even contemplated such an eventuality,’’ he said, 

The deputy secretary said flights by the U.S.-led air force to 
patrol northern Iraq resumed recently after a brief interval. He did 
not elaborate, but the interruption reportediy-follows the Turkish | 
yovernment’s abjection to flights with bomb-loaded fighter jets. 

““We have come ta an understanding with the Turkish ygoavernment 
terms of continuing to successfully operate Provide Comfort,’”? he 
Baad. 
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“Warring Kurds Accept Cease-Fire In Principle < 
“Ede: INSERTS fall of Kuysanjaq town to Talabani Foreees= 
“Ry SUZAN FRASER= 
“Associated Press Writer ¢ 

ANKARKA, Turkey (AFD — The two warring Kurdish factions of 
northern Iraq have agreed in principle to a cease-fire and will hold 
more talks in Ankara next week, a U.S. envoy said Wednesday. 

““Each side has accepted the principle of a cease-fire provided 
that the other side does as well and provided that supporting fire 
from the forces of Tehran and Baghdad also ceases,’’ Robert 
Felletreau, U.S. assistant secretary of state said in his departure 
statement after coancluding talks here with two rival Iragi Kurdish 
leaders. 

However, it still was not clear when the cease-fire would ga in 
effect and fighting was reported continuing despite promises ta 
halt. 

The Iraqi Kurdistan Democratic Party claimed Wednesday its was 
forced to retreat after its positions were attacked overnight by its 
Iranian~backed rivals, hours after the Fatriotic Union of Kurdistan 
leader Jalal Talabani declared himself ready far a cease-fire. 

‘*Thousands of Iranian soldiers conducted quite a heavy assault 
on us last night,’? KDP spokesman Fahik Nerwayi said. “If they want 
&a genuine cease-fire, they have to keep the Iranians out.’? 

An Associated Press photographer said the strategic town of 
Kuysanjaq had fallen to the PUK Wednesday and KDF Ss aegre were 
fleeing the area. 

The Turkish news, 6th graf pys¢ 
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“fTraq Warns Kurds Against Damage to Dams<¢ 
“With Turkey-US-Traq ¢ 
“Ry WATEL FALEH= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — The government warned warring Kurdish 
factions Wednesday against damaging any of the dams in narthern 
iraq, which supply the country with electricity and water. é 

The warning was issued by Iraqi Vice President Taha Yassin 
Kamadan, in reference to two hydroelectric dams — Darbendikhan and 
Dokan . in the Kurdish-held areas in the north of the country. 

“The dams are owned by the Iraqi people,’* Ramadan told the 
official [raqi News Agency, whose report was carried in Wednesday 
papers throughout Iraq. 

Of the many dams in Iraq, Dokan is the largest and mast 
important, and it has changed hands three times in the latest 
fighting between Kurdish factions. Dokan controls water and 
electricity supplies to Irbil, the capital of the Kurdish region. It 
also affects flow into the Tigris River, which provides hydro power 
to Baghdad. 

; When the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan learned on Aug. G1 it had 
been defeated by the Iraqi army and the Kurdistan Democratic Party f 
in northern Iraq, a FUK engineer **caused three out of four turbines 
to stop functioning?’ at Dokan Dam, a Kurdish source in Baghdad fo1e, 

The Associated Fress. 

For more than a month, neither the Iraqi government nor the RDP 
was able to put Dokan fully back on line before the dam was 
recaptured by the Iranian~supported PUK, said the SCC Es who spoke 
an 2S dna of anonymity. ; “ 

Iraq, which has labored under a ‘erushiny oN. Derade embarga. ‘sine 
Gay ahi Kuwait in 1998, currently win pies from daily “splannige®” 
natianwide power outages. z 7 

: Ramadan’s statement wanenee the warring Kurds against ** playing?4 
with the technical means of activating and controlling the release 
of water and generation of electricity at the dams. 

**Pokan represents a wild card in the fighting, and this card i 
held by the (PUK under Jalal) Talabani,’ whose forces hold the 
technical data needed to activate all four turbines at Dokan Dam, 
the Kurdish source said. 

If all four Dokan turbines are not soon activated, “it would 
then be a big problem, especially for Baghdad,’? the Kurdish source 
said. : 












a | 


[raq’s main concern is ta heep the dams’ power plants 
functioning, but how far Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s government 
would goa to accamplish this remains unknown. 

In Ankara, Turkey, a U.S. envoy said the two warring Kurdish 
factions of northern Iraq have agreed in principle ta a cease~fire 
and will hold more talks next week. 

However, it still was not clear when the cease-fire would yo int 
effect and fighting was reported continuing despite promises to 
halt. ’ , 

The Iraqi Kurdistan Democratic Party claimed Wednesday it was 
forced to retreat after its positions were attacked overnight by its 
LTranian-backed rivals, hours after the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
leader Jalal Talabani declared himself ready for a cease-fire. 

An Associated Fress photographer said the strategic town of 
Kuysanjaq had fallen to the PUK Wednesday and KDP fighters were 
fleeing the area. 
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“RETRANSMITTING TO INCLUDE LEAD TAG < 
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“Kurdish Ceasefire Holds Despite Skirmishes <¢ 

DEGALA, Iraq (AFD. The U.S.~brokered cease-fire between rival 
Kurdish factions appeared holding Thursday in northern Iraq, despite 
skirmishes between the two groups east of the provincial capital of 
Irbil. ’ 

Spokesmen for the Iraqgi-backed Kurdish Democratic Farty and the 
Iranian~supported Patriotic Union of Kurdistan said their forces 
vere hanering the truce, which took effect at midnight (21@@ GMT) 
Wednesday. 

Associated Press Photographer Kurhan Ozbilici in KDFP-held Degal 
an Thursday reported skirmishes between the KDF and guerrillas from 
nearby Kuysanjaq, which is held by the FUK. 

Kuysanjaq is about 6@ kilometers (4@ miles) east of Irbil, whic 
the KDF holds, and about 40 kilometers (25 miles) west of strategic 
Dokan Dam, which the the PUK still held as of Wednesday, according 
ta the Turkish news agency, Anatolia. 

““We agreed to the request by ... (U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Robert) FPellitreau, who called far a ceasefire,’? PUK 
spokesman Latif Rashid in London told The Associated Fress by 
telephone: ta Nicasia, Cyprus. 

PUK leader Jalal “‘Talibani made it clear without any condition 
From last night at 12 o'clock lecal time (Cin northern Iraq), we have 
observed’’ the truce, Rashid said. 
“In Ankara, 7th graf¢ 
“Cem) ¢ 
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“Kurdish Ceasefire Holds Despite Skirmishes< 

DEGALA, Iraq (AP) The U.S.-brokered cease-fire between rival 
Kurdish factions appeared holding Thursday in narthern Iraq, despite 
skirmishes between the two groups east of the provincial capital of 
Irbil. 

Spokesmen for the Iraqi-backed Kurdish Democratic Party and the 
Iranian-supported Patriotic Union of Kurdistan said their forces 
were honoring the truce, which tock effect at midnight (2100 GMT) 
Wednesday. , 

An Associated Press photographer in KDF-held Degala on Thursday 
reported skirmishes between the KDF and guerrillas from nearby 
Kuysanjaq, which is held by the PUK. 

Kuysanjaq is about 40 kilometers (25 miles) from Irbil, which t 
KDF holds, and about 6@ kilometers (40 miles) from strategic Dokan 
Dam, which the the FUK still held as of Wednesday, according to the 
Turkish news agency, Anatolia. 

“*‘We agreed to the request by ... (U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Robert) Fellitreau, who called for a ceasefire,’’ PUK 
spokesman Latif RKafshid in London told The Associated Press by 
telephone to Nicosia, Cyprus. 

PUK leader Jalal **‘Talibani made it clear without any condition 
Fram last night at 12 o'clock local time (in northern Iraq), we have 
observed’? the truce, Rafshid said. 

In Ankara, Turkey, a FUK statement Thursday said: “*Field repor 
from the front lines indicate that the cease-fire has gone into 
effect as scheduled and continues to hold as of 16 a.m. Local 
time.’? 

A KDE spokesman in Ankara, Faik Nerweyi, told the AF he, toa, h 
no reports of fighting in northern Iraq as of Thursday. 

‘“‘The main thing is for the Iranians to go out. That’s the best 
guarantee for a cease-fire,’’ he said of alleged aid the KDF claims 
Iranian forces have given to the FUK. 

Journalists who have been all over the region for a week have 
said there is no evidence of the KDF’s claims of Iranian forces 
involved; and likewise, no evidence of the PUK’s claims that Iraqi 
army treeps are helping the KDF. 

Dokan, the largest and most important of Iraq’s many 
hydroelectric dams, controls water and power supplies to Irbil, the 
capital of the Kurdish region. It also affects water flow into the 
Tigris River, which provides hydro-electric power to Baghdad, Iraq’s 
capital. 

The dam has changed hands three times in the latest fighting an 
is a key target for both Kurdish groups. 

United Nations officials in Ankara had no information on any 
breach of the cease-fire, and no contact with U.M. officials in 
northern Iraq was possible. 

FPelletreau who hammered out the truce with FUK leader Jalal 
Talabani in Ankara and KDF leader Massoud Barzani in a Turkish town 
bordering Iraq earlier this week, on Wednesday was reported leaving 
Ankara, en route to what U.S. officials termed a long-planned visit 
to the Gulf region. 

Raghdad has meanwhile taken a dim view of the cease-fire, 
accusing the United States of not being serious in finding a 
solution to the Kurdish fighting in the north. 

““‘America doesn’t want northern Iraq to be an oasis of security, 
stability and prosperity, as it used to be during the self~rule days 
under Baghdad’s yovernment,’’ the Iraqi official newspaper 
al-Jumhuriya said Wednesday. 
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“Kurdish Evacuees Leave Turkey For United States <¢ 

ADANA, Turkey, (AFD — Some 66@ Kurdish dissidents and their 
families left for the U.S. Pacific territory of Guam Tuesday to be 
resettled in the United States. 

The Kurds, most of them members of the Cif-aided Iraqi National | 
Congress which opposes Saddam Hussein, were evacuated into Turkey 
from northern Iraq earlier this week. 

They were feared to be in danger after Saddam regained influence 
in the Kurdish-controlled north of the country seven weeks ago. 

The evacuees were put on two planes on a U.S.-led airbase near 
this southern city. The planes tock off after the evacuees went 
threugh medical and identification checks, the Turkish news agency 
Anatolia reported. It was not immediately known when they would 
arrive in Guam. 

These eligible for political refugee status will be allowed to 
resettle on the U.S. mainland. 

The CIA helped the Iraqi National Congnwks with news releases, 
books and radio and television breadcasts, but there is no. 
indication it gave them military aid. 

Last month, another group of about 2,@@@ Iraqi Kurds whe had be 
affiliated with U.S. aid groups in Kurdish areas were flown to Guam. 
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“BC-Iraq-Kurds< 

“Kurdish Peace Talks Open To Consolidate Cease-Fire< 
By YALMAN ONARAN= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) + U.S.-brokered negotiations 
between Iraq's rival Kurdish factions opened Wednesday 
amid hopes that a lasting peace accord between them will 
pave the way for the implementation of a long-delayed 
oil-for-food deal. 

The two Kurdish groups + The Iran-backed Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan and the Kurdistan Democratic Party, 
which is supported by Iraq + halted their latest round of 
fighting last week after U.S. mediation. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert Pelletreau is 
chairing the talks in the Turkish capital, Ankara. He told 
delegates in opening remarks: ~~We are here to help you in 
consolidating the cease-fire and in stabilizing the 
situation in northern Iraq.'' 

Officials from Turkey, which is fighting a 
long-running Kurdish insurrection in its southeast, and 

ritain are taking part in the talks. 

Both Turkish and U.S. officials have indicated that 
the primary goal of the talks was to establish a lasting 
peace deal that would allow the oil-for-food between the 
U.N. Security Council and Iraq to be implemented. 

The deal, signed in May, allows Irag to sell dirs 2 
billion worth of oil during a period of 180 days to buy 
food and medicine. 

The supplies are sorely needed in Iraq, which has been 
hard hit by six years of crippling U.N. sanctions imposed 
after it invaded Kuwait in August 1990. The sanctions 
include a ban on Iraq's vital oil exports and a freeze of 
its overseas assets. 

Baghdad has agreed to the conditions set by the 
Security Council for allowing the deal to be implemented, 
including the earmarking of part of the revenues for the 
Kurds in the north. 

But fighting between the two Kurdish factions in late 
August and September in which Saddam sent his army in 
support of the KDP against the PUK have led to the deal 
being delayed again on the grounds of poor security. 

The intervention of Saddam's army in Iraqi Kurdistan, 
declared a safe-haven by the United States and its Gulf 

ar allies in 1991, earned Iraq U.S. cruise missile 
trikes on Sept. 3-4. It has also disrupted U.N. relief 
operations in the area. 

~*Both Kurdish groups want the oil-for-food deal to 
start as soon as possible, so that should give them the 
incentive to agree to lasting peace,'' said a U.S. 
official close to the talks, insisting on anonymity. 

The two factions jointly ran a de-facto independent 
administration in northern Iraq from 1991 to 1994, when 
their differences led to fighting. They have since fought 
each other sporadically, with various cease-fires proving 
short-lived. 

The KDP and PUK have been on-and-off enemies for 
years. They differ over what policy to adopt toward the 
Baghdad government to obtain autonomy for their region, 
where they also vie for dominance. 

~“Our sincere wish is the establishment of peace and 
stability in Northern Iraq ... to stop terrorists 














benefiting from the power vacuum in the region,'' Turkish 
foreign ministry spokesman Omer Akbel said Wednesday. 
Turkish Kurdish rebels fighting for autonomy in 
southeastern Turkey have set up bases in Northern Iraq, 
from which they regularly launch cross-border attacks on 
urkish targets. 
(yo-sh-tm-hh) < 
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“Kurdish Feace Talks Open To Consolidate Cease-Fire (¢ 
‘EDS: Note copy already moved to some points<¢ 
“Ry YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= ; 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — U.S.-brokered negotiations between Iraq’s 
rival Kurdish factions opened Wednesday amid hopes that a lasting 
peace accord could pave the way for the implementation of a 
long-delayed oil~-for-food deal. : 

The two Kurdish groups _— The Iran-backed Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan and the Kurdistan Democratic Party, which is supported by 
Iraq . halted their latest round of fighting last week after U.S. 
mediation. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert Pelletreau is chairing 
the talks in the Turkish capital, Ankara. *“*We are here to help you 
in consolidating the cease-fire and in stabilizing the situation in 
northern Iraq,’’ the envoy said. 

Officials from Turkey, which is fighting a long-running Kurdish 
insurrection in its southeast, and Britain are taking part in the 
talks. 

KRoth Turkish and U.S. officials have indicated that the primary 
goal of the talks was to establish a lasting peace deal that would 
allow the oil-for-food between the U.N. Security Council and Iraq to 
be implemented. 

The deal, signed in May, allows Iraq to sell dirs 2@ billion wort 
of oil during a period of 18@ days to buy food and medicine. 

The supplies are sorely needed in Iraq, which has been hard hit 
by six years of crippling U.N. sanctions imposed after it invaded 
Kuwait in August 199@. The sanctions include a ban on Iraq’s vital 
oil exports and a freeze of its overseas assets. 

BRaghdad has agreed to the conditions set by the Security Council 
far allowing the deal to be implemented, including the earmarking of 
part of the revenues for the Kurds in the north. ; 

But fighting between the two Kurdish factions in late August and 
September in which Saddam sent his army in support of the KDF 
against the PUK have led to the deal being delayed again on the 
grounds of poor security. 

The intervention of Saddam’s army in Iraqi Kurdistan, declared a 
gafe-haven by the United States and its Gulf War allies in 1991, 
earned Iraq U.S. cruise missile strikes on Sept. 3-4. It has also 
disrupted U.N. relief operations in the area. 

“*BRoth Kurdish groups want the Gil-for-food deal to start as soa 
as possible, so that should give them the incentive to agree to 
lasting peace,’’ said a U.S. official close to the talks, insisting 
on anonymity. 

The two factions jointly ran a de~facto independent 
administration in northern Iraq from 1991 to 1994, when their 
differences led to fighting. They have since fought each other 
sporadically, with various cease-fires proving short-lived. 

The KDF and PUK have been on-and-off enemies for years. They 
differ over what policy to adopt toward the Baghdad government toa 
obtain autonomy for their region, where they also vie for dominance. 

““Our sincere wish is the establishment of peace and stability i 
Northern Iraq ... to stop terrorists benefiting from the power 
vacuum in the region,’’ Turkish foreign ministry spokesman Omer 
Akbel said Wednesday. 

Turkish Kurdish rebels fighting for autonomy in southeastern 
Turkey have set up bases in northern Iraq, from which they often 
launch cross-border attacks on Turkish targets. 
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“With Tragq~-Kurds 

“No Kurdish Settlement Without Iran: Foreign Minister < 

TEHRAN, Iran (APD — A peaceful settlement between Kurdish 
factions fighting in northern Iraq will not be possible without 
Iran’s assistance, Foreign Minister ALi Akbar Velayati said 
Wednesday. 

““Without the active contribution of Iran, its difficult to rea 
a constructive and peaceful settlement between the two ygroups,’?? 

Velayati said, 

The two groups _— the Iraq-supported Kurdistan Democratic Farty 
and the Fatriotic Union of Kurdistan, backed by Iran _ halted their 
fighting last week after the United States mediated a cease-fire. 

Talks aimed at reaching a lasting settlement to the conflict 
began in Ankara, Turkey on Wednesday and were chaired by U.S. 

Assistant Secretary of State Robert Pelletreau. 

‘‘Everybody knows, even countries from the West, that without a 
active and positive contribution from Iran, they cannot reach a 
concrete conclusion,’ Velayati said. 

He said Tran approves of a Turkish proposal for the two neighbo 
to try mediating between the two Kurdish factions. 

The KDF, with help from troops and tanks of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, drove the FUK out of most of northern Iraq in late 
August. The United States retaliated by firing cruise missiles o 
southern Iraq. , 

But the FUK stormed back this month, seizing the strategic town 
of Sulaymaniyah and the Dokan Dam, which controls the water and 
power supply to the KDFP’s stronghold, the regional capital, Irbil. > 
*(str-ti/lak) ¢ 
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“Kurdish Feace Talks Open to Shore Up Cease Fire < 
“Ede: ANs. UPDATES with first day over on positive notes, Turkish 
foreign minister quote, Iranian statement, other detail. <¢ 
“Ey YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — The first day of U.S.-brokered talks by 
Iraq’s rival Kurdish factions ended on a positive note Wednesday. 

The Iranian-backed Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and the 
[raqi-supported Kurdistan Democratic Party halted their latest 
fighting in northern Iraq last week after U.S. mediation. 

““‘The discussions are proceeding in an atmosphere of harmony an 
have been very praductive,’’ said Onur Oymen, Turkish deputy foreign 
minister hosting the meeting. “Making the ceasefire a permanent one 
is on top of the agenda.'’ 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert Pelletreau, chairman oa 
the talks, acknowledged ‘*‘a number of difficulties, but we are 
vorking very hard on them,’ 

The Kurdish delegations will reconvene Thursday, expected to be 
the last day of this round of talks. 

Turkish and U.S. officials have indicated that their primary goa 
was ta establish a lasting peace agreement that would allow an 
oil-for-food between the U.N. Security Council and Iraq to be 
implemented. The deal allows Iraq to sell dirs @ billion in oil 
during a 18@-day period to buy food and medicine. 

The supplies are sorely needed in Iraq, hard-hit by U.N. 
sanctians imposed after it invaded Kuwait in August 1998. The 
sanctions include a ban on Iraqg’s oil exports and have frozen its 
OVerTseas assets. 

Iraq has agreed to conditions set by the Security Council for 
allowing the limited oil sales, including using some of the revenue 
to help the Kurds. 

Saddam Hussein, however, sent his army into the region in late 
August to aid the KDF in fighting ‘against the PUK. That led the 
United Nations, citing poor security, to delay implementing the 
oil-for~food deal. 

The KDF and PUK have been on-and-off enemies for years, vying f 
dominance in their region and differing over what policy to adapt 
toward the Kaghdad government to obtain autonomy. 

Saddam’s intervention in northern Iraq, declared a safe haven i 
1991 by the United States and its Gulf War allies, led to U.S. 
missile strikes Sept. 3-4 on strategic sites in southern Iraq. It 
also disrupted U.N. relief operations in Iraq. 
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“Kurdish Leader Accuses Rival Of Planning Fresh Attack< 

TEHRAN, Tran (APD — The leader of an I[ranian-sponsored Kurdish 
faction has accused his Iraqi-backed rival of plotting toa launch a 
new attack on his group in northern Iraq. 

*‘Massoud HKarzani’s forces, with the cooperation of the Iraqi 
regime, are getting ready for a new attack on us,’"? Jalal Talbani, 
leader of the Fatriotic Union of Kurdistan, said in an interview 
with the Tehran daily newspaper Abrar. 

Talbani claimed that Barzani, who leads the Kurdistan Democrati 
Farty, wanted to postpone upcoming talks between the two parties for _ 
two weeks to enable him to carry out the attack. The twa sides are 
scheduled to meet in Turkey later this week with U.S. mediation. : 

The KDF, with help from troops and tanks of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, drove the FUK out of most of northern Iraq in late 
August. Saddam’s involvement triggered U.S. cruise missile attacks 
on southern Iraq in reprisal. 

But the FUK stormed back this month, seizing the strategic town 
of Sulaymaniyah and the Dokan Dam, which controls the water and 
power supply to the KDF’s stronghold, the regional capital, Irbil. 

A cease-fire has been in place for the past week and appears to 
have been largely observed. 
“<str-ti-mdm) ¢ 
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“URGENT ¢ 
“Traqi Kurdish Groups Sign Feace Agreement ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — Two rival Iraqi Kurdish groups signed a 
peace agreement Thursday pledging to maintain a cease-fire and to 
establish stability in northern Iraq. 

Under the auspices of the United States and Kritain, the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and the Kurdistan Democratic Party 
signed a far reaching deal that set up steps to rebuild a regional 
government which had collapsed three years ago. 

The document signed made it clear that Iraqi territorial 
integrity would still be respected. 

“MORE ¢ 
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*“ANKARA: be respected. ¢ 

The deal may clear the way for a a long-delayed deal arranged by 
the United States for Baghdad to allow it to sell oil to raise money 
for food and medicine. 

The Iran-backed Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, supported by Iraq, halted their latest round of 
fighting last week and agreed ta talks under U.S. mediation. 

Various cease~fires between the rivals, fighting each other sind 
1994, were broken in the past. 

The oil~for~food deal, signed in May, allows Iraq to sell dirs @ 
billion worth of @il during a 6G-month period to buy humanitarian 
supplies. 

The supplies are badly needed in all parts of Iraq, especially hk 
the Kurds, who also have been cut off by Saddam Hussein. 

U.N. sanctions have barred Iraq to sell of1, its main source of 
income, since it invaded Kuwait in August 1996. 

(sf/yo/vis/bm) 

APL D~-1@-31-96 1658GNT < 

























RMB4191---~— : 
ui BC-Turkey~Iraq-Kurds istLd-Writethru 1@-31 @358 
233 87 intw rom ank 
“BC~Turkey~Iraq~Kurds, ist Ld-Writethru <¢ 
“Iraqi Kurdish Groups Sign Peace Agreement ¢ 
“Ede: COMBINES pys urgent series, ADDS details, byline. No pickup? 
“By YALMAN ONGRAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 
ANKARA, Turkey (AFD ~ Two rival Iraqi Kurdish groups signed a 
peace agreement Thursday pledging to maintain a cease-fire and ta 
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The supplies are badly needed in all parts of Iraq, especially 
the Kurds, who also have been cut off by Saddam Hussein. 

U.N. sanetions have barred Iraq to sell oil, its main source of 
income, since it invaded Kuwait in August 1994. 
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“Iraqi Kurdish Groups Sign Peace Agreement <¢ e 
“Eds: ADDS details about agreement, comments from U.S. and Turkish 
officials, background. No pickup< 
“Ry YALMAN OQNARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Two rival Iraqi Kurdish groups signed a 
peace agreement Thursday pledging to maintain a cease-fire and seek 
stability in strife-torn northern Iraq. 

Under mediation by the United States, Britain and Turkey, the 
Fatriotic Union of Kurdistan and the Kurdistan Democratic Party 
signed a far-reaching deal that set up steps to rebuild a regional 
government which had collapsed three years ago. 

The document made it clear the Kurdish-dominated region would n 
seek to break away from Iraq. 

The deal could allow for the long-delayed implementation of a 
deal between the United Nations and Baghdad that permits Iraq to 
sell a Limited amount of oil to buy food and medicine. Iraq has been 
under crippling international sanctions, including a ban on oil 
sales, since it invaded Kuwait in 19964. 

The Iran~backed Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and the Kurdistan 
Democratic Farty, supported by Iraq, halted their latest round of 
fighting last week and agreed to talks under U.S. mediation. 

The oil-for-food deal, signed in May, allows Iraq to sell dirs 
billion worth of O11 during a G-month period to buy humanitarian 
supplies. 

The supplies are badly needed in all parts of Iraq, especially 
the Kurds, who also have been cut off by Saddam Hussein. U.N. 
sanctions have barred Iraq to sell oil, its main source of income, 
since it invaded Kuwait in August 1996. 

The two groups, fighting each other since 1994, broke various 
cease~fires mediated by the Unites States. But the latest document 
is the most comprehensive pledge for peace, including support for 
plans to form a joint government and hold elections. 

Turkey, fighting its own Kurdish rebels, got many of the points 
it was insisting on in the agreement. ¢ 

The document pledged ‘‘preventing all terrorist elements in 
Northern Iraq, especially the FPKK,’? referring to the Turkish 
Kurdish guerrillas. The PKK has bases in northern Iraq, from where 
it launches cross~border attacks. } 

The Kurdish groups also pledged not to seek help from any outsi 
powers, a reference to Tehran and Baghdad. 

A supervisory monitoring group made up of Turkish, American, 
British, the Iraqi Kurdish representatives will be based in Ankara, 
the document said. Another meeting on the peace plan is scheduled 
for Nov. 15 in Ankara. 

‘This is a good blue print for re-establishing the Kurdish 
regional government in northern Iraq,’’ said U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State Robert Felletreau, who led the mediation team. 

Thursday’s agreement set the two sides’ Oct. @3 positions as th 
demarcation line. The two parties promised to release all captured 
guerrillas, not to interrupt distribution of humanitarian aid, power 
and water supplies to each other. 

Saddam sent his army in support of the KDFP when fighting 
escalated in late August. The United States punished Saddam’s 
intervention in Iraqi Kurdistan with cruise missile strikes last 
month. Meanwhile, the KDF alleged that Iranian troops were helping 
its rival. 

The two factions have been on-and-off enemies for years. They 
differ ever what policy to adopt toward the Baghdad government to 
obtain autonamy for their region, where they also vie for dominance. 
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“Iraqi Kurdish Group Retracts Some Fledges on Peace Document ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD ~ A day after two rival Tragi Kurdish group 
announced a far-reaching peace agreement, one of the sides Friday 
retreated from some of its pledges. 7 

The Traqi-backed Kurdistan Democratic Party issued a statement 
saying it was only committed to the maintenance of the U.S.~-mediated 
cease-fire, continuation of talks, the non-disruption of civilian 
services, exchange of captives and the demarcation line in northern 
Iraq. 4 

The other points, which mainly focus on re-establishing a 
regional government in the region, must be discussed with leaders 
before they can be approved, the Democratic Party said. 

The KDF and its Iranian-backed rival, the Patriotic Unian of 
Kurdistan, have been fighting each other sporadically since 1994 in 
northern Iraq, a semi~autonomous area where a U.S.-led air force 
patrols to protect against attacks by Saddam Hussein’s forces. The 
Kurdish groups halted their latest clashes last week. 

The items the KDF balked at included one saying the parties wou 
not seek the intervention of any other forces.’? KDF’s 
collaboration with Saddam in August to take the Kurdish capital 
Irbil from the PUK led to punishing missile attacks by the United 
States on KRaghdad’s air defense systems. 

The agreement | mediated by the United States, Britain and Turk 
_ Was seen as opening the way for the long-delayed implementation of 
a deal between the United Nations and Baghdad that permits Iraq to 
sell oi1 to buy food and medicine. 

Iraq has been under crippling international sanctions, includin 
a ban on oi1 sales, since it invaded Kuwait in 1996. 

The United States has prevented the oil deal to be implemented, 
citing instability and security concerns in northern Iraq. . 
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“Iraqi Kurdish Groups Resume Talks Despite Foot-Dragging ¢ 
“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Fress Writer= < 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD _ Two rival Iraqi Kurdish groups resumed 
peace talks under U.S. supervision Friday despite a bid by one side 
to postpone the meeting. : 

The request by the Iragi-backed Kurdistan Democratic Party, KDE 
had put the resumption of talks in limbo up until Thursday night. 

Kut U.S. pressure was effective once again in bringing the 
Kurdish rivals to the bargaining table. 

“*‘Welve always been cammitted to talking, and now that Nr. 
Felletreau is personally involved, we’1ll be there,’’ KDFP spokesman 
Safeen Dizayhee said. — 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert Pelletreau chaired the 
first round of talks at the end of last month and arrived here 
Thursday to head the second round. 

The KDF and the Iranian-backed rival Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan, PUK, agreed to a cease~fire Oct. 23 after three years of 
sporadic fighting. 

Since the Gulf War, Kurdish dominated northern Iraq has been a 
de-facto state, protected from Saddam Hussein by a U.S.-led allied 
air force. 

The first round of Ankara talks between the two rival groups 
preduced a document establishing a permanent cease-fire and steps 
toward re-establishing a joint regional administration. 

But the [raqgi~backed KDF retreated from most of its pledges the 
day after the talks ended, saying it was only committed to the 
cease-fire. 

: ““‘We were surprised by the KDF action last time,’"’ Shazad Gaib, 
the FUK’s Ankara representative, said. “*“‘There is ne other way but 
to put behind us the fighting and come together as in the past.’ 

The second round will focus on fine-tuning the peace-monitoring 
mechanism agreed to last time and the restoration of civilian 
services as winter approaches, Pelletreau said at the opening of the 
talks. 

He made it clear that the process will be a long one. 

““Restoring a lasting stability in the North will require the 
re-establishment of trust between the KDF and the FUK,7* FPelletreau 
said. 

Raghdad has denounced the Ankara talks, calling U.S. mediation 
meddling in its internal affairs. But the talks and a long-term 
cease-fire are essential for the implementation of a long-delayed 
oil~-for-food deal between [Iraq and the United Natians. 

Cyo) 
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Alraqi Kurdish Groups Resume Talks Despite Foot-Dragging ¢ 
*Ede: UPDATES with new U.S. aid pledge of dirs 3.7 million< 
“Ry YALMNAN ONARAN= 
“Assaciated Press Writer= : ; 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — Two rival Iraqi Kurdish groups resumed 
peace talks under U.S. supervision Friday despite a bid by one side 
ta postpone the meeting. 

As the talks went on, U.S. Assistant eer deere of State pee ae 
Felletreau announced that his government had pledged another dirs 
3.7 million for “sanitation and emergency medical need’"’ in 
northern LTraq. 

The money would be given toe UNICEF, FPelletreau told reporters. | 

The United States promised dirs 7.3 million last month in 
response to a U.N. appeal for food relief in Iraq, and earmarked it 
for the Kurds. That announcement came a day before the first round 
pid talks had started in Ankara. : 

The request, @nd graf pye< 
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Tragi Kurd Refugees Dying in Freezing Camps, UNHCR Says 

GENEVA (AP) ~ The U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees appealed 
to iran Friday to resettle 65,466 Iraqi Kurd refugees housed in 
freezing mountain centers in north west Iran. : 

The aid agency Nedecins Gans Frontieres reported that one or two 
children are dying each night because of the cold and food supplies 
are erratic. 

"We are very worried about the situation," said UNHCK 
spokeswoman Christiane Berthiaume. 

"The refunees are living in terrible conditions ... in tents. 

We had no access there for two weeks. If they stay there they will 
die.” 

They must he relocated as soon as passible to proper camps on 
the plains where climatic conditions are less harsh, she said. 

The refugees fled finhting in Iraq in September and mid October. 
The situation is still too unsafe there for them ta return, 
Rerthiaume said. 

(efh) 
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lraqi Kurdish Groups End Round of Talks With Little Progress 
Ede: UPDATES with talks concluding, little headway, details 
Ky YALMAN ONARAN 

Associated Press Writer 

ANKARA, Turkey (AF) - Two rival Iraqi Kurdish groups concluded 
their second round of peace talks Friday with little headway but 
pledged ta hold further negotiations. 

The Iraqi-backed Kurdistan Democratic Party, KDF, and the 
ilranian- backed Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, PUK, re-affirmed their 
commitment to a ceasefire declared on Oct. 23, which has held since ‘+ 
then. 

The initial round of talks last month produced a far-reaching 
document listing steps to re-establish a defunct joint regional 
administration, but the KDF retracted most of its pledges the next 
days 





Friday’s talks were almost postponed on KDF request but 
last-minute pressure by the United States brought the sides 
toyether. But it was clear that there was a long way to go before 
the Kurds could discuss re-farming a government. 

The two sides had not yet agreed on how a demarcation line 
between them would be drawn and who would be in the 
peace-monitoring group envisioned in the first round. 

Safeen Dizayhee, KDF’s Ankara representative, said the PUK 
should withdraw from a strategic point northeast of the Kurdish 
capital Irbil before the line was drawn. 

A joint statement issued at the end said the supervisory 
peace-monitoring committee, which includes the United States, 
Britain and Turkey, would meet next week to discuss such issues. 

"Political negotiations will start as soon as the ceasefire is 
sufficiently established,” said U.S. Assistant Secretary of State 
Robert Pelletreau, who is chairing the talks. 

There was no date set for the next round of ilyot ae vOee: 

Earlier Friday Pelletreau announced that his government had 
pledged another dirs 3.7 million for “sanitation and emergency 
medical need" in northern Iraq. 

The money, 3rd graf pys 
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karin. in cruising archives, see a may 29, 1991, story saying 
394,808 out of 454,202 kurds in turkey had returned, and remaining 
kurds down tea about 13,@@@ in june & story. 

as for iran, numbers range from 9@2,@2@ to 1.2 million kurds 
going there, with most returning in may. couldn't find exact number, 
but perhaps cairo could help. all best. djw. 
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“Turkey Reopens Bridge To Iraq¢ 
ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — Turkey on Sunday reopened a bridge after 
five years to ease traffic at the sole border crossing with Iraq, 
the foreign ministry said MNonday. 
With the opening of the bridge over the Hezil River, Turkey aims 
to increase trade at the Habur boarder point and help the local 
economy, crippled by the U.N. embargo on Iraq. 
Trucks from Turkey transport food and other supplies to northern 
Iraq, and return with cheap Iraqi gasoline in their extra fuel tanks 
to resell at home. The bridge, closed after Iraqg’s invasion of 
Kuwait, was damaged by floacd, and truckers had been using an olider, 
narrower Span. 
The trade violates U.M. sanctions but is tolerated by the United 
Nations because Turkey complains of losses from the embargo, 
When asked about the significance of the opening of the bridge, 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Omer Akbel said no ‘‘ political 
significance’’ should be attached ta the bridge opening. 
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“Turkey Reopens Bridge To Iraqg< 
Eds: INCORPORATES BC-Iraq-Turkey ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — Turkey on Sunday reapened a bridge after 
five years to ease traffic at the sole border crossing with Iraq, 
the foreign ministry said Monday. 

With the opening ef the bridge over the Hezil River, Turkey aims 
ta increase trade at the Habur border point and°*°help the local 
economy, crippled by the U.N. embargoe on Iraq. 

In Iraq, the prospect for increased cross-border trade with 
Turkey pleased money-traders and boosted the value of the dinar. 

The dinar improved in value in relation to the U.S. dollar, 
moving from 1,7@@ dinar to the dollar to 1,5@G. 

Trucks from Turkey transport food and other supplies to northern 
Iraq, and return with cheap Iraqi gasoline in their extra fuel tanks 
to resell at home. The bridge, closed after Iraqg’s invasion of 
Kuwait in 199@, was damaged by flood, and truckers had been using an 
Gilder, narrower span. 

The trade violates U.N. sanctions but is tolerated by the United 
Nations because Turkey complains of losses from the embargo. 

The world body also sees it at a way to alleviate hardships 
suffered by Iraq’s @2@ million people. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman Omer Akbel said no ** political 
significance’’ should be attached to the bridge opening. 

(sh/sf/djw) 
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Waning Donor Interest Threw Iraqi Kurds into Worse Poverty 
AF Photo MYLiis AP Graphic IRAQI KURDS 

EDITOR’S NOTE: The United Nations oil-for-food deal with Iraq 
now moving toward completion is intended partly to aid the Kurds of 
northern Iraq. An Associated Press reporter recently visited the 
impoverished region. 

By YALMAN ONARAN 
Associated Press Writer 

IRBIL, Iraq (AP) ~- Small children in torn clothes scamper along 
narrow cobblestone streets, guiding bicycle tires with sticks. 

Their bare feet splash into milky-colored sewage water in the 
gutters. 

Getting ready for the approaching winter, a woman uses 
thumbtacks to fasten a transparent sheet of plastic over a broken 
window. 

And this is the best neighborhood in the capital of the Kurdish 
region in northern Iraq. Such scenes are common throughout the 
area, which suffers from a double economic embargo. 

All parts of Iraq have been barred from world trade by a United 
Nations embargo imposed after Saddam Hussein sent the Iraqi army 
into Kuwait six years ago. The Kurdish region has been cut off from 
internal Iraqi trade since an uprising against Saddam after the . 
Gulf War. 

Adding to the region’s woes, two Kurdish factions have battled 
sporadically for two years over control of the enclave. They ended 
their latest round of fighting last month after Saddam’s troops 
aided one side and the United States retaliated by firing missiles 
at Iraqi military targets. 

There may be some relief in sight. Iraq’s government and the 
United Nations appear headed for final agreement on a deal to let 
Baghdad sell dirs 2@ billion worth of oil over six months to pay for 
food and medicine for its people. 

Needs are great throughout Iraq, especially in the economically 
backward Kurdish region. 

The Kurds’ life worsened as waning international interest in 
their plight decreased humanitarian aid, all that keeps them alive. 

“For many years, most donors gave specifically for northern 
Iraq," said Robin Mills, deputy coordinator of U.N. operations in 
the Kurdish region. 

Now, donor nations have stopped earmarking aid for the Kurds and 
instead give to Iraq in general, Mills said. 

The United States recently pledged dirs 11 million for food and 
medical aid to the Kurds for a 12-month period as part of its 
effort to encourage an end to the factional fighting. But that 
amounts to only dlrs 3 for each person in the region. 

Meanwhile, other countries have promised only dirs 1.6 million 
toward the U.N. goal of dirs 4@ million in aid for the region over 
& one-year period stretching into 1997. 

There is little work in the mountainous region. The terrain 
leaves little room for agriculture, and there are shortayes of 
fertilizer, seed and farm equipment. 

"Until five years ago, everybody was getting paid by Baghdad," 
Mills said, referring to government jobs in the region that have 
disappeared since the uprising. "The double embargo has burt 
incredibly." 

Zerrin Sidik has survived on U.N. handouts and help from 
relatives since her husband died in the rebellion. 

She stops putting up the plastic cover on her window to invite a 
reporter into the one-room house she shares with her four children. 

Three thin mattresses are piled in a corner. A gas stove and a 
milk crate holding a few pots is the kitchen. A small table near 
the window is where 1@-year-old Muhabbet does her homework and the 
family eats. A gas lamp sits on the table. There is no electricity 
or running water. : 

"If I had lots of money, I'd buy a refrigerator first, so the 
tomatoes and the cucumbers would be cold and fresh," Muhabbet 
says. 

There are few vegetables in the bazaars - tomatoes, cucumbers, 
onions, potatoes, lima beans. Dingy stores stock months-old Turkish 
crackers, cheap candy and Farsi-Cola from Iran. Stringy goat meat 
is sold in butcher shops swarming with flies. 

Besides humanitarian aid, the only food imported into the region 
comes on Turkish trucks smuggling a few sacks of flour or sugar. 

The truckers use the goods to buy cheap gasoline that can be sold 
back home at a profit. . 

Halit Hassan, a father of three, sells gasoline in plastic drums 

eo. the roadside but earns only dlrs 4 a month. His home near Irbil 
s in a former jail used to house Iranian POWs during the 1980s 
Iran-Iraq war. 

Each shabby cell with a tiny barred window holds a family of 
five to 1@. The stench of urine fills the dark corridors where a 
yoat romps among playing children. 

"There’s no land to harvest in my village," Hassan said. "So 
I came here, hoping I could sell something. But the money I make is 
not enough to live like a human being. The life of the goat you saw 
| is the level we can sustain." 
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“Turkey To Assist U.S. Evacuate Kurds fram Northern Iraq¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — Turkey has agreed to a U.S. request to he 
evacuate a third group of Kurds and other minorities from northern 
Iraq for humanitarian reasons, an official said Wednesday. 

The United States wants to move out 5,46@@ Kurds and other 
minority groups, who worked for U.S-backed or financed 
organizations, fearing that they may be in danger from Iraqi 
security forces. 

“*We have agreed to the U.S. request from a humanitarian point 
view,’’ Foreign Ministry spokesman Sermet Atacanli told a news 
canference Wednesday. “The evacuation is expected to start at the 
beginning of December.?’ 

Turkey reluctantly agreed to the transfer of two previous group 
of Kurds, amounting to more than 2,706 people in September and 
Qetaber. Their stay in Turkey was limited to a few days before being 
flawn to Guam, a U.S. outpost in the Pacific, for processing before 
resettlement in the United States. 

The government fears that Turkish Kurdish rebels, who stage 
hit-and-run attacks from bases in northern Iraq, could infiltrate 
into the group to reach Turkey. 

The latest group, consisting of Iraqi Muslims, Assyrians, 
Chaldeans as well as Kurds, also will be flown to Guam. 

(sf) 
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Turkey Denies Aid Agencies Road Access to Iraq, Group Says 

CAIRO, Egypt <(AP) ~- The international aid agency Save the 
Children said Saturday it may be forced to suspend its operations 
in northern Iraq if Turkey continues to block access to the area. 

The agency said Turkish authorities have closed the border to 
aid agencies since August when fighting broke out between rival 
Kurdish guerrillas and Iraqi President Saddam Hussein sent troops 
to intervene. 

“Without help to secure a route in and out of the country, and 
yreater protection for locally employed staff, the agency is 
worried that it may soon be forced to withdraw from its program," 
) the group said in a statement faxed to The Associated Press. 

"We are very concerned. We cannot go on much longer," said 
Brownwen Lewis, Save the Children’s Iraq coordinator, ina 
telephone interview from London. She said the agency may have to 
withdraw its operations in three weeks. 

Turkish authorities were not available for comment. 

The agency statement said only its local employees and one 
international worker were in northern Iraq and that the group has 
been forced to oversee its dlrs 4 million program from outside 
Iraq. 

It said other international non-governmental organizations were 
also facing the same problem. 

The northern Iraqi Kurdish enclave was established by the 
Victorious Persian Gulf War allies in 1991 to protect the 
rebellious Kurds from Iraqi forces. 

Turkey, which is fighting its own Kurdish separatists, and Iran, 
which also borders northern Iraq and has crushed uprisings among 
its Kurds, both oppose the emergence of an autonomous state for 
pana" 3.5 million Kurds. 

Save the Children said it was concerned that when the U.N. 
oil-for-food deal is enforced, there will be no international aid 
workers to help distribute the food to needy people. : ‘ 

Iraq earlier this week accepted the remaining U.N. conditions 
blocking implementation of the deal, which will allow Iraq to sell 
dirs @ billion worth of oil over six months to buy food and 
medicine. 
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“Turkey Denies Klocking Read Access to Iraq<¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — Turkey denied Monday that it was blocking 
road access to all aid agencies operating in northern Iraq, saying 
only some groups have been barred for certain reasons. 

The international agency Save The Children claimed Saturday that 
Turkey had closed its Iraqi boarder to aid groups since August. 

““We do not have a blanket policy against all aid groups,’’ said 
Sermet Atacanli, Turkish foreign ministry spokesman. ~“"“Same groups, 
however, have gone beyond their humanitarian missions in narthern 
Iraq. We evaluate them case by case. Many are still allowed 
through. ?? 

: Turkey has accused some agencies of aiding the Kurdish rebels 

fighting for autonomy in southeastern Turkey. The rebels have bases 
in northern Iraq, where a de-facto Kurdish state was established 
after the Gulf War. 

Under a U.N. blockade barring the sale of Iraqi oi1 and having 
ceased relations with the central government in Baghdad, the Iraqi 
Kurds have relied heavily on humanitarian assistance. 

However, aid operations were dealt a heavy blow when fighting 
between two Iraqi Kurdish factions broke out in August. Saddam 
Hussein’s tanks marched into the Kurdish capital Irbil on invitation 
fram one of the factions. Most foreign staffers of aid groups as 
well as thousands of Kurds working for U.S. agencies fled, fearing 
reprisal from Saddam. 

. Last week, Baghdad accepted the remaining U.N. conditions 

blocking the implementation an oil-for-food deal, which will allow 
Iraq to sell dirs @ billion worth of oi] to buy food and medicine. 

Save the Children said it was concerned that when the deal is 
enforced, there will be no international as groups toa help 
distribute the food to needy people. 

{ya) 

AFP -LD-12-@2-96 1255G6MT< 














N#ANZ1IS@7—-~-—— 
uoi msg&rome 12-83 @383 
ank rom frug par ams nat 
“meg& rome ¢ 
“RC-Turkey~-Draqg~-Refugee Camp ¢ 
*Some Turkish Kurdish Refugees To Return Home From Iraq<¢ 
“Ky SELCAN HACAGGLU= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — Some of the 14,040 Kurdish refugees, who 
fled to northern Iraq as a result of Turkish-Kurdish battling three 
years ago, will return home voluntarily, a U.N. official said 
Tuesday. 

Rut the return would be short of Turkey’s expectations of 
dissolving the United Nations camp in narthern Iraq where they have 
been sheltered. Turkey claims the camp is under Kurdish rebel 
ecantrol. 

“*We understand it will be closed,’”’ Sermet Atacanli, foreign 
ministry spokesman, told a news conference Monday. 

Rut other sources do not foresee a closure of the Atrush camp, 
kilometers (45 miles) away from the Turkish border. 

“*Some families expressed their intention to return, but the 
number for them is not clear yet,’’ Metin Corabatir, spokesman for 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees here said Tuesday. 
‘*The camp will be closed only if all refugees leave.’’ 

Faik Nerweyi, a spokesman for the Iraqi Kurdish group Kurdistan 
Democratic Party which controls the camp area, said *“*some refugees 
are not willing to go back,.?’ 

“*We have canfirmed the influence of the Kurdish rebels in the 
camp,’ Carabatir said. “*‘But ite a refugee camp, not a military 
base.’ 

Mastly elder men, women and children younger than 14 live in 
tents in Atrush, Corabatir said. 

The volunteer return of refugees followed Turkey’s recent 
announcement that they will not be subject to “‘any recrimination or 
legal action.?? 

Turkey assures to feed, accommodate and financially support eac 
returnee until they resettle. If needed, families will also he 
provided with canstruction materials to repair their homes. 

It was not clear when the first group would travel to Turkey. 

in the last year, only 7@ people returned from the camp in smal 
groups. 

The yovernment accuses the guerrillas, fighting for autonomy in 
Turkey’s southeast, af forcing or encouraging the flight of refugees 
to win international sympathy. 

Rut the army also came under fire for forcibly evacuating 
Villages, believed to be assisting the rebels. ; 

The guerrillas have military bases in northern Iraq. 

(sh) 
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“New Group of Kurdish Evacuees Crasses Into Turkey for United States < 

ANKARA Turkey, (AFD — The first group af some 5,866 mostly Iraq 
Kurdish dissidents crossed into Turkey on Wednesday on their way to 
the U.S. Pacific territory of Guam before being resettled in the 
United States, a U.S. Embassy official said. 

The group consists of workers, and their dependents, of 
U.S.-based nongovernmental relief organizatians,. 

They were scheduled ta be taken to the southeastern city of 
Ratman later Wednesday before being flown ta Guam on Friday far 
processing before resettlement in the United States, said the 
American official, speaking on condition of anonymity. The 
evacuation of the entire group was expected ta take about 14 days. 

The United States decided to evacuate the group which also 
included other minority groups, such as Arabs and Assyrians, fearing 
that they may be in danger from Iraqi security forces. 

Nore than 2,76@ Iraqi Kurds were evacuated for similar reasons 
September and Oetober. They were mostly members of the Cift-aided 
Iraqi National Congress which opposes Saddam Hussein. 

They were feared to be in danger after Saddam regained influenc 
in the Kurdish-controlled north of the country after a fighting 
erupted between rival Iraqi Kurdish groups in narthern Iraq in 
August. 
Turkey reluctantly agreed to the transfer of the groups on the 
condition that their stay in Turkey would be limited, 

The Turkish government fears that Turkish Kurdish rebels, wha 
stage hit-and-run attacks from bases in northern Iraq, could 
infiltrate into the group ta reach Turkey. 
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“356 Kurdish Evacuees Flown to Guam for U.S. Asylum< : 

BATMAN, Turkey (AFD — A first contingent of some 356 evacuees 
from narthern Iraq left this southeastern town Friday for the U.S. 
territory of Guam, an official said. 

The group, consisting of Kurds and other northern Iraqi minorit 
groups, boarded a DC-9 jet after an identity check, said the 
official, speaking on condition of anonymity. 

They eventually will be resettled in the United States. 

They are part of a total of 3,088 northern Iraqis and their 
dependents who worked for U.S.-backed agencies. The United States 
decided toa help evacuate them last month, fearing they might be in 
danger from Iraqi security forces. 

A total of 836 evacuees have crossed inte Turkey. from northern 
Iraq since the beginning of the week, the official said. The entire 
evacuation is expected to be completed next week. 

More than @,7@0 Iraqi Kurds were evacuated in September and 
October after Saddam Hussein regained influence in the 
Kurdish-controlled north of the country in August, following 
fighting between two rival Iraqi groups. 

They were mostly members of the CiA-aided Iraqi National Congre 
which opposes Saddam. 

Nast of them have heen resettled in the United States. 

(sf/djw) 

AP-LD-12-@6-96 141 3GNT<¢ 

















RMA L736-=-~- 

¢ I BC-Turkey-Iraq-Kurds 12-20 4124. a 
233 47 intw rom ank cai 
“RC~Turkey~-LDraq-Kurds ¢ : 
“Turkish jets pound Kurdish rebel bases in novehaen Trag ¢ yee &, 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD _ Turkish warplanes and helicopter gunships 
have bombed two Turkish Kurdish rebel bases in ada Trag, a 
military officer said Friday. 

The air raid was carried out Thursday after reconnaissance 
flights reported increased activities in two hans sone is . 
kileameters (nine miles) inside Traq. 

The Turkish air force often attacks rebel bases acrass the bord 
in an effort to thwart the guerrilla from crossing inta Turkey. . 

The rebels, fighting for autonomy in Turkey’s sautheast since 
1984, launch hit-and-run attacks from their bases inside Iraq. The 
conflict has claimed more than 21,@@@ lives. 
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—~GAZETECiLERE °*CEKiC GUC’? BRIFiNGi... 
—RiRLESiK GGREV KUVVETi?NIN 

TURK KOMUTANI TU@GENERAL SANLITURK: 
~'™CEKiC GUC’UN YAPTIGI HER TURLU FAALZYET, 
YUZDE YUZ TURK TARAFININ KONTROLUNDED#R?? 
~)) BGK'NIN ELiNDEK: HER TURLU BiLGi, AYNI 
ZAMANDA GENELKURMAY’ IN ELZNDED#R’? 

—'CEKi¢ GUG'E AZT UGAKLAR, AYDA 18-20 GUN 
KUZEY IRAK?TA KESiF UCUSU YAPTYOR?! 


{FOTOGRAFLI) 


INCEZRLIK (ALA) - tncirlik’teki Tiirk-ABD Ortak Savunma 
Tesisleri'’rnde, Huzur Operasyoru (Provide Comfort) cercevesinde 
komusglandiaralan Birlesik Gérev Kuvveti’nin (Cekic Giig), her tiirli 
faaliyetinin, yilizde yuz craninda Turk tarafinin kontroaliinde clidugu 
bildirildi. 

Gerelkurmay Baskanlifia Basan ve Halkla tliskiler Dairesi ile 
Cukureva Gazeteciler Cemiyeti’nin organizasyonuyla tneirlik Ussii, 
gazetecilere gezdirildi ve Hirlesik Gérev Kuvveti (BGK) Tiirk Kemutana 
Hava Tutgigeneral Savas Sanlitiirk tarafindan brifing verildi. 

Tugigeneral Sanlatiirk, BGK’ nan, Kérfez Harekati’rnin bitiminden 
seomra S Nisan 1991 tarihinde, Kuzey Irak’ta yasganan soykirima kargi 
Glusturuldugunu hatarlatarak, '’Ceki¢c Giic’ lin yaptagia her tiirlii 
faaliyet Tiirk tarafainin kontrollindedir’’ dedi. 

BGK ’ nar Zahe’daki Askeri Koardinasyon Merkezi’nin 4 Eyliil 1996'’da 
Gekilmesiyle, tiim unsurlarin iIncirlik’e tagindigina isaret eden 
Tutigeneral Sanlatiirk, Diyarbakiar’da da irtibat unsuru bulundugunu 
bildirdi. 

Tugigeneral Sanlatiirk, BGK’ nan, 26. paralelin kuzeyindeki sivil 
halkin savurmasini sadlamak amaciyla, ortalama 2-8 saatlik kesif 
ugusglara yaptaitiana ve bu ucuslarin genellikle 2-2.5 saat siirdiifgiinii 
ifade etti. 

Kesif ucuslaranin Awacs’larin (erken uyari ucatii) kalkmasiyla 
basgladigani, daha sonra F-15, F-16, F-111, Fransaz Jaguar ve ingiliz 
Tornade savas ucaklarinian ''kesif ve koruma’’ gtrevini Ustlendigini 

elirters Tuggeneral Ganlatiirk, destek kuvvetleri ve helikapterlerin 
de ugus filcasuna eslik ettittiini kaydetti. 


-"*KESIF UCUSLARI PERLYGDiK DESiL?’?— 


Ayda cartalama 18-20 kez kesif ucusu yapildifiini kaydeden 
Tufigeneral Sanlitiirk, ancak bu ucuslarin periyodik oclmadiginia, giin ve 
Ssaatlerinin siirekli detlistigini vurgulad.. 

Tufigeneral Sanlatiirk, *’Cekic Giic’iin elindeki bilgilerin, terérle 
micadele amaciayla kullanalip, kullarnalmaditia’’ yolundaki bir seru 
iizerine de, ?’ BGK’ nan elindeki her tiirlili bilgi Genelkurmay 
Bagskaniaga’nan da elindedir. Bize su ana kadar G@zel bir istihbarat 
talebi gelmedi’’ dedi. ; 

Tuggeneral SGanlatiirk, bir soru tizerine de, Kuzey Irak’a yapilan 
son aperasyona tiIncirlik Ussii’nden katilim olmadiqQinia agiklad:i. 

imcirlik Ussiiinde halen BGK’ ye ait, @7tsi ABD' ye, 6's: 
ingiltere'’ye, S’i Fransa'ya ve 4’U Tiirkiye’ye ait 42 savas ucaga 
clmak Uzere, destek ucgaklari ve helikepterler ile birlikte teplam 539 
ugak bulunuyor. BGK emrinde, bin 212 ABD'1li, 174 trmogiliz ve 111 

@ranse perseamel gGrev yapiyar. 

Brifinoder sanra, BGK karargahi ile savas ucaklari gazetecilere 
n6sterildi. 

{MD-VS—-KAN-ADA—-SRD) 
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uo i BRC-Iraq~-Turkey 12-26 @357 
intj 888 nat cai ank par 

“EC-LTraq-Turkey 

“Iraq slams decision to renew U.S.-led mission protecting Kurds <¢ 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — A state-run Iraqi newspaper on Thursday 
slammed Turkey’s decision to renew the U.S.-led air mission 
protecting Kurds in northern Iraq. 

Turkey’s parliament on Wednesday agreed toa a pixephaeh extensioa 
of the overflights. 

The state-run Al-Thawra newspaper accused Kritain and the Unite 
States of using ‘pressures, threats and bribes’’ to get Turkey’s 
approval to continue operating from a Turkish air base. 

“We strongly condemn Turkey’s decision renewing the presence o 
foreign forces on its territories, and we consider this a new plat 
with the United States and Kritain against Iraq,’? the newspaper 
said in an editorial. 

It called the air surveillance illegal and a violation of Iraq’ 
sovereignty. 

““There are Kritish and American pressures, threats and bribes 
influence Turkish politics,’’ the paper charged. 

The editorial said it welcomed France’s decision ta drop out of 
the mission. The Al-Thawra comment was carried on the official Iraqi 
News Agency, which was monitored in Caira. 

After parliament’s decision on Wednesday, Turkish Defense 
Minister Turhan Tayan announced that France no longer would 
participate. 

In Paris, however, a French Foreign Ministry spokesman said no 
afficial decision had been made. 

The air surveillance known as Operation Fravide Comfort was 
launched after the Gulf War to protect the Kurds in northern Iraq 
following a failed 1991 rebellion against Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein. 





CAGe482~---~- 


While the Turkish government terminated the mandate of the 
operation, it approved a scaled~back mission toa go into effect the 
day the old one ends, Jan 1. 

Since its inception, the mission had been renewed every six 
‘months after rancorous debate in the Turkish parliament. 

Nore than S@ Kritish, French and U.S. warplanes take off from 
Turkey’s southern Incirlik base almost daily for reconnaissance 
flights over northern Iraq. The Iraqi Kurds have maintained a de 
facto autenomous state in northern Iraq under the mission’s 
protection. 

“db-eap <¢ 
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“EC-France-Kurds, @nd Ld-Writethru 
“France won't participate in U.S.-led mission protecting Kurds< 
‘Eds: AMs; LEADS throughout to ADD background on US-French relations, 
French efforts to renew trade with Iraq, quotes from communique and 
ministry spokeswoman. ADDS byline. Mo pickup. ¢ 
“Ky JOCELYN NOVECK= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

FARTS (AF) — France said Friday it won’t participate in a new, 
scaled-back version of the U.S.-led mission to protect Kurds in 
northern Iraq because humanitarian aid is neo longer part of the 
plan. 

The decision was just the latest example of France parting ways 
with the United States on a diplomatic issue. In recent months 
France has disagreed with Washington over the next U.N. secretary 
general, the structure of NATO’s southern command, and peacemaking 
in Africa and the Middle East, among other things. ' 

The air surveillance by the United States, Britain and France, 
known as Operation Fravide Comfort, was launched after a failed 1991 
rebellion against Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein following his defeat 
in the Persian Gulf War. 

The mission ends Dec. 31. On Wednesday, the Turkish parliament 
agreed to a six-month extension of the flights, which take off fram 
Turkey. 

At the time, the Turkish defense minister said France would no 
longer participate. But the French insisted no decision had been 
made. 

In a communique released Friday, the Foreign Ministry said 
Fravide Comfort was originally meant to provide humanitarian aid toa 
the Kurds in northern Iraq and **to prevent any action taken against 
the civilian population of the zone..." 

““The humanitarian element initially planned in “Provide Comfort 
dees not figure in the new operation,’’ the statement said. **For 
this reason, France will not participate.”’ 

Under Provide Comfort, a military coordination center oversaw th 
humanitarian operations of private aid agencies in northern Iraq. It 
was pulled out of the region in September following clashes between 
Iraqi Kurdish rival groups, and will not be included in the new 
mission. 

In recent manths, France has sought to ease U.N. sanctions on 
{Iraq and French companies have been preparing for renewed trade with 
Raghdad, ance a major French trading partner. 

France this year also refused to take part in the U.S.-led move 
ta deepen the no~-fly zone in southern Iraq, from the 32nd to the 
33rd parallel. 

H Foreign Ministry spokeswoman, Anita Limido, stressed Friday at 
a briefing that the latest French decision ‘‘has no effect on our 
excellent relations’’ with the United States. 

She said discussions with Washington had been 
oabjective.?? 

In its communique, the government also emphasized Friday that th 
end of FPravide Comfort ***doesn’t change at all’’ France’s 
participation in the surveillance in southern Iraq. 

And it stressed that the French decision does not affect “*‘the 
determination of France to call on Iraq to conform to all U.N. 

Security Council resolutions, an indispensable condition for it to 
regain its place in the international community.’” 

Nore than S@ British, French and U.S. warplanes take off from 
Turkey's southern Incirlik base almost daily for reconnaissance 
flights over northern Iraq, where the Iraqi Kurds have maintained a 
de facto autonomous state. 

{jn-cb) 
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“BC-France-Kurds, 1st Ld-Writethru 
“France won't participate in U.S.-led mission protecting 
Kurds< 
“Eds: Recasts lead to further describe French position; 
ADDS full quote and background. No pickup.< 

PARIS (AP) + France said Friday it will not 

rticipate in a new, scaled-back mission to protect Kurds 
e northern Iraq because the humanitarian part of the 
original plan ~~does not figure'' in the new one. 

The air surveillance by the United States, Britain and 
France, known as Operation Provide Comfort, was launched 
after a failed 1991 rebellion against Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein following his defeat in the Persian Gulf War. 

The mission ends on Jan. 1. On Wednesday, the Turkish 
parliament agreed to a six-month extension of the flights, 
which take off from Turkey. 

At the time, the Turkish defense minister said France 
would no longer participate. But the French insisted no 
decision had been made. 

In a communique released Friday, the Foreign Ministry 
said Provide Comfort had been put into place to provide 
humanitarian aid to the Kurds in northern Iraq and ~~to 
prevent any action taken against the civilian population 
of the zone...'' 

~*The humanitarian element initially planned in 
ess Comfort' does not figure in the new operation, '' 

statement said. 

~“For this reason, France will not participate.'' 

More than 50 British, French and U.S. warplanes take 
off from Turkey's southern Incirlik base almost daily for 
reconnaissance flights over northern Iraq, where the Iraqi 
Kurds have maintained a de facto autonomous state. 

Since its inception, the mission has been renewed 
every six months after rancorous debate in the Turkish 
parliament. 

(jn) 
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“BC-Iragq-Turkey, 0276< 
“Iraq slams decision to renew U.S.-led mission protecting 

rds< 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) + A state-run Iraqi newspaper 
criticized Turkey's decision to renew the U.S.-led air 
mission protecting Kurds in northern Iraq. 

In an editorial published Thursday, the state-run 
Al-Thawra newspaper accused Britain and the United States 
of using ~"“pressures, threats and bribes'' to get Turkey's 
approval to continue operating from a Turkish air base. 

Turkey's parliament on Wednesday agreed to a six-month 
extension of the overflights. 

~“We strongly condemn Turkey's decision renewing the 
presence of foreign forces on its territories, and we 
consider this a new plot with the United States and 
Britain against Irag,'' the editorial said. 

It called the air surveillance illegal and a violation 
of Iraq's sovereignty. The Al-Thawra comment was carried 
on the official Iraqi News Agency, which was monitored in 
Cairo. 

The editorial said it welcomed France's decision to 

@-op out of the mission. After parliament's decision on 
Wednesday, Turkish Defense Minister Turhan Tayan announced 
that France no longer would participate. 

In Paris, however, a French Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said no official decision had been made. 

The air surveillance known as Operation Provide 
Comfort was launched after the Gulf War to protect the 
Kurds in northern Iraq following a failed 1991 rebellion 
against Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein. 

While the Turkish government terminated the mandate of 
the operation, it approved a scaled-back mission to go 
into effect the day the old one ends, Jan 1. 
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“EC-Turkey~Traq-Kurds ¢ 

“Turkish troops press on with offensive in northern Iraq <¢ 

DIYARBAKIR, Turkey (AF) — More Turkish jets crossed into norther 
Iraq on Thursday to give extra fire power to about 3,4@@ soldiers 
hunting for Kurdish rebels, an official said. 

At least 74 separatist guerrillas have been killed in the 
offensive, which began Monday, said an official speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

Officials did not say how many more jets took part in the 
fighting. The Anatolia news agency, quoting military officials, 
reported Turkish jets bombed a suspected rebel camp in Hakurk near 
the borders of Turkey, Iran and Iraq. The report did not give 
casualty figures. 

Turkish troops occasionally go after Turkish Resdish separatists 
in northern Iraq, where rebels maintain bases for hit-and-run raids. 

The rebels have been fighting for autonomy in southeastern Turkey 
since 1984. 

The Turkish troops, backed by F-4 jets and helicopter gunships, 
began the latest incursion after guerrillas attacked an army outpost 
near the southeastern Turkish town of Silapi. 

But a pro-rebel news agency on Thursday denied the guerrillas 
have suffered heavy losses. 

‘ “The rebels are holding their own,’’ a spokeswoman for the 
Germany~based DEM news agency said. She declined to give her name. 

She said that rebels had killed six Turkish soldiers in battles 
clase to the borders The Turkish military said only two soldiers had 
been killed. ‘ 

The conflict has claimed more than 21,006 lives. 

(sf/bm) 
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“ERO-Turkey-irag~Kurds, ist Ld 
“Turkish troops press offensive in northern Iraq; 100 killed<¢ 
“Eds: LEADS to update rebel death toll to 168¢ 
DIYARBAKIR, Turkey (AFD ~ The Kurdish rebel death toll in 
northern Iraq reached 146 Thursday as more Turkish jets crossed the 
border ta give extra fire power to soldiers hunting guerrilla bases, 
the military said. 
Araund 25 ef the guerrillas were killed Thursday, the fourth day 
of the offensive by about 5,406 soldiers, a military statement said. ; 
Qfficials did, 3rd graf< 
isf/bm) 
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intj 8688 nat cai ank 
*ERC~Traq-Turkey 
“Iraq criticizes Turkish incursion against Kurds <¢ 
“By WATEL FALEH= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

KAGHDAD, Traq (AFD — Traq has criticized Turkey’s latest 
incursion into the North in search of Kurdish rebels and called far 
an immediate withdrawal ef the Turkish troops, newspapers said 
Friday. 

The papers quoted a statement by Iraq’s Foreign Ministry 
demanding the withdrawal and calling on i al “*not to repeat such 
actions. 77 

Turkey’s latest offensive against Kurdish rebels went into a 
fifth day Friday. On Thursday, the military dispatched jets to back 
up its troaps and said a total of 16@ rebels had been killed. : 

Iraq has repeatedly criticized Turkish incursions into the North 
as a Violation of its sovereignty. 

The area is technically a “‘safe haven’’ for Kurds to protect 
them from attack by Iraq’s forces. U.S., British and French jets 
patrolled the skies starting in 1991, when Iraq put down a Kurdish 
rebellion against Saddam Hussein’s rule. 

Rut fighting last year between rival Kurdish rebel factions 
allowed Saddam to regain control of some northern areas. France 
recently announced that it would stop participating in air 
aperations. 

The Iraqi statement saids *“*‘We have repeated on many occasions t 
the Turkish officials that the right way to deal with the problem is 
by direct agreement between the governments of Iraq and Turkey to 
secure safe borders based on mitual respect for each country’s 
savereignty.7? 

It also called for ““*keeping foreign influence away from the 
region.?? 

Turkey insists it must defend itself against Kurdish rebels it 
Says are operating out of northern Iraq, Syria and Iran. The rebels 
have been seeking autonomy for Kurds in in southeastern Turkey since 
1984. 

The conflict has claimed more than 21,000 lives. 

“wf-eap ¢ 
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“BC-US-Turkey 
4US told Turkish troops won't stay long in Northern TIraq<¢ 
“With Turkey~Traqg~Kurds <¢ 
WASHINGTON (AFD — Turkey has given the United States assurance 
that its offensive inta Northern Iraq to hunt down separatist rebels 
will be of Limited duration. : 
State Department spokesman Nicholas Kurns said the Turkish acti 
was provoked by attacks by the guerrillas and that Turkey is 
utilizing a ““hot pursuit’’ strategy to go after them. 
Turkish officials have also given assurances that the rights of 
innocent civilians will be respected, Burns said. 
Same 10@ peaple were reported killed in a four-day offensive by © 
the Turkish army against Kurdish guerrilla bases in Northern Iraq. 
AP ~LD-@1-@2~-97 211 2G6NT< 
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r ibx 
“BC-Iraq-Kurds, 226< 
“Report: Iraqi Kurdish faction executes four opponents< 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) + The Kurdistan Democratic Party has executed four 
members of a rival faction, charging it had carried out a bomb attack ina 
KDP-controlled city, the group's radio station reported. 

The radio broadcast, monitored by the British Broadcasting Corp. in 

don, said the four were executed Friday. 

The radio said the attack occurred in Irbil, the Kurdish provincial 
capital in northern Iraq which is under control of KDP leader Massoud 
Barzani. 

It said the men, ~~detained a few weeks ago,'' had confessed to 
carrying out the attack under instructions from the leadership of the rival 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. There were no further details. 

The PUK, led by Jalal Talabani, has been contesting for power with 
Barzani in the Kurdish-controlled area carved out in northern Iraq after 
the 1991 Gulf War. 

Last August, Barzani's fighters drove Talabani's supporters out of 
Irbil and surrounding areas with help from Iraqi President Saddam Hussein's 
army. 

On Friday, the London-headquartered Al-Hayat newspaper reported that 
Saddam is trying to reconcile with Talabani, saying Saddam sent a former 
Kurdish Cabinet minister to try to convince Talabani to open a dialogue 
with Baghdad. 

Saddam's move is seen as an attempt to regain control of the region. 
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“BC-Iraq-Kurds, 304< 

“Saddam tries to woo second Kurdish leader for reconciliation< 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) + Iraqi President Saddam Hussein is trying to 
re-establish ties with a second Kurdish leader ahead of a U.S.-sponsored 
meeting to reconcile warring Kurds, a leading Arab newspaper said Friday. 

Saddam's move is largely seen as an attempt to regain a full hold on 
€ northern region, which until recently had been a de facto Kurdish state 
protected by overflights by a U.S.-led allied force. 

The London-based Al-Hayat newspaper said Saddam has dispatched a former 
Kurdish minister in his cabinet to convince Jalal Talabani, leader of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, to open a dialogue with Baghdad. 

Former minister Makram Talabani, who is a cousin of Talabani, met 
with the Kurdish leader a few days ago to discuss ideas for reconciliation, 
the newspaper said. 

Such an alliance would enhance Saddam's hold on the north since 
Talabani's chief rival, Massoud Barzani, already has re-established ties 
with the Iraqi government. 

The move came a week before a meeting proposed by the United States 
between representatives of Talabani's group and Barzani's Kurdistan 
Democratic Party. 

The Kurdish-controlled area set up after the Gulf War in 1991 was 
weakened by feuds between Barzani and Talabani over power sharing. Last 
August, it deteriorated further when Barzani asked Saddam for military help 
to overcome Talabani's Iranian-allied forces. 

Since then, Barzani has been negotiating with Baghdad for an accord 

ich will give the Kurds wider autonomy in the northern enclave + and 
himself greater power. 

But Al-Hayat said the negotiations stalled after Saddam let it be known 
he does not consider Barzani the sole leader of Iraq's nearly 4 million 
Kurds. Saddam also urged him to sever ties with the West. 
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“RC-Turkey~Iraq-Kurds ¢ 
“Iraqi Kurdish groups to resume peace talks ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey {AFD — Two rival Traqi Kurdish groups will resume 
peace talks under U.S. supervision Tuesday to complete an agreement 
establishing permanent cease-fire lines. : ; 

The two groups, one backed by Iran, the other by Iraq, battled 
each other last fall before the United States brokered a cease-fire 
in October, which has held for the most part. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert Pelletreau will chair 
the talks. 

Since the Gulf War, Kurdish daminated northern Iraq has been a 
de~facto state. 
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“ERC-Turkey~Traq-Kurds ¢ 
“Iraqi Kurdish groups resume peace talks, without leaders <¢ 
“By YALMAN ONARAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — Two rival Iraqi Kurdish groups -~ one 
backed by Iran, the other by Iraq -- resumed peace talks under U.S. 
supervision Tuesday to try toa turn a three-month-old cease-fire inte 
a permanent one. 

Rut the absence of their top leaders cast doubts about prospect 
for the talks’ success. 

The Iran~-backed Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) and the 
Iraqi~backed Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDF) battled each other far 
weeks before the United States brokered a cease-fire in October, 
vhich has mostly held. 

The latest round of talks, expected to last for two days, was 
scheduled ta iron out remaining disagreements on just where each 
group’s fighters can be grouped without antagonizing their rivals. 

Turkish foreign ministry announced Monday that PUK leader Jalal 
Talabani would attend the talks, but there was no indication whether 
his rival, KDF leader Massoud Barzani intended to come. 

In any case, there was no sign of either leader on Tuesday. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert Felletreau, who is 
co-chairing the talks with the Turkish hosts, said the talks were 
aimed at establishing ‘*‘additional confidence~building measures for 
moving closer to political reconciliation. '” 

Rut that goal appeared difficult. The lead KDF delegate, Sami 
Abdurrahman, began his remarks by blaming the FUK for mast of the 
current problems. 

Since the Gulf War, Kurdish-dominated northern Iraq has been a 
de-facto state protected by U.S.-led allied war planes. 

fya~fd) 
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“kC~Turkey~Traqg~Kurds, 8393 ¢ 
“traqgi Kurdish groups agree on cease-fire line< 
“Ky SUZAMN FRASER= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — Kival Iraqi Kurdish factions promised 
Wednesday to withdraw forces along an agreed cease-fire line to 
consolidate a three-month peace, a senior U.S. official said. 

The Fatriotic Union of Kurdistan and Kurdistan Democratic Party 
also agreed to the deployment of a peace monitoring force for the 
cease~fire line, U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Robert Felletreau 
told reporters. ; 

& **We have made some significant progress and taken a number of 
steps that will strengthen the cease~fire,’’ FPelletreau said. **We 
have achieved want we wanted to achieve.’ ’ 

Kut the greatest test to reconciliation remains the sharing of 
much-needed customs revenues obtained from a border gate between 
Turkey and northern Iraq. 

Felletreau said Turkey, EKritain and the United States had urged 
the rival groups to establish a mechanism to ensure the fair _ 
distribution of revenues. **But this was not a subject all 
participants were empowered to discuss,’’ he said. 

The talks are being co-chaired by the United States and Turkey, 
vith Britain also taking part. 

FUK leader Jalal Talabani is expected to arrive in Ankara on 
Thursday for talks with Turkish and U.S. officials expected to- 
center on the sharing of revenues. 

The peace force is to consist of minority Traqi groups including 
the Turkmen and Assyrians and was expected to be deployed in 
February, he said. 
fs No details on the demarcation of the cease-fire line was given. 

The PUK and KDF have been at odds for years, but battled each 
other fiercely for weeks in September before a U.S. brokered 
cease-fire came into effect in October, The cease-fire has mostly 
been observed despite some reports of violation. 

Felletreau said the factions and the peace monitoring force woul 
investigate the alleged violations. The two sides also agreed toa 
ensure the safe return of people displaced by the fighting. 

The West set up a safe area for Kurds in northern Iraq toa protec 
them from Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s army after a failed 1991 
rebellion in which the Iraq-backed KDF and Iran-backed FUK joined 
forces. But the two groups have mostly quarreled with each other 
since then. 
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“BC-Turkey~-Draq-Kurds ¢ 
“Kurdish leader hopeful for elections in northern Iraq <¢ 

ANKARA, Iraq (AFD — With peace talks between rival Iraqi Kurdis 
groups making little headway, the leader of ane of the factions 
expressed hope Friday that elections would be held in northern Iraq 
befare the end of the year. 

The two groups ended months of fighting in Getober after a 
U.S.-brokered cease-fire. But reconciliation has been slow. After 
four months of negotiations, the rival groups could only agree 
earlier this week on a cease~fire line. 

The region had been protected by a U.S.~-led air force since aft 
the Gulf War and is out of the control of Saddam Hussein, 

Jalal Talabani, leader of the Iranian-backed Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan, has ruled out the equal sharing of power with his rival. 

Kut he favored a broad-based government in which all minority groups 
of the region would be represented, 

“The fifty-fifty arrangement was not successful,’’ Talabani toa 
reporters. “*The party which has the majority should form a 
coalition with representatives af all other groups.’?? 

Talabani arrived in Turkey Thursday for talks with Turkish - 
officials on the peace talks and other issues. 

Talabani’s group and rival Kurdistan Democratic Party have 
promised to withdraw forces from positions along the cease-fire 
line. 

But the greatest test to peace still remains the sharing of 
much-needed custems revenues from the border gate between Turkey and 
narthern Iraq and establishing enough trust ta re-establish a joint 
regional administration. 

The two groups shared power after the West set up a safe area f 
Kurds in northern Iraq in 1991. But they have been quarreling with 
each other since then. 
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*ROC-Turkey-Iraq-Kefugee Camp <¢ 

“U.N. to withdraw from refugee camp in nerthern Traq<¢ 

*Ky SELCAN HACAQGLU= : 

“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — The United Nations will withdraw from a 
refugee camp where some 14,@@@ Turkish Kurdish refugees who fled 
northern Iraq from Turkish-Kurdish battling three years ago have 
been sheltered, a U.N. official said Monday. 

*“*BKut we're not leaving the refugees,’’ Metin Corabatir, a 
spokesman for the United Nations High Cammissioner for Refugees, 
said. “We are leaving it because our work there was being prevented 
by some activists.’? 

; Corabatir was apparently referring ta Turkish Kurdish guerrilla 
The Turkish government says guerrillas have taken control in the 
Atrush camp, which is 72 kilometers (45 miles) from the Turkish 
border. 

The United Mations plans ta pull out from the camp Tuesday. 

“We're expecting the return of Gur citizens as soon as 
possible,’”’ Germet Atacanli, a foreign ministry spokesman, said. 

GQnily 4@@ refugees have returned ta Turkey so far following 
Turkey's announcement two months ago that they will not be subjected 
to any legal action. 

Turkey pledges to feed, accommodate and financially support each 
returnee until they resettle. If needed, families will also be 
provided with construction materials to repair their homes. 

Corabatir said the returns must be voluntary. 

““We will guide them to two temporary U.M. camps where they will 
make their decisions,’’ Corabatir said. 

He said the new camps will be 3@ kilometers (18 miles) south of 
the Turkish border at Mukibla and Balkus in the northern Iraqi 
province of Dohuk. 

““If they decide to stay, we will continue to help them,"’ 
Corabatir said. **But new camps will not be permanent.’?’ 

Corabatir said around a thousand activists, living in Atrush, 
already left for mountains along the Turkish border. The camp’s 
residents were mostly old men, women and children younger than 14. 

The guerrillas have been fighting for autonomy in Turkey’s 
southeast. The conflict has claimed 21,060 lives since 1984. 

(sh) 
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“Traq pulls two brigades out of Kurdistan< 
CAIRG, Egypt (AFD — Traq has pulled two brigades of troops out 
the North, where it has maintained a military presence since August 
when it intervened in Kurdish in-fighting, the Iraqi Broadcasting 
Carp. reported Friday. < 
The withdrawals of the 39th and 116th brigades began Wednesday 
from the districts of Bustanah and Qushtebah, which lie between the 
towns of Irbil and Sulaymaniyah. 
““A withdrawal of this size is a sort of change of policy by th 
regime,’’ said a statement from the broadcasting corporation, which 
was faxed to The Associated Fress. 
The withdrawal left behind the 7th infantry and ist armored 
division, the statement said. 
The United States, Kritain and France set up a “‘safe haven’’ f 
Kurds in the North after a failed rebellion by the Kurds against 
Traqi leader Saddam Hussein in 1991. 
Saddam sent his forces inte the Narth last August tao intervene 
behalf of the Kurdistan Democratic Party of Massoud Barzani, which 
vas fighting with the rival Iranian~backed Fatriotic Union of 
Kurdistan, headed by Jalal Talabani. A U.S.-brokered cease-fire 
ended the fighting last OQetaber. é 
Saddam defended his move by saying Iranian troops had crossed t 
border in support af the PUK. 
Talabani'’s forces currently control the area around Sulaymaniya 
while Karzani’s men are in ceantrol of Irbil and surrounding areas. 
Although the United States and Britain still patrol a “*noa fly’ 
zane aver the North, the allies have given up trying to maintain 
arder on the ground. 
“mae-eap ¢ 
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“Kurdish official attacked in northern Iraq, bodyguards 


illed< 
e ANKARA, Turkey (AP) + Gunmen opened fire on the 
governor of northern Iraq's main Kurdish city, missing 
their target but killing two of his bodyguards, the 
Anatolia news agency said Monday. 

~“My car was raked by automatic gunfire minutes after 
I got in,'' said Francois Hariri, the governor of Irbil, 
Anatolia reported. 

The news agency said two of his bodyguards were shot 
to death as they pursued the gunmen. The attack took place 
Sunday, it said. 

Hariri blamed the attack on the rival Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan. Hariri represents the Iraqi-backed Kurdistan 
Democratic Party. 

The Patriotic Union representative in Ankara denied 
his charge as ~~baseless.'' 

Hariri's party drove the Patriotic Union from Irbil 
and the surrounding area last summer with the help of 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein's army. A U.S.-brokered 

ase-fire took effect in October, and has largely has 
ld. 

The United States and Britain have been patrolling a 
~“no fly'' zone over northern Iraq to protect the Kurds 
from attacks by Iraq since the Gulf War, but they have 
given up trying to maintain order on the ground. 

(sh/cph/djw) 
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“Kurdish group says official murdered, withdraws from talks ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey {AFD — An LTragi Kurdish group reported Tuesday 
that one of its leading members was assassinated in northern Iraq 
and withdrew from peace talks demanding an investigation. 

The murdered official was a regional head of the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, Mouhiddin Rahim, said the KDF representative here, 
Sami Abdurrahman. 

Abdurrahman said there were no details of how Rahim was killed. 
Rahim used to be the KDF representative in Washington in the late 
197@"s. ; 
The spokesman said “‘‘all preliminary indications’’ point ta the 
KDE's rival, the Fatriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK). 

The FUK denied responsibility for the slaying. 

‘““They are creating pretexts to spoil the peace process,’’ Shaz 
Saib, a PUK spokesman here said. « 

The two groups were meeting in Ankara Tuesday to discuss ways 
enhance a cease-fire in the region, which has held since last 
Oetober. 

““‘We strongly criticize the mediators _ the United States, 
Britain and Turkey _ for not carrying out investigations into recent 
terrorist attacks against our officials,’’ Abdurrahman said. **We 
will not attend any other meetings of this sort until a thorough 
investigation is carried out by mediators.'" 

The governor of Irbil, also from. the KDF, escaped an 
assassination attempt unharmed last month, but his two bodyguards 
were killed. Irbil is a northern Iraqi town under Kurdish control. 

 Jurkey, the United States and Kritain have been mediating betwe 

the groups since October after the year-long hostilities ended. 

However recent unconfirmed reports have indicated skirmishes 
between the FUK and KDF along the buffer line that separates their 
forces. ’ 

A de-facto Kurdish state was formed in northern Iraq after the 
Gulf War, protected by U.S. and British war planes. 

{yo/d jw) 
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“ERO-Turkey~-Irag~Kurds ¢ 
“Iraqi Kurdish group won’t attend talks <¢ ; 

ANKARA, Turkey {AFD ~ An Iraqi Kurdish group, while pledging ta 
work for peace with rivals in northern Iraq, said Wednesday it would 
boycott any top-level meetings until the slaying ef one of leading 
members is investigated. 

Last week, the Kurdistan Democratic Party, or KDE, withdrew fra 
peace talks after séoantie its rival, the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan, or PUK, of being behind the killing of one of its 
officials, Mouhiddin Rahim. 

The FUK has denied any involvement in the killing. 

““Such meetings have no significance while terrorist atten ar 
carried out by the other side against us for which we have abundant 
evidence,’’ said a statement by the KDF faxed to The Associated 
Press in Ankara. 

Rut the KDF pledged to abide by measures mediated by Turkey, th 
United States and Britain since October, including the deployment of 
a _peace-monitoring force. 

The two groups had been meeting in Ankara to discuss ways to 
build on a cease-fire in the region when news of the assassination 
CAME » . 
A de-facto Kurdish state was formed in northern Iraq after the 
Gulf War, protected by U.S. and Kritish war planes. 
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“EC-US—Kurds 
“Rival Kurdish leaders meet with U.S. officials < ; 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Officials of rival Iraqi Kurd groups held 
separate meetings with U.S. officials and reaffirmed their 
commitment to seek an accommodation, the State Department said 
Friday. 
Spokesman John Dinger said the two sides also stressed the 
importance of forward movement in the peace process. 
The officials of the Kurdistan Democratic Party and the Patriot 
Union of Kurdistan met separately on Thursday with David Welch, a 
top official of the State Department's Middle East bureau. 
Welch stressed the importance of progress and called on both 
sides to implement all outstanding confidence building measures, 
Dinger said. 
The discussions focussed on the political, economic and 
humanitarian situation in Northern Iraq. 
AF-LD-@3~28-97 2ES59GMT < 
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*EC~Turkey~Iraq ¢ 
be “U.S. delegation tries ta bring sides together in northern Iraq ¢ 
ANKARA, Turkey “AFD — Trying to help rival Kurdish factions in 

northern Iraq reconcile their differences, a U.S. delegation will 
leave for the region shortly, a foreign ministry official said 
Wednesday. : 

The delegation is being led by David Welch, a top official of th 
State Department’s Middle East bureau, said the Turkish foreign 

inistry spokesman Omer Akbel. 

Citing security concerns, neither Akbel nor U.S. Embassy 
officials would say just when the Americans would meet with the 
Kurdish leaders. 

Officials fram the Kurdistan Democratic Party and the batviowie 
Union of Kurdistan met separately with Welch last week in 
Washington. 

The two groups had been meeting in Ankara to discuss ways to 
build on an Octoher cease-fire, but the talks were stalled by the 
murder of a top KDE official. 

The delegation will stop in Ankara for consultations with Turki 
nt teciass on its return, Akbel said. 

In August, the KDF drove the PUK out of portions of northern Ir 
with help from Iraq. 
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“EC-Turkey-Traq ¢ 
“U.S. delegation heads for Kurdish region< 
ANKARA, Turkey (APD — A U.S. delegation headed far northern Iraq 
Thursday in a bid to help rival “Kurdish factions iron out their 
differences. 
; The Anatolia news agency said the delegation left from Ankara, 
where faction representatives had been discussing ways to build. on a 
cease-fire signed in October. 
It is led by David Welch, a State Department official who 
specializes in Middle Eastern affairs. Welch met last week in 
Washingten with officials Gof both groups _ the Kurdistan Democratic 
Marty and the Fatriotic Union of Kurdistan. 
The Kurdistan Democratic Party drove the Patrictic Union out of 
parts of narthern Iraq with the help of Iraqi troops last August. 
The two sides signed a cease-fire in October, but the subsequent 
talks in Ankara were stalled by the murder of a top KDF official. 
(sf/eph) ° 
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U.S. delegation tries to bring sides together in northern Iraq 

ANKARA, Turkey (APD - Trying to help rival Kurdish factions in 
northern Iraq reconcile their differences, a U.S. delegation will 
leave for the region shortly, a foreign ministry official said 
Wednesday. : 

The delegation is being led by David Welch, a top official of 
the State Department’s Middle East bureau, said the Turkish foreign 
ministry spokesman Omer Akbel. 

; Citing security concerns, neither Akbel nor U.S. Embassy 
afficials would say just when the Americans would meet with the 
Kurdish leaders. 

Officials from the Kurdistan Democratic Party and the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan met separately with Welch last week in 
Washington. 

The two groups had been meeting in Ankara to discuss ways to 
build on an October cease-fire, but the talks were stalled by the 
murder of a top KDE official. 

The delegation will stop in Ankara for consultations ‘wi hi 
Turkish officials on its return, Akbel said. 

In August, the KDF drave the PUK oe of portions of northern 
Iraq with help from Iraq. 
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Raghdad condemns U.S. official visit to northern Iraq 
Ede: INCORPORATES Turkey~-Iraq. 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) ~ Iraq Thursday said a visit to its Kurdish 
north by a senior U.S. official was tantamount to an act of 
agyression and interference in its internal affairs. 

A foreign ministry spokesman, quoted by the official Iraqi News 
Agency, said the State Department’s David Welch “entered northern 
Iraq illegally under the PTeeeet of mediating to end fighting 
between Kurdish factions. 

"This behavior falls within the continued acts of aggression 
and interference in Irag’s AWE ee affairs," the unnamed 
apokeaman said. 

Welch visited northern Iraq several times during the past year 
to reconcile the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, which are vying for power in Iraqi Kurdistan. 

Welch, who negotiated a cease-fire between the two factions in 
Qetaber, left Ankara earlier Thursday for northern Iraq to meet 
representatives from the two parties to cement the truce and iron 
out other differences. 

The two parties took control of northern Iraq shortly nt ter the 
end of the 1991 Gulf War under military protection provided by war 
allies the United, States, Britain and France. 

Baghdad accuses Washington of pressuring the two parties to stay 
outside the central government’s control as part of what it sees as 
a conspiracy against President Saddam Hussein’s regime. 

With the help Saddam’s army, the Kurdistan Democratic Party 
drove the Fatriotic Union out of parts of northern Iraq in August. 

A UL.S.-brokered cease-fire signed in October has genera dy been 


_ abserved, 
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“EC-Turkey~Iragq ¢ 
“Turkish minister calls far lifting of sanctions on Iraq¢ ‘ 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _ State Minister Ahmet Cemil Tune, “returning 
Friday from Iraq, called for the ‘Lifting of United Mations sanctions ‘ 
he said had devastated the Iraqi population. ; 
“‘Weapons and other items of strategic importance should not be 
given, but nebody has the right ta throw women, children and the old 
into poverty because of a mistake,’? Tune teld reporters at the end 
of a four-day visit. 
: Iraq has been barred from unrestricted oil exports since 1994, 
when the Security Council imposed economic sanctions after its 
invasion of Kuwait. The council has refused to lift the sanctions 
until itis satisfied Iraq has scrapped its advanced weapons 
programs. 


‘ 


For humanitarian reasons, the United Nations has allowed Iraq te 
seil up to dirs 2@ billion worth of oil for an initial six-month 
periad ta buy food and medicine. The first food shipment arrived 
last month from Turkey. 

Turkey also complains of hardship -- it estimates it has lost 
dirs @7 billion in trade and from the closure of the pipeline. 

isf~fd)> 
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“Baghdad condemns U.S. afficial visit to northern Iraq<¢ 
“Eds: INCORFORATES Turkey~Iraq. ¢ 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AFD — Traq Thursday said a visit to its Kurdish 
north by a senior U.S. official was tantamount to an act of 
aggression and interference in its internal affairs. 

A foreign ministry spokesman, quoted by the official rveed News 
Agency, said the State Department's David Welch “entered northern 
Lraq illegally under the pretext of mediating to end fighting 
hetween Kurdish factions.’’ 

““This behavior falls within the continued acts of aggressian a 
interference in Iraq’s internal affairs,’’ the unnamed spokesman 
said. 

Weleh visited northern Iraq several times during the past year 
reconcile the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and the Kurdistan 
Democratic Farty, which are vying for power in Iraqi Kurdistan. 

Welch, who negotiated a cease~fire between the two factions in 
Oetober, left Ankara earlier Thursday to northern Iraq to meet 
representatives from the two parties to cement the truce and iran 
out other differences. 

The two parties took control of nerthern Iraq shortly after the 
end of the 1991 Gulf War under military protection provided by war 
allies the United States, Kritain and France. 

Baghdad accuses Washington of pressuring the two parties to sta 
outside the central government’s control as part of what it sees as 
a conspiracy against President Saddam Hussein’s regime. 

‘“The experience of the past years has proved beyond any doubt 
that the deployment of the se~called air surveillance force in 
Turkey is but a cover to continue hatching censpiracies against Iraq 
and threatening its national unity,’’ said the unnamed spokesman 
quoted by the Iraqi news agency. 

With the help Saddam’s army, the Kurdistan Democratic Farty dro 
the Patriotic Union out of parts of northern Iraq in August. A 
U.S.-brokered cease-fire signed in October has generally se 
abserved. 
“UWF MY HH ¢ 
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“Kurdish faction agrees to release captives after U.S. visit< 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — An Iraqi Kurdish group on Friday agreed te 
captives from a rival faction in northern Iraq, apparently 
being persuaded by a visiting U.S. delegation. 

Massoud Karzani, leader of Kurdistan Democratic Party, KDE, made 

the announcement after he met with two U.S. State Department 
afficials, David Welch and Keb Deutsch, on Thursday, a statement 
said. 



















The State Department announced Thursday that the discussions 
focuse on the Ankara peace process that was put in place by the 
United States, Turkey, and KRritain last autumn. 
The release of the detainees, who belonged to a rival Kurdish 
group, Fatriatic Union of Kurdistan, PUK, was planned to start soon, 
the statement said. 
Shazad Gaib, a PUK representative here, said on Thursday that 
was holding more than 16@ detainees. The two gides fought 
veral months last year toa gain power in northern Iraq. 
Lraqi Kurds maintain a de~facto autonomous state in northern Ir 
under under the protection of a U.S.-led allied mission. 
Qn Thursday, Iraq branded the U.S. delegation’s visit as an act 
sien and interference in its internal affairs. 
(sh~-fd) 
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“RCO-US—Kurds ‘ : 
“US mediators arrange for talks between fival Kurdish factions <¢ 
“Ky SLOBODAN LEKIC= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 

WASHINGTON (AFD — In an effort to end the conflict between 
Kurdish factions in narthern Iraq, UnAS. mediators have arranged for 
a meeting this month between the rival groups, a State Department 
official’said Friday. 

“‘The United States believes that this peace process is in the 
best interests of all the people of northern Iraq,’’ said department 
spoakeagman Nicholas Burns. 

He said Acting Assistant Secretary of State David Walsh and Kob 
Deutsch, the department’s regiaonal.office director, held talks 
Thursday and Friday with leaders of the principal factions in the 
ATCA. 

These included Massoud Barzani, head of the Kurdistan Democrati 
Party which has maintained sporadic ties with Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein, and Jalal Talabani of the Iran~backed Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan. i 

“A811 sides agreed on the need for early and rapid preparation 
for a next high-level meeting in Ankara in the ... next couple of 
weeks,’ Burns said. 

“*t can’t predict who will attend that meeting on behalf of the 
KDF and PUK, but obviously, we'd like to move this process forward 
ga that someday Mr.~ Karzani and Mr. Talabani decide to sit dawn 
together in the interest of stability in northern Iraq,’’ he said. 

Iraq on Thursday branded the diplomats’ visit as an act of 
aynyression and interference in its affairs. | 

Kaghdad accuses Washington of pressuring the two parties to sta 
outside of the central yavernment’s cantrol as part of what it sees 
as a ceanspiracy against Sadam Hussein's regime. 

With the help of Iraq’s army, the KDP drove the PUK out of 
portions of northern Iraq in August. 

The two sides signed a U.S.-brokered cease-fire in OQetober. Kut 
the subsequent talks in Ankara were stalled by the murder of a top 
KDE official. 

The United States, Turkey, and Kritain have been mediating 
between the groups since the yearlong hostilities ended, 

Burns said the visit by Walsh and Deutsch _— the two most senior 
American officials to tour the region in years _ demonstrated that 

“the United States is fundamentally committed to safeguard the 
rights af the peeaple’’ of Northern Iraq. 

A de-facto Kurdish state was farmed in northern Iraq after the 
Gulf War, protected by U.S., British and French war planes. 
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“Iraqi Kurdish factions exchange prisoners ¢ 
CAIRO, Egypt (AFD — The two main Kurdish factions in northern 
Iraq exchanged more than 136 prisoners, whe were taken during 
fighting last year, one of the factions said Tuesday. 
The Kurdistan Democratic Party said it released 71 prisoners, 
vbile the rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan released 61. The 
exchange took place MNoanday near Kuysanjaq, 148@ kilometers (112 
miles) north of the Iraqi capital Baghdad, the statement said. 
Earlier this month, two senior U.S. officials held talks in 
northern Iraq with Kurdigch leaders to try to mediate a settlement. 
The KDF, with the help of Iraq’s army, drove the PUK out of 
portions of northern Iraq in August. 
The two sides signed a U. S.~brokered cease-fire in- October. But 
the subsequent talks in Ankara, Turkey, have stalled. 

The two parties took control of northern Iraq shortly after the 
end of the 1991 Gulf War under military protection provided hy war 
allies the United States, Kritain and France. 
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backstoppinglys the U.N. High Cammissioner for Refugees said 
Friday in Geneva that the last group of Kurdish refugees from Turkey 
left the Atroush camp on Wednesday. ; 

UNHCR spokeswoman Fam O'Toole said that of the nearly 11,886 
refugees, some 4,311 have settled locally in northern in Iraq; 6,439 
are at Ain Sufni awaiting permission to enter Iraqi 
government-controalled territory; and the remaining 115 people have 
gone back to Turkey. 
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“Turkish tanks cross into northern Iraq to hit Kurdish vas 

hideouts ¢ 

“Eds: URDATES with 3@ Kurdish rebels killed in action inside Turkey ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD ~ Some 13@ Turkish tanks have crossed into 
northern Iraq for a major spring offensive against Turkish Kurdish 
rebels, a Kurdish daily said Saturday. 

Kurdish guerrillas, fighting for autonomy within Turkey, use 
bases in northern Iraq to stage hit-and-run attacks. 

The tanks crossed the border Thursday to secure roads for troaps 
to use, the daily Demokrasi said. 

Several other major dailies reported the troop deployment bat 
there was no official confirmation of a cross-border raid. 

And an Iraqi Kurdish group, als oe the boarder area, said it 
was not aware of an offensive. ; 

““We did not hear anything so far,’’? Safeen Dizayhee, 
representative of Kurdistan Democratic Farty, said in Ankara. 

In action inside Turkey, troops killed 3@ Kurdish insurgents in 
the southeastern provinces of Diyarbakir and Siirt on Saturday, the 
regional governor’s office said. 

Reporting on the cross-border offensive, the daily Turkiye said 
the number of the troops transferred to the border is expected ta 
reach 25,000 by Sunday. 

In recent springs, Turkey has used the warmer weather to launch 
7 ae ee against the rebels in northern Iraq, where Baghdad lacks 
authority. 

Iraqi Kurds established a de facta state in northern Iraq in the 
wake of the Gulf War in 1991. 

In 1993, Turkey sent 35,@@@ troops ‘inte Iraq, but rebels gat 
advance word of igen offensive, and the incursion failed. The 
operation also drew heavy criticism from Turkey’s Western allies. 

The conflict has claimed some 23,0@@ lives since guerrillas of 
the Kurdistan Workers Farty began fighting in Turkey’s southeast 
region in 1984. 

(sh~- fd) 
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“Turkish tanks cross inte northern Iraq to hit Kurdish rebel 
hideouts ¢ 
‘EDS: UPDATES with military denying offensive but confirming troops 
mavement, ¢ 
“AE Graphics ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — Same 13@ Turkish tanks have crossed inte 
northern Iraq for a major spring offensive against Turkish Kurdish 
rebels, a Kurdish daily said Saturday. 

Kurdish guerrillas, fighting for autonomy within Turkey, use 
bases in northern Iraq to stage hit-and-run attacks. 

The tanks crossed the border Nas ales to secure roads for troops 
to use, the daily Demokrasi said. . 

Several other major dailies reported the troop deployment along 
{ragi-Turkish border. 

The office of general staff denied an offensive was afoot 
a2 though it confirmed troop movements which it said were aimed at 

“countering Kurdish rebel infiltrations,’ the Anatolia news agency 

reported. 
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4HO-Turkey~Immi grants ¢ 

“17 Iragis drown trying toa sneak into Greece< ; 

KUSADASI, Turkey (APD — Seventeen Iraqis drawned while ee to 
make the passage from this coastal resort into oti the Anatolia ; 
Hews agency reparted Sunday. 

Four others were missing and feared aenea: it said. 

One survivor who managed to swim ashore said a total of @2 irags 
in two boats were crossing the sea to the Greek island of Samos, 
about iS kilometers (9 miles) off the Turkish coast. ’ 

The first boat sank and its passengers caused the- second boat % 
capsize while struggling to,come aboard. 

Last week, the bodies of five Iranians who also drowned while 
Geitig to reach Greece washed ashore near Kusadasi, which lies same 
8@ kilometers (S@ miles) south of the Aegean port city of Izmir. 

Eight Iragis drowned in March during a similar attempt. 

Thousands of illegal immigrants, most of them Kurds, Iraqis nite 
iranians, pay about dirs 2,460 each to Turkish smugglers to take 
them to the Greek islands near the Turkish coast. 

(sf/d jw) 
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Talabani: Egypt pressing for Iraqi Kurdish reconciliation 
By SALAH NASKAWI E 
Associated Press Writer 

CAIRO, Egypt (AFD ~ Egypt is pressing rival Iraqi Kurdish 
factions to reconcile their differences to prevent a possible 
@ disintegration of Iraq, a top Kurdish leader and Eqyptian officials 
said Wednesday. 

Egypt’s involvement: in the volatile area is almost certain to 
anger Iraq and raise suspicions in Turkey and Iran, which have been 
fighting their own Kurdish insurgents. : 

“Our brothers in Egypt want to help us closing the Kurdish 
ranks," said Jalal Talabani, the leader of the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan. “We welcome that and believe it’s a sincere and genuine 
effort," he told The Associated Fress. 

Egypt is backing U.S. efforts to arrange a meeting between the 
leaders of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and its main rival, the 
Kurdish Democratic Party, to discuss ways of ending their conflict, 
according to the Egyptian officials, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

The two factions have generally observed a U.S.~brokered 
cease-fire reached in October but the United States wants them to 
resolve their differences to head off future armed conflict. A 
U.S.-sponsored meeting between the factions’ leaderships was 

expected later this month in Ankara, the Turkish capital. 
& Such meetings between Iraqi Kurdish leaders have in the past met 
with limited success. 

Egypt's Foreign Minister Amr Moussa received Talabani in Cairo 
on Sunday and said Egypt will maintain contacts with Iraqi Kurdish 
groups "to express Egypt’s support for Iraq’s unity." 

Many Arab nations, including Egypt, fear that renewed conflict 
between the Kurdish factions could lead to intervention in the area 
by neighboring Turkey and Iran and the eventual dismantling of 
Iraq. . - 

Talabani said he assured Egyptian officials that his group was 
fighting for autonomy within Iraq and not independence. 

The rival Kurdish groups set up a de~facto Kurdish state in 
northern Iraq in a safe haven created by the United States and its 
allies after the 1991 Gulf War. 

Western protection of the area followed an ill~fated, 
anti-government uprising by the Kurds, bringing about a rare 
display of unity among Kurdish factions. The revolt was ruthlessly 
@ crushed by President Saddam Hussein’s army. 

Fighters loyal to the two yqroups, however, have clashed 
repeatedly since. In August, Saddam sent troops to help KDF 
fighters drive the PUK from Irbil, the Kurdish provincial capital. 
Large-scale clashes resumed a month later when the PUK launched a 
counter offensive, reportedly with the help of Iran. 

Talabani'’s visit to Egypt comes one month after a KDF delegation 
held talks with Egyptian officials. 

Talabani said any reconciliation will remain a "far reaching 
hope" unless key issues such as the division of customs duties, 
Iraqi Kurdistan’s main source of income, are resolved. 

The duties are mostly collected from Turkish truckers taking 
food and other consumer items to sell in sanetions-hit Iraq and 
taking cheap Iraqi fuel to sell in Turkey. 

Talabani accuses the KDFP of refusing to hand over almost dirs 
306 million in annual levies to the enclave’s Kurdish 
administration. 
sn-lm-hh 
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“Iraqi Kurdish factions to faddct forces along cease- tire line< 

“With Turkey~Traqg-Kurds ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD ~ In another step ta waa ebe conflict betwe 
them, two Iraqi Kurdish factions agreed Wednesday to reduce forces 
on ofr close to a cease-fire line in northern Iraq. 

The sides will withdraw their forces at least five kilameters 
{three miles) fram the cease-fire line before fuly 15, a senior U. Se 
official said. 

““fHbt that time all heavy weapons within that zane will be 
deployed in weapon cantenments,’? David Welch, acting assistant - 
secretary of state, told reporters after meeting with 
representatives af the Iraqi Kurdish groups here. 

The factions are the Kurdistan Democratic Party, KDE, which has 
maintained sporadic ties with Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein, and the 
Irtanv-backed Fatriotic Union of Kurdistan, FUK. . 

With the help of the [raqi army, the KDFP drove the FUK out of 
portions of narthern Iraq in August. : 

The two sides agreed to a U.S.-brokered cease-fire in October, 
The United States, Turkey, and Britain have been mediating between 
the groups since groups since then to try and strengthen the 
cease-fire. 

“ALL participants reaffirmed their cammitment to the 
‘consolidation of the cease-fire,’ said Welch. 

He said discussions on the sharing of lucrative border revenues 
would be taken up during the next meeting to be held in the main 
Iraqi Kurdish city of Irbil on May 36. 

A de-facto Kurdish state was formed in northern Iraq after the 
Gulf War, protected by U.S., Eritish and French war planes. 
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KAGHDAD, Iraq (AF) ~ Iraq criticized Iran on ‘Tuesday for Este 
mediating between two rival Iraqi Kurdish factions, saying aya% the | 
Fersian state was interferinn in its internal sat feiss . ye 

The. fravian-backed Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and the. islamic 
Movement of Kurdistan announced a cease-fire on April 30 at the Ae 
conclusion of peace talks in the Iranian ee plat lg ‘Tehran. The two 
sides- clashed earlier in northern LVaq. . >a 

"Traq strongly conde these hostile practices, ee ‘asks: the % 
Iranian yovernment to stop. ‘these indirect methods," the official 2 B 
alr News Anency quoted a Foreign Ministry spokesman as saying. r 

- The unnamed spokesman said that Tehran wanted to. Machieve — - 
dubious objectives. against the. country’s. security. and integrity." 
Iran’s acts, he added, were similar to “dubious. foreinn schemes; | 
bent on maintaining the abnormal situation in northern ERAGOe - o e 

The United States, Britain and France set up a "safe haven’ 
for Kurds in northern fraq after a 1991 Kurdish rebellion | was: ne 


ruthlessly crushed by President Saddam: Hussein’ s ATMYe ; GEN 
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“Traqgi Kurdish factions to jade forces along cease-fire line < 
“With Turkey~Irag~Kurds ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD ~ In anather step ta wad the conflict betwee 
them, two Iraqi Kurdish factions agreed Wednesday to reduce forces 
on aor close to a cease-fire line in northern Iraq. 

The sides will withdraw their forces at least five kilometers 
ithree miles) from the cease-fire line before July iS, a senior U. Se 
official said. 

“Ab that time all heavy weapons within that zone will be 
deployed in weapon cantonments,’’ David Welch, acting assistant 
secretary of state, told reporters after meeting with 
representatives of the Iraqi Kurdish groups here. 

The factions are the Kurdistan Democratic Party, KDP, which has 
maintained sporadic ties with Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein, and the 
Irancbacked Patriatic Union of Kurdistan, PUK. x 

With the help of the Iraqi army, the KDFP drove the PUK out of 
portions of northern Iraq in August. 

The two sides agreed to a U. $.-brokered cease-fire in October. 
The United States, Turkey, and Britain have been mediating between 
the groups since groups since then to try and strepetnen the 
cease~fire. 

““ALL participants reaffirmed their commitment to the 
‘consolidation of the cease~-fire,’’ said Welch. 

He said discussions on the sharing of lucrative border revenues 
would be taken up during the next meeting to be held in the main 
Iraqi Kurdish city of Irbil on May 3G. 

A de~facta Kurdish state was formed in northern Iraq after the 
Gulf War, protected by U.S., British and French war planes. 
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Iranian-backed Kurdish group proposes truce to rivals 

DAMASCUS, Syria (AFD ~ A Kurdish group backed by Iran has 
proposed an agreement to share control over northern Iraq as a way 
of ending years of differences with its Kurdish rival. 

The Kurdistan Democratic Alliance, a coalition of Kurdish 
parties in northern Iraq led by the Patriotic Unian of Kurdistan, 
called the draft on Monday "a step on the road of peace ... and 
aimed at normalizing relations" between the two rival factions. 

The PUK, which is led by Jalal Talabani, and the rival Kurdistan 
Democratic Party have controlled northern Iraq since shortly after 
the 1991 Gulf War with backing of the United States, Britain and 
France. Kut the two have fought bitterly, and Iran and Iraq have 
both supported their own faction in the struggle. 

Under the agreement, the two factions would turn over control toa 
a committee of representatives from all Kurdish parties. 

The committee would then appoint a group to scrutinize revenue 
from custems levied at the border ~- a point of contention between 
the two factions ~- and oversee other finances. 

A temporary parliament representing the PUK, KDFP and other 
ethnic groups in northern Iraq would be formed and chaired by an 
independent candidate agreed to by all parties. The parliament 
would then elect a “unity government," whose main mission would 
be to arganize electians in less than a year. 

There was no immediate word from the KDF on the proposal. 

The United States, Britain and France set up an enclave for 
Kurds in northern Iraq after their rebellion against Iraq failed 
soon after the 1991 Gulf War. Their autonomy has angered Iraq, 
which has sought to re-exert his influence over the Kurdish 
enclave. 
str-bm-as 
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pSursesr yroup rejects rival’s peace proposal 

CAIRO, Egypt (AFD ~ A powerful Kurdish group has rejected a 
rival, faction’s peace plan that would lead to shared contral of 
narthern Iraq. 

The Kurdistan Democratic FParty on Monday rejected the plan 
propesed earlier this month by a coalition of Kurdish parties led 
by the Fatriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

"The project is not a peace initiative ... but it is a cover to 
escalate the aggressive acts practiced by the PUK for some time,” 
the KDF said in a statement. 

The FUK and KDF have controlled northern Iraq since shortly 
after the 1991 Gulf War with backing of the United States, Kritain 
and France. But the two have fought bitterly. Iran has supported 
the PUK while Iraq has helped the KDP, 

The proposed peace plan calls for forming a temporary parliament 
that would elect a unity government. 

The United States, Hritain and France established a protected 
area for Kurds in northern Iraq after Baghdad crushed a Kurdish 
rebellion following the 1992 Gulf War. Their autonomy has angered 
E Iraq, which has sought to exert its influence over the Kurdish 
enclave. 
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Fighting erupts between Kurd rivals in northern Iraq 

CAIRG, Egypt (APD ~ Kurdish fighters attacked bases of a rival 
faction in northern Iraq, killing two guerrillas and threatening toa 
end a two-month cease-fire, one of the factions said Wednesday. 

The Kurdistan Democratic Party said 14 of its fighters were 
wounded in the fighting that erupted Tuesday night. It inflicted 
"huge casualties" on the attackers, the statement said. 

The tival Patriatic Union of Kurdistan denied the report and 
accused the KDF of trying to end the truce. ; 

The two factions had agreed to the cease-fire in April and 
promised to begin negotiations for a final settlement to end 
fighting that started last year after Saddam Hussein’s troops 
helped the KDFP expel its rivals from a key city in northern Iraq. 

Both the FUK and the KDF share control of the autonomous Kurdish 
enclave in northern Traq and have been fighting attempts by Baghdad 
ta again exert its authority over the area. 

The United States, Britain and France established the protected 
area for the Kurds in northern Iraq after Baghdad crushed a Kurdish 
rebellion following the 1992 Gulf War. But infighting has hampered 
their efforts to win more political and economic autonomy. 

The KDF said the attack, which continued’ Wednesday, meant an end 
to the cease-fire and the chance for further negotiations. 

Guerrillas from the Turkish Kurdish Workers Party, which uses 
neighboring northern Iraq as a base, also participated in the 
attack, it said in a statement faxed to The Associated Press. 

But Adnan al-Mufti, a spokesman for the PUK, denied there was 
any fighting. He accused the KDF of trying to end the truce. 

"We hope that the KDF is not trying to back off and abandon its 
commitments to continue the cease-fire," al~Mufti said. 
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Turkish Kurdish rebels reported capturing rival bases 

CAIRO, Egypt (APD - Turkish rebel Kurds have captured four key 
bases of the Iraqi Kurdistan Democratic Party in northern Iraq, 
Lran’s Islamic Republic News Agency reported Tuesday. 

The agency, monitored in Cairo, quoted the radio of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, a rival Iraqi Kurdish group, as 
saying KDFP forces suffered "heavy casualties and damages" in the 
fighting. 

It did not say when the alleged clashes took place nor give a 
location for the bases. 

There was no independent confirmation of the report. 

Massoud Barzani’s KDF fought along Turkish troops in their 
gix-week operation in northern Iraq that began in May in pursuit of 
the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (FKK) rebels. 

The KDF accuses FUK, a pro-Iranian group led by Jalal Talabani, 
of sheltering PKK forces in northern Iraq. 

The Turkish army has claimed victory over the PKK rebels in its 
cross-border operation and said the PKK had pulled out most of its 
forces from northern Iraq. 
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Kurdish leader holds talks with U.S. officials 

CAIRO, Egypt (AFD - An Iraqi Kurdish leader has discussed with 
senior U.S. officials ways to end fighting between rival Kurdish 
groups and the opposition’s attempts to topple Saddam Hussein’s 
yovernment, his group said Wednesday. 

A statement faxed to the Associated Press by the FPatriotic Union 
of Kurdistan said Jalal Talabani met Tuesday with Samuel Burger, 
President Clinten’s chief Mational Security Advisor and other 
senior officials at the White House. 

It is the first high level meeting between a Kurdish leader and 
administration officials since fighting erupted between the FUK and 
its main rival, the Kurdistan Democratic Party, more than a year 
AYO. 

Top on their agenda was efforts to bring about "a durable 
peace" to Iraq’s northern Kurdish enclave which is controlled by 
the FUK and Massoud Barzani’s KDE, the statement said. 

The KDF drove FUK forces out of parts of northern Iraq last 
August with the help of the Iraqi army. 

The two sides agreed to a U.S.~-brokered cease-fire in October. 
The United States, Turkey, and Kritain have been mediating between 
the two groups to try to strengthen the truce. 

Talabani, who is in Washington on the invitation of the State 
Department, was reportedly assured by the U.S. officials of 
Washington’s support for his group. 

"Me. Burger reaffirmed U.S. commitment to work with a new 
yovernment in Traq that will respect the rights of its citizens and 
its international obligations," the statement said. 

Talabani met earlier with Strobe Talbot, Deputy Secretary of 
State, and defense officials, the statement added. 

Talabani’s discussions in Washington coincided with a visit to 
the United States by Ahmed Chalabi, leader of the U.S.~-backed Iraqi 
Mational Congress - an umbrella group for Iraqi dissidents trying 
to remove Saddam from power. : 

Qader Haj Ali, a spokesman for the PUK in London, told the 
Associated Press that "the meetings will have a very important 
impact on the (Iraqi) opposition activities to bring Saddam down." 
He did not elaborate. 
sn—sf 
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“U.S. to help Iragi Kurds ( 

WASHINGTON (AP) _ The United States will provide dirs 4 sillion 
for husanitarian relief projects in the Kurdish areas of northern 
Iraq, the State Departaent said Friday. 

Spokesgan Jia Foley said the funds are intended to ameliorate the 
‘exceptionally difficult’’ husanitarian probless in the 
Sulaysaniyah area. 

The contribution will cosplesent other relief efforts by the 
United States, Great Britain, the European Union, the Turkish Red 
Crescent and non-governsental organizations. 
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“Traqi Kurdish leader meets Turkish foreign minister ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — An Iragi Kurdish leader assured Turkish 
authorities on Thursday that his group would prevent activity in 
northern Iraq of Turkish Kurdish rebels, who are fighting for 
autonomy within Turkey. 

*“*It was a cordial and friendly meeting,’’ Jalal Talabani, leade 
of the Iraqi Kurdish faction Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, or PUK, 
told reporters after his meeting with Foreign Minister Ismail Cem. 
‘“*We discussed everything."!? ; 

Turkey has been uneasy over alleged reports that Talabani’s 
forces secretly collaborated with Turkish Kurdish rebels. 

Onur Oymen, foreign undersecretary, said Talabani expressed his 
group’s determination to stop terrorism in their region, the 
Anatolia news agency reported. 

Kurdistan Democratic Party, another Iraqi group which fought 
alongside Turkish troops against the rebels in May and June, has 
accused the rival PUK recently of attacking its positions in 
alliance with Turkish Kurdish rebels. 

Talabani last month held talks with U.S. officials in Washingto 
about ways of bringing a durable peace in northern Iraq. 

Kurdistan Democratic Party, KDP, drove the PUK out of portions 
northern Iraq in August, 1996. 

The two sides agreed to a U.S.-brokered cease-fire in October 
last year. The United States, Turkey, and Britain have been 
mediating between the two groups to try to strengthen the truce. 

A de-facto Kurdish state was formed in northern Iraq after the 
Gulf War, protected by U.S., British and French war planes. 

Meanwhile, in clashes between Turkish troops and Kurdish rebels 
inside Turkey on Thursday, 29 Kurdish rebels and five soldiers were 
killed as authorities stepped up security in the southeast on the 
eve of the anniversary of the day the rebels launched their first 
attack 13 years ago. 
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“Traqi Kurds battle Turkish querrillas ¢ 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — An Iragi Kurdish group said Thursday that i 
fighters have attacked bases used by Turkish rebels, forcing the 
guerrillas from areas near the Turkish and Iranian borders. 

The Kurdistan Democratic Party said its fighters attacked bases 
Wednesday night used by Turkish Kurdish rebels. The statement gave 
no casualty figures and said the Turkish Kurds fled across the 
nearby Iranian border. 

In May, tens of thousands of Turkish troops crossed into northe 
Iraq to destroy bases of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), which 
is battling the Turkish government. Turkey withdrew its forces in 
June and has pressed Kurdish groups to stop the PKK from carrying 
out cross-border attacks. 

The KDF statement said its fighters fought the PKK for more tha 
12 hours late Tuesday night and forced the group’s guerrillas from 
five villages near al-Amadiyah, which is 15 kilometers (1@ miles) 
from the Turkish border. 

The KDF said its attacks were in response to last week’s PKK 

shelling of al-Amadiyah, which left nine people dead and 42 wounded. 

Iragi Kurds have controlled an autonomous enclave in northern 
Iraq since Baghdad crushed their rebellion following the 1991 Gulf 
War. , 

The United States, Britain and France established the protected 
area after the rebellion was suppressed. 
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“Iraqi dissidents say Saddam has massed tanks on edge of Kurdish 
zone ¢ 
“By BASSEM MROUE= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) _ Iragi Presdient Saddam Hussein has massed 
tanks and troops on the edge of the Kurdish autonomous zone in 
northern Iraq, a year after his forces invaded the zone, Iraqi 
dissident groups said Saturday. 

*“*Two hundred tanks have been moved ta front-line positions in 
the north,’’ a spokesman of the London-based Iraqi National Congress 
said. 

The buildup of Iraqi forces on the southern border of the zone, 
which is patrolled by U.S., British, French and Turkish warplanes, 
was confirmed by one of the two main Iraqi Kurdish groups. 

“*It is a kind of pressure by the regime,’’ said Latif Rashid, 
the London spokesman for the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan or PUK. 

If the reports are accurate, the buildup has occured on the eve 
of the first anniversary of the Iraqi government’s intervention in 
the Kurdish zone. 

When Saddam tanks and troops helped the Kurdish Democratic Party 
wrest control of the zone’s unofficial capital, Irbil, from the PUK 
on Aug. 31 last year, the United States responded by bombarding 
Iraqi anti-aircraft positions with cruise missiles. 

The spokesman for the U.S.-backed INC, an umbrella organisation 
of Iraqi opposition groups that includes the PUK, said the Iraqi 
troops ‘“‘haven’t crossed any lines yet.’’ 

“*We have been in touch with the American and British government 
and they are watching as well,’’ said the spokesman, who insisted on 
remaining anonymous. : 

The FPUK’s Rashid said he did not know why Saddam’s troops had 
approached the zone. Asked if he expected an intervention, he said: 

‘“*‘We expect anything from Baghdad's regime.'' 

A spokesman for the KDP, which virtually shares control of the 
zone with its PUK rival, could not be contacted Saturday. 

The United States, Britain and France set up the autonomous zone 
as a ‘‘safe haven’’ for the Kurds after Iraqi troops crushed a 
Kurdish rebellion in northern Iraq following the 1991 Gulf war. 

On Saturday, Iraq marked the anniversary of the 1996 interventio 
with a statement from the defense minister. Lt. Gen. Sultan Hashim 
Ahmed told the official Iraqi News Agency that Iraqi forces reached 
their goals one hour after the attack began and ‘‘the whole mission 
was carried out within 12 hours.'' 

The INC spokesman said the mayor of the town of Dayali, just 
south of the zone, had a told a meeting of pro-Saddam militiamen on 
Aug. 27 that government control would soon return to the zone. 
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Iraqi refugees stage sit-in protesting UNHCR aid cut : 

DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) - Some 3@@ Iraqi refugees in Syria staged a 
sit-in at the the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees office in 
Damascus on Tuesday to protest a cut in the aid they receive from 
the U.N. organization. ; 

The refugees have been protesting the UNHCR action for the past 
two months, demanding that the United Nations to allocate some 
money for them from the proceeds of the U.N. oil-for-food deal with 
Iraq. 

The U.N. Security Council imposed sanctions on Iraq after its 
1994 invasion of Kuwait that included a’ban on oil exports. But 
last December it approved limited oi1 sales allowing the country to 
buy needed food and medicine for its 2@ million people. 

There are at least ®5,@@@ Iraqis in Syria who fled the country 
before and after the Gulf War, fearing political repression. Some 
2,802 of them are UNHCR-recognized refugees. 

Aid was cut to about half the refugees in July, continuing only 
for disabled and old people. Lack of funds has prompted the UNHCR 
to cut financial aid to refugees throughout the world who have 
lived for more than six months in the host country. 

The protesters handed over a statement to the UNHCR office 
demanding a solution to their plight and help in settling ina 
third country. The said the cut in funds was a "very dangerous 
precedent" in a country with few job opportunities. 
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“Iraqi Kurds kill 24 Turkish Kurdish rebels <¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — An Iraqi Kurdish group has killed 24 
Turkish Kurdish rebels in clashes in northern Iraq, a report said 
Monday. 

The rebels were killed in areas close to the Iraqi-Iranian 
border, according to the radio station of the [Iraqi Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, or KDF, which was monitored by Turkey’s Anatolia 
news agency. 

It was not clear when the clashes took place. 

Twenty-two other Turkish Kurdish rebels were enivhes killed by 
KDF fighters in clashes earlier this month. 

In May, the KDP helped Turkish troops in a massive operation 
against the rebels who maintain bases in areas close to the Turkish 
border. 

Turkey withdrew its forces in June and has pressed Kurdish grou 
to stop the autonomy-seeking guerrillas from carrying out 
cross-border attacks. 

More than 2&,@@@ people have died in the Turkish-Kurdish fighti 
since 1984. 
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“Tragi Kurds kill 15 Turkish Kurdish rebels in northern Iraq (¢ 
“Eds: ADDS comments from KDF official, no pick upé 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) ~ An Iraqi Kurdish group has killed iS more 
Turkish Kurdish rebels in fighting in northern Iraq, the group’s 
yadic said Tuesday. 

The radio station of the Kurdistan Democratic Party, or KDP, 
which was monitored by Turkey’s Anatolia news agency, said the 
Fighting took place near the Turkish-Iraqi border area. Twelve other 
rebels were injured in the clashes. 

The KDF office could not canfirm the specific report. 

But the KDF representative in Ankara, Safeen Dizayee, said the 
group's fighters had been combing the border areas in the past few 
weeks after the Turkish Kurdish rebels é6helled civilian settlements. 

““From time to time, there has been sites 2 contacts between them,’’ 
Dizayee told The Associated Press. | 

Twenty-four rebels were reported killed by the KDF Monday. 

The KDP allied with Turkish troops when they crossed inte 
northern Iraq in May in pursuit of the rebels who maintain bases 
near the border. 

More than 28, aaa eeaie: have died in the Turkish-Kurdish fighti 
since 1984. 
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Turkish troops start operation inside Iraq: report 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) ~ Some 8, @@@ Turkish troops were carrying 
out a wide-scale operation inside northern Iraq against Turkish © 
Kurdish rebels, a private television reported Wednesday. 2 

The troaps were stationed along the Turkish border within Iraq, 

eft over from a large-scale incursion against the rebels last May, 
TY television said. The operation, which started Sunday, was 
backed by gunship helicopters and fighter jets, NTV added. . 

A spokesman for the Iraqi Kurdish group in cantrol of the region 
confirmed that Turkish troops had never left the mountainous border 
areas since May but did not know of a new operation. 

"Turkish troops have never withdrawn completely," Faik Nerweyi 
of the Kurdistan Democratic Party, KDP, told The Associated Press. 
"They might be carrying out operations on the mountains near the 
boarder, but we wouldn’t necessarily know." 

Turkish military officials did not return calls Wednesday. 

The incursion in May involved an estimate of 25, aaa—Sa, aaa 
troops as well as hundreds of tanks and heavy artillery. At the end 
‘of June, the military said it had withdrawn most of its forces out, 

* but has never announced a complete withdrawal. 

The PKK rebel group has had bases in northern Iraq since the 
Baghdad government lost control of the region after the Gulf War. 
The Iraqi Kurdish enclave protected by U.S.-led allied war planes 
since then is controlled by two rival Iraqi Kurdish groups, which 

@rev: at times fought each other. 

One of those, the KDFP, has sided with Turkey against the PKK 
recently. KDP guerrillas have been fighting the rebels frequently 
in the last few months, Nerweyi said. The PKK has attacked several 
remote villages, burning houses and killing scores of villagers, he 
said. ; ; 
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U.N. convoy comes under attack in northern Iraq 

Eds: INSERTS comment from World Food Program official in 1lith graf 
By WATEL FALEH 

Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) - A convoy of United Nations vehicles came 
under attack from gunmen in northern Iraq, but no one was hurt in 
the gunfire, a U.N. spokesman said Tuesday. 

Eric Falt, spokesman for the U.N. humanitarian coordinator in 
Iraq, said the attack Monday followed a similar ambush in northern 
Iraq Sept. 29 that has not previously been reported. 

An office of the U.N. oil-for-food program in Baghdad also was 
attacked Saturday, but no injuries to U.N. personnel were reported 

in any of the incidents. 
ip Falt said the two attacks in northern Iraq were "a serious 
esQalatiaon" in the security situation of U.N. workers of the 
oil-for-food program under which Iraq is allowed to sell oil to buy 
humanitarian goods for its people. 

In Monday's ambush, Falt said initial reports are that the 
gunfire came from an area occupied by the Kurdistan Workers Party, 
known by the Kurdish acronym PKK, which is made up of Turkish 
Kurds. 

"A convoy of five U.N. vehicles was ambushed by a group of 
armed men in the village of Sheladiza," Falt said. "The convoy 
was fired on by automatic weapons and possibly small caliber 
mortars. One vehicle was hit and no injuries were reported.” 

The village is in the Dohuk area, 3@ kilometers (18 miles) from 
the Turkish border. 

"The vehicles were U.N. marked cars carrying the U.N. flag and 
were in an area were no other cars were passing by," said Falt. 

He said the convoy included two U.N. guard vehicles and other 
cars carrying 1@ workers for the World Food Program, who are 

involved in distributing food under the oil-for-food program. 
& Falt noted Turkish troops also were present in the area when the 
attack occurred. Turkish forces had entered into northern Iraq to 
attack the PKK, which demands autonomy from Turkey and is regarded 
by the Turks as a separatists movement. 

Holdbrook Arthur, director for the World Food Program in Iraq, 
said the attack Monday pointed up "the unstable and difficult 
environment" that the agency’s workers faced in northern Iraq. 

The first, Lith graf BC-Iran-UN 
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Kurdish leaders fail again to end dispute in northern Iraq 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) —- Leaders of the two main Kurdish factions in 
northern Iraq again failed to end their dispute and form a joint 
administration for the autonomous enclave, Kurdish officials said 


@iednesday- 

Senior representatives of the Kurdistan Democratic Party and the 
rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan met Monday and Tuesday in London 
with British officials in another effort to bring a durable peace 
to Iraq’s northern Kurdish region. 

But the officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said no 
agreement was reached on the main issue — reestablishing "a 
unified government" for the enclave. Attempts to reach the two 
parties’ leaders by telephone for comment were unsuccessful. 

The two factions agreed to a cease-fire in April and promised to 
open negotiations on a permanent settlement to end fighting that 
started last year after Iraqi troops helped the KDFP expel its 
rivals from the key city of Irbil. 

The cease-fire was mediated by the United States. Turkey and 
Britain also have been mediating between the two groups to try to 
strengthen the truce. The U.S. and British effort is aimed at 
having the Kurds form a strong alliance against Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 

Among the points of the Kurds’ dispute are their relations with 

@ucer and lucrative revenues from levies collected by the KDF from 
goods coming across the border from Turkey. 

The United States, Britain and France established a protected 
area for the Kurds in northern Iraq after Baghdad crushed a Kurdish 
rebellion following the 1992 Gulf War. But infighting has hampered 
Kurdish efforts to win more political and economic autonomy. 
sn-ggl 
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U.N. convoy comes under attack in northern Iraq 
Eds: UFDATES in 6th-8th grafs with U.N. spokesman in New York 
saying S@ rounds fired; EDITS to conform. 
By WAIEL FALEH 
Associated Press Writer 
BAGHDAD, Iraq ‘AF — A convoy of United Nations vehicles came 
nder attack from gunmen in northern Iraq, but no one was hurt in 
he gunfire, a U.N. spokesman said Tuesday. 

Eric Falt, spokesman for the U.N. humanitarian coordinator in 
Iraq, said the attack Monday followed a similar ambush in northern 
Iraq on Sept. 29 that has not previously been reported. 

An office of the U.N. oil-for-food program in Baghdad also was 
attacked Saturday, but no injuries to U.N. personnel were reported 
in any of the incidents. 

Falt said the two attacks in northern Iraq were "a serious 
escalation" in the security situation of U.N. workers of the 
oil-for-food program, under which Iraq is allowed to sell oil to 
buy humanitarian goods for its people. 

In Monday's ambush, Falt said initial reports were that the 
gunfire came from an area occupied by the Kurdistan Workers Party, 
known by the Kurdish acronym PKK, which is made up of Turkish 
Kurds. 

In New York, U.N. spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters "the 
direction of the fire came from a mountain range that has been 
occupied by the PKK." 

He said that at least 5@ founds were fired at the five-vehicle 
convoy, which included two carrying U.N. quards and three with 
World Food Program workers. The WFP is involved in distributing 
food. 

The Turkish Kurds who have taken refuge in northern Iraq do not 
receive food rations under the oil-for-food program, which is 
restricted to Iraqi nationals. 

Falt said the convoy was ambushed in the village of Sheladiza. 

"The convoy was fired on by automatic weapons and possibly 
small caliber mortars," Falt said. "One vehicle was hit and no 
injuries were reported." 

The village is in the Dohuk area, 3@ kilometers (18 miles) from 
the Turkish border. 

Falt said the vehicles were marked with the U.N. insignia and 
flying the U.N. flag. 

He noted that Turkish troops also were present in the area when 
the attack occurred. Turkish forces had entered into northern Iraq 
to attack the PKK, which demands autonomy from Turkey and is 
regarded by the Turks as a separatists movement. 

Holdbrook Arthur, director for the World Food Program in Iraq, 
said the attack Monday pointed up "the unstable and difficult 

nvironment"” that the agency’s workers faced in northern Iraq. 

The first incident on Sept. 29 came when a convoy of U.N. 
vehicles in the Haj Omran area near Irbil came also under attack 
while returning 15@ Kurdish refugees from Iran back to Iraq, Falt 
said. 

He said the convoy “came under heavy shelling in an area 
occupied by PKK members." 

Falt said that the humanitarian coordinator for Iraq, Denis 
Halliday, was making a scheduled trip to northern Iraq next week 
and would express his concerns over the safety of U.N. workers. 

Halliday met Monday with Saad el-Faisal, an Iraqi deputy foreign 
minister, and discussed the security of the U.N. staff in Baghdad 
following Sunday’s attack on an office of the World Health 
Organization. 

No group has claimed responsibility for that incident, in which 
four men fired automatic rifles and threw grenades. One of the 
attackers was wounded and arrested. Iraq maintains he is of Iranian 
origin, but Iran denies any involvement in the incident. 

The WHO building contains an office of the oil-for-food program, 
which was approved late last year by the United Nations as an 
exception to the ban on Iraq exporting oil as part of the sanctions 
imposed after the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 1991. 

It allows Iraq to sell dirs 2 billion in oil over a period of 
six months to earn money to buy food and humanitarian goods. The 
program is now in its second six-month period. 
wf-ggl-eap 
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“Turkish troops start withdrawal from northern Iraq¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Claiming another success against Kurdish 
guerrillas, Turkey has begun pulling out thousands of troops sent 
across the border into northern Iraq, a military commander said 
Monday. 

But small units will remain in Iraq to help a local Iraqi Kurdi 

group control the region and prevent the return of the Turkish 
Kurdish rebels, Gen. Rasim BRetir told the Anatolia news agency. 

An estimated 16,@@2@ Turkish troops have been involved in the 
latest cross-border operation since Sept. #21. 

The first military convoy heading back entered through the Habu 
crossing in southeastern Turkey early Monday morning, Anatolia 
reported. 

“*All terrorist presence in the region has been wiped out,'’’ Ge 
Betir said, putting the rebel death toll at aed and military 
casualties at 15. 

Turkish troops have gone inte northern Iraq frequently in the 
last two years, each time claiming total success. But guerrillas of 
the Kurdistan Workers’ FPlarty, or PKK, have returned to their bases 
in the area soon after the troops returned home. 

The military did not withdraw completely after its Sheet ous 
incursion in May, leaving 8,2@@@ soldiers behind in Iraqi. 

Baghdad lost its control over northern Iraq after the Gulf War. 
U.S.-led allied warplanes enforce a no-fly zone over the region and 
keep Iraqi troops away. Two rival Iraqi Kurdish groups vie for 
control. GQne of them has recently sided with Turkey against the PKK. 

The PKK, fighting for autonomy in southeastern Turkey since 198 
has taken advantage of the power vacuum, fortifying dozens of camps 
in the area, from where it launches cross-border attacks on Turkish 
targets. Turkey’s borders with Iraq and Iran are in a mountainous | 
area that is difficult to control. 
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“Turkish troops start withdrawal from northern hae ¢ 
“Eds: UFPDATES with reported clashes between Iraqi Kurdish Be a a 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Claiming another success against Kurdish 
guerrillas, Turkey’ has begun pulling out thousands of troops-sent 
across the border into northern Iraq, a military commander said 
Monday. 

A small units will remain in Iraq to help a local Iraqi Kurdish 
group control the region and prevent the return of the Turkish 
Kurdish rebels, Gen. Rasim Betir told the Anatolia news agency. 

But as Turkish troops withdrew, an Iraqi Kurdish group reported 
Monday being attacked by a rival Iraqi Kurdish faction, in the first 
serious breach of a year-long cease-fire between the two groups. 

The Kurdistan Democratic Party, or KDFP, said forces of its rival] 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, backed by heavy weapons, launched 
attacks on its positions at three separate locations. 

The report came just a week after their leaders met in London ta 
try and end their dispute and form a joint acide aly: <3 5 in 
northern Iraq. 

The KDF had been aiding the estimated 16,@@@ Turkish troops that 
were involved in the latest cross-border operation since Sept. 21. 

The first military, 4th graf pvs ¢ 
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233 87 intw rom ank 
“BC-Turkey-Iraqg-Kurds, 2nd Ld¢ 
“Kurdish factions attack rival group in norther Iraq(<¢ 
“Eds: UFDATES with Turkish Kurdish rebels joining forces with Iraqi 
Kurdish faction, U.N. confirmation, details on clashes, claims on 
captured towns and 27 Turkish soldiers killed<¢ 
“RE Photo ANKI27 ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _ Just as Turkey started pulling its troops 
out from northern Iraq, serious fighting broke out Monday between 
rival Iraqi Kurdish factions. 

The Kurdistan Democratic Party, or KDF, said forces of its riva 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, or PUK, backed by heavy weapons, 
launched attacks on its positions at three separate locations. 

A United Nations official in Baghdad confirmed the clashes, 
calling them ‘‘the most serious outbreak of violence in about a 
year.’’ A cease-fire between the KDP and PUK had mostly held since 
last October, except for small skirmishes. 

The KDP claimed its rival was assisted by the Turkish Kurdish 
rebels, which Turkey’s three-week-long cross-border cperation had 
aimed to wipe out from the region. The Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or 
PKK, has been fighting for autonomy in southeastern Turkey, but has 
bases in northern Iraq. 

““The PUK and the PKK, along with other opposition groups, 
launched a massive operation against the KDP this morning,’’ 
pro~Kurdish Med-TV reported. The London-based station has close 
contacts with the PKK. 

Qasre and Khanekah, towns near the Iranian border, were capture 
by this alliance, Med-TV said. The town of Salahuddin, where the 
headquarters of the KDF are, was surrounded, it added. 

The KDF said there was fierce fighting near Shaqlawah, a town & 
kilometers (12 miles) east of Salahaddin. 

Claiming another success against Kurdish guerrillas, Turkey beg 
pulling out Monday, but said small units will remain in Iraq to help 
KDF control the region. 

‘There were no Turkish troops in the areas where clashes between 
KDF and PUK-PKK alliance took place, Med-Tyv said. But it claimed PKK 
guerrillas attacked withdrawing Turkish troops Monday near the 
border, killing 2&7 soldiers. ‘ 

The clashes came a week after FUK and KDF leaders met in London 
to try and end their dispute and form a joint administration in 
northern Iraq. ; 

The KDF, 6th graf pvs< 
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“BC-Trag-Kurds ¢ 
“Kurdish factions report heavy fighting in northern Iraq (¢ 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) _— An Iraqi Kurdish group claimed Tuesday that 
its fighters are advancing towards the stronghold of its main rival 
on the second day of fighting to control the Kurdish enclave in 
northern Iraq. 

The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan said its guerrillas have taken 
control of hill tops overlooking the resort of Sararash, which is 
under the Kurdistan Democratic Party’s rule. 

PUK forces have blocked the main roads to Sararash and KDP force 
are retreating to the nearby city of Irbil, said a statement by a 
FUK leader, Adnan al-Mufti, who is based in Cairo. 

The claims could not be independentiy confirmed. 

Al—Mufti also accused Turkey of helping the KDF and said that t 
Turkish fighters jets attacked PUK's positions in the mountainous 
area near Sararash. 

But a KDF spokesman in London denied the claim and accused the 
PUK of initiating the fighting. He warned that the renewed battles 
will lead to foreign interference in the Kurdish dispute. 

The United Nations, which:'is responsible for transporting and 
distributing humanitarian aid in northern Iraq, confirmed the 
fighting and said ‘‘it appears to be the most serious outbreak of 
Violence since the same pericd last year.’’ 

Hostilities are taking place in several areas along the dividin 
line between the two factions, and U.N. officials in the-region are 
traveling only if necessary, said the statement by U.N. spokesman 
Eric Falt in Baghdad. 

The fighting is for the control of an autonomous Kurdish enciav 
in northern Iraq that was set up by the United States, Britain and. 

France as a protected area for the Kurds after Baghdad crushed a 
Kurdish rebellion following the 1991 Gulf war. 

The plan ran inte trouble as Kurdish groups began fighting each 
other for power. 

KDF and FUK, the two main Kurd factions, agreed in October 1996. 
to a cease-fire mediated by the United States, Turkey and Britain. 

But two days of talks last week in London ended in a failure, and 
Fighting resumed on Monday. 

The U.S. and British effort to bring peace in the enclave is 
aimed at getting the Kurds to form a strong alliance against Iraqi 
‘President Saddam Hussein. 
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- RAGHDAD, ‘Traq at = A senior U.N. official in Iraq traveled -to 
the north Wednesday, hoping to persuade two rival Kurd factions to 
stop fighting and allow humanitarian aid to the area. - 

Heavy fighting was raging Wednesday in the-area with both sides 
reporting territorial gains and heavy but undetermined number of 
casualties. No independent confirmation was available. 

"The situation in northern Iraq continues to be of great 
concern to the United Nations follogwing the outbreak of violence," 
U.N. spokesman Eric Falt told reporters. 

, USN. official Dennis Halliday will "seek a stop to all 
hostilities" so that the U.N. can carry out its programs, 


including a polio vaccination campaign on Monday and Sunday, Falt 
said. 





He said movement of U.N. personnel and supplies has been 
restricted in large parts of the Irbil province along the line 
dividing the areas controlled by the two factions. 

& The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and the Kurdistan Democratic 
arty resumed fighting Monday fer the control of the autonomous 
Kurdish enclave, ending a one-year-old cease fire mediated by the 

United States, Turkey and Britain. 

In a statement received in Cairo, the KDP said its fighters 
repulsed a PUK offensive to take control of the strategic hill 
tops. Meanwhile, the PUK accused Turkey, which supports the KDP, of 
sending war planes to attack its bases. 

The United Nations is responsible for transporting and 
distributing humanitarian items in the area under an oil-—for-food 
program, which allows Iraq to sell only a limited quantity of oil. 
to buy food and other humanitarian goods for its citizens. Still, 
Traq cannot distribute the items in northern Iraq because of its 
past record of repression there. 

Three Kurd-dominated northern provinces were made a protected 
enclave by the United States, Britain and France after President 
Saddam Hussein crushed a Kurdish rebellion following the 1991 Gulf 
war. But the enclave itself soon fell victim to inkepusEsee 
fighting. 

e@ Falt said the clashes between KDP and PUK could disrupt a 
ne-month U.N, campaign to vaccinate sheep, causing sie deaths of — 
many of the estimated 8@@,@@@ sheep in the area. 

S He said Halliday, the director of the oil—for-food program, will 
request the KDP and FUK to "fully respect their obligations and 
facilitate the free flow of humanitarian assistance, “ 

He said the U.N. also has received reports that many pecple who 
sympathize with warring factions have been shaded, from each area, 
creating a mass of domestic refugees. 

Another concern is over electricity supply to the KDP-held 
Irbil, which comes from PUK-controlled Sulaimaniya and has been cut 
off, said Falt. 
wt/vj 
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“U.N. official goes to northern Iraq to ease tension among Kurds ¢ 
“Eds: UPDATES with four killed, two wounded in reported Turkish 
attack in grafs 8-9. ¢ 
“By WATEL FALEH= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AF) _— A senior U.N. official in Iraq traveled toa 
the north Wednesday, hoping to persuade two rival Kurdish factions . 
to stop fighting and allow humanitarian aid to the area. 

Heavy fighting raged Wednesday in the area with both sides 
reporting territorial gains and heavy but undetermined number of 
casualties. No independent confirmation was available. 

‘“The situation in northern Iraq continues to be of great concer 
to the United Nations following the outbreak of violence,’’ U.N. 
spokesman Eric Fait told reporters. 

U.N. official Dennis Halliday will ‘*seek a stop to all 
hostilities’"’ so that the U.N. can carry out its programs, SSE LOSTEE 
& polio vaccination campaign on Monday and Sunday, Falt said. 

He said movement of U.N. personnel and supplies has been 
restricted in large parts of the Irbil province along the line 
dividing the areas controlled by the two factions. 

The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and the Kurdistan Democratic 
Farty resumed fighting Monday for the control of the autonomous 
Kurdish enclave, ending a one-year-old cease fire mediated by the 
United States, Turkey and Britain. 

In a statement received in Cairo, the KDP said its fighters 
repulsed a PUK offensive to take control of the strategic hill tops. | 

Meanwhile, the PUK accused Turkey, which supports.the KDF, of 
sending four warplanes to attack its bases on Tuesday, killing four 
civilians and wounding two. ; 

Turkish military offiicials were not available for comment. 

“The United Nations, 9th graf < 


AF-LD-1@-15-97 1454G6MT ¢ 








Haiahoan tnatacna ) obtusa psc Weeuwe 3 S273@ a2 
Hatra (National Geographic Atle) 

Irbj} (from Websters) 

J vila (National Geographic Atlas) 
é iemo'-(National Geographic Atlas) 

Javan-{Natfonel Geographic Atlas) 


ay we a 


Kalar (AP useage) 
Kara’ Heniir (AP usage) 
‘Karokh (mountain): (Nationa) Geographic Atiasi 
Khabat (AP usage) : 
Khanagin eta aect hate ographic At lass 
Khurma] (Nationel.Geoegraphire Atlas) 
Kifri (National isk Hil Atles) 
Kingirban (National Geographic Atlas) 
Kirkuk (Natzonzi Geographic Aviées) 
Kuyzanjaq (National Geographic Atlasi 
Makhmur {National Geographic Atlas) 
Mandali (Natsona! Geographic Atlas; 
Mansuriyah (National Geographic Atic«s:) 
Mawat (National Geographic Atlas) 
.Maydan (Naticenai Geegrephic Atlas) 
‘Miqdadiyah (National Geographic Attias) 
‘Mogul (from Wehsters} 
Mushorah (National Geographic Atiés 
Naft Khaneh (Nationa! Geoeraphie Arias) 
Najmah (Nationa! Geographic Atlas 
Nimrud (Calah) ‘Nationa! Geogqraph:c Atlas} 
Nineveh (from Websters) 
Nuzi (National Geographic Aties) 
Paniwin (Natsonal Geographic Atlas} 
Qaiyara (National Geographic Atlas) 
Qal‘at Dizse (National Geographic Atias) . atk 
Marah Bulak (National Geographic Atiasz) i 
—Qarahk Dag (mountain) (National Geographic Atias) i 
Qareh “lappah (National Geographic Atlas) = 
sab (National Geographic Atlan) 
‘ah (National Geographic. Atlas) 
‘ 2 (National Geographic Atlas) 
Fes, (Natsonal Gcographic Atlac) 
Salah Jin (Kurdistan town. @)so province north of Baghdad) 
Samar at:ona) Geographic Attias) 
Sarsang tional. Geographic Atiags) 
Sassan ( snal Geographic Arles) 
Sewarah Tun National Geographic Atias) 
Shaqlawah tic. onal Geographic Atlas) 
Siujar (Natior “eographic Atlas) a 
Sircenk (AP use ‘suspect this is same town as Sarcang??i 
‘Sulaymaniyah (Nat 1 Geographic Atlas) 
Tajambur (Nationa) graphic Atlas) 
ot Talis"Aby -zahix: (Nats 1 Geographic Atlas 
‘Tal}Agar..(National:: = .raphic Atlas) 
‘Tall'Kayf (National ( ,og.aphi¢c Atias) 
Tamim’ ‘(provingea)d: (AP 1 71@) 
Tagtaq (National ‘Geogr. Yt] ag) = 
Tayna! (AP usage) 
Tazah Khurmatu (National Geographic Atlas) 
Tell Matarrah (National Geographic Atias ) 
Tepe Gawra (Nati onal Geographic Atias 
. Tikrit. (National > “Geographic. At les) 
* Tuz.Khurmatu “(National Geographic Atlas): 
Zakhu (National Geographic Atlas) 
Zummar (AP usage) 
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The Gulf War produced a run of heroic coverage of Ira 
Kurdistan by s ‘legion of AP reporters. It also left chao ig in Quy 
style for. speiling names of placenames in that retrion. 

For instance, it was mot unusual ta see in the space al two or 
three days: Sulemaniva. Suiemaniyah. Sulbamaniya, Sulayrnaniyah, 
Sulsimaniya, Suleimaniyah, and other variantye (the correct 
speliing is the 4th one in the list). Or, Duhok, Dohuk and Dahuk 
{the correct speliine is the 3rd), Or. Irbo!}. Arbil and Erbil 
(correct spelling 8S tne ist). 

Here's how we'va been spelling thes¢ names for years. Mush 
oppreciate everyone's efforts in sticking to these spells 
which are based on AP's bibles (first, Websters, then th 
Oe Atlas) or, when these seurces den't help. AP's 

ab)li¢ghed usage. For any names that don't appear on 
ahead. make up your own coy peli nq. We've included only 
Kurdisten and bordering ereas ins:ce Traq. For Turkey, consult 
Ankaru. For Iran. consuit Nicosia 

For your guidance: mames ending in Dagk are monunteins, reames 
»eginning with Tell are often archacologica! Sites. 

Ad-Dawr (Nations) Geographic Atlas) 

Ain Zalah (National Geographic Atlas) 

Al~Quwayr (Natione] Geographic At!as) 

Altun Kupri (National Geographic Atlas) 

Amadiyeh {National Geographic Atj}us) 

Agrah (National Geographic Atlas) 

Arbat (National Geographic Atlas) 

Ashur (National Geographic Atlas) 

Acici Mawsi1 (Nationa! Geographic Atias} 

Ayn Sifnmi (Nationa: Gengraphic Atlas) 

Re~Zibar (Nationai Geographic — 

@::..2 (National Geographic Atlas 
alad (National Geographic ileas 

Baranand Dagh (mountain) (National Geographic Auias 

Barzan (AP usage) 

Beyensan (AP usage) 

Bazyan (AP usage! 

Bushayriyah (National Geographic Atlas: 

Butinah (Nationel Geographic Attias) 

Calah (Nimrud) (Natione! Geographic Atias) 

Chay Khanah (National Geographic Atles) 

Chemchnamal (National Geographic Atias! 

Chuwartah (National Geographic Atias) 

Dahuk (National Geoyraphic Atlas) 

Daratow (AP usage) 

Dibagah (Nationai Geographic Atias) 

Diyala (river end province) (Nationa: Geograpnic Atlas) 

Diyala Weir (Nationa! Geographic Atlas) 

Dur Sharrukin (National Geographic Atles) 

Uskiklik (AP usage) 

Faysh Khabur (National Geographic Atlas} 

Habbaniyah (air base) (National Geogrephic Atlas) 

Hadraniyah (National Gecqraphiec Atlas) 

Haj Omran pass (AP usage) 

KRalabjah (National Geographic Atias) } 

Hatra (National Geographic Atiav) 
Irbil (from Websters) 

Jalula (National Geograph:ec Alias) 
Jarmo (National Geographic Atlas) 
Jawan (Nationa) Geoaraohic Atlas) 
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“UN. official goes to northern Irag toa ease tension among Kurds ¢ 
“By WAITEL FALEH= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — A U.N. mediator in Iraq headed north 
Wednesday to negotiate an end to heavy fighting between two rival 
Kurdish factions seeking control over a protected enclave, where 
many Kurds have reportedly been forced to flee their homes. 

U.N. official Dennis Halliday will **seek a stop to all 
hostilities’’ and ask the factions to let food and other 
humanitarian aid into the disputed area, U.N. spokesman Eric Fait 
said. 

“The situation in northern Iraq continues to be of great conce 
to the United Nations following the outbreak of violence,’’ Fait 
said. 

On Wecinesday, both sides reported heavy casualties and 
territorial.gains. The reports could not be independently confirmed. 

x The United Nations also received reports that sympathizers of t 
warring factions have been expelled from their homes, creating a 
mass of domestic refugees, Falt said. 

The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and the Kurdistan Dekooravioc 
Party resumed fighting Monday for the control of the autonomous 
Kurdish enclave, ending a year-cld cease-fire mediated by the United 
States, Turkey and Britain. 

In a statement received in Cairo Wednesday, the KDF said its 
fighters repulsed a PUK offensive to take control of the strategic 
hill tops. 

Meanwhile, the PUK accused Turkey, which supports the KDF, of 
sending four warplanes to attack its bases in a Tuesday raid that 
killed four civilians and wounded two others. 

Turkish military officials were not available for comment. 

Three Kurd-dominated northern provinces were declared a protect 
enclave after President Saddam Hussein crushed a Kurdish rebellion 
following the 1991 Gulf war. But the enclave itself soon fell victim 
to internecine fighting. ; 

The United Nations is responsible for transporting and 
distributing humanitarian items in the area under an o01i1-for-food 
program, which allows Iraq to sell only a limited quantity of oil to 
buy food and other humanitarian goods for its citizens. Still, Iraq 
cannot distribute the items in northern Iraq because cf its past 
record of repression there. 

Halliday, ‘the director of the oil-for-food program, will request 
the KDP and PUK to “‘fully respect their obligations and facilitate 
the free flow of humanitarian BEE Ar ences?” which include a polic 
vaccination campaign, Falt said. 
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“LN. of ficial goes te northern Iraq to ease tension among Kurds ¢ 
“Eds: UPDATES with Iraq offer to mediate dispute in grafts 19-11. <¢ 
“By WAITEL FALEH= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (APY _ A senior U.N. official in Iraq traveled to 
the north Wednesday, hoping to persuade two rival Kurdish factions 
to stop fighting and allow humanitarian aid to the area. 

Heavy fighting raged Wednesday in the area with both sides 
reporting territorial gains and heavy but undetermined number of 
casualties. No independent confirmation was available. 

‘“The situation in northern Iraq continues to be of great concel 
to the United Nations following the cutbreak of violence,’’ U.N. 
spokesman Eric Falt told reporters. 

U.N. official Dennis Halliday will ‘‘seek a stop toe all 
hostilities’’ so that the U.N. can carry cut its programs, including 
&@ Polio vaccination campaign on Monday and Sunday, Falt said. 

He said movement of U.N. personnel and supplies has been 
restricted in large parts of the Irbil province along the line 
dividing the areas controlled by the two factions. 

The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party resumed fighting Monday for the cantrol of the autonomous 
Kurdish enclave, ending a one-year-old cease fire mediated by the 
United States, Turkey and Britain. 

In a statement received in Cairo, the KDF said its fighters 
repulsed a PUK offensive to take control of the strategic hill tops. 

Meanwhile, the PUK accused Turkey, which supports the KDF, of 
sending four warplanes to attack its bases on Tuesday, killing four 
Civilians and wounding two. 

Turkish military officials were not available for comment. 

Iraq, which has long sought to reassert its control over the 
north, offered Wednesday to mediate between the two sides. 

“*‘We hope that the two sides will respond positively to our 
advice and turn to negotiations under the supervision of the 
government,’’ Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz said in a statement 
carried by the official Iraqi News Agency. 

“The United Nations, 9th graf < 
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“U.N. official goes ta northern Iraq to ease tension among Kurds ¢ 

“Eds: URFDATES with Iraq offer to mediate dispute in grafs 11-12¢ : 
“By WAIEL FALEH= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AFD — A U.N. mediator in Iraq headed north 
Wednesday toa negotiate an end to heavy fighting between two rival 
Kurdish factions seeking control cover a protected enclave, where 
many Kurds have reportedly been forced to flee their homes. 

U.N. official Dennis Halliday will ‘‘seek a stop to all 
hestilities’’ and ask the factions to let food and other 
humanitarian aid inte the disputed area, U.N. spokesman Eric Falt 
said. 

‘““The situation in northern Iraq continues tc be of great conce 
to the United Nations following the outbreak of violence,’’ Falt 
said. 

On Wednesday, both sides reported heavy casuaities and 
territorial gains. The reports could not be independently confirmed. 

The United Nations also received reports that sympathizers of thi 
warring factions have been expelled from their homes, creating a 
mass of domestic refugees, Fait said. 

The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party resumed fighting Monday for the control of the autonomous 
Kurdish enclave, ending a year-old cease-fire mediated by the United 
States, Turkey and Britain. : 

In a statement received in Cairo Wednesday, the KDF said its 
fighters repulsed a PUK offensive toa take control of the strategic 
hill tops. i 

Meanwhile, the PUK accused Turkey, which supports the KDF, of 
sending four warplanes to attack its bases in a Tuesday raid that 
killed four civilians and wounded two others. .- 

Turkish military officials were not available for comment. 

Three Kurd-dominated northern provinces were declared a protecte 
enclave after President Saddam Hussein crushed a Kurdish rebellion 
following the 1991 Gulf war. But the enclave itself scon fell victim 
toe internecine fighting. 

Trag, which has long seught to reassert its control over the 
north, offered Wednesday to mediate between the two sides. 

“*We hope that the two sides will respond positively to our 
advice and turn to negotiations under the supervision of the 
government,’’ Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz said in a statement 
carried by the official Iraqi News Agency. 

“The United, iLith graf ¢ 
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“Turkey-backed Iraqi Kurdish group hits back at rival <¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Backed by Turkish artillery and air power, 
an Iraqi Kurdish faction inflicted heavy losses on its rival in 
nerthern Iraq, Turkey’s official Anatolia agency said on Thursday. 

Turkish bombardment on Wednesday hit positions of the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan, which has reportedly joined forces with Turkis 
Kurdish rebels, Anatolia said. ; 

The guerrillas of the Kurdistan Democratic Party, KDFP, backed b 
Turkey, Killed 94 PUK fighters during clashes near the Iragi towns 
of Rawanduz, Haj Omran, Shaqlawah and Aqra, Anatolia said. 

The first two towns are near the Iranian border, while the sothe 
lie on a central main road connecting major Kurdish cities. 

Anatolia, quoting KDP’s radio, put the KDF death toll at 17. 

Kurdistan Democratic Party fighters have helped the Turkish army 
in its efforts to wipe out bases of the Turkish Kurdish rebel 
organization, FKK, in northern Iraq during recent offensives. Turkey 
keeps artillery in the area to keep the PKK away from the Turkish 
border. 

A Patriotic Union statement Thursday claimed Turkish bombing 
killed five fighters Wednesday. It also accused Turkish jets of 
bombing villages, killing four civilians Tuesday. 

““If there’s been any Turkish intervention, it has only targeted 
PKK positions,’’ Foreign Ministry spokesman Omer Akbel said. **We 
don’t support one Iraqi Kurdish group against the other.'? 

KDF radic said its rival had cut off water and electricity to 
Irbil, the provincial capital, which is held by KDF. The energy 
blackout is common practice during fighting between the rivals. PUK 
contrels the dam which preduces the region’s power. 

The clashes ended a year-long ceasefire between the two groups, 
brokered by the United States, Turkey and Britain. 

Three Kurd-dominated northern provinces were made a protected 
enclave after the 1991 Gulf War. Saddam's troops are kept at bay by 
U.S.-led allied planes monitoring the area. 
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“Turkey-backed Iraqi Kurdish group hits back at rival ¢ 

“Eds: UPDATES with claim of further Turkish bombing Thursday, killing 
3a, reported Iraqi treep and tank movements near the Kurdish 

enclave, viclations of no-fly zone ( 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — Backed by Turkish artillery and air power 
an Iraqi Kurdish faction inflicted heavy lasses on its rival in 
northern Iraq, Turkey’s official Anatolia agency said on Thursday. 

Turkish bombardment on Wednesday hit positions of the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan, which has reportedly joined forces with Turkish 
Kurdish rebels, Anatolia said. ; 

An Iraqi opposition group, the Iraqi National Congress, said in 
Londen that bombing Thursday killed at least 3@ people. The report 

could not be confirmed. 
Baghdad has moved some 14, @@@ troops and 2£@@ tanks to the area 
neighboring the Kurdish enclave, the group also claimed. 

Iraq has been kept away from its northern part since the Guif 
War. The enclave is protected by U.S.-led planes. But Saddam Hussein 
sent tanks and treops inte the enclave in 1996 at the invitation of 
one. of the rival Kurdish groups. 

Iraqi Republican Guard units were building up around Makhmur, 
some 3@ kilometers (2@ miles) southwest of the Kurdish enclave’s 
strategic capital, Irbil, the Iraqi opposition group said. 

' Iragi jets violated the no-fly zone in the north Thursday for 
recennaissance flights over the areas of heavy fighting, it added. 

The guerrillas, 3rd graf pvs(¢ 
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“Kurdish faction joins cease-fire in northern Iraq 
“Eds: UPDATES threughout with Kurdish group refusing to withdraw, 
Says must be progress in peace talks first. No pickup. ¢ 

CAIRG, Egypt (AP) — A Kurdish faction has declared its support 
for a cease-fire that began Friday in northern Iraq following 
several days of fighting with rival Kurds. 

The Kurdistan Democratic Party said it would abide by the truce 
for 72 heurs to allow its rival, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, 
to withdraw its forces to positions it held earlier this week. 

The PUK accepted the cease-fire Friday and said it was ready for 
talks. But on Saturday, a PUK spokesman ruled out any withdrawal 
unless the other side first made a concession. 

“*We'’re not withdrawing within 72 hours unless something 
substantial happens to show us that the KDF will be brought into a 
lasting political solution,’’ said PUK spokesman Shazad Saib, who is 
based in Ankara, Turkey. ; 

“*We cannot withdraw and then come back all the time after seein 
‘no improvement on the political arena,’’ he said. 

The United States, Turkey and Britain mediated the truce, which 
tock effect at & p.m. local time Friday. There were no immediate 
reports of violations, and the KDF said in a statement that, for 
now, it would ‘‘refrain from launching a counter-attack.’ 

The PUK and KDF have uneasily shared power in an enclave in 
northern Iraq set up by Western allies in 1991 after Iraqi 
government forces crushed a Kurdish revolt in the region. 

Before the cease-fire -Friday, there were reports of Turkish 
‘attacks on the PUK, which Turkey has accused to collaborating with 
Kurdish rebels fighting for autonomy in southeastern Turkey. 

Turkey repeatedly has carried cut large-scale operations in 
northern Iraq aimed at the Turkish Kurdish rebels, and the KDF has: 
aided Turkish troops in the fighting. 
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“Kurdish faction joins cease-fire in northern Iraq<¢ 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) _ A Kurdish faction has declared its sca st le 
for a cease-fire that began Friday in northern Iraq following 
several days of fighting with rival Kurds. 

The Kurdistan Democratic Party said it would abide by the truce 
for 72 hours to allow its rival, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, 
to withdraw its forces to positions it held earlier this week. The 
PUK accepted the cease-fire Friday and said it was ready for talks. 

The United States, Turkey and Britain mediated the truce, which 
took effect at & p.m. local time Friday. There were no immediate 
-peports of violations, and the KDF said in a statement that, for 
now, it would “‘refrain from launching a counter-attack.’’ 

The PUK and KDF have uneasily shared power in an enclave in 
northern Iraq set up by Western allies in 1991 after Iraqi 
government forces crushed a Kurdish revolt in the region. 

Before the cease-fire Friday, there were reports of Turkish 
attacks on the PUK, which Turkey has accused to collaborating with 
Kurdish rebels fighting for autonomy in southeastern Turkey. 

Turkey repeatedly has carried out large-scale operations in 
northern Iraq aimed at the Turkish Kurdish rebels, and the KDF has 
aided Turkish troops in the fighting. 
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“Traqi Kurdish group accuses Turkey of damaging peace process with 
air raids ¢ 

“Eds: UPDATES with Turkish foreign ministry saying ceasefire declared 
between Kurdish factions ¢ , 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — An Iraqi Kurdish faction accused Turkey of 
Friday of ‘‘effectively ending’’ the peace process between rival 
Kurdish factions by shelling its positions in northern Iraq. 

But the Turkish Foreign Ministry said a ceasefire had been 
declared between the warring Iraqi Kurdish groups at 8 p.m. (1680 
GMT), and urged the sides to abide by it. 

The statement came hours after an Iraqi opposition greup, the 
Iraqi National Congress, claimed that 4@ Turkish tanks and 5a@ 
armored personnel carriers moved to the northern tip of Hariri 
Valley, about 15@ kilometers (114 miles) south of the Turkish-Iragi 
border. : 

The penetration, if correct, is the deepest ever by Turkish 
troops. Turkey repeatedly has carried out large-scale operations in 
northern Iraq'’aimed at Kurdish rebels. 

Turkish military spokesmen were not available for comment. 

The Turkish troops were trying to block the advancing forces of 
the Fatriotic Union of Kurdistan, or PUK, which Turkey-has accused 
of collaborating with Turkish Kurdish rebels, 

In retaliation for the Turkish air raids, PUK fired six 
Riinadensnnde! surface-to-surface missiles at its rival’s headquarters 
in Salahuddin town on Thursday, the Iraqi opposition group reported. 

It was not clear if any casualties occurred. 

The ministry statement said Turkey, the United States and Brita! 
had asked the sides to withdraw troops to positions held on Gct. 12, 
before serious clashes between the two groups erupted. 

Turkey, along, 7th graf pys<¢ 
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“Iragi Kurdish group accepts cease-fire, asks Turkey to end 
intervention <¢ . 

“Eds: RECASTS throughout to UPDATE with Kurdish group accepting 
cease-fire. CHANGES overline. ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _— An Iragi Kurdish faction said Friday it 
accepted a cease-fire with a rival group and asked the United States 
and Britain to push Turkey to end its military intervention in 
northern Iraq. 

. The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan was ready to talk with its 
rival, the Kurdistan Democratic Party, but reserved the right to 
defend itself if the rival group attacks or if **Turkey continues 
its aggression against our fighters,’*’ Mohammed Sabir Ismail, the 
group's representative in Paris, told The Associated Press by 
telephone. 

Earlier Friday, the PUK accused Turkey of shelling its position 
in northern Iraq. ; 

An Iraqi opposition group, the Iraqi National Congress, claimed 
that 4@ Turkish tanks and S@ armored personnel carriers moved to the 
northern tip of Hariri Valley, about 15@ kilometers (9@ miles) south 
of the Turkish-Iraqi border. 

That would be the deepest ever Turkish push into Iraq. Turkey 
repeatedly has carried out large-scale operations in northern Iraq 
aimed at Turkish Kurdish rebels. 

Turkish military spokesmen were not available for comment. 

_ In Washington, State Department spokesman James Foley said both 
Iraqi Kurdish factions had agreed to reinstate the year-old 
cease-fire. . 

But the KDP was distrustful of the announcement. 

‘Up to now, we don’t. have any practical sign on the ground tha 
ene PUK has committed itself to the cease-fire or that they are true 
to their claim of accepting it,’"’ said Dilshad Miran, the KDP’s 
representative in London. 

‘*The KDF has not yet defined its position concerning the 
cease-fire and it will hold a meeting later tonight and issue a 
statement either late Friday or early Saturday,’'’ Miran added. 

Foley, speaking on behalf of the United States, Turkey and Grea 
Britain, said the three held the PUK responsible for this week's 
fighting, which interrupted a largely successful truce negotiated 
last October. 

Turkish troops crossed into northern Iraq last month to destroy 
camps that Turkish Kurdish rebels maintain in the region to launch 
cross-border attacks on Turkey. ; 

The KDP has been aiding the Turkish troops, while Turkey has 
accused the PUK of collaborating with the rebels. 

The PUK said Turkish jets and artillery have been providing 
support for the KDFP since the two rivals resumed fighting on Monday. 

The PUK claimed Turkish jets bombed areas near the towns of 
Shaglawa and Khalifa Thursday, for the fourth consecutive day, i 
causing civilian casualties. 

Turkey has denied the allegations, saying its jets only target 
positions of the Turkish Kurdish rebels in northern Iraq. 

In retaliation for the Turkish air raids, the PUK fired six 
Russian-made surface-to-surface missiles at its rival’s headquarters 
in Salahuddin on Thursday, the Iraqi opposition group reported. It. 
was not clear if any casualties occurred. 

In addition to helping with the original cease-fire negotiation 
Turkey has also mediated talks among Iraqi Kurds about forming a 
joint regional government in northern Iraq. 

The rival Iraqi groups have fought for control of the zone sinc 
it was set up by the Western allies at the end of the Gulf War in 
1991. 
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“TIragi Kurd faction accuses rival of violating cease-fire ( 
“Eds: RECASTS throughout with cease-fire breach, ADDS BYLINE, CHANGES 


overline. ¢ 
“By MAAMOQUN YOUSSEF= 
“Associated Press Writer= 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — An Iraqi Kurdish faction accused its rival 


Saturday of breaching a cease-fire in northern Iraq less than 24 


hours after it came into effect. 


The Kurdistan Democratic Party said the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan had launched attacks Saturday morning and afternoon in the 
Irbil region, killing two KDFP-guerrillas and weunding three others. 


In a statement faxed to The Associated Press here, the KDP, led 


by Massoud Barzani, said the PUK fired mortars on the town of 
Shaglawa, 4@ km (25 miles) northeast of Irbil, the virtual capital 


of the Kurdish autonomous zone in northern Iraq. 


In London, a spokesman for the PUK, led by. Jalal Talabani, 


the charge, saying his group had launched no attacks against KDP 


positions. 


‘“*These are empty allegations and all the areas in Kurdistan ar 


qguiet,’’ spokesman Latif Rashid told the AP in a telephone 


interview. 


The KDF approved the cease-fire early Saturday and said it woul 


abide by the truce for 72 hours to-allow the PUK to withdraw %o 


positions held before the fighting began Oct. 13. 


In Ankara, PUK spokesman Shazad Saib said his group would not b 


making any withdrawals in the next 72 hours ‘‘unless something 
substantial happens to show us that the KDFP will be brought into a 


lasting political solution.’? 


*“*We cannot withdraw and then come back all the time after seei 


no improvement on the political arena,’* he said. 


The PUK accepted the truce shortly before it came into effect a 


8 p.m. local time (17@@ GMT) Friday. 


The United States, Turkey and Britain brokered the cease-fire i 


week-long contacts with KDP and PUK representatives in various 


capitals. 


its positions and bombarding civilian settlements. 


The PUK has accused Turkish forces in northern Iraq of attackin 


Turkey denied the accusations, but it has accused the PUK of- 
collaborating with Turkish Kurd separatists. Turkish forces entered 


northern Iraq on Sept. #1 to wipe out the separatists’ 


Rashid said PUK supporters on Saturday staged huge demonstration 


bases. 


against the Turkish intervention in towns and villages in the 


Kurdish zone. 


The PUK and KDP have uneasily shared power in the zone since it 


was set up by the Western allies in 1991 after Iraqi government 


forces crushed a Kurdish revolt in the region. 


Turkey has carried out repeated large-scale operations in 
northern Iraq aimed at Turkish Kurd rebels and the KDF has supported 


Turkish troops in the fighting. 
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“Iraq accuses Kurd faction of using missiles ( 
“By WAIEL FALEH= 

“Assaciated Press Writer= , 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AFP) _ Iraq’s most influential newspaper Wednesday 
accused a Kurdish rebel faction of using surface-to-surface .missiles 
on civilian areas, terming it ‘*‘a dangerous development’’ in 
northern Iraq’s three-@ear civil war. 

Babil, the daily owned by President Saddam Hussein’s son, Odai, 
said the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan has fired Russian-made Grad 
missiles on cities and towns while fighting with the rival, the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

Babil neither gave details nor offered evidence to support the 
‘claim, which could not be independently verified. Similar 
unconfirmed allegations were made last week by the KDPF. 

. The PUK and KDFP have shared power in a Kurdish autonomous zone i 
northern Iraq since it was forcibly created by Western allies in 

1991 to prevent Saddam’s forces from attacking Kurds demanding 

greater autonomy. 

But instead of building peace, the two groups began fighting fo 
power in late 1994 until a cease-fire last year, which collapsed on 
Oct. 12. A tenuous truce has been in force since Friday. 

Traditionally, Saddam has been anti-PUK and close to the KDF. I 
August-September 1996, he sent tanks and troops to help the KDP 
regain Irbil town from PUK. This prompted the United States to hit 
Iraqi targets with some 4@ missiles. 

Even now Saddam maintains cordial relations with KDFP chief 
Massoud Barzani despite Barzani’s close ties with Washington. 

Babil said the PUK is being supported by Iran in its Vatest 
offensive and ‘‘what is special ... is the newly added dangerous 
development of the PUK’s use of surface-to-surface missiles, Grad.’’ 

It said PUK’s positions are close to the oil-rich city of Kirku 
and urged the United Nations to ‘‘interfere as soon as possible to 
disarm’”’ the guerrillas, saying they represent a threny to Iraq’s 
people and its sovereignty. 
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“Iraq distances itself from report in paper cwned by Saddam’s san ( 
“By WAIEL FALEH= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) _ Iraq distanced itself Thursday from a repo 
in a newspaper owned by President Saddam Hussein’s son that said 
Kurdish guerrillas were using a Russian missile. 

‘“*This editorial does not represent the view of the Iraqi 
gevernment at all,’’ the official Iraqi News Agency said. 

The editorial in the newspaper Babil, which is owned by Saddam’ 
son Odai, said Wednesday that the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, one 
ef two factions vying for control of the Kurdish autonomous zone in 
northern Iraq, had been firing Grad surface-to-surface missiles on 
towns held by its rival, the Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

The introduction of Grads constituted a ‘‘dangerous development 
in the off-on fighting between the two factions, the editorial said. 
It urged the United Nations to intervene and confiscate the missiles 
from the PUK, which is led by Jalal Talabani. 

INA said Thursday the editorial represented “‘the personal view 
of the writer,’’ who is known to have been Babil’s editor, Salam 
Dohi. ; 

Babil is widely read in Iraq because it reprints articles 
published in Western newspapers that are critical of the government. 
It was not clear why the government was sensitive to the Babil 
editorial. ; 

In Ankara, U.S. and British military attaches were extremely 
skeptical that the PUK had got hold of Grad missiles. 

“*We have to be cautious owing to the source of the allegation, 
a U.S. diplomat said, ‘‘especially with Baghdad, I would be 
suspicious of their motives for such a claim.’’ 

A Turkish defense ministry official said he had not heard of th 
FUK using Grads. 

Turkish troops are currently conducting a search and destroy 
mission against Kurdish separatists in northern Iraq. U.S., British 
and Turkish warplanes patrol the skies of the northern Iraq, 
enforcing a ‘‘no-fly’’ zone over the Kurdish autonomous region. 
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“Traqi Kurdish faction says Turkish jets attack its positions ¢ 
“By MAAMOUN YOUSSEF= 
“Associated Press. Writer= 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) _ An Iraqi Kurdish group said Turkish warplan 
on Thursday raided its bases in northern Iraq and Turkish tanks were 
preparing for an imminent attack. 

The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan said four Turkish jets dropped 
missiles and incendiary bombs on its positions in several villages 
around Irbil and near the town of Shaqlawa, 4@ kilometers (25 miles) 
to the north. 

Shaglawa and Irbil, 8@ kilometers (5@ miles) south of the Turki 
border, are controlled by the Kurdistan Democratic Party, PUK’s 
rival. ; 
There was no immediate comment from Turkey, but the Turkish 
Foreign Ministry has in the past denied that Turkish forces would 
attack the PUK, saying any intervention in’ northern Iraq would be 
against Turkish Kurdish separatists, or the PKK. 

A PUK statement, faxed to the Associated Press office in Cairo, 
said the air raids, that began at 4 p.m. local time (14@@ GMT), 
lasted 4@ minutes. It said its forces were assessing ee but 
gave no details. 

**Twenty Turkish tanks have arrived close te the same positions 
with an intent to launch an attack which we expect to take iad ai 
later Thursday night,’’ the statement said. 

It said the tanks arrived from Dahuk, a town 115 kilometers (72 
miles) northwest of Irbil, and from Aqra, 5@ kilometers (3@ miles) 
northwest of Shaqlawa. 

It said the KDF has been bombing its positions and mobilizing 
troops to join the Turkish tanks in the attack. 

The PUK has accused Turkish forces of siding with the KDF, whil 
Turkey claims the PUK is collaborating with PKK _ the Kurdistan 
Workers Party. : 

Turkish forces have entered northern Iraq several times in the 
past to wipe out the separatists’ bases, the last such incursion was 
on Sept. 21 

The PUK and KDF have shared power in the Kurdish autonomous zon 
since it was set up by Western allies in 1991 after Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein’s forces crushed a Kurdish revolt. 

Meanwhile, Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Moussa criticized Turk 
for establishing a buffer zone in northern Iraq in a new bid to seal 
its borders from hit-and-run attacks by Kurdish rebels. 

“Anything that harms the safety of Iraq’s territory goes again 
Egypt’s policy and we cannot sympathize with or accept it,’”’ Mousssa 
told reporters in Cairo Thursday. ; 

Also, Egypt's Middle East News Agency quoted an identified 
official at the @2-nation Arab League Thursday that the creation of 
the buffer zone was a ‘‘flagrant aggression against the sovereignty 
of an Arab state and will only lead to more violence and tension in 
the region.’’ 
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“Traqi Kurdish faction says Turkish jets attack its positions ¢ 
“By MAAMOUN YOUSSEF= 
“Associated Press Writer= 
CAIRG, Egypt (AP) . An Iraqi Kurdish group said Turkish warplan 
on Thursday raided its bases in northern Iraq and Turkish tanks were 
preparing for an imminent attack. 
The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan said four Turkish jets dropped 
missiles and incendiary bombs on its positions in several villages 
around Irbil and near the town of Shagqlawa, 4@ kilometers (25 miles) 
to the north. ; 
Shaqlawa and Irbil, 8@ kilometers (S@ miles) south of the Turki 
border, are controlled by the Kurdistan Democratic Party, PUK’s 
rival. 
There was no immediate comment from Turkey, but the Turkish 
Foreign Ministry has in the past denied that Turkish forces would 
attack the PUK, saying any intervention in northern Iraq would be 
against Turkish Kurdish separatists. 
A PUK statement, faxed toe the Associated Press office in Cairo, 
said the air raids, that began at 4 p.m. local time (14@2@ GMT), 
lasted 4@ minutes. It said its forces were assessing casualties, but 
gave no details. 
““Twenty Turkish tanks have arrived close to the same positions 
with an intent to launch an attack which we expect to take pia 
later Thursday night,’’ the statement said. 
It said the KDFP has been bombing its positions and mobilizing 
treops to join the Turkish tanks in the attack. 
The PUK has accused Turkish forces of siding with the KDF, whil 
Turkey claims the PUK is collaborating with Turkish Kurdish ; 
separatists. : 
The PUK and KDFP have shared power in the Kurdish autonomous zon 
since it was set up by Western allies in 1991 after Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein's forces crushed a Kurdish revolt. 
: Meanwhile, Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Moussa criticized Turk 
for establishing a buffer zone in northern Iraq in a new bid to seal 
its borders from hit-and-run attacks by Kurdish rebels. 
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“Traqgi Kurdish group says truce with rival faction is over 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _ An Iragi Kurdish group said Friday that i 
considered a week-long cease-fire in northern Iraq over because of ¢ 
attacks by Turkish jets and the forces of a rival group. 

Shazad Saib, the Ankara representative of the Patriotic Union o 
Kurdistan, said heavy fighting was taking place between the factions 
in the Rawanduz and Koysanjak regions, close to the Iranian border. 

*“The cease-fire ended with the Turkish air raids followed by 
attacks by the KDF,’? Saib told The Associated Press in reference to 
the rival group, the Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

The Patriotic Union said Thursday that four Turkish jets fired 
missiles and dropped incendiary bombs on its positions in several 
Villages some 8@ kilometers (S5@ miles) south of the Turkish border. 

The Turkish Foreign Ministry confirmed Friday that Turkish Jets 

launched raids in northern Iraq on Thursday, but said they were 
aimed at Turkish Kurdish rebels who maintain bases in the region. 

A Turkish newspaper on Friday claimed that Turkey raided the 
Patriotic Union to force it to retreat to positions it held before 
the new spate of fighting erupted. 

Hurriyet newspaper said the move was a pre- -emptive one, designe 
to prevent the - Kurdistan Democratic Party from seeking help from 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 

The two Iraqi Kurdish groups agreed to a truce a week ago, afte 
fighting broke out again on Oct. 12, ending a year-long cease-fire. 

Last year, Saddam’s army crossed the 36th parallel and joined 
forces with the Kurdistan Democratic Party against the rival group. 

The zone north of the parallel, where the two factions used to 
share power, is protected by a U.S.-led force since the end of the 
Gulf War and it is barred to Saddam’s trcops. 

Turkish forces have entered northern Iraq several times in the 
past few years to destroy the bases used Lid Turkish Kurdish rebels 
seeking autonomy in Turkey. 

Officials said Friday said more than 2,5@@ rebels had been kill 
in northern Iraq since May. 
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“Tragi Kurdish group says truce with rival faction is over(< 
“Eds: UPDATES with fresh Turkish air raids, Iraqi group calls on 
international community to intervene, clashes ¢ 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — An Iraqi Kurdish greup said Friday that i 
considered a week-long cease-fire in northern Iraq over because of 
attacks by Turkish jets and the forces of a rival group. 
Shazad Saib, the Ankara representative of the Patriotic Union o 
Kurdistan, said heavy fighting was taking place between the factions. 
in the Rawanduz and Kuysanjaq regions, close to the Iranian border. 
‘“The cease-fire ended with the Turkish air raids followed by 
attacks by the KDP,’'’ Gaib told The Associated Press in reference to 
the rival group, the Kurdistan Democratic Farty. 
The Patriotic Union said Turkish jets fired missiles and droppe 
incendiary bombs on its pesitions for a second consecutive day 
Friday. 
: The areas bombed Friday were Balisan Valley, Heran and . 
Bani-Harir, about 15@ kilometers (114 miles) south of the 
Turkish-Iraqi border, the Patriotic Union said. Thursday's Turkish 
shelling hit areas further north. 5 
“We call on the international community to restrain Turkey fro 
pursuing this dangerous policy,’’ the Patriotic Union said in a 
statement. 
The rival Iraqi groups accused each other of launching attacks. 
The Patriotic Union said it repelled a Kurdistan Democratic Par 
attack, in Simaqgouli area, southeast of the main Kurdish city Irbil, 
while KDF accused it of killing one of its fighters and wounding 
-RHRine others in separate attacks early Friday. 
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“Tragi Kurdish group says truce with rival faction is over < 

“Eds: INSERTS PUK casualties in Turkish air raid in Sth graf < 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — An Iraqi Kurdish group said Friday that i 
considered a week-long cease-fire in northern Iraq over because of 
attacks by Turkish jets and the forces of a rival group. 

Shazad Saib, the Ankara representative of the Patriotic Unicon o 
Kurdistan, said heavy fighting was taking place between the factions 
in the Rawanduz and Kuysanjaq regions, close to the Iranian border. 

““The cease-fire ended with the Turkish air raids followed by 
attacks by the KDF,'’’ GSGaib told The Associated Press in reference to 
the rival group, the Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

The Patriotic Union said Turkish jets fired missiles and droppe 
incendiary bombs on its positions for a second consecutive day 
Friday. 

The areas bombed Friday were Balisan Valley, Heran and 
Bani-Harir, about 152 kilometers (114 miles) south of the 
Turkish-Iragi border, the Patriotic Union said. Thursday's Turkish 
shelling hit areas further north. Five PUK fighters were killed and 
11 others were wounded in the bombing, the group said. : 
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“Iraqi Kurd leader accuses Turkey of bombing his positions with 
napalm ¢ 
“Eds: RECASTS throughout with Talabani TV quotes, napalm allegation ‘¢ 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) _ An Iraqi Kurd leader on Saturday accused 
Turkey of bombing his positions with napain. 

Jalal Talabani, the leader of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, 
alse told the London-breadcast MBC television that Turkey had sided 
with the rival Kurdistan Democratic Party in the fighting for 
control of the Kurdish autonomous zone in northern Iraq. 

‘*Turkish warplanes launched several air raids today using . 
internationally-banned napalm bombs, as well as missiles and heavy 
bombs,’’ Talabani told the Arabic-language MBC in a broadcast 
monitored in Cairs. 2 

““They bombarded several areas indiscriminately,’’ Talabani said 
in a phone interview from his headquarters in Sulaimaniya, northern 
Iraq. 

He said the air strikes cccurred northeast of Rawanduz and in th 
' Balisan valley, areas near the Iranian border. 

Earlier Saturday, the PUK accused Turkish fighter-bombers of 
attacking its positions and nearby villages along the strategic 
Hamilton road, which links the virtual capital of the Kurdish zone, 
Irbil, to Iran. - 

There was no immediate comment from Turkey. But the Turkish 
Foreign Ministry said Friday that its fighter-bombers had raided 
northern Iraq, but to attack Turkish Kurdish rebels. 

Separately, the Kurdish Democratic Party, which is led by Massou 
Barzani, said its fighters repulsed Saturday two attempts by the PUK 
to gain ground near Shaglawa, a town 25 miles (4@ kilometers) north 
of Irbil. 

KDP guerrillas inflicted ‘‘huge casualties’’ on the PUK forces, 
the KDF office in London said in a statement faxed to The Associated 
Press. 

The two Kurdish factions have uneasily shared power in the 
Kurdish zone, an autonomous region that has been under the 
protection of a U.S.-led force since Baghdad government forces 
crushed a Kurdish revolt there in 1991. 

The KDF accused the PUK of cutting the power lines to Irbil and 
nearby villages, describing the move as ‘*‘a collective punishment’? 
that would adversely affect about i witiion pecple in the Kurdish 
zone. 

In the television interview, Talabani said the power lines were 


cut but for *‘*‘technical reasons.’’ 
The PUK said earlier Saturday that the KDP had expelled 1,264 
civilians from Irbil on the grounds that they were ** PUK 


sympathizers.’? 

On Oct. 17 the two Kurdish groups agreed to a truce after a week 
of fighting that shattered a 12-month cease-fire. 

The United States said Friday that despite cease-fire violations 
this week, the truce seemed to be holding. 

Turkish forces crossed into Iraq last sonth in the latest of 
several incursions during the past few years to destroy bases used 
by Turkish Kurd separatists. ; 
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“BC-Trag-Kurds—Fighting ¢ 
“Clashes between Kurdish factions escalate in northern Iraq (¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — An Iraqi Kurdish group said Sunday its 
Fighters killed 2@ guerrillas of a rival faction in overnight 
clashes in northern Iraq. 

The reported fighting was part ocf-a recent round of clashes 
between the two groups that broke cut earlier this month amid a 
Turkish military operation in the area aimed at Turkish Kurdish 
guerrillas. 

The Kurdistan Democratic Party said it killed 2@ fighters of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan in the area around Balak, close to the 
Iranian border, said the group's radis, monitored by Turkey's 
Anatolia news agency. 

The Democratic Party also said it recaptured the areas of Roli, 
Zini, Dergala and Serrevas, which were occupied by the Patriotic 
Union on Friday. 

Shazad Saib, a spokesman for the Patrictic Union, said Sunday he 
had no information about the recent clashes in northern Iraq. 

The two groups have been fighting on and off for years, with a 
truce reached a year ago. Patriotic Union supports the Turkish 
Kurdish guerrillas, and its rival is allied with Turkey. 

The two Iraqi Kurdish factions operate in an autonomous region 
that has been under the protection of a U.S.-led force since Baghdad: 
government forces crushed a Kurdish revolt there in 1991. 

Separately, the Kurdistan Democratic Party, or KDF, said its 
guerrillas killed 15 Turkish Kurdish guerrillas in Gelisofi valley. 

On Saturday, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan accused Turkey of 
bombing its positions with napalm. 

The Turkish foreign ministry has said its jets had raided 
northern Iraq last week, but to attack Turkish Kurdish rebels. The 
military was not available for comment. 

Turkish forces crossed into Iraq last month in the latest of 
several incursions during the past few years to destroy bases used 
by Turkish Kurd rebels, fighting for autonomy within Turkey. 
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“Clashes between Kurdish factions escalate in northern Iraq <¢ 
“Eds: URFDATES with Turkish military shelling Patriotic Union 
positions in new 4th and Sth grafs, ADDS number of Turkish troops in 
nerthern Iraq in 6th graf ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (APD _ An Iraqi Kurdish group said Sunday its 
fighters killed 2@ guerrillas of a rival faction in overnight 
clashes in northern Iraq. 

The reported fighting was part of a recent round of clashes 
between the two groups that broke out earlier this month amid a 
Turkish military operation in the area aimed at Turkish Kurdish 
guerrillas. 

The Kurdistan Democratic Party said it killed 2@ fighters of the 
Fatriotic Union of Kurdistan in the area around Balak, close to the 
Iranian border, said the group's radio, monitored by Turkey’s 
Anatolia news agency. 

The Flatriotic Union claimed Sunday that Turkish army guns joined 
the Democratic Party fighters in firing on its positions around 
Balak 

It said it repulsed the Democratic Party guerrillas around Balak 
but suffered 1@ injuries in the shelling. It also said that Turkish 
jets pounded its positions along a strategic highway which links 
Irbil, the area’s main Kurdish city, to the Iranian border on 
Sunday. 

Turkey has confirmed conducting air raids in northern Iraq over 
the past week, but said the raids were aimed at Turkish Kurdish 
guerrillas. The Turkish army also has some &,@@@ troops in the area 
‘chasing the fighters. 

On Saturday, the Patristic Union of Kurdistan accused Turkey of 
bombing its positions with napalm. Turkey has not commented on the 
claim. 

Earlier in the day the Democratic Party said it recaptured the 
areas of Roli, Zini, Dergala and Serrevas, which were occupied by 
the Patriotic Union on Friday. 

The two groups have been fighting on and cff for years, with a 
truce. reached a year ago. Patriotic Union supports the Turkish 
Kurdish guerrillas, and its rival is allied with Turkey. 

The two Iraqi Kurdish factions operate in an autonomous region 
that has been under the protection of a U.S.-led force since Baghdad 
government forces crushed.a Kurdish revolt there in 1991. 

Separately, the Kurdistan Democratic Party, or KDF, said its 
guerrillas killed 15 Turkish Kurdish guerrillas in Gelisofi valley. 

Turkish forces crossed inte Iraq last month in the latest of 
several incursions during the past few years to destroy bases used 
by Turkish Kurd rebels, fighting for autonomy within Turkey. 
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“Turkey chasing rebels, finds itself enmeshed in Kurdish fighting‘ 
“By SUZAN FRASER= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (APD — Intent on fighting its own Kurdish rebels, 
Turkey has found itself embroiled in the chaotic rivalries of 
northern Iraq's Kurdish population. 

The two main Traqi Kurdish groups resumed fighting this month 
after a year-long lull, and Turkey has been accused of going beyond 
its aim by bombing territories controlled by one of the factions. 

Turkish jets on Sunday pounded several positions, dropping score 
of missiles, wounding 1@ people and forcing thousands to flee, the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, one of the two factions, said Monday. 

Turkey has launched several cross-border incursions over the pas 
‘few years to crush the autenomy-seeking Turkish Kurdish rebels, 
known as the PKK. 

Turkey's military presence has taken a more permanent form in 
recent months. 

In an effort to form a barrier against rebel incursions, Turkish 
troops apparently are trying to control a rugged strip of northern 
Iraq up to 15 kilometers wide along the countries’ 33@-kilometer 
{20Q—-mile) border. The zone is manned by some 8, @2@ soldiers whe 
remained from an incursien last May. 

Last year, the United States withdrew its military coordination 
center from northern Iraq amid increased fighting between the two 
Iraqi Kurdish groups. 

‘“*The West has given up on the Kurds,’’ said Prof. Degu Ergil, 
expert on Kurdish issues at Ankara University. ‘‘They gave them the 
chance to govern themselves, but (the Kurds) never took advantage of 
it, and continued to fight each other.’’ 

The buffer zone has received no criticism even the West, 
indicating that Turkey has received tacit approval from its allies. 

U.S.-led warplanes still monitor a no-fly zone to keep Iraqi 
troops away from the region. 

Baghdad lost control of the region after the Guif War. The 
Western allies allowed the rival Kurdish groups to share power in 
the region, but by 1994, intense clashes and bickering over the 
distribution of revenues ended the arrangement. 

Turkey’s strategy alsa involved pulling one of the rival Iraqi 
Kurdish groups to its side. 

Massoud Barzani’s Kurdistan Democratic Party, which controls 
areas adjacent to the Turkish border, has been aiding the Turkish 
troops since September in offensives against the PKK. 

The alliance helped Turkey to push the PKK into areas controlled 
by Jalal Talabani’s Patriotic Union cf Kurdistan. Talabani’s forces 
and the FKK reportedly have been aiding each cther. 

Turkish planes have been bombing such positions for more than a 
week, 

Although Turkey says the bombing spree is not aimed at Talabani’ 
Pesitions but targets the PKK, it draws Turkey deeper into the 
northern Iraqi conflict. 
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Iraqi Kurdish group says truce with rival faction is over 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) - An Iraqi Kurdish greup said Friday that it 
considered a week-long cease-fire in northern Iraq over because of 

ttacks by Turkish jets and the forces of a rival group. 

Shazad Saib, the Ankara representative of the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan, said heavy fighting was taking place between the 
.factions in the Rawanduz and Koysanjak regions, close to the 
Iranian border. 

"The cease-fire ended with the Turkish air raids followed by 
attacks by the KDP," Saib told The Associated Press in reference 
to the rival group, the Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

The Patriotic Union said Thursday that four Turkish jets fired 
missiles-and dropped incendiary bombs on its positions in several 
Villages some 8@ kilometers (S@ miles) south of the Turkish border, 

The Turkish Foreign Ministry confirmed Friday that Turkish jets’ 
launched raids in northern [Iraq on Thursday, but said they were 
aimed at Turkish Kurdish rebels who maintain bases in the region. 

A Turkish newspaper on Friday claimed that Turkey raided the 
Patriotic Union to force it to retreat to positions it held before 
the new spate of fighting erupted. 

Hurriyet “newspaper said the move was a pre-emptive one, designed 
to prevent the Kurdistan Democratic Party from seeking help from 

raqi President Saddam Hussein. 

The two Iraqi Kurdish groups agreed to a truce a week ago, after 
fighting broke out again on Oct. 12, ending a year-long cease-fire. 

Last year, Saddam’s army crossed the S6th parallel and joined 
forces with the Kurdistan Democratic Party against the rival group. 

The zone north of the parallel, where the two factions used to 
share power, is protected by a U.S.—-led force since the end of the 
Gulf War and it is barred to Saddam’s troops. 
am Turkish forces have entered northern Iraq several times in the 

past few years to destroy the bases used by Turkish Kurdish rebels 
seeking autonomy in Turkey. 

Officials said Friday said more than 2,5@@ rebels had been 
killed in northern Iraq since May. 
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Iraqi Kurd leader accuses Turkey of bombing his positions with 
apalm 
ds: RECASTS throughout with Talabani TV quotes, napalm allegation 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) -— An Iraqi Kurd leader on Saturday accused 
Turkey of bombing his positions with napalm. 

Jalal Talabani, the leader of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, 
also told the London-broadcast MBC television that Turkey had sided 
with the rival Kurdistan Democratic Party in the fighting for 
control of the Kurdish autonomous zone in northern Iraq. 

"Turkish warplanes launched several air raids today using 
internationally-banned napalm bombs, as well as missiles and heavy 
bombs," Talabani told the Arabic-language MBC in a broadcast 
monitored in Caire. 

"They bombarded several areas indiscriminately," Talabani said 
in a phone interview from his headquarters in Sulaimaniya, northern 
Iraq. 4 

He said the air strikes occurred northeast of Rawanduz and in 
the Balisan valley, areas near the Iranian border. 

Earlier Saturday, the PUK accused Turkish fighter-bombers of 
attacking its positions and nearby villages along the strategic 
Hamilton read, which links the virtual capital of the Kurdish zone, 
Irbil, to Iran. 

There was no immediate comment from Turkey. But the Turkish — 
Foreign Ministry said Friday that its fighter-bombers had raided 
northern Iraq, but to attack Turkish Kurdish rebels. 

Separately, the Kurdish Democratic Party, which is led by 
Massoud Barzani, said its fighters repulsed Saturday two attempts 
by the PUK to gain ground near Shaqlawa, a town &5 miles (48 
Kilometers) north of Irbil. 

KDP guerrillas inflicted "huge casualties" on the PUK forces, 
the KDP office in London said in a statement faxed to The 
Associated Press. 

The two Kurdish factions have uneasily shared power in the 
Kurdish zone, an autonomous region that has been under the 
protection of a U.S.-led force since Baghdad government forces 
crushed a Kurdish revolt there in 1991. j 

The KDP accused the PUK of cutting the power lines to Irbil and 
nearby villages, describing the move as "a collective punishment” 
that would adversely affect about 1 million people in the Kurdish 
zone. 

In the television interview, Talabani said the power lines were 
cut but for “technical reasons." 

The PUK said earlier Saturday that the KDP had expelled 1,264 
civilians from Irbil on the grounds that they were "PUK 
sympathizers. " 

On Oct. 17 the two Kurdish groups agreed to a truce after a week 
of fighting that shattered a 12-month cease-fire. 

The United States said Friday that despite cease-fire violations 
this week, the truce seemed to be holding. 

Turkish forces crossed into Iraq last month in the latest of 
several incursions during the past few years to destroy bases used 
by Turkish Kurd separatists. 
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“Opposition groups condemn Turkish ‘“*security zone?’ in Iraqé 
“Eds: DELETES last graf to omit erroneous reference to PUK. ¢ 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) _ Two Iraqi oppositien groups on Tuesday 
condemned Turkey for establishing a buffer zone along its boarder 
with Iraq to deter Kurdish rebel incursions. 

The Supreme Council of the Islamic Revolution in Iraq and the 
Fatriactic Union of Kurdistan said the zone violates Iraq’s 
sovereignty. : 

The Kurdish newspaper Hurriyet said last week that &, @@@ Turkis 
soldiers were in the zone along the 33@-kilometer (221 miles)-long 
border between Turkey and Iraq. 

‘“*We consider the zone a foreign occupation and demand that the 
Turkish troops be withdrew immediately,’’ said SCIRI, a mainly 
Shiite group, in a statement faxed to the Associated Press. 

‘“* The buffer zone is only a first step toward the full Turkish 
occupation of northern Iragq,’’ the PUK said in a separate statement. 

Turkey has launched several cross-border incursions over the pa 
few years to crush the autonomy-seeking Turkish Kurdish rebels, 
known as the PKK. But the guerrillas have returned each time after 
the troops leave. f 

Iraqi Kurds established a de facto state in northern Iraq after 

the 1991 Gulf War, taking advantage of the power vacuum to set up 
bases there. 
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“Turkey chasing rebels, finds itself enmeshed in Kurdish fighting‘ 
“By SUZAN FRASER= 
“Associated Press Writer= ; 

ANKARA, Turkey {APD — Turkey, battling its own Kurdish rebels i 
nerthern Iraqi territory, has cut a deal with a Iraqi Kurdish group 
that may be enmeshing it in a feud between rival Kurdish factions. 

The two main Iraqi Kurdish groups resumed fighting this manth 
after a year-long lull. Turkey, which previously helped mediate 
peace between them, has formed a strategic alliance with one of the 
groups. 

The move has political commentators wondering if Turkey's latest 
strategy in the 13-year old war against autonomy-seeking rebels 
could start _bachtining: 

‘Turkey is being dragged into the bleed feud Wedeiner the Kurds 
of northern Iraq,’’ said Mehmet Ali Birand, a columnist for the 
Sabah daily, 

‘We cannot abandon our fight against the {rebels), but we are 
sliding toward a quagmire.'’ 

Turkey won the help of Massoud Barzani’s Kurdistan Democratic 
Party, which controls areas adjacent to the Turkish border, to crush 
an autonomy-seeking Turkish Kurdish rebel group, the PKK. Barzani’s 
fighters have been aiding the troops since September. 

The alliance helped Turkey to push. the PKK into areas controlled 
by Jalal Talabani’s Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, the rival faction. 

The Patriotic Union accused Turkey of bombing several positions 
in its territory Sunday, dropping scores of missiles, wounding 14 
people and forcing thousands to flee, the Patriotic Union said this 
week, 

Turkey maintains the bombing is not aimed at the Iraqi Kurdish 
group but targets its autenomy-seeking rebels. 

Turkey has made several cross-border incursions in the past few 
years trying to combat the PKK. PKK rebels use northern Iraqi border 
areas to stage attacks in southeastern Turkey. 

The military apparently see the turmoil in northern Iraq as an 
opportunity to step up offensives against the rebels and make. their 
presence there more permanent. 

In an effort to form a barrier against rebel incursions, Turkish 
troops reportedly are trying to control a rugged, 9-mile strip. of 
northern Iraq along the countries’ 28@@-mile border. 

About 8, BAA Turkish soldiers have remained in the zone since a 
May incursion. 

Baghdad lost control ef northern Iraq after the 1991 Persian Gul 
War, and the U.S.-led warplanes still keep Iraqi troops away from 
the region. 

The Western wartime allies allowed the rival Kurdistan Democrati 
Party and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan to share power in the 
area, but intense clashes and bickering ended the arrangement by 
1994. 

Turkey justifies its incursions by contending the power vacuum 
there has allowed its rebels to move freely. 

Although Turkey's Western allies in the past heavily criticized 
its incursions into the region, this time it has chosen to look the 
other way, withholding any criticism of the reported buffer zone. 

“The West has given up on the Kurds,’ said Prof. Dogu Ergil, 
expert on Kurdish issues at Ankara University. ‘“‘They gave them the 
chance to govern themselves, but (the Kurds) never took advantage of 
it, and continued to fight each other.’ 

‘“As long as there is not any massacre, they will let Turkey 
Fight its rebels there,’?’? Ergil said. 

(sf/djw) 

AP-LD-1@-28-97 1739GMT <¢ 








RMAZ496—-—-——-= £503 
r I. BC-Turkey—-Iraqg-Kurds 14-32 @274 — 

233 87 intw rom ank 

“AC-Turkey-Irag-Kurds ¢ 

“Iraqi Kurdish group says Turkish jets pound positions ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _ An Traqgi Kurdish group claimed Turkish je 
-pesumed attacks on its positions Thursday uséng napalm and cluster 
bombs. 

Shazad Saib, the Ankara-based spokesman. for. the Patriotic Union | 
of Kurdistan, said jets pounded an area near the town of Shaglawa in 
the fifth attack by the air force in two weeks. ‘ 

He said more than 25 civilians and 2@ of Patriotic Union fiehtes 
have been killed in the bombings. 

Turkey denies using napalm bombs and of attacking positions of 
the Patriotic Union, contending that the attacks are @imed only at 
autonomy-seeking Turkish Kurdish rebels. 

The rebels maintain bases in woeeherd Iraq from where they Laun 
hit-and-run attacks in southeast Turkey. Turkey has sent troops 
chasing after the rebels several times in the past few years. 

In its latest offensive which began in September, Turkey enliste 
the help of a rival Iraqi Kurdish faction, the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party to combat the rebels, sending the rebels to territories 
cantrolled by the Fatrictic Union. 

Earlier this month, the two Kurdish groups agreed to a “rues 
after a week of fighting that shattered a 1le-month cease-fire. 

But Saib said the two groups resumed fighting around Shaqlawa. 

The two Kurdish factions have uneasily shared power in the 
Kurdish autonomous region in northern Iraq, which has been under the 
protection of a U.S.-led force since Baghdad’s forces crushed a 
Kurdish sevolt there in 1991. ‘ 

Bome 2h, 22g Prarie have died in the Turkish-Kurdish Seneiene 
since 1984. 
(sf) 
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“Kurd groups: Hundreds killed in fierce fighting in northern Iraq‘ 
“Eds: INCORPORATES BC-Turkey-Iraq-Kurds ¢ 
“By MAAMOUN YOUSSEF= 
“OHssaciated Press Writer= 

CAIRG, Egypt (AP) — Rival Kurdish groups said they fought 
Thursday the fiercest battle in northern Iraq since a cease-fire 
collapsed two weeks ago. Casualty estimates ranged from 72 dead to 
hundreds killed or wounded. 

The Fatriotic Union of Kurdistan said it repulsed a three-pronge 
attack by the Kurdistan Democratic Party, killing or wounding 
hundreds of its men. It said the KDF was aided by Turkish air raids 
and artillery shelling that killed more than 25 civilians and 2@ PUK 
men. 

The KDF, which acknowledged it launched the attack, said its 
guerrillas captured some PUK positions and killed more than 6@ PUK 
fighters, including two high ranking military leaders. 

In a statement received in Cairo, the KDF said only 12 of its me 
were killed and a number of others wounded. 

There was no way of confirming the claims of casualties. 

Both groups said the fighting took place around the strategic 
mountain of Beni Harir overlooking Khalifan town and a vital road 
linking the region's de facto capital, Irbil, with Iran. 

A PUK statement faxed to The Associated Press said the battle 
lasted four hours in which ‘“‘our forces heroically repulsed the 
attack and forced the attackers to retreat suffering Hundreds of men 
killed or wounded.'! : 

The statement said the KDP left 17 bodies of their fighters on 
the battle field, including some military commanders. A large 
quantity of weapons and ammunition also was left behind, it said. 

In Ankara, a PUK spokesman, Shazad Saib, said Turkish jets 
pounded an area near the town of Shaglawa, 4@ kilometers (25 miles) 
north of Irbil, in the fifth attack by the air force in two weeks. 

Saib said more than 25 civilians and 2@ of PUK fighters were 
killed in the bombardment comprising internationally-banned napalm 
and incendiary bombs. 

Turkey denies using napalm bombs and of attacking PUK positions, 
contending that the attacks are aimed only at autonomy-seeking 
Turkish Kurd rebels who have set up bases in northern Iraq. 

The PUK said the fighting which started at dawn was the fiercest 
since Oct. 13 when a one-year-old cease-fire collapsed. A subsequent 
truce has been violated several times. 

The two Kurdish factions have uneasily shared power in the 
Kurdish zone, an autonomous region in northern Iraq that has been 
under the protection of a U.S.-led force since Baghdad forces 
crushed a Kurdish revolt there in 1991. 
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Kurd groups: Hundreds killed in fierce fighting in northern Iraq 
Eds: INCORPORATES BC-Turkey-Iraq-Kurds 

By MAAMOUN YOUSSEF 

Associated Press Writer 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — Rival Kurdish groups said they fought 
Thursday the fiercest battle in northern Iraq since a cease-fire 

@cisapses two weeks ago. Casualty estimates ranged from 72 dead to 
hundreds killed or’ wounded. : 

The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan said it repulsed a : 
three-pronged attack by the Kurdistan Democratic Party, killing or 
wounding hundreds of its men. It said the KDP was aided by Turkish 
air raids and artillery shelling that killed more than 25 civilians 
and 22 PUK men. 

The KDP, which acknowledged it launched the attack, said its 
guerrillas captured some PUK positions and killed more than 6@ PUK 
fighters, including two high ranking military leaders. 

In a statement received in Cairo, the KDP said only 12 of its 
men were killed and a number of others wounded. 

There was no way of confirming the claims of casualties. 

Both groups said the fighting took place around the strategic 
mountain of Beni Harir overlocking Khalifan town and a vital road 
linking the region’s de facto capital, Irbil, with Iran. 

A PUK statement faxed to The Associated Press said the battle 
lasted four hours in which "our forces heroically repulsed the 
attack and forced the attackers to retreat suffering hundreds of 

@..: killed or wounded." 

The statement said the KDP left 17 bodies of their fighters on 
the battle field, including some military commanders. A large 
quantity of weapons and ammunition also was left behind, it said. 

In Ankara, a PUK spokesman, Shazad Saib, said Turkish jets 
pounded an area near the town of Shaqlawa, 4@ kilometers (25 miles) 
north of Irbil, in the fifth attack by the air force in two’ weeks. 

Saib said more than 25 civilians and 2@ of PUK fighters were 
killed in the bombardment comprising internationally-banned napalm 
and incendiary bombs. 

Turkey denies using napalm bombs and of attacking PUK positions, 
contending that the attacks are aimed only at autonomy-seeking 
Turkish Kurd rebels who have set up bases in northern Iraq. 

& The PUK said the fighting which started at dawn was. the fiercest 
since Oct. 13 when a one-year-old cease-fire collapsed. A 
subsequent truce has been violated several times.. 

The two Kurdish factions have uneasily shared power in the 
Kurdish zone, an autonomous region in northern Iraq that has been 
under the protection of a U.S.-led force since Baghdad forces 
crushed a Kurdish revolt there in 1991. 
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“Iraqi Kurdish group says it launches attack on rival in northern 
Iraq ¢ 
“Eds: UPDATES with Turkish artillery and air bombardment in 1@th 
graf, PUK claims of repulsing attacks by rival group in 7th and 8th 
grafs, CLARIFIES casualty figure in 4th graf refers to the past two 
days, ADDS byline ¢ 
“By SELCAN HACAGGLU= 
“Associated Press Writer= he 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _— An Iragi Kurdish group said it launched a 
three-pronged attack against a rival faction in northern Iraq early 
Saturday, but its rival claimed it repulsed the attacks. 
‘“*Our forces are proceeding with great success,'’’ Fair Nerweyi 4a 
spokesman for the Kurdistan Democratic Party, or KDE, told The 
Associated Press here in announcing the offensive. 
The attacks come after several days of fighting in the Kurdish 
autonomous zone, which has been under the protection of a U.S.-led 
force since Iraqi government forces crushed a Kurdish revolt there 
in.-4991. 
More than S@ Kurdish guerrillas have been killed in earlier 
Clashes on Thursday and Friday, the Kurdistan Democratic Party said. 
The group said its offensive Saturday against the Patriotic Unig 
of Kurdistan, or PUK, stretched from Degalah, east of main Kurdish 
city Irbil, to Shaqlawa, further north. 
**QOur target is to push PUK behind the cease-fire line,’’ Nerwe 
said in reference to a U.S.~-brokered ceasefire line. 
But the rival group Patriotic ee claimed that it repulsed th 
attacks south of Shaqlawa. 
‘*Democratic Party fighters had to retreat towards Hiran; furth 
north,’’ Shazad Saib, representative of Patriotic Union told The AF. 
The two groups, who have uneasily shared control of the Kurdish 
autonomous zone in northern Iraq since 1991, resumed fighting in 
October after observing the U.S.-brokered cease-fire for 12 months. 
Saib also claimed that Turkish jets and artillery: units shelled 
their positions in the south of Shaglawa on Saturday. He did AS 
give any casualty figure. 
Turkish military officials were not available for comment on th 





clain. 

Earlier in the day Saib claimed a number of civilians were killée 
on Friday as a result of Turkish shelling in the town of Kuysanjaq, 
seuth of Degalah. 

Foreign ministry spokesman Necati Utkan said earlier Saturday 
that Turkish troops, stationed in the area, and air force have been 
conducting cperations since mid-December against Turkish Kurdish 
rebels who took shelter in areas controlled by the Patriotic Union. 

Patriotic Unien and Turkish Kurdish rebels formed an alliance 
earlier this year when the KDF began supporting Turkish forces in 
eross-border operations against the separatist Turkish Kurdish 
guerrillas, who have bases in northern Iraq. 

Turkey has established a buffer zone in northern Iraq to keep 
Turkish Kurdish rebels away from its borders. 

Meanwhile, in operations within Turkey, Turkish troops killed 24 
Turkish Kurdish rebels in the southeast, the regional governor’s 
office said. It was not clear when the clashes took place. 

The report could not he verified independently. One soldier alsy 
was reported to have been. killed. 
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“BC-Turkey-Iraqg—Kurds ¢ 
“Some 1@@ killed in escalating clashes in northern Iraq‘ ¥ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _ Fighting between two rival Kurdish factio 
in northern Iraq escalated Sunday, with unconfirmed reports of 
casualties reaching 97. : 

: Fighting resumed with dawn Sunday near the strategic town of 

Degala, a spokesman for one of the groups said. Both sides were 
using heavy artillery, Shazad Saib of the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan said. Degala lies S@ kilometers (2@ miles) southeast of 
the regional capital, Irbil. 

Saib repeated his group's claims that Turkish jets were bombing 
their positions, in support of the rival Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

The Party's radio, monitored by Anatolia News Agency, said 67 
Unien fighters were killed in recent fighting at several fronts. The 
Union's radio station, also monitored by Anatolia, said 3@ rival 
guerrillas were killed. 

Saib said Turkish tanks were south of Irbil, providing artiller 
backup to the Party. 

““This is the deepest incursion ever by the Turkish military in 
Iraqi Kurdistan,"’' Saib said. Irbil is 2@@ kilometers (125 miles) 
south of the Turkish border. 

Thousands of Turkish troops, backed by tanks and air power, hav 
carried out large-scale operations in northern Iraq in the last few , 
years against Turkish Kurdish rebels who have bases there. But none 
of the past incursions exceeded S@ kilometers (32 miles). 

Military officials were not available for comment. 

Turkey has recently announced it will maintain a regular troop 
presence in the Kurdish enclave, which has been under the protection 
of a U.S.-led air force keeping Baghdad away since the Gulf War. 

Mediation efforts by the United States, England and Turkey over 
the years between the rival Kurds have not been successful. 

Meanwhile, in southeastern Turkey, Kurdish rebels killed five 
Villagers and a pro-government militia Saturday night near the town 
of Siirt, Anatolia reported. In clashes near Sirnak, near the Iraqi 
border, 15 rebels were killed, it added. 
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“RETRANSMITTING to fix coding < 
“Some 1@@ killed in escalating clashes in northern Iraq¢ 
' ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _ Fighting between two rival Kurdish factio 

in northern Iraq escalated Sunday, with uncenfirmed reports of 
casualties reaching 97. 

Fighting resumed with dawn Sunday near the strategic town of 
Degala, a spokesman for one of the groups said. Both sides were 
using heavy artillery, Shazad Saib of the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan said. Degala lies 3@ kilometers (2@ miles) southeast of 
the regional capital, Irbil. 

Saib repeated his group’s claims that Turkish jets were bombing 
their positions, in support of the rival Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

The Farty’s radio, monitored by Anatolia News Agency, said 67 
Union fighters were killed in recent fighting at several fronts. The 
Union’s radio station, also monitored by Anatolia, said 3@ rival 
guerrillas were killed. . 

Saib said Turkish tanks were south of Irbil, providing artiller 
backup to the Party. 

““This is the deepest incursion ever by the Turkish military in 
Iraqi Kurdistan,’’ Gaib said. Irbil is 2@@ kilometers (125 miles) 
south of the Turkish border. 

Theusands of Turkish troops, backed by tanks and air power, hav 
carried out large-scale operations in northern Iraq in the last few 
years against Turkish Kurdish rebels whe have bases there. But none 
of the past incursions exceeded S@ kilometers (30 miles). 

: Military officials were not available for comment. 

Turkey has recently announced it will maintain a regular troap 
presence in the Kurdish enclave, which has been under the protection 
of a U.S.-led air force keeping Baghdad away since the Gulf War. 

Mediation efforts by the United States, England and Turkey over 
the years between the rival Kurds have not been successful. 

Meanwhile, in southeastern Turkey, Kurdish rebels killed five 
Villagers and a pro-government militia Saturday night near the town 
of Siirt, Anatolia reported. In clashes near Sirnak, near the Iraqi 
border, 15 rebels were killed, it added. 
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“Report: Turkey strengthens forces in northern Iraq with 
paratroapers ¢ 
“By SELCAN HACADGLU= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _ Turkey has dropped paratroopers in an area 
close to Iran to reinforce its forces in nerthern Iraq, an Iraqi 
Kurdish group claimed Monday. 

The paratroopers were dropped on Mt. Sari Hassan Beg, a few 
kilometers (miles) from Iran soon after Turkish jets and tanks 
pounded positions of Patriotic Union of Kurdistan on Sunday, the 
group said in a statement. 

Maj. Tolga Kose, a spokesman for the Turkish General Staff, woul 
not comment. 

‘*Turkish aerial bombardment was concentrated in Gasri village 
this morning,’’ Shazad Saib, a spokesman for Patriotic Union told 
The Associated Press on Monday. 

A London-based Kurdish television station, MED, said Monday that 
tens of civilians were killed in Turkish bombardment on Sunday and 
Monday. 

Turkey has been saying that the air assaults were aimed at 
Turkish Kurdish rebels who hide in areas controlled by the Patrictic 
Union. 

Meanwhile another Iraqi Kurdish group, Kurdistan Democratic 
Party, which has been fighting with Patriotic Union for the control 
of the region, said it recaptured several areas it lost in recent 
clashes. ; 

‘“*‘We got control of Sidekan and Choman towns and GQasri,’’ Faik 
Nerweyi, a spokesman for the Democratic Party told the AP. ‘*The 
Fatriotic Union and Turkish rebels are retreating in disarray 
towards the border post of Haj Umran,’’ near Iran. 

The Patriotic Unicon acknowledged the retreat, Turkey’s Anatolia 
news agency said, quoting the group’s radio. ; 

The two Iraqi Kurdish groups, which have uneasily shared power j 
northern Iraq since 1991, resumed fighting Oct. 12, shattering a 
U.S. -brokered cease-fire that had lasted for 12 months. 

Turkish troops are reportedly supporting the Democratic Party 
against an alleged cellaboratiaon between Patristic Union and Turkish 
Kurdish guerrillas, who have been fighting for autonomy within 
Turkey. 

Turkey has recently established a buffer zone along its border 
inside Iraq ta prevent the infiltration by Turkish Kurdish rebels 
which stage hit-and-run attacks from their bases in northern Iraq. 

The war between Turkish troops and Kurdish rebels has claimed 
28,8222 lives since 1984. 
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“Iraqi Kurdish group accuses Turkey of pushing on with attacks ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — An Iragi Kurdish group en Thursday accuse 
Turkey of launching new ground and air attacks against its positions 
in northern Iraq, in areas beyond an internationally-brokered 
demarcation line. 

The Patriotic Unien of Kurdistan said it had pulled back beyond 
cease-fire line after recent joint onslaughts by Turkish troops and 
its rival faction, the Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

“*Despite assertions by the government of Turkey that its. 
military intervention was limited to pushing the PUK back to the 
demarcated cease-fire lines, the combined forces... continue toa 
attack,’’ the group said in statement faxed to The Associated Press. 

It said Turkish artillery and airforce attacked positions 
scutheast of Rawanduz, near the Iranian border. 

Turkish foreign ministry spokesman Haldun Otman said Turkey had 
asked the group to withdraw back to the demarcation lines, but 
denied any attacks on the group. Turkish offensives were limited tea 
autonamy-seeking Turkish Kurdish rebels, he said. 

The Democratic Party also denied the report. 

‘““For us the fighting is over,’’ said Faik Nerweyi, an 
Ankara-based party spokesman. 

Turkey, chasing rebels in northern Iraq, has reportedly sided 
with the Democratic Party in the fight for cantrol of the Kurdish 
autonomous zone, after the Patriotic Union gave refuge to the 
guerrillas in areas under its control. : 

The cease-fire line between the two Iraqi Kurdish groups was 
arranged by U.S., British and Turkish mediators last year. But the 
rival factions resumed fighting Oct. 12, shattering the year-old 
agreement. 

Turkey has recently established a buffer zene along its border 
inside Iraq to prevent the infiltration by Turkish Kurdish rebels 
which stage hit-and-run attacks from their bases in northern Iraq. 

Northern Iraq is under the protection of a U.S. -led force sinc 
Baghdad government forces crushed a Kurdish revolt there in 1991. 
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“Tragi Kurdish group claims it defeated rival ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD ~ An Iragi Kurdish group said it called of Ff 
its attacks on a rival group on Monday because it has regained areas 
captured by its rival in recent fighting, the greup said. 

The Kurdistan Democratic Party, of KDP, said it ‘‘decided ta hal 
military activities as of 1@@@ GMT Monday against the Patriotic 
Unien of Kurdistan to give peace efforts a chance to succeed.’’ 

The two Iraqi Kurdish groups, which have shared power in norther 
Traq since 1991, resumed fighting Oct. 12, shattering a 
U.S.-brokered cease-fire that had lasted for 12 months. 

““We demand that the Patriatic Union... accept the peace proces 
in the interest of the Kurdish people and that of its own,’’ the KDF 
said, adding it would nevertheless defend itself if attacked by the 
Fatriotic Union or by their Turkish Kurdish rebel allies. 

The KDF recently claimed victory in clashes which reportedly 
Claimed hundreds of lives. 
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“Iraqi Kurdish groups agree to observe ceasefire ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — An Iraqi Kurdish group said Tuesday it 
would go along with a cease-fire declared by its rival a day 
earlier. 

“*‘We are looking forward to efforts to find a genuine, lasting 
peace,’’ Shazad Saib, Ankara representative of the Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan, told The Associated Press. 

Its bitter rival, the Kurdistan Democratic Party, announced a 
halt of military activity on Monday after regaining areas captured 
by the Patriotic Union in recent fighting. 

The two Traqi Kurdish groups, which have shared power in northe 
Iraq since 1991, had resumed fighting Oct. 12, shattering a 12 
month-long cease-fire that had been mediated jointly by the United 
States, Britain and Turkey. 

But Saib said the Patriotic Union, which has accused the Turkis 
military of bombing its positions, said it no longer wanted Ankara 
to be part of the mediation efforts. 

““Turkey is a part of the fight, not part of peace,’' Saib said. 

Turkey, chasing its own rebels in northern Iraq, has reportedly 
sided with the Democratic Party in the fight for control of the 
Kurdish autonomous zone, after the Patriotic Union gave refuge to 
the guerrillas in areas under its coentrel. 

Turkish officials have denied that attacks targeted the group, 
saying offensives were limited to autonomy-seeking Turkish Kurdish 
rebels. The rebels maintain bases in northern Iraq to launch 
hit-and-run attacks against Turkey. 
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“Mild quake shakes northern Iraq, causes panic in Turkey ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _ A mild earthquake jolted northern Iraq 
early Tuesday and caused panic in Turkey, the Anatolia news agency 
said. No damage or injuries were reported. 

The quake struck the Iraqi border town of Zakhu at 5.16 a.m. 
{@3i6é GMT), and had a preliminary magnitude of 4.5, the 
Istanbul-based Kandilli observatory said. 

Zakhu lies just, across the Turkish border crossing of Habur. 

The quake sent residents into the streets in Turkey’s Uludere 
border town, where it was also felt, Anatolia said. 


Turkey’s entire eastern region straddles the Anatolian fault, 
earthquake-prone belt. 
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“BC-Turkey-irag-Kurds ¢ 
“Turkish jets bomb Kurdish rebel camps in northern Iraq ( 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Turkish warplanes on Monday bombed camps 
maintained by rebel Kurds along the Iranian border in northern Iraq, 
Turkey's semi-official news agency. 

Turkish ground troops also attacked rebel positions on the 
snow-covered Kel Mehmet and Cudi mountains, near the Turkish border, 
the agency said. 

Military officials were not available for camment and no casual 
figures were released for the latest two-week old offensive against 
Turkish Kurds based in Iraq. 

About 2@,@@@ Turkish soldiers and 8,@@@ fighters of an allied 
Tragi group, the Kurdistan Democratic Party, are taking part in the 
offensive, one of many cross-border raids over the last two years. 

, The rebels have fought since 1984 for autonomy in southeastern 
Turkey. The war has killed about £28,@@2@ people. 

Meanwhile, at least nine people were killed, and 1@ others were 
injured Monday in southeast Turkey when a minivan hit a land mine 
believed to have been laid by the rebels. 

Both the rebels and Turkish troops mine roads in their conflict 
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“BC-Turkey-Irag-Kurds ¢ 
“Turkish army claims killing 142 Kurdish rebels in Iraq<¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Turkish armed forces have killed 182 
Kurdish rebels in northern Iraq over the past 1@ days, the general 
staff claimed on Tuesday. 

About 2@,@@@ Turkish soldiers, backed by helicopter gunships, 
jets and armored units have been attacking rebel bases in the area 
since Dec. 5. : 
Some 8,@@2 fighters of an allied Iragi Kurd group, the Kurdista 
Democratic Party, were also supporting the Turkish soldiers in the 
operation in areas close to Iranian border. 

According to the general staff no soldiers were killed or injur 
in the operation which ended on Monday. 

The report could not be verified independently. 

Turkey has established a buffer zone inside Iraq and stationed 
thousands of troops along the Iraqi-Turkish border to keep the 
rebels away from Turkey. 

It was not clear if the troops when the troops would return to 
Turkey. 

The general staff said the troops have inflicted great losses o 
the Kurdish rebels by seizing tons of food and hundreds of weapons 
from guerrilla shelters before winter. 

The guerrillas, fighting for autonomy in Turkey’s southeast, 
stage hit and run attacks from their bases in northern Iraq. 

The war has killed about 28,@@@ people since 1984. 

(sh-fd) 
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“Turkish Parliament extends mandate of U.S.-led force protecting 
Kurds ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Parliament on Thursday extended the mandat 
of a U.S.-led allied force protecting Iraqi Kurds in northern Iraq 
from the forces of President Saddam Hussein. 

By a show of hands, deputies extended through June 3@ the term 
Operation Northern Watch, which is enforcing a no-fly zone north of 
the 36th parallel in Iraq. Iraqi Kurds maintain a de facto 
autonomous state in northern Iraq under the mission’s protection. 

The operation’s mandate has been renewed every six months since 
the end of the 1991 Gulf War. 

‘“Peace and stability in northern Iraq has not yet been 
‘achieved,''’ said State Minister Yucel Seckiner in a speech toa 
Parliament seeking support for the extension. 

More than 45 U.S. and British planes and 1,4@@ personnel are pay 
of the mission, which is based at the southern Turkish airbase of 
Incirlik. 
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“Turkish Parliament extends mandate of U.S.-led force protecting 
Kurds ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — Turkey's Parliament has extended the 
mandate of a U.S.-led allied force protecting Kurds in northern Iraq 
from the forces of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 

Deputies on Thursday extended the term cf Operation Northern 
Watch to June 3@, enforcing a no-fly zone north of the 36th 
parallel. 

Iraqi Kurds maintain a de facto autonomous state in northern Ir 
under the mission’s protection. The operation’s mandate has been 
renewed every six months since the end of the 1991 Persian Gulf War. 

More than 45 U.S. and British planes and 1,4@@ personnel are pa 
of the mission. 
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“Iraq condemns Turkish extension of mandate for allies < 
“By WAIEL FALEH= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

Baghdad, Iraq (AP) _ Iraq on Friday criticized Turkey's extensi 
of the mandate of U.S.-led allied forces protecting Kurds in 
nerthern Iraq as an ‘‘act of aggression’’ against Iraq. 

The Turkish Parliament on Thursday extended threugh June 3@ the 
term of GQperation Northern Watch, which is enforcing a no-fly zone 
nerth of the 36th parallel in Iraq. Iraqi Kurds maintain a de facto 
autonomeus state in northern Iraq under the mission's protection. 

The operation’s mandate has been renewed every six months since 
the end of the 1991 Gulf War and is aimed at protecting the Kurds 
from the forces of Iragi President Saddam Hussein. 

‘*The six-month extension of the aggression forces of the Unite 
States and Britain is an act of aggression by itself against Iraq,’’ 
the Iraqi Foreign Ministry said in a statement late Thursday. 

‘*Traqg holds the Turkish government fully responsible for its 
irresponsible policy which inflicts dangerous damage on Iraq’s 
sovereignty and security,’’ said the statement which was carried by 
the Iraqi News Agency on Friday. 

“*We express cur condemnation of the Turkish decision. We advis| 
the Turkish government and Parliament members, who voted for the 
decision, to reconsider their irresponsible political stands toward 
relations with Iraq and to understand that plots against Iraq will 
not solve the Kurdish problem.'? 

More than 45 U.S. and British planes and 1,4@@ personnel are paj 
of the mission, which is based at the southern Turkish airbase of 
Incirlik. 

Iraqi newspapers on Friday also attacked Turkey’s decision to 
extend the mandate. 

*“*Most Turks know that the presence of these forces is against 
Turkish interests and security as well as Iraq’s, but they insist on 
sacrificing Turkish interests in the region. This decision shows the 
extent of pressure exerted on the Parliament members,'’’ state-run 
al-Thawra daily said in an editorial. 

‘““By extending the mandate, the Turks make the job of the 
aggressors easier and make the lives of Iraq’s Kurds harder,’'’ said 
the al-Iraq daily. 

“WF—-s f ¢ 
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“Iraq condemns Turkish extension of mandate for allies < 
“Eds: INCORPORATES Turkey-Iraq-Kurds ¢ 
“By WAIEL FALEH= ; 
“Associated Press Writer= : 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) _ Iraq on Friday condemned Turkey's extensio 
of the mandate of U.S.-led allied forces protecting Kurds in 
northern Iraq as an ‘‘act of aggression’’ against Iraq. 

The Turkish Parliament on Thursday extended through June 3@ the 
term of Operation Northern Watch, which is enforcing a no-fly zone 
north of the 36th parallel in Iraq. 

‘*The six-month extension of the aggression forces of the United 
States and Britain is an act of aggression by itself against Iraq,’” 
the Iraqi Foreign Ministry said in a statement carried by the Iraqi 
News Agency on Friday. 

Iragi Kurds maintain a de facto autonomous state in northern Ird 
under the mission’s protection. The operation’s mandate has been 
renewed every six months since the end of the 1991 Gulf War and is 
aimed at protecting the Kurds from the forces of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 

‘“*Iraq holds the Turkish government fully responsible for its 
irresponsible policy which inflicts dangerous damage on Iraq’s 
sovereignty and security,’’ said the statement, 

‘“*‘We express our condemnation of the Turkish decision. We advis¢ 
the Turkish government and parliament members, who voted for the 
decision, to reconsider their irresponsible political stands toward 
relations with Iraq and to understand that plots against Iraq will 
not solve the Kurdish problem.’’ ‘ 

More than 45 U.S. and British planes and 1,4@@ personnel are pay 
of the mission, based at the southern Turkish airbase of Incirlik. 
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“Traq condemns Turkish attacks along its northern border ( 

BAGHDAD, IRAG (AP) _ Iraq has condemned. Turkey for a new milita 
foray into northern Iraq and called for an immediate withdrawal of 
troops, the government-run newspaper al-—Jumhuriya reported Saturday. 

Turkey has mounted a “‘fresh military aggressicon’’ against Iraq, 
using infantry and warplanes, the paper said. 

Iraq ‘‘strongly condemns’’ the cperation, al-Jumhuriya said. 
Turkey should ‘‘withdraw its troops immediately and stop carrying 
out practices which run contrary to the principles of international 
law.?? 

In Ankara, a Turkish defense ministry official confirmed te The 
Associated Press that ‘‘an operation has been under way in northern 
Iraq over the past few days.'’ 

The official refused to give details, but added: *‘Turkey 
respects Iraq’s territorial integrity, but cannot allow terrorists 
to attach it from Iraq.’’ 

Turkey has been conducting search-and-destroy missions aananed 
guerrillas of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party or PKK for the past few 
months in nerthern Iraq. 

The Turkish newspaper Zaman reported Saturday that Turkish 
warplanes had bombed PKK camps Friday in northern Iraq, but it gave 
no casualty figures. 

The Iraqi newspaper quoted a Foreign Ministry spokesman as sayi 
the instability in southeastern Turkey was partly due to Ankara’s 
allowing the U.S.-led allied forces to continue their air-cover 
protection of Kurds in northern Iraq. 

On Friday Iraq criticized Turkey's extension of the mandate of 
the U.S.-led force policing the no-fly zone. A Kurdish autonomous 
zone was created in northern Iraq after Baghdad government forces 
put down a Kurdish revolt there after the 1991 Gulf War over Kuwait. 

The Turkish Parliament on Thursday extended through June 3@ the 
term of Operation Northern Watch, which is providing air-cover for 
the zone, 

Al-—Jumhuriya said the no-fly zone has created a power vacuum th 
allowed the PKK rebels to use the area as a springboard for attacks 
in Turkey's southeast. 

Iraqi Kurdish rebels of the Kurdistan Democratic Farty, led by 
Massoud Barzani, are reported to be aiding Turkish troops against 
the PKK. 
“lb-sh-jbm> 
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“Turkey says troaps helping Iraqi Kurds in northern Iraq ( 

ANKARA, Turkey (AF) ~ Turkey’s latest military drive in northern 
Iraq was to aide Iraqi Kurds battling autonomy-seeking Turkish 
Kurdish rebels, its foreign ministry said Monday. - 

Spokesman Necati Utkan told reporters the Iraqi Kurdish group, 
the Kurdistan Democratic Party, had organized an attack on Turkish 
Kurdish rebel bases. 

‘*The Turkish security forces provided support for this 
operation,’’ Utkan said. ‘*The operation is limited in scope and 
duration. The operation may have already ended.'? 

Turkish forces have conducted several offensives against the 
guerrillas of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party in northern Iraq over the 
past few months, some of them in alliance with the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party which controls regions along the Turkish border. 

Turkey has also set up a buffer zone along the border, and has 
left an unspecified number of troops in the region since May. 

Iraq called this latest intervention an aggression and demanded 
an immediate withdrawal of troops. 

Utkan said the latest offensive took place on Gara mountain, 
close to the Iragi-Turkish border, but would not give any further 
details. 


| 


The guerrillas use bases in northern Iraq to launch attacks on 
Turkish targets. 

A Kurdish autonomous zone was created in northern Iraq after 
Baghdad government forces put down a Kurdish revolt there after the 
1991 Gulf War. 
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“RETRANSMITTING to fix codes ¢ 
“Tragi Kurdish group proposes peace to rival factien(¢ 

CAIRO, Egypt (AFD — An Iranian-supported. Kurdish group is 
offering toe end hastilities with its main rival in northern Iraq, 
the organization said Friday. 

Jalal Talabani, leader of the FPatrictic Union of Kurdistan, 
offered ta make peace with rival Massoud Barzani, leader of the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party, in a letter Wednesday. The offer was 
breadcast Friday on PUK radio and monitored by the British 
Broadcasting Corp. in London. 

“<The PUK extends to you... a hand ef brotherheod and 
reconciliation with the aim of reaching general reconciliation,’’ 
the radie queated Talabani as saying in his letter. 

The rival Kurdish groups have -contrelled northern Iraq with the 
backing of the United States, Britain and France since shortly after 
the 1991 Gulf War. The two, however, have fought bitterly. Iran has 
supported the PUK while Iraq has helped the KDP. 

The letter called for reunifying the regional government, 
recanstituting a unified Cabinet in which all Kurdish factions are 
represented and ultimately, free elections for a Kurdish parliament 
in northern Iraq. ; 

A similar preposal made by the FUK and its allies in June was 
rejected by the KDPF. ‘ 

The United States, Britain and France established a protected 
area for Kurds in nerthern Iraq after Baghdad crushed a Kurdish 
rebellion following the 1991 Gulf War. Iraq has sought to re-exert 
its influence over the Kurdish enclave. 
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“Iraq says deportation of Kurds from Kirkuk legal ¢ 
“By LEON BARKHO= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) _ Iraq admitted Sunday that it had expelled 
number of Kurdish families from the northern city of Kirkuk but said 
the action was in line with Iraqi laws. 

The official Al-Qadissiya newspaper said several Kurdish famili 
had emigrated to the oil-rich Kirkuk province ‘‘in violation of 
measures organizing the movement of people between Iraqi provinces’’ 
and that Iraqi authorities sent them to Irbil, which is part of the 
Kurdish autonomous area. 

The newspaper was responding to reports in Western media that 
accused Iraqi authorities of evicting about 1@@ Kurdish families 
from Kirkuk, which is under Iraqi government control. 

Kirkuk is 24@ kilometers (145 miles) north of the capital 
Baghdad, and Irbil is &85 kilometers (3@ miles) northwest of Kirkuk. 

Latif Rashid, the London spokesman of the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan, told The Associated Press in an interview last month that 
the deportation was part of a campaign to *‘‘Arabize’’ Kirkuk. 

The PUK’s radio said the families had moved to Chamchamal, a to 
in the Kurdish autonomous zone that is 4@ kilometers (25 miles) east 
of Kirkuk. 

The families have been housed in a school and sports stadium in 
Chamchamal, the radio said. 

Iragi Kurds say the forced resettiement of Kurds from the 
government-run sector is part of a campaign to ‘‘Arabize’’ the city 
of Kirkuk, which has a Kurdish majority. 

But Al-Thawra, the paper of the ruling Baath party, quoted an 
unnamed Interior Ministry official as saying that ‘‘the transfer of 
people from one province to another is governed by well-defined laws 
and instructions, and is not carried out arbitrarily.’ 

Al-Thawra justified the action by saying that most countries in 
the world oerganize the movement of people from one area to another. 

The Iranian-backed PUK and its rival, the Baghdad-supported 
Kurdistan Democratic Party, have uneasily shared control of the 
autonomous zone since it was set up by the United Sates, Britain and 
France after Iraqi forces put down a Kurdish uprising following the 
1991 Gulf War. 

The Iraqi Kurds, whe have historically dominated the north of t 
country, number about 3.5 million people. 
“L_B-eap ¢ 
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“Britain's Cock’s remarks strains relations with Turkey ¢ . 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) ~ In a step likely te aggravate Turkey’s 
tense relations with the European Union, Ankara has asked Britain 
for clarification over remarks by the Foreign Secretary Robin Cook 
questioning Turkey’s borders, the foreign ministry said Wednesday. 

In a Jan. 4 interview with BRC television’s “*Breakfast with 
Frost’” program, Cock said: ‘There are a lot of very serious 
reasons why Turkey is not now, and will not be for the foreseeable 
future, a credible candidate: its recerd on human rights, the fact 
that its eastern border is not one that’s very clear.’? 

“The ministry made its disappointment be known to the British 
ambassador,’’ Foreign Ministry spokesman Necati Utkan told 
reporters. . 

A transcript of the interview was made available to reporters b 
the Turkish foreign ministry. 

A British embassy official said Cock was referring toa 
cross-border offensives against Turkish Kurdish rebel hideouts in 
northern Iraq. ‘‘He did not mean that Turkey’s border’s were 
questionable,’’ an official said on condition of anonymity. 

Turkey has been waging a i3-year old war against autonomy seeki 
Kurds and has sent troops across border in pursuit of the rebels. 

Turkey has also established a buffer zone along the border in 
northern Iraq to prevent rebel infiltration. : 

Last month, in a& move that angered Turkey, the EU excluded the 
country from a list of candidates it intends to start membership 
negotiations with, citing human rights problems, the cccupation of 
Cyprus and disputes with EU-member Greece. 

Britain currently holds the EU presidency. 

(sf-fd) : 
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“Traqi Kurdish group helds reconciliation talks in Turkey ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _— An Iraqi Kurdish group on Tuesday held 
talks with Turkish officials in an effort to overcome differences 
after it accused Turkey. of launching several air raids on its 
positions. 

But reconciliation seemed far from imminent. : 

“*We are not the ones responsible for the break down of peace 
talks,''’ said Barham Saleh, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan'’s 
Washington representative who led the Iraqi Kurdish delegation. 

The group criticized Turkey in Nevember for forming an alliance 
with a rival faction during one of several cross-border incursions 
inte northern Iraq and held Turkey responsible for the failure of 
joint Turkish, British, and U.S. negotiations for peace between the 
warring groups. 

Turkey has denied attacking the group, saying its raids were 
limited to its own autonomy-seeking Kurdish rebels who maintain 
bases in northern Iraq. It accused the Patriotic Union of giving 
refuge to guerrillas in areas under its control. | 

The rival Iragi Kurdish factions resumed fighting Oct. 12, 
shattering a year-old agreement brokered by the allies. 

Northern Iraq is under the protection of a U.S. -led force sinc 
Baghdad government forces crushed a Kurdish revolt there in 1991. 
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“BC-Iraq-Kurds ¢ 
“Iraqi Kurdish leader offers peace to rival( | 

CAIRO, Egypt (AFP) _ The leader of an Iraqi Kurdish faction said 
Saturday that he was ready to end a dispute with his main rival that 
has left hundreds of guerrillas dead in two years of fighting. 

But the terms that Massoud Barzani, leader of the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, set are unlikely to be acceptable to his rival,. 
Jalal Talabani of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 

Last month, Talabani suggested that the two parties, which 
dominate the Kurdish areas of northern i op should share political 
power. 

The two Kurdish factions have contested for supremacy in northe 
Iraq, an area that has been under the protection of U.S.-led forces 
since Iraq crushed a Kurdish revolt there in 1991. 

In his response, Barzani said in a letter to Talabani that ‘‘th 
road of pregress for Kurdistan passes threugh, reconciliation, 
brotherhood and peace.’’ 

But he said that while he was ready to allow the PUK to engage 
political activities in areas under his control, he would not accept 
the pareyp’s militia. 

He also said Ghat he weuld not give back any land captured in 
recent fighting and would not share revenues from border crossing 
points. 

He also demanded that the PUK expel Turhish Kurdish fighters fr 
the area under its control and improve its ties with Turkey. 

The PUK has rejected such demands in the past. 
“sn-im 
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“Rival Kurdish parties agree to maintain ceasefire< 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) _ Two rival Kurdish groups met in northern 
Iraq Thursday for first the time since a December ceasefire and 
agreed to keep the truce intact. 

Representatives of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party also agreed to an unconditional release of 
all prisoners to consolidate their peace. 

There is no exact number of prisoners being held by either side. 

"The two parties agreed to maintain the ceasefire and to resort 
to dialogue in solving problems," said a joint statement faxed to The 
Associated Press in Cairo. 

The two sides also agreed to cease propaganda campaigns against 
each other and "build mutual confidence between the two parties to 
make the peace process succeed," the statement said. 

Last month, PUK leader Jalal Talabani offered to make peace with 
rival KDP leader Massoud Barzani. 

The rival Kurdish groups have controlled northern Iraq with the 
backing of the United States, Britain and France since shortly after 
the 1991 Gulf War. The two, however, have fought bitterly. Iran has 
supported the PUK while Iraq has helped the KDP. 
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“Iraqi Kurds agree te exchange prisoners ¢ 

CAIRO, Egypt (AFP) _ Two rival Kurdish factions controlling part 
af northern Iraq have decided ta exchange prisoners and set up joint 
Panels to deal with humanitarian work, one of the groups reported. 

The decision was announced after a meeting Thursday between 
representatives of the Kurdistan Democratic Party and the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan, KDF radia reported Thursday. The breadcast was 
monitored by the British Breadcasting Corp. and reported Tuesday. 

It said the delegations exchanged lists with names of prisoners 
toa be swapped next week, and also formed three joint committees to 
deal with the U.N. oil-for-food program, electricity, trade and 
travel, and other services such as health, education and energy. 

The cil-for-foed program allows Iraq to sell limited amounts of 
oil — an exception to the U.N. embargo imposed after its 1998 
invasion of Kuwait — to buy food and medicine for its people, 
including those living in areas controlled by the PUK and KDF, 

KDF radio said the meeting, the second this month, was held at 
the PUK headquarters in the nerthern Iraqi town of Kuya. 

The rival Kurdish groups have controlled northern Iraq with the 
support of the United States, Britain and France since shortly after 
the 1991 Gulf War. But the two groups have fought each other for 
total control, with Iran supporting the PUK and President Saddam 
Hussein’s regime helping the KDF. : 

The two sides will meet again in the KDP held town of Shaqlawa, 
‘the radio said without giving details. 
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“Iraqi Kurds agree to exchange prisoners ¢ 
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CAIRO, Egypt (AP) _ Two rival Kurdish factions controlling parts 
of northern Iraq have decided to exchange prisoners and set up joint 
panels to deal with humanitarian work, one of the groups reported. 

The decision was announced after a meeting Thursday between 
representatives of the Kurdistan Democratic Farty and the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan, KDF radio reported Thursday. The broadcast was 
monitored by the British Breadcasting Corp. and reported Friday. 

It said the, Srd graf pvs. 
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“Iraq protests to Egypt over Arab-Kurdish dialogue in Cairo 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) _ Iraq has protested to Egypt over an Arab- 
Kurdish dialogue that Egypt plans to host next week. 

Iraq, in an official letter, described the discussions to be 
conducted with leaders of the two main Kurdish groups that control 
northern Iraq as "negative and unsuitable," said Arab diplomats in 
Cairo, speaking on condition of anonymity. 

It asked Egypt to cancel the two-day meeting, which starts on 
Wednesday, they said. 

Ahmed Hamroush, the head of the official Egyptian Solidarity 
Organization, which is hosting the meeting, rejected the Iraqi 
protest, the London-based Al-Hayat newspaper reported. He described 
the Iraqi letter as a “misperception." 

It quoted him as saying that the dialogue is aimed only at 
improving ties and understanding between Arabs and Kurds. 

Egypt allowed the two groups _ the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
and the Kurdistan Democratic Party _ to open offices in Cairo last 
year. 

Adnan al-Mufti, the PUK representative to the discussions, said 
that the Iragi rejection was short-sighted because "the Kurds only 
want to inform Arabs" about the situation in northern Iraq. 

“sn-as 
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“Kerscish leaders urge Saddam to give Kurds breader autonomy ¢ 
“BY SALAH NASRAWI= 
“Hesociated Press Writer= 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) _ Leaders of the two rival Kurdish gpreups that 
contrel northern Iraq Tuesday called on Saddam Hussein’s government 
to give the region breader autonomy if it-wants to end a separatist 
movement there. 

The leaders who are in Cairo fer an Arab-Kurdish dialogue alse 
urged Arab countries to support rpeay demand for a federal: Kurdish 
entity. 

**Our people have chosen the federal system and we believe that 
this is the only sound approach to maintain Iraq's national unity,’’ 
Jalal Talabani, leader of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, told the 
gathering. 

His arch rival, Massoud Barzani, leader of the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, did not attend the discussions but in a letter 
read cut at the meeting, said *‘*federalism is an ultimate objective 
for the Iraqi Kurds,’’ 

Tt was the first time the two rivals have made a demand for 
autonomy im a collective way, and in such a high-profile forum. 

The meeting was also remarkable for setting up the first 
face-to-face encounter between top leaders ef the groups, which have 
battled for control of the mountainous Kurdish region for the last 
seven years. - 

Saddam's forces lost control of the area after the 1991 Gulf Wan 
when the United States, Britain and France helped the Kurds to 
establish an autonomous region, but only to see the region torn by 
internecine fighting. 

The rival leaders are expected te discuss their conflict later 
during the two-day meeting in Cairo. | 

Iraq has protested to Egypt about the conference, Lye aaaee it 
as *“‘negative and unsuitable.’" But Egypt turned down Iraq’s request 
to cancel the meeting, which is alsa being attended by exiled Iraqi 
activists. \ 


‘Ahmed Hamroush, the head of the official Egyptian Solidarity ‘ 
Organization, which is hosting the meeting said the discussions were 
aimed only at helping Saddam's government and the Kurds achieve a 
peaceful settlement to the problem. 

““There is anly one solution ... which should be based on 
democracy, and respect of human rights,’’ he told the gathering. 

In 1991, the local Kurdish parliament voted for a federation as 
the only possible link with Iraq. Saddam rejected the federation and 
insisted that the Kurds sheuld accept a 197@ limited autonomy rule 
he offered to them. 

Both Russia and France are mediating between Baghdad and the 
rival Kurdish groups. 

Egypt allowed the two groups to cpen offices in Cairo last year. 
*sn/vj¢ ‘ 
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“Report: Irag allows FKK to open offices in Baghdad < 

CAIRO, Egypt (AF) _ Iraq has allowed a Turkish Kurdish rebel 
yreup regarded by U.S. officials as a terrorist organization to open 
effices in Baghdad, an Arabic newspaper reported Sunday. 

The London-based Al-Hayat, quoting Kurdish sources in northern 
Iraq, also said that Iraq has started providing the Kurdistan 
Workers Farty with weapons and logistical support. 

It said two ather offices for the PKK, which is fighting far 
autonomy from Turkey, were opened in the northern cities of Mosul 
and Kirkuk, which are under Baghdad’s cantrol. 

Iraq also urged the twe Iraqi Kurdish groups controlling the 
north, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and the Kurdistan Democratic 
Farty, to allow the PKK to operate in their areas bordering Turkey. 

Al—-Hayat’s report was confirmed by Kurdish officials in norther 
Iraq. If true, the move could bolster the group's campaign against 
the Turkish army, which started in 1984. 

Both Syria and Iran, which border Turkey, are believed to provi 
the FKK with similar facilities. 

The PKK has in the past taken refuge in northern Iraq, and 
Turkish troops have crossed over into northern Iraq several times in 
the last few years to fight the Kurds. 

Last month, the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees reported the 
Iraq agreed to grant asylum to 6,88@2@ Turkish Kurdish refugees 
stranded on the line dividing government-held areas from regions 
controlled by Iraqi Kurds in the north. 

The United States and many European countries consider the PKK 
terrorist organization. 
“sn-as ¢ 
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“Report: Iraq allows PKK to open offices in Baghdad 

CAIRO, Egypt (AFP) _ Iraq has allowed a Turkish Kurdish rebel 
group regarded by U.S. officials as a terrorist organization to open 
offices in Baghdad, an Arabic newspaper reported Sunday. 

The London-based Al-Hayat, quoting Kurdish sources in northern 
Iraq, also said that Iraq has started providing the Kurdistan 
Workers Farty with weapons and logistical support. 

It said two other offices for the PKK, which is fighting for 
autonomy from Turkey, were opened in the northern cities of Mosul 
and Kirkuk, which are under Baghdad’s control. 

Iraq also urged the two Iraqi Kurdish groups controlling the 
north, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party, to allow the PKK to cperate in their areas bordering Turkey. 

Al-Hayat'’s report was confirmed by Kurdish officials in norther 
Iraq. The move could bolster the group's campaign against the 
Turkish army, which started in 1984. 

Both Syria and Iran, which border Turkey, are believed to provi 
the PKK with similar facilities. 

The PKK has in the past taken refuge in northern Iraq, and 
Turkish troops have crossed over into northern Iraq several times in 
the last few years to fight the Kurds. 

Last month, the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees reported th 
Iraq agreed to grant asylum to 6,8@2@ Turkish Kurdish refugees 
stranded on the line dividing government-held areas from regions 
controlled by Iraqi Kurds in the north. , 

The United States and many European countries consider the PKK 
terrorist organization. 
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“Turkey extends mandate of U.S.-led force protecting Iraqi Kurds (¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _ Parliament on Tuesday extended the mandate 
of a U.S.-led allied force protecting Iraqi Kurds in northern Iraq 
from the forces of President Saddam Hussein. 

By a show of hands, deputies extended through Dec. 3@ the term o 
Operation Northern Watch, which is enforcing a no-fly zone north of 
the 36th parallel in Iraq. Iraqi Kurds maintain a de facto 
autonomous state in northern Iraq under the missian’s protection. 

The vote came hours after a U.S. plane, conducting Operation 
Southern Watch from GSaudi- Arabia, fired a missile at an Iraqi 
surface-to-air missile battery in southern Iraq after Iraqi radar 
locked on four British patrol planes. 

Northern Watch's mandate has been renewed every six months since 
the end of the 1991 Gulf War. 

State Minister Yucel Seckiner told deputies that there was no_ 
indication that region was more stable, making it necessary for the 
operation to continue. 

More than 45 U.S. and British planes and 1,4@@ personnel are par 
of the mission, which is based at the Incirlik air base, near the 
southern Turkish city of Adana. 
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“Kurds say top U.S. officials to g to nrth Iraq for peace talks 

CAIRO Egypt (AP) _ Top U.S. diplomats will trael to northern 
Iraq next week to try to broker a settlemet beteen te twomain 
Kurdish groups, Kurdish officials said here Saturday. 

A team led by U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State David 
Walsh will meet separately with Massoud Barzani, the leader of the 
Kurdistan Dmocraic Party, and Jalal Talabani, the head of of the 
Fatrioti Union of Kurdistan, the officials said. 

The U.S. team will try to set up direct negotiations between 
Barzani and Talabani, whose groups have maintained a fragile. 
cease-fire since May 1997 in their long conflict to control he 
Kurdishautonomous zone of north Iraq. 

““The aim of the visit is to give a new push to the Kurdish 
reconciliation attempts,’’ Adnan al-—Mufti, te PUKrepresentative in 
Cairo, said. 

A KDF spokesmanin London sid Walsh's team will arrive in the 
Kurdish zone on July 17 and Barzani will meet it at his office in 
Salah al-din. 

Walsh will be accompanied by Bob Deutsch, the state department’ 
regional office director. The Americans are expected to be 
accompanied by Turkish diplomats. 

The rival groups have been meeting along the buffer line that 
separates their forces in the zone to discuss ways to enhance their 
cease-fire. But their talks have been hampered by differences on 
sharing the revenue of taxes levied on goods smuggled into north 
Iraq from neighboring countries. 

The U.S. mission follows a decision by Washington earlier this 
year to previde help to Iraqi dissident groups trying to topple 
President Saddam Hussein. The United States, Turkey, and Britain 
have been mediating between the two groups since their hostilities 
ended. 





The western allies set up the Kurdish zone in 1991 after Baghda 
forces severely crushed a Kurdish rebellion that broke cut in north 
Iraq at the end of the Gulf War. The Iraqi government accuses the 
allies of helping the Kurds to stay out of its control. 
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“Rival Kurdish leaders accept invitations for U.S. talks < 
“By TAREK EL-TABLAWY= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) _ The leaders of two rival Kurdish factions 
have accepted invitations from an American envoy for taliks in the 
United States, representatives of the factions said Monday. 

The invitations were extended by U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of State David Welsh, who has been in the region in the past week 
trying to broker a settlement between the two groups, they said. 

It was unclear, however, if joint talks were envisioned. 

A Lendean-based official with the Kurdistan Democratic Party, 
headed by Massoud Barzani, said Welsh held talks Sunday with Barzani 
in northern Iraq. 

Welsh, who also met with Barzani on Friday, extended an 
invitation to the faction leader for talks in the United States, 
which he accepted, the KDF said in a faxed statement. 

It said Barzani agreed to go ‘‘at the appropriate time,’’ but 
gave no specific date. 

A similar invitation was given by Welsh to Jalal Talabani, leade 
of the rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, who agreed to *‘go at a 
time that is mutually convenient,’’ a PUK official in Washington 
told The Associated Fress. 

Both faction officials spoke on condition their names not be 
used. 

U.S. officials say the Welsh team — along with officials from th 
Turkish Foreign Ministry _ has been trying ta set up direct 
negotiations between Barzani and Talabani, whose groups have 
maintained a fragile cease-fire since May 1997 in their long 
conflict to control the Kurdish zone in northern Iraq. 

The factions have been holding peace talks along the line that 
separates their forces in the zone. But the negotiations have been 
hampered by differences over relations with the Baghdad government 
and aver the sharing of revenue from ‘‘taxes'’ levied on goods 
smuggled inte nerthern Iraq. 

The Western allies set up the Kurdish zone in 1991 after Baghdad 
forces crushed a Kurdish rebellion that broke out at the end af the 
Gulf War. The Iraqi government accuses the allies of violating the 
country’s sovereignty. 

The talks in northern Iraq followed reports that U.S. President 
Bill Clinton has asked Congress te approve the funding of covert 
operations against Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 

On Friday, Clinton administration. officials, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, confirmed a report in The Wall Street 
Journal that Clinton was seeking broad authority from Congress to 
try to topple Saddam. 

Talabani visited Washington in July 1997 for taiks with Clinton 
administration officials on ways to end fighting between the rival 
Kurdish groups. 

That was the first high-level meeting between a Kurdish leader 
and administration officials following August 1996 Fighting in which 
Barzani’s forces, with the help of the Iraqi Army, drove Talabani’s 
men aut out of some northern strongholds. 
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“Rival Draqi Kurdish groups agree to establish autonomous government <¢ 

MADRID, Spain (AFD — Kival Iraqi Kurdish groups have agreed toa 
establish an autonomous gavernment in the region, said a Spanish 
deputy on Nenday just back from visiting Northern Iraq. 

; Fedra Marset, a deputy of Spain’s third biggest parliamentary 
group, United Left, said both sides, the Kurdistan Demacratic Party, 

r KDE, and the Fatrioatic Unian of Kurdistan, will be ready ta sign 

he ayreement in Washington on Sept. 14-15. 

“They have agreed to sign an agreement that will give the Kurds 

a democratic autanamous regian,’”’ said Marset, whoa traveled on Aug. 
23 to 29 te Kurdish autonamous zone af northern Iraq and Damask, 

Syria, as part of a delegation of United Left poten se eey invited by 

Trak’s Communist Party, 

The twa Iraqi Kurdish parties have wrestled far control af the 
autonamaus zane since the western allies created it after the Iraqi 
yavernment suppressed a Kurdish revolt in i991. 

Recently their executives have tried ta push forward a 
ULS,.-brakered cease-fire signed in May 1997. 

Accarding te Marset, the agreement allows for elections ta choose 
the representatives of the autenanous, institutions af the region, af 
which the United States and Great Britain keep an aerial mission 
that prevents any attack of Iraqui troops of president Sadam 
Hussein. 

The spokesmen of the two Kurdish factions contacted in ci by 
phone refused to canfirm that an agreement is imminent, saying 

econcilliation effarts are still ygaing oan. 

““At this juncture there are reconcilliation plans under 
digcussian,’’ said a FUK epokesman wha did not wish ta he 
identified. 

Rut he and a spokesman far the KDP confirmed that the leaders af 
their factions will travel to Washington in mid-September for 
face-ta~-face talke mediated by senior U.S. administration officials. 

They refused ta elaborate. 
AP -LD-@9-@1-98 G&SSGNT < 














CANL1395-~---— 
uod KC-Lrag~Kurds-Us @9-Gi @S22 
Cai 
“RC-Traqg-Kurds-US 
“Key Kurdish leaders ta visit Washington in September 
@.. SALAH NASKAWL= 
“Nesaciated Fress= 
: CAIRQ , Eqgypt (AFD ~ Leaders af the two main Kurdish factions 
which control northern Iraq are going ta Washington in September for 
talks with U.S officials on Iraq and peace in their region, Kurdish 
spokesmen said Manday. 

The visit may signal an important landmark in the U.S effort te 
back Saddam Hussein’s opposition groups in their effort to remove 
him from power. 

In July the Clinton administration officially invited Kurdistan 
Demecratic Party leader Massoud Barzani and Jalal Talabani leader of 
the rival Fatriotiec Union of Kurdistan for reconciliation talks in 
Washington. 

Foad Masom a representative for the FUK in London said Talabani 
is expected in Washington mid September for talks with senior 
administration officials an the efforts te recancile the be tun 
factions. 

A spokesman far the KDF said Barzani is leaving for Washington 

ext week far the same purposes. 
& Koth spokesman refused to give further details about the visits 
of their leaders but Kurdish sources said the two leaders are 
scheduled to have joint meetings which American officials hope will 
end their contest ta cantrol the Kurdish enclave. 

A Spanish deputy who arrived in Turkey after a visit to northern 
Iraq for meetings with the two leaders said ee are expected to 
Sign a peace accord there. 

“"“Bath sides are ready to sign the (peace) agreement in 
Washington on September 18-19," the Turkish news agency Anatolia 
quoted as saying. 

The invitations were extended by U.S. Deputy Assistant Seurereey 
of State David Welsh, who visited the region in July to braker a 
settlement betvueen the two groups. 

Welsh talks followed reports that U.S. Fresident Kill Clinton has 
asked Congress to approve the furding of covert operations anainst 
Saddam. 

Congressional leaders have long expressed frustration over being 
able toa deal with Saddam, and have on several accasions cansidered 
ways to mount operations against him. 

Cangress voted earlier this year ta spend dir S million to set up 
a “*Radio Free Iraq’? program modeled on Radic Free Europe and 
anather dirs S&S million to help any democratic opposition that 
emerges within Iraq to confront Saddam. 

The two leaders will mast certainly discuss with the 
administration officials whatever plans they have in dealing with 

addam, said the sources on condition of anonymity. 

The factions have been holding peace talks along the line that 
separates their forces in the zone. Kut the negotiations have been 
hampered by differences over relations with the Baghdad government 
and aver the sharing of revenue from “‘taxes’’ levied on goads 
smuggled into northern Iraq. 

But last week the two yroups -agreed ta free their prisoners af 
var and detainees, the last gign that they were heading towards a 
reconciliation. 

The Western allies set up the Kurdish zone in 1991 after Baghdad 
forces crushed a Kurdish rebellion that broke out at the end of the 
Gulf War. The Iraqi government accuses the allies of violating the 
country’s sovereignty. 

“eH 
AF—~LD-G9-@Ai-9SB @E41GNT <¢ 











MKe619--~-—— 

uo i KRC-Turkey-RKefugees @&-i11 GBiie2 
284 rom intw ank 
“EC-Turkey~Ke fugees 
“Turkish authorities detain S2 would-be refugees from Iraq< 

EDIRNE, Turkey (AFD — Turkish border patrols on Tuesday detained 
Se2 Iraqis whe were waiting te cross illegally into Greece, Turkey’s 
Anatolia news agency said. 

A Turkish bus driver whe had brought the Iraqis to the region was 
also detained, the news agency said. 

The would-be refugees were preparing ta cross the Neric River, 
which marks the boarder between Turkey and Greece in Thrace. Greeks 
know the river as the Evras. 

Each year, thousands of illegal immigrants try to sneak across 
the river to make their way inta northern Eurapean countries. 
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“Iraqi rival Kurdish factions exchange hundreds of detainees ry 
“Eds: UPDATES with Barzani aide saying two sides: to discuss gt ei = 
joint administration in Washington talks<¢ , 

CAIRG, Egypt (AFD | Traq’s twa main tival Kurdish groups have 
released more than 2@@ prisoners of war, the British Broadcasting | ; 
Corp. reported Wednesday. 

The prisoners were freed on Tuesday, BEC? s monitoring service 
aid, quoting the Kurdistan Democratic Party’s radio. It said the : ;: 
DF freed about 16@ fighters while the PUK released 44. : 

The release came amid efforts aimed at ending the vonfiiee ae 

5 
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between the KDP and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, which have ute 
been wrestling for control of bite 4 autonomous Kurdish zone tee “ een 
northern Iraq since 1991. is " r 
The zene was created by the United States and “pel Gain atuee the 2 
Iragi government suppressed a Kurdish revolt in 1991. Recently, Re nA 
officials of the two factions have been negotiating moves to - y, es | 
consolidate a U.S.~-brokered cease~fire signed in May 1997. — 
KDF leader Massoud Barzani and head of the PUK, — JalalsTalabands 
are scheduled to visit the United States next week for talks with 
genior administration officials on reconciliation efforts. 
+ Barzani arrives in Ankara Wednesday for talks with Turkish 
‘officials. ae 
Barzani's aide, Sami Abdurrahman, told reporters that an informal 
meeting was planned between Barzani and Talabani in the United cae 
States to discuss farmation of a possible joint administration in is 
nerthern Iraq. 
Sata > *" 
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SFolice say they have broken up Kurdish kidnapping ring< 
& ATHENS, Greece ‘APD — Falice Friday said they arrested a member 
of a group of Iraqi Kurds that allegedly kidnapped fellow refugees 
and extorted money for their release from relatives living in other 
parts af Europe. 
“They kidnapped fellow Kurds and held them illegally in 
apartments, forcing them to communicate with relatives abroad so 
they could send them money through banks,’’ said a police 
announcement. “After they received the money, they would release 
them,?? 
Folice said they arrested Hassan Hassan, 37, and issued warrants 
far twa other Iraqi Kurds that were members of the purported 
extortion ring. All are Kurdish refugees. 
Folice did not release further details on the activities of the 
yroaup, which they say may number more than three peaple. They also 
did not release any details on the number of people that had been 
kidnapped aor released, 
““The investigation is continuing,’’ the announcement said. 
But police did say the three members of the group had allegedly 
ade 31 million drachmas (dirs 143,@@@) ‘*by using this method’’ in 
he past two manths. 
Hassan was initially detained along with 7@ other Kurds late 
Thursday during a police sweep in central Athens that was launched 
as part of the police investigation into the kidnapping ring. The 
ather 69 were released. : 
; When he was picked up, police said Hassan was at a financial 
institution waiting for-a dlrs 8@@ money order from Sweden. 
“*The amount was destined for the release of one of their 
illegally held compatriots,’’ the announcement said. It did not say 
vha the kidnapped man was aor elaborate further. 
Folice said Hassan was facing felony charges of kidnapping, 
extortion, conspiracy and money laundering. 
An estimated 5@,@@@ Iraqi Kurds illegally enter Greece each year, 
seeking political asylum or clandestine transport to other points in 
Beurcpe. Greece is a key stop along the refugee trail for Kurds from 
northern Iraq, a semi-autonomous region protected from Iraqi 
Mresident Saddam Hussein since 1991 by a U.S.-led air farce based in 
Turkey. 
There have been accusations that Kurdish criminal gangs operate 
among the refugees, trying to cash in on the vast underground 
economy from immigrant smuggling, where a voyage from northern Iraq 
to Italy can cost up to dirs 14@,G@@ in travel and forged papers. 
There are a number of refugee camps housing Kurds in Greece, but 
many fend for themselves in Athens and the southern port of Patras, 
vbere they hope ta sneak aboard one of the dozens of ferry boats 
that daily head for Italy and other European Union ports. 
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“Tap Iraqi Kurd warns af Turks’ creating a new Cyprus. in Iraq 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) ~— Turkey’s military intervention in northern 
Iraq could lead ta a Cyprus-style occupation, the Iraqi Kurdish 
leader Jalal Talabani warned in reniarks published Thursday. 

The Turkish presence is “‘dangerous, in our opinion, and it 
threatens Iraqi sovereignty and national unity,’’? Talabani told the 
London-based, Arabic-language newspaper Al-Hayat. 

Turkey has apparently maintained several thousand troaps in 

arthern Iraq since May 1997 in a bid ta prevent Turkish Kurd 
insurgents fram crossing inte its territory. The Ankara government 
refuses ta confirm a permanent farce in Iraq, saying only that 
troops cross inte the country whenever necessary. 

““We fear that this could be a pretext toa create a new Cyprus in 
this region,’’ cgaid Talabani, who leads the Patriotic Unian af 
Kurdistan. Turkey has occupied the northern third of Cyprus since 
1974 when it invaded the island after a coup by supporters of uniean 
with Greece. : 

Talabani was speaking in Iran before heading ta Washington for 
talks with U.S. officials and his rival, Massoud Barzani of the 
Kurdistan Democratic Farty. , 

In the- past, Talabani’s FUK has fought against Turkish forces 
carrying out incursions in northern Iraq whereas Barzani’s KDF has 
supported the Turks. 

Talabani accused Turkey of using its ~ Turkmen brothers’? 
Iraqis of Turkish origin _ as a pretext for entering northern Iraq, 
whose population is mostly Kurd. 

‘*The Turkmen number several hundreds of thousands while Turkey 

laims that they number three to four million.?? 

Talabani'’s talks in Washington are expected ta deal with ways of 
cansolidating a cease fire brokered by the United States in May 
1997. The PUK and KDF have wrestled for control af the Kurdish 
autonemous zane in northern Iraq since the Western allies set it up 
in 1991 after Iraqi government forces severely crushed a Kurdish 
revalt. 
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“Top Iraqi Kurd warns of Turks’? creating a new Cyprus in Iraq 
*Edes ADDS quates from Turkey's deputy prime minister grafs 7-&¢ = 

CAIRQ, Egypt “APD _ Turkey’s military intervention in northern | 
Iraq could lead ta a Cyprus-style occupation, the Iraqi Kurdish 
leader Jalal Talabani warned in remarks published Thursday. 

The Turkish presence is “dangerous, in our epinion, and it 
threatens Iraqi sovereignty and national unity,’’ Talabani told the 
London-based, Arabic-language newspaper Al-Hayat. 

Turkey has apparently maintained several thousand troaps in 
northern Iraq since May 1997 in a bid ta prevent Turkish Kurd 
insurgents from crossing into its territory. The Ankara government 
refuses ta confirm a permanent force in Iraq, saying only that 
troops cross into the country whenever necessary. 

““We fear that this could be a pretext to create a new Cyprus in 
this region,’’-.said Talabani, who leads the Fatrietic Union of 
Kurdistan. Turkey has cecupied the northern third of Cyprus since 
1974 when it invaded the island after a coup by supporters af union 

‘with Greece. : 

Talabani was speaking in Iran before heading ta Washington for 
talks with U.S. officials and his rival, Massoud Barzani af the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party. ; 

In the past, Talabani’s PUK has fought -against Turkish forces 
carrying out incursions in northern Iraq whereas Barzani’s KDE has 
pereortes the Turks. 

in Turkey on Thursday, Deputy Prime Minister Kulent Ecevit 
accused Talabani of helping the Turkish Kurdish insurgents ta flee 
from Iraq into Iran from where they can relaunch their operations. 

‘*Since our Cooperation with Barzani, it has become more and more 
difficult (for the insurgents) to infiltrate (into Turkey) fram 
Iraq. Therefore, with the help of Talabani, they are crossing into 
Iran,’’? Ec¢evit told the private Turkish television channel, MTV. 

Talabani accused Turkey of uging its **Turkmen brothers’? . 
Iraqis of Turkish origin _— as a pretext for entering northern Iraq, 

hase population is mostly Kurd. 

‘“The Turkmen number several hundreds of thousands while Turkey 
claims that they number three to four million.’? 

Talabani’s talks in Washington. are expected to deal with ways of 
consolidating a cease fire brokered by the United States in May 
1997. The PUK and KDF have wrestled for control of the Kurdish 
autonomous zone in northern Iraq since the Western allies set it up 
in 1991 after Iraqi government forces severely crushed a Kurdish 
revolt. 
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“Rival Iraqi Kurdish leaders reconcile, with U.S. help¢ 
“Ry GEQRGE GEDDA= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 

WASHINGTON (AFD — Traqi Kurd leaders, with an assist from the 
Clinton administration, ended lang years of rivalry, agreeing ta 
establish an elected government by next summer after a transitional 
period of power-sharing. 

“*It is a historic day,’’ said Jalal Talabani, leader af the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. **We have closed a sad chapter in the 
history af the Kurdish peaple.’’ 

He was flanked Thursday by Massoud Barzani, leader of the Kurdish 
Democratic Party, and Secretary af State Madeleine Albright, who 
issued an indirect warning to Iraqi Fresident Saddam Hussein not to 
interfere with the reconciliation precess begun by the Kurdish 
factions. 

Albright said there can be “*no more campaigns ta eradicate a 
whole population of innocent men, women and children,’?? a reference 

o the period in early 1991 when Saddam unleashed his forces against 
the narthern~-based Kurds, creating a humanitarian catastrophe. 

In the aftermath of that tragedy, which occurred at the end of 
the Gulf War, an internationally supervised haven was established 
far the Kurds, which exists to this day. 

Rriefing reporters after the ceremony, an administration official 
gaid Talabani and Barzani reached ayreement on both revenue-sharing 
and power-sharing, two issues at the heart of their differences, 
which have led ta repeated military clashes in recent years. 

In August and September of 1996, the rivalry reached a peak when 
Rarzani invited Saddam ta dispatch troops to help his farces fight 
the PUK. Talabani responded by asking Iran to send its forces ta 
fight on his behalf. In respanse to Saddam’s intervention, President 
Clinten ordered air strikes against targets in the seuthern part af 
Iraq. 

On Thursday, the smiles and warm handshakes shared by the twa 
leaders shawed they have come a long way since that bleak period two 
years aga. Until this week, they had not met in four years. 

Sentiment among Iraqi Kurds is overwhelmingly opposed to Saddam 
but it is not clear whether the agreement will eventually have an 
influence on national politics. 

Karzani reportedly said last week he will not be a party to any 
effort to topple Saddam. 

Hilbright promised an intensified effort ta help Iraqis from all 
relinious and ethnic groups to **‘develop a deeper sense of comman 
purpagse and a mere effective strategy for achieving their future in 
a democratic and pluralistic Iraq.’? 

The U.S. official who briefed reporters said the meeting here 
carried anti-Saddam avertones because it was held at the Foreign 
Ministry in the country of Saddam Hussein’s most powerful opponent. 

The anreement follawed years of encouragement by a U.S. team led 
by David Welch, a top Albright aide in the Near East bureau. When 
Welch vigited Kurdish territary in July, Saddam reportedly called 
his mission ‘*‘stupid’’ and naive,?? 

The State Department briefer said holding elections will be a 
start~from-seratch process as there are no reliable figures on the 
population of the Kurdish region. He said the Kurds are expected to 
ask far outside help so they can establish a credible election 
PACE SES. 
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& Talabani said he has no interest in establishing a separate 
urdish state in the area. According to the U.S. afficial, the 
election plan calis far the establishment of a “regional assembly’? 


comparable in some ways to an American state legislature. 
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“Traqi Kurdish group rejects truce offer by Turkish Kurdish rebels <¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) ~ An Iraqi Kurdish group turned down a 
unilateral cease-fire declared by rival Turkish Kurdish rebels in 
narthern Iraq, the Iraqi group said Monday. 

The truce was declared Sunday by the Turkish Kurdish guerrillas 
of the Kurdistan Workers Party, or PRK, the German-based Kurdish 
news agency DEM said. 

““We have nothing to talk te them about,’’ said Faik Merweyi, a 
spokesman far the Iraqi group, the Kurdistan Democratic Party. ‘‘*‘We 
dan’t want them in northern Traq at all.?? 

The cease~fire comes two weeks after an agreement was signed 
between Democratic Farty and its Iraqi Kurdish rival, the Fatriotic 
Union of Kurdistan, for a joint administration of the de facta 
aAUutonaMaUSs Kurdish zane in nearthern Iraq. 

The groups committed themselves to fighting the PKK in a move to 
appease Turkey. The FKK has been fighting for autonomy within Turkey 
and uses northern Iraq as a base to launch attacks. 

The cease-fire announcement was apparently a political maneuver 
by the FKK to maintain its presence in northern Iraq, where it is 
yreatly outnumbered by the Iraqi Kurdish forces. 

The war between Turkish troops and Turkish Kurdish rebels has 
killed some 37,@@0@ people since 1984. 
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“Iraqi Kurdish leader reassures Turkey over peace plan < 
“By SUZAN FRASER= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _ Turkey’s premier and deputy premier talked 
over a U.S.-backed Kurdish peace plan with an Iraqi Kurd leader on 
Wednesday, afterward declaring themselves reassured the plan would 
not lead to creation of a Kurdish state. 

The September agreement sealed a cease-fire between the two Iraqi 
Kurdish factions that control northern Iraq. 

The accord made reference to a future federal structure for 
Kurds, alarming Turkey. With Iraq, Turkey opposes creation of a 
Kurdish state in northern Iraq, fearing it would encourage Kurdish 
rebels in its own country. 

Massoud Barzani of the Kurdistan Democratic Party, one of the two 
factions in the accord, talked separately in Ankara with Deputy 
Premier Bulent Ecevit and Premier Mesut Yilmaz. 

*““Reference to a federal solution in the declaration were 
disturbing to us, but Mr. Barzani today made an announcement that 
apReased our fears,’’ Ecevit told reporters after the meeting. 

Crucially, Ecevit said, Barzani agreed that ‘“‘Any solution to 
northern Iraq has to be within the territorial integrity of Iraq.’’ 

Under the cease-fire accord, Barzani and Jalal Talabani of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan agreed to share power and hold 
elections in the de facto autonomous Kurdish zone in northern Iraq, 
set by after 1991 Gulf War. 

Talabani is due to arrive in Ankara on Saturday. It was unclear 
if the two former armed rivals would meet. 

In Barzani’s talks with Turkey’s leaders, Yilmaz said, Barzani 
agreed to increase cooperation in the fight against the Turkish 
Kurdish rebel group PKK, which carries out cross-border attacks from 
hideouts in northern Iraq. 
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“Iraqi Kurd leader: Kurd federation hinges on dialogue with a ‘free 
raq’ 
EDs: UPDATES with arrival of other Iraqi Kurdish leader in 14th 
graf, CORRECTS year of autonomy offer to 1978 sted 1978 in 1@th 
graf ¢ 
“By SELCAN HACADGLU= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — An Iraqi Kurdish leader said Saturday a 
proposed Kurdish federation in northern Iraq could be formed only 
through dialogue with a free Iraqi government. 

A U.S.-backed deal in September that sealed a cease-fire between 
the two Iraqi Kurdish factions that control northern Iraq referred 
to a future federal authority for Kurds. 

**That is the wish of our people,’’ Masoud Barzani, leader of the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party, told a news conference in Ankara. **The 
Kurdish regional parliament in 1992 declared this principal vital.'’ 

However, he said, ‘“‘this can only be implemented with the central 
government in Baghdad when there is free Iraq.'! 

The reference to a federal structure for Kurds had angered 
Turkey. Turkey opposes creation of a Kurdish state in northern Iraq, 
earing it inspire Turkey’s own Kurdish rebels in their fight for 
autonomy. 

But Turkish leaders declared themselves reassured the plan would 
not lead to creation of a Kurdish state after meeting with Barzani 
on Wednesday. 

‘“*We do not call for the establishment of an independent Kurdish 
state, nor have Americans encouraged us to do so, at all,’’? Barzani 
said. ‘‘We know that this is not a realistic objective and we know 
the consequences of calling for an independent Kurdish state in this 
region.’’ 

Repeatedly throughout Kurdish history, Kurds rebellions were 
crushed by forces of states in which they have lived. At present, 
they are divided by five national borders. 

*‘*Therefore, really, we look for what is possible for our people 
under these circumstances,’' Barzani said. 

He made no direct reference to Saddam Hussein. Saddam rejected 
Kurds’ 1992 call for a federal authority, saying Kurds should be 
eet with the limited autonomy he offered them in 1978. 

Deputy Premier Bulent Ecevit said Wednesday that Barzani agreed 

that “any solution to northern Iraq has to be within the 
territorial integrity of Iraq.’’ 

Under the September accord, Barzani and Jalal Talabani of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan agreed to share power and hold 
elections in the de facto autonomous Kurdish zone in northern Iraq, 
set up after 1991 Gulf War. 

Barzani said the elections were scheduled for July. 

Talabani also arrived in Ankara on Saturday and is expected to 
meet with Barzani on Sunday. 

Barzani said they would discuss details of carrying out the 





accord. 
(sh-ek) 
AFP-LD-11-@7-98 1825GMT < 














a 


roi BC-Turkey-Iraqg 1i-1ii @iSi 
rom romp minj intjw 233 87 
“BC-Turkey-Iraq 
“Traqgi Kurdish leader mends relations with Turkey 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFP) ~ The leader of an Iraqi Kurdish group that 
controls part of northern Iraq on Wednesday tried to mend relations 
with Ankara by promising to oust Kurdish rebels from Turkey from his 
territory. 

Turkey has long accused Jalal Talabani of harboring rebels from 
the Kurdistan Workers Party, or PKK, which has been fighting for 
autonomy in southeastern Turkey since 1984. 

But on Wednesday, Talabani, head of the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan, pledged to help Turkey secure its border with Iraq. 

‘“*‘We are committed to end any presence of the PKK in Iraqi 
Kurdistan, ’? Talabani said. ‘‘We are committed to securing the 
berder for Turkey and we will do this by all means.’’ 

Talabani spoke with reporters before heading for Damascus and 
Tehran on his way to northern Iraq. 

{ht /eph) 
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“Turkey extends mandate of U.S.-led force protecting Iraqi Kurds <¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _ Turkey’s Parliament on Thursday extended 
the mandate of a U.S.-led, Turkish-based allied force protecting 
Iragi Kurds from the forces of Saddam Hussein. 

By a show of hands, lawmakers extended Operation Northern Watch 
through June 3@. The operation enforces a no-fly zone above the 36th 
parallel in Iraq, where Iraqi Kurds maintain a de facto autonomous 
state. 

The vote came a week after the United States and Britain bombed 
Baghdad to punish Iraq for blocking U.N. weapons inspections. 

The airstrikes led Turkey to close its border with Iraq for fear 
of an influx of Iraqi refugees. State Minister Yucel Seckiner told 
lawmakers Thursday that Turkey would be dealing with even more 
would-be immigrants if Operation Northern Watch came to an end. 

Northern Watch’s mandate has been renewed every six months since 
the end of the 1992-91 Gulf War. 

More than 45 U.S. and British planes and 1,4@@ personnel are part 
of the mission, based at the Incirlik air base near the southern 
city of Adana. 

(sh-ek) 
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“Rival Iraqi Kurds plan meeting to further peace agreement ¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AFP) — Leaders of two Iraqi Kurdish groups are to 
meet soon in another step toward ending their often violent rivalry 
that has hampered plans for a strong opposition to Saddam Hussein, 

@.. official said Friday. 

Jalal Talabani, leader of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and 
Massoud Barzani, who heads the Kurdistan Democratic Party, are to 
discuss ways of implementing a U.S.-brokered agreement. 

The meeting would take place ‘‘in the coming days’’ in 
Salahuddin, a town close to the main Iraqi Kurdish city of Irbil, 
said Shazad Saib, the Turkey~based representative of Talabani’s 
group. 

Under the agreement reached in Washington in September, the two 
leaders agreed to hold regional elections next summer, and to share 
revenue and power, two issues at the heart of their differences. 

It would be the first time the two leaders will be meeting face 
to face in northern Iraq since their hostilities began in 1994, 
although they have met several times abroad since the Washington 
agreement. 


The two groups are hostile to the Baghdad regime, but have been 
more focused on fighting each other, undermining efforts to form a 
strong opposition that could weaken Saddam’s regime. 

The Kurdish groups are protected in a safe haven north of the 
36th parallel, by a U.S.-led air force based in southern Turkey. 
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“U.S., Britain plan continued enforcement of Iraqi no-fly zone< 
“Eds: UPDATES thrucut with new material, recasts ¢ 
“With Iraq< 
“By LAURA MYERS= 
Q@ associated Press Writer= 

WASHINGTON (AP) _ The United States and Britain vowed Tuesday to 
keep patrolling Iraqi skies in the face of fresh threats by Saddam 
Hussein to confront Western warplanes in no-fly zones where a 
missile exchange increased tensions. 

Bad weather kept U.S. and British planes out of the north 
Tuesday, but warplanes patrolled as usual in the southern no-fly 
zone despite Iraqi threats to shoot them down. 

A day after Monday’s U.S.-Iraq missile confrontation, American 
and British officials said Western fighter jets didn’t encounter any 
Iraqi aircraft. The Iraqis claimed to be operating in the zones 
where their military has been banned since 1991 and 1992 to protect 
Kurdish and Shiite Muslim rebel groups from attack. 

Col. Richard Bridges, a Pentagon spokesman, said the Clinton 
administration would not back down in the face of Iraqi provocation. 

““It is our intention to continue to enforce the no-fly zones in 
both northern and southern Iraq,’’ he said. 

American fliers are prepared to act against any Iraqi aggression, 
Bridges added. *‘I’m sure that pilots will be much more alert,’’ he 

aid. **There’1ll be more adrenaline running. But the mechanisms to 
respond appropriately are already in place.’’ 

A British Ministry of Defense official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said, ‘‘We will continue to operate to the same rules of 
engagement and continue to take action necessary should the 
conditions of the no-fly zones be breached.’’ 

U.S. officials would not say if warplanes would fire at Iraqi 
aircraft they encounter. Defense Secretary William Cohen previously 
has said no-fly violations *‘‘will be strictly dealt with, and that 
would include shooting them down.’’ 

American pilots have occasionally encountered Iraqi aircraft 
**poking around’’ in the no-fly zones, but the incidents weren’t 
considered serious enough to prompt a challenge, said a Clinton 
administration official, speaking on condition of anonymity. 

On Monday, U.S. warplanes fired three missiles and six 
precision-guided bombs to destroy an anti-aircraft site in northern 
Iraq that launched three missiles at U.S. fighter jets, the Pentagon 
said. Iraq reported four soldiers killed and seven injured. 

Iraqi Vice President Taha Yassin Ramadan vowed Tuesday to fire 
again at any aircraft he said violates Iraq’s airspace. He claimed ‘ 
that Iraqi planes were in the no-fly zones. 

**Our resistance will continue against any penetration,’’ Ramadan 
told Associated Press Television News. ‘*‘The war is still on.'! 

President Bill Clinton called Monday’s incident an act of 
self-defense by the U.S. fliers, although Iraq said the Americans 
fired first. The Operation Northern Watch commander, Air Force Brig. 

Gen. David A. Deptula, released four video clips Tuesday to prove 
otherwise. 

One tape, recorded by a video camera from an F-iS5E fighter jet, 
shows a plume of smoke and dust as an Iraqi anti-aircraft site 
launches a third missile at one of the U.S. planes, according to 
Deptula. The other three clips show F-1SEs dropping munitions on the 
anti-aircraft site, striking the tracking radar, optical guidance 
unit and a command and control van, he said. 

**Splash! Splash!** the pilots are heard saying as the bombs 
score hits. 

‘The times on this video and the later F-15E video prove that 
contrary to claims by the Saddam regime, the Iragis launched the 
surface to air missiles at the ONW aircraft causing the ONW aircraft 
to take actions to protect themselves,’’ Deptula said. 

Iraq has always questioned the legitimacy of the no-fly zones, 
but has rarely engaged U.S. and British warplanes _ the last time 

@..: in September 1996. Now, foreign policy experts say, Iraq is 
trying to provoke the United States as part of a strategy to get out 
from under strict U.N. economic sanctions and other controls. 

“*‘What you’re watching here with Iraq challenging the no-fly 
zones is just the noisiest part of a very broad strategy,’' said 
Tony Cordesman, analyst at the Center for Strategic International 
Studies. 
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Iraq has never accepted the legitimacy of the no-fly zones, the 
first of which was created in the north in April 1991 after Iraqi 
tanks rolled into Kurdish areas and crushed rebels emboldened by 
Iraq's Gulf War defeat. The southern zone, originally drawn at the 
32nd parallel, was created in August 1992. The southern zone was 
expanded north to the 33rd parallel in 1996 by the United States and 
Britain. 

France, which stopped flying missions for Operation Northern 
Watch in 1996, confirmed on Tuesday that it pulled out of Operation 
Southern Watch this month in protest of the U.S. and British missile 
barrage. 

The roughly 45 planes that patrol the northern zone are based at 
Incirlik Air Base in southern Turkey. The United States flies 10 
different types of planes, including Air Force AWACS warning and 
control planes, Marine Corps EA-6B electronic warfare planes, Air 
Force F-16 and F-15 jets, Army UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters and Air 
Force HH-60 Night Hawk helicopters used for search and rescue. 
Britain has Tornado fighters and aerial refueling planes. 

Operation Southern Watch is conducted by U.S. and British planes 
based in Saudi Arabia and U.S. Navy aircraft aboard carriers in the 
Gulf area. 
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“'"No-fly' zones shield Kurds, Shiites and gain intelligence 
“AP Photos WXS104; WX116-117 

“By ROBERT BURNS= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

WASHINGTON (AP) _ U.S.-led enforcement of "no-fly" zones in 
northern and southern Iraq has largely succeeded in shielding 
minority populations from attack by the forces of Saddam Hussein. But 
it also has served a less obvious purpose: "spy-in-the-sky" 
surveillance of Saddam's military moves. 

Protection for Kurds in the north and Shiite Muslims in the 
south is still needed, U.S. analysts say. But that aspect of the 
mission tells only a small part of the story of why U.S. and British 
forces are still enforcing the no-fly zones years after they began as 
mainly humanitarian gestures. 

The overflights by U.S. Air Force F-16 fighter jets, F-15 strike 
planes, E-3 AWACS warning and control planes and other aircraft 
gather timely intelligence on Iraqi forces. By keeping Iraq's 
warplanes mostly on the ground, the no-fly zones also contribute to 
an erosion of Saddam's air power. 

That may explain, at least in part, why Saddam suddenly is 
challenging the no-fly zones. On Monday an Iragi air defense 
installation fired at least three surface-to-air missiles at U.S. 
planes in the northern zone, and on Tuesday, Iraqi Vice President 
Taha Yassin Ramadan said Iragi planes were flying in the restricted 
zones. 

This challenge of the no-fly zones appears to be part of a 
broader Iraqi effort to challenge all international restrictions _ 
from the U.N. economic embargo to U.N. disarmament demands _ that 
stem from Iraq's August 1990 invasion of Kuwait and the cease-fire it 
signed to end the Gulf War. 

An Air Force fact sheet describes the mission in the north as 
enforcing the no-fly zone and monitoring Iraqi compliance with U.N. 
Security Council resolutions. The air crews' "mission statement," 
however is more explicit in saying they are to "monitor and surveil 
Government of Irag forces in northern Iraq." 

Anthony Cordesman, an expert on the Iraqi military and a 
professor of national security studies at Georgetown University, said 
in an interview Tuesday that the monitoring of electronic signals as 
well as routine air surveillance in northern and southern Iraq is an 
"extremely valuable" part of the United States' overall strategy for 
constraining Iraq's military might. 

The intelligence payoff is "as important in many ways" as 
protecting the Kurds and Shiites, Cordesman said. 

Keeping most of Iraq's already depleted air force out of the no- 
fly zones also severely restricts Saddam's ability to train and 
deploy his forces, which in turn contributes to an erosion of their 
effectiveness. In the four-day U.S.-British air assault on Iraq 
earlier this month, no Iraqi aircraft challenged allied planes. 

Details about current no-fly zone missions are scarce. Lt. Col. 
Jane Rinell, a spokeswoman for Operation Northern Watch, as the 
enforcement operation in northern Iraq is called, said information 
such as the number of planes flying and the frequency of their 
missions is classified secret. 
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“Iraqi Kurdish leaders held summit to discuss peace agreement ¢ 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Two Iraqi Kurdish leaders opened talks 
Friday in their autonomous zone in northern Iraq te firm up a 
U.S.-brokered peace deal between their rival factions. 
Massoud Barzani of the Kurdistan Democratic Party and Jalal 
Talabani of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan talked in Barzani’s 
a erarers of Salahuddin. 
It was the first meeting between the two leaders in nerthern Iraq 
since 1994, when the factions started fighting for control of the 
region. They have met several times abroad. 
The zone north of the 36th parallel was set up by the allies 
after the 1991 Gulf War. 
The no-fly zones in northern and southern Iraq are among several 
sources of tensions between the United States and Iraq, which claims 
the zones violate international law. The no-fly zones have been the 
scene of several confrontations between U.S. and British pilots and 
Iraqi forces in recent weeks following British and U.S. air raids on 
Iraq. 
Delchad Mirani, a KDP official in London reached by telephone, 
said the two leaders had no plans to discuss either the airstrikes 
or the confrontations in the no-fly zones. 
*“*They will be discussing the peace process and implementation of 
the Washington agreement,’’ Mirani said. ‘‘There are some major 
issues that have not been solved, such as the question of forming an 
interim government between the two parties,.’’ 
e In September, Barzani and Talabani signed an agreement to hold 
egional elections this year, probably in June, and to share revenue 
and power. 
Barzani’s KDF controls two-thirds of northern Iraq; the rest is 
ruled by Talabani. 
Talks were to continue on Saturday. 
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“Kurdish leaders agree to implement peace agreement 

CATRO, Egypt (AF) — Two Iragi Kurdish leaders agreed Saturday to 
implement a U.S.-brokered peace deal between their rival factions. 

The meeting between Massoud Barzani of the Kurdistan Democratic 

arty and Jalal Talabani of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan was the 

First in the Kurdish autonomous zone in northern Iraq since 1994, 
when the factions started fighting for control of the region. They 
have met several times abroad. 

They ended their two-day talks Saturday at Barzani’s headquarters 
in the town of Salah ad-Din, said a KDFP statement faxed to The 
Associated Press in Cairo. 

The two leaders agreed to implement all the terms of the 
agreement signed in September by Barzani and Talabani to hold 
regional elections this year, probably in June, and to share revenue 
and power. 

They also agreed to release all detainees, prepare for the return 
of all displaced people and open a representation office in the 
areas controlled by the two groups, the statement said. 

Barzani'’s KDF controls two-thirds of northern Iraq; the rest is 
ruled by Talabani. 

The no-fly zone north of the 36th parallel was set up by the 
United States, France and Britain after the 1991 Persian Gulf War as 
a haven for Kurds. 

The zones in northern and southern Iraq are among several sources 
of tensions between the United States and Iraq, which claims the 
zones violate international law. The no-fly zones have been the 
scene of several confrontations between U.S. and British pilots and 
Iraqi forces in recent weeks following British and U.S. air raids on 
Iraq. 
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“Kurdish leader holds talks with U.S., Turkish envoys ¢ 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) _ U.S. and Turkish envoys met a Kurdish leader 
Thursday in northern Iraq and discussed the implementation of a 
U.S.-broekered agreement between rival Kurdish parties. 

The U.S. team was headed by Elizabeth Jones, Assistant Deputy 
Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs. Oguz Celikkol, a senior 
Foreign Ministry official, led the Turkish team in the talks with 
Massoud Barzani, leader of the Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

The meeting was held at Barzani’s headquarters in the town of 
Salah ad-Din, said a statement from the group that was faxed to The 
Associated Press in Cairo. 

The U.S. and Turkish envoys are also to meet with Barzani'’s 
rival, Jalal Talabani, leader of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan at 
his headquarters in the northeastern town of Sulaymaniya, the 
statement said. It did not give a date. 

According to an agreement signed in Washington in September, the 
two Kurdish leaders agreed to hold regional elections this year, 
probably in June, and to share revenue and power. 

Barzani and Talabani met last weekend in Salah ad-Din in the 
Kurdish autonomous zone in northern Iraq for the first time since 
1994, when the factions started fighting for control of the region. 

They have met several times abroad. 
“my-sf ¢ 
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“Iraq protests U.S., Turkish meetings with Kurdish leaders ¢ 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) _ Iraq’s Foreign Ministry has criticized visits 
by American and Turkish diplomats with Kurdish leaders in northern 
Iraq as a& violation of the country’s sovereignty. 

The statement, carried on state-run Iraqi television on Sunday 
night, said that last week’s meetings to discuss implementation of a 
U.S.-brokered agreement between rival Kurdish parties was designed 

@ i perpetuate the abnormal situation in northern Iraq.?!’ 

The broadcast, monitored by the London-headquartered BBC, accused 
the United States of trying to maintain ‘‘agents’’ in the northern 
region to undermine ‘‘Iraq’s sovereignty, security and stability.’! 

The meetings in mid-January involved Elizabeth Jones, U.S. 
assistant deputy secretary of state for Near Eastern affairs, and 
Oguz Celikkol, a senior Turkish Foreign Ministry official. 

They met with Massoud Barzani, leader of the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party, and Jalal Talabani, leader of the rival Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan. 

The United States and its allies set up a semi-autonomous zone 
for the Kurds in northern Iraq after the 1991 Gulf War. It was aimed 
at protecting the Kurds from Iraqi government troops after a failed 
uprising. 

U.S. and British jets enforce a ‘‘no-fly’’ zone over the region 
to prevent Iraqi planes from flying there. Iraq has never recognized 
the zone and in recent days has challenged the Western patrol jets. 

According to an agreement signed in Washington in September, the 
two Kurdish leaders plan to hold regional elections this year, 
probably in June, and to share revenue and power. 

The pact is aimed at ending fighting between the rival groups 
that began in 1994. 
“eap-sn ¢ 
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@ Barzani faction denies receiving u.s. financial aid sanandaj, 
kurdestan prov., jan. 23, irna -- irag’s kurdestan democratic party 
(kdp) in a statement saturday dismissed the recent remarks of the 
u.S. president bill clinton and said it had never received any 
financial or military assistance from washington to topple saddam 
hussein’s regime. 
the kdp radio said in an announcement that the party had never 
extended any request for financial aid to the u.s. administration. 
it said the party, led by masoud barzani, was not included in the 
list of the seven parties the u.s. claims to have rendered financial 
aids to. 
saying that the party has repeatedly revealed its stands towards 
the iraqi regime to both the american administration and congress, 
it noted that the kdp felt no urgent need to receive financial aids 
from america. 
clinton said late last week that he deemed seven iraqi dissident 
parties qualified to receive dirs. 97m worth of military aid from 
america. 
& the kdp, the patriotic union of kurdistan (puk), the national 
solidarity group, the islamic movement of kurdistan, the 
constitutional monarchial movement, the supreme assembly of islamic 
revolution of iraq (sairi) and iraq’s national congress are the 
seven parties recognized as qualified to receive the aid by the 
united states. 
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“Kurds cautious about U.S. help in toppling Saddam 
“By VIJAY JOSHI= 
“Associated Press Writer= 
SULAIMANIYA, Iraq (AP) _ A top Kurdish leader says he will accept 
-S. military aid for toppling President Saddam Hussein, but insists 
the job must be done by Iraqis with no ‘*‘outside conspiracy.'’ 

An official of a rival Kurdish faction, however, said his group 
is not immediately concerned with removing the Iraqi leader from 
power. 

The different views, revealed in separate interviews last week, 
demonstrate the headaches facing the United States in its campaign 
to encourage Iraqi dissidents to overthrow Saddam. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton decided last month to give dirs 97 
million worth of military supplies to seven Iraqi opposition groups, 
including the Kurdistan Democratic Party and its rival Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan. 

While both groups say their ultimate goal is to bring about 
multi-party democracy in Iraq and secure full autonomy for the 
Kurdish minority, their immediate strategies are unlikely to 
converge soon. 

“*We want to end the Iraqi dictatorship. This is our main goal,’’ 
Jalal Talabani, leader of Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, told The 
Associated Press in the PUK government headquarters in Sulaimaniya, 

82 kilometers (235 miles) north of Baghdad. 

‘*The dictatorship of one party, one leadership must be ended,’’ 
he said. 

But he rejected any plan that calls for only toppling Saddam 
without installing democracy. 

Asked if he would accept part of the U.S. aid, Talabani said: 
““If they are providing arms and training unconditionally, yes. If 
they put conditions, one, two and three, no, we will not take.'' 

Asked the same question, Rosch Noori Schawees of the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, was more circumspect. 

*“*‘We need all the support ... which will enable us to reach the 
goals of the Kurdish people,’’ he said. Then he added: ‘‘It is not 
one of our goals to go and topple Saddam.'’ 

Schawees and Talabani spoke in their strongholds in the 
Kurdish-dominated northern Iraq, which has been out of Saddam's 
control since a 1991 uprising. A subsequent internecine war ended 
last year with the Kurdish region split into KDP and PUK governed 
areas. 

A U.S.-mediated agreement between the two groups called for 
establishing a joint regional government, an interim assembly and 
holding elections in July, but its implementation has been delayed. 

The KDP’s caution is understandable given its close links with 
Saddam's government. The Iraqi army backed the KDP in its war with 
PUK in 1996. 

The KDP participates in the smuggling of Iraqi oil to Turkey in 

iolation of U.N. sanctions imposed after Iraq’s 1998 invasion of 
Kuwait. The smuggling is a source of income for both Saddam's 
government and the KDP. 

Talabani and Schawees, who is the ‘‘prime minister’’ of the KDP 
administration, however, stressed they would not accept direct 
American intervention in Iraq. 

“*We are not participating in outside conspiracy. I would be 
ashamed if America did it (oust Saddam) ... this is the task of the 
Iraqi opposition,'’ Talabani said. 

“*We believe that the present and the future of the Iraqi nation 
should be in its own hands,’’ Schawees said in Irbil, 15@ kilometers 
(9@ miles) west of Sulaimaniya. 

Talabani also dismissed a recent assessment by Gen. Anthony 
Zinni, the U.S. military commander in the Gulf, that Iraqi 
opposition groups were too weak to overthrow Saddam. 

He said the Kurds have ‘‘tens of thousands’’ of fighters who are 
building links with an equally potent Shiite rebel force in southern 
Iraq. He acknowledged that they still need to get the support of the 
Sunni Muslims in the government-controlled part of Iraq. 

Saddam, together with almost all members of his inner circle and 
top army officers belong to the Sunni sect, a minority in 
Shiite-dominated Iraq. 

“*The day we achieve unity, the second day there will be a change 
in Iraq,’’ Talabani said. 

“vj-hh~jbm ¢ 
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“F-it6s strike at radar, anti-aircraft sites in southern Iraq 
WASHINGTON (AP) _ U.S. Rir Force F-16s struck Iragi radar and 
anti-aircraft sites in southern Iraq with missiles Saturday after 
the fighters were fired at, defense officials said. 
The ‘‘Fighting Falcon’’ aircraft returned safely to base. 
The officials said the incident occurred about 9:34 a.m. Iraq 
time (@63@ GMT), around 16@ kilometers (1@@ miles) south of Baghdad 
in a ‘‘no-fly’’ zone patrolled by U.S. and British planes to prevent 
the Iraqi military from entering the airspace and threatening 
opposition groups. Western planes also fly flight-interdiction 
sorties over northern Iraq. 
The F-1i6s, on routine patrol, were targeted by Iraqi missile 


guidance radar syet een and fired upon by sregi surface-to-air 
Missiles, the U.S. Central Command at MacDill Air Force Base, 


Florida, said in a statement. 
U.S. officials didn’t say how many F-16s were involved or how 
many missiles or other munitions were fired in the exchange. 
e This was the latest of about 16@ of what the Pentagon 
characterizes as ‘‘Iraqi provocations’’ in the southern *‘no-fly’’ 
zone since a four-day mid-December U.S. and British attack against 
Iraqi targets. 
AP -LD-@4-18-99 1823GMT <¢ 
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Turkish troops kill 44 Kurdish rebels in northern Iraq <¢ 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _— Turkish troops killed 44 Kurdish rebels in 
their latest cross-border offensive in neighboring Iraq, the 
military said Saturday. Ten Turkish soldiers were also killed. 

The five-day offensive, which ended Friday, was carried out ina 
region ‘‘adjacent to the Turkish-Iraq border,'’’ a military statement 
said. 

The soldiers seized a large number of arms and ammunition as well 
as two Russian-made SA-7 surface-to-air rockets hidden in caves in 
the mountainous region. 

No further detail was given on the offensive, and military 
officials were not available for comment. 

But a newspaper reported earlier in the week that about 15, @a@ 
Turkish troops had crossed into neighboring Iraq to hunt down the 
rebels of the Kurdistan Workers Party, or PKK. 

It was the second reported military incursion into the territory 
since Turkish commandos captured the group’s leader Abdullah Ocalan 
on Feb. 15. 

Turkey frequently launches incursions into northern Iraq in the 
pring after the snow clears to chase guerrilla fighters who 
maintain bases there. 

The PKK has been fighting for autonomy in the southeast of Turkey 
since 1984. Some 37,@@2 people have died in the fighting. 

Ocalan is awaiting trial on charges of treason and could face the 


death Renee if convicted. 
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“Turkish troops kill 44 Kurdish rebels in northern Iraq(¢ 
“Eds: UPDATES with rebels kidnapping candidate running in elections <¢ 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _ Turkish troops killed 44 Kurdish rebels in 
their latest cross-border offensive in neighboring Iraq, the 
military said Saturday. Ten Turkish soldiers were killed. 
The five-day offensive, which ended Friday, was carried out in a 
@esion adjacent to the Turkish-Iraq border, a military statement 
Said without elaborating. 
The soldiers seized a large number of arms and ammunition as well 


as two Russian-made SA-7 surface-to-air rockets hidden in caves in 
the mountainous region. 


Military officials were not available for comment. 

But a newspaper reported earlier in the week that about 15, aaa 
Turkish troops had crossed into neighboring Iraq to hunt down the 
rebels of the Kurdistan Workers Party, or PKK. 


It was the second reported ee eeyery incursion into the territory 
since Turkish commandos captured the group’s leader, Abdullah 


Ocalan, on Feb. 15. 

Turkey frequently launches incursions into northern Iraq in the 
spring after the snow clears to chase guerrilla fighters who 
maintain bases there. 

_ Meanwhile, suspected PKK militants gianerrre a candidate of the 
center-right Motherland Party running for parliament in the April 18 
elections, the Anatolia news agency said. 

It said the rebels stormed the house of Osman Dara in the 
mainly-Kurdish southeastern town of Yuksekova overnight and abducted 
he politician, his brother and two other relatives. The two 
relatives were later released. 

Security forces were searching the area for Dara. 

Abdurrahman Keskin, mayor of nearby Hakkari and a member of the 
Motherland Party, claimed that the PKK was trying to target strong 
candidates that do not back the Kurdish struggle for autonomy. 

The PKK has been fighting for autonomy in the southeast of Turkey 
since 1984. Some 37,@@2@ people have died in the fighting. 


Ocalan is awaiting trial on charges of treason and could face the 
death penalty if convicted. 


(sf-lm-fd) 
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“Reports furkish troops kill 37 Kurdish rebels in northern Iraq< 
“EDs: UPDATES with Kurdish rebel bombing injuring four seldiers in 
furkey ¢ 





ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — A 1S, @2a- strong Turkish force backed by 
warplanes and helicopter gunships has killed 3/7 Kurdish guerrillas 
in a cross-border offensive in northern Iraq, a furkish newspaper 
reported Sunday. 

in Turkey, & bomb exploded Sunday in a coffehcuse in the southern 
town of Dortyol in Hatay province, injuring four soldiers and the 
person believed toe be the bomber. 

A police official, speaking on condition of anonymity, tlamed 
Kurdish rebels. 

the Hurriyet daily reported that Turkish forces went after 
Kurdish revels in their bases in Iraq on Friday, suffering five 
losses in the fighting since then. 

& The troops are £@ kilometers (1c miles) inside lraqi territory, 

the paper said. 

Jurkish military officials were not immediately availatle for 
comment. 

it was the third reported offensive against Kurdish insurgents in 
northern Iraq since Feo. 15, when furkish forces captured Kurdish 
guerrilla leader Abdullah Ocalan. 

The military typically steps up its fight against the guerriiias 
each spring, taking advantage of milder weather. 

& Clashes in southeastern Turkey have killed more than 4@ Kurdish 

rebels over the past week, authorities said. 

Guerrillas belonging to GUcalan’s Kurdistan Workers Party, or PRK, 
have been battling for autonomy for Kurds in furkey’s southeast 
since 1984. The fighting has claimed 37,@a@ lives. 

Qcalan is set to stand trial on May 31 on charges of treason and 
separatism. He could face the death penalty if convicted. 

(sh- ek?) 
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“BC—-US—-Kurds 
“Kurdish rival make headway in US talks, official says ¢ 
“By GEORGE GEDDA= 
Hsesociated Press Writer= 

WASHINGTON (AP) _— Leaders of the two lraqi Kurdish groups, trying 
to overcome deep differences, reached agreement on key areas during 
lengthy talks but were unable te resolve a longstanding conflict 
over revenue sharing, a U.S. official said Monday. 

The negotiations were carried out over nine days between senior 
officials of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, with the State Department serving as mediator. 

jhe United States has for years been trying to unify the two 
groups so they could devote their energies to toppling Iraqi 
Mresident tacddam Hussein. 

The senior U.S. official, asking net to be identified, said the 
two sides agreed to open party and branch offices in each other’s 
Jurisdiction, to refrain from negative press statements about each 
other, to return internaily displaced persons and ta share 
information regarding their joint goal of evicting Turkish Kurd 
rebels from Northern lraq. 

The breadth of the agreements reached at the Washington talks 
exceeded what the administration had anticipated, the official said. 

But, the official added, agreement eluded the two sides on 
sharing revenue derived from customs receipts along the 
Iraqi -Turkish border and on the formation of both a joint regional 
assembly and a joint regional administration. 

According to the official, the KDFP and PUK came very clase to 
reaching an agreement on revenue sharing. “*“‘There are just a few 
more things that need to be done,’’ the official said. 

The meeting was aimed at resolving differences over implementing 
a U.S. -brokered agreement signed in September. 

Optimism aver reconciliation was running high last September. At 
the time, Jalal Talabani, leader of the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan, called the agreement ‘“‘historic.’’ 

But implementation of the agreement has been spotty at best, anc 
the two sides made accusatory statements about one another in the 
days leading up to the latest round of discussions. 

In a bid to avoid recriminations, the two parties sides agreed toa 
remain silent after the talks and to allow the ‘itate Department to 
brief reporters on the outcome. 

Shortiy after the end of the Gulf War eight years ano, Sacidam 
unleashed his forces against the northern-based Kurds, creating a 
humanitarian catastronhe. Since then, the United States and allied 
countries have enforced a “‘no-fly zaone’’ in the Kurdish area to 
prevent Gaddam from carrying out renewed military strikes against 
the Kurcs. 
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Diccore: furkey launches new miiitary incursion in northern fraq<¢ 

HNKAKH. durkey (AR) A Ld, wide-strong Turkish force, tackec by 
Helicopter gunships, launched a new cross-border offensive against 
Kurdish rebels ain northern iraq. private NIV television reported 
Monday. 

jhe offensive comes Less than a week after the rebels’ leacer, 
Hodullah Gealan, was sentenced toa death for treason for leading a 
lo-year oid war for Kurdish autonomy that left 37,8ad people dead. 

jhe troops, which entered northern Iraq on Saturday, went i5 
kilometers (9 miles) deep inside lragi territory, the report said. 

jhey were targeting areas clase to the iranian border, after 
reports that the rebels were trying to infiltrate into Iran, NIV 
Said. Na casualties were reported. 

Military officials could not be reached for confirmation. 

furkey frequentiy crosses into neighboring Iraq, where rebels of 
the Kusdistan Workers Party, or PKK, maintain bases. The latest 
aneursien was the first since Ocalan’'s sentencing. 

Threughaut his trial, Gealan promised to work for peace if he is 
spared the death sentence. His rebels vowed to escalate viaclence if 
eS. iS #xecuted. 

suspected rebels have staged three major attacks in Turkey since 
the sentencing, including a suicide bomb attack Monday which injured 
1/7 peaoule. 
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“RUMbkoypt-lrag-Kurds 
“iragi Kurdish oroup names Talabani renianal leader <¢ 

CAIRO, tayot (AP) — The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, which 
controls part af northern Iraq, has named its top official as leader 
of Kurds throupneut the area, the group said in a statement issued 
Sunday. 

The group sa2icg PUK Lleacer Jalal Talabani has been elected 

“leader of the Kurdish Liberation movement’? — equivalent to a 

Dieser aovernor of the Kurdish autonomous region of northern fraq. 

The PUN shares control of the renion wath its rival. the 
Kurdistan vDemocratic Party, led by Masoud Barzani. [he PUK’? s 
election of Jalaoani will almost certainiy upset Barzani whe 
considers himseif leader of the nearly 3.5 million Iragi Kurds. 

In 1992, the two groups agreed that an elected parliament should 
enoose a governor for the region, but the rivalry petween Barzani 
and talapani delavec the move. 

H LaAGanet reshuffle aise was ordered by the FUK's political 
bureau, according to the groue’?s statement. it said seven new 
Minasters were joining the aciministratian that runs day-to-cay 
affairs of some @ million Kurds in the part of the region under 
faiabani’s authority. jihere is a Separate such administration in 
Barzani’s area. 

ihe two groups are hostile to the Baondad remime but have been 
mere focused on battling each other, undermining efforts to form a 
Strong aorosition that could weaken taadam Hussein's regime. in 
fipril., they joined several other {fraqi opposition groups ina 
U.S.-iec ,etfort to toppie Sacdan. 

< jhe Kurdish groups are protected by U.&. warplanes based in | 
southern Turkey that patrol the skies over northern iraq. The 
Kurdish enclave, under the control of the two groups, is expected to 
be USe0 AS A EPringboara in any effort to get ric of Saddam. 
: “en-sis ¢ 
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“hOo-Lrag-Turhey-Kards, ist Ld-Writethru 
“fraqi Kurds aceuse Turkish warplanes of Killing 38 civilians< 
“Eds: ADDS background on Kurdish zone, final graf; STANDS as first 
etary ta same points ¢ 

CAIRO, Egypt (APO Turkish warplanes have killed 38 civilians in 
& strike on a camp Gf Kurdish herdsmen in Iraq, an Iraqi Kurdish 
group caid Thursday. 

A Turkish military officer in Ankara denied the allegation, 
saying that Turkish air force planes would not attack civilian 
targets, 

The Turkish planes struck a camp of herdsmen and their families 
while pursuing Turkish Kurd rebels in northern Iraq, the Kurdistan 
Democratic Karty said in a statement faxed ta The Associated Frese 
in Cairne. 

The statement was confused as to the date of the airstrike, 
saying it eceurred on the afternoon of *“*Wednesday August 18." 

Wednesday was Aug. 16. KDE officials could net be reached 
Thureday ta @xplain the discrepancy. 

The statement said that besides 34 civilians being killed, 
another li were wounded in the raid and four were missing. 

The planes intended ta strike targets of the Kurdistan Workers 
Party or BKK in the northeastern border region of Iraq, the 
BtateMment said. 

The Turkish military officer,wha epoke on condition of anonymit 
refused ta canfirm that Turkish planes had bombed FKK targets in 
iraq on Tresday ar Wednesday. 

However, Turkish warplanes frequently conduct raids an PKK bases 
in verthern Iraq. 

The FKK declared a cease~fire early this year and said it was 
withdrawing its forces from Turkey. The Turkish armed farces did not 
feoaninize the cease-fire. 

in the past, KDE forces have assisted the Turkish military in 
Gperatians against the FKK in Iraq. 

The KDE and the rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan contrel the 
Kurdish zene of northern Iraq, an area whose autonomy has been 
protected by U.S. and Kritish planes since Iraqi government forces 
brutally put dawn a Kurdish revelt there in 1991. 

“eh~og- phim ¢ 
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Cho Lrag~ Turkey “Kards 
“Traqgi Kurds accuse Turkish warplanes of killing 34 civilians < 

CAIKG, Egypt (APO Turkish warplanes have killed 38 civilians in 
a Strake an ma camp of Kurdish herdsmen in Iraq, an Iraqi Kurdish 
group Gaid Thareday. 

HA Turkish military officer in Ankara denied the allegatian, 
saying that Turkish air ferce planes would net attack civilian 
Gargets . 

The Turkish planes struck a camp of herdsmen and their families 
while pursuing Turkish Kurd rebels in northern Iraq, the Kurdistan 
Demawratic Marty said in a statement faxed ta The Associated Fress 
in Caira. 

The statement was confused as to the date of the airstrihe, 
Saying 26 eceurred an the afternoen of 7 Wednesday August 15.77 

Wednesday was Aug. 16. KDR officials could net be reached 
Thureday ta explain the discrepancy. f 

The statement said that besides 34 civilians being killed, 
anather Li were wounded in the raid and four were missing. 

the planes intended ta strike targets of the Kurdistan Workers 
Barty ar FKK in the northeastern border region af Iraq, the 
atatenent said. 

The Turtish military officer,who spoke on condition of anonymity 
refused ta confirm that Turkish planes had bombed FKK targets in 
Lraqg avy Tauesday or Wednesday. 

However, Turkish warplanes frequentiy conduct raids on FRKK bases 
in nerthern Iraq. 

The FKK deciared a cease-fire early this year and said it was 
withdrawing ite forces from Turkey. The Turkish armed forces did nat 
recaunyize the cease-fire. 

in the past, KDE forces have agsisted the Turkish military in 
aperatians againgt the FRK in Iraq. { 
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ARO furkey-TraqgtKhurds ¢ 
“Turkey investinating teports of civilian deaths in Iraqi- raid’ 
ANKARA, Turkey (AFD — The Foreign Ministry said Friday that 
urkey was investigating ciaims that a Apr ABD air strike killed 
ns of Civilians in nerthern Iraq. f 
Turkish warplanes on Tuesday bombed positions of the Kurdistan 
Boviiers Parky or BKK in nerthern Iraq, said Huseyin Diriaz, & 
gpokesman for the ministry. Turkey is fighting rebels of the FKK,. fll 
whe waged a iS-year war for autonomy in its southeastern provinces. 
The military said it tack Precantd ans to ensure that no- eivilia 
were harmed, but “allegations of civilian casualties regarding this ' 
Gperation are being investigated,’’ Diricz said. Me in 
The Kurdistan Democratic Party, an Draqi Kurdish urounags eine 
Thursday that Turkish warplanes struck a camp of herdsmen and theit 
families in northern Iraq, killing 38 civilians. : 1 
The Iraqi Communist Farty said Friday that 41 people, mastiy © 
vonen and children, were killed in that raid. 
Turkey’s military, which often carries out air strikes apaingt 
PKK positions along the aaa Turkish border, refused ta camment on ml 
the Claims. -- 










Thee BACK dertaMed ®& cease-fire @arly this year and said at was 
withdrawing ite ferces fram Turkey, but Ankara does not recognize 
pre unilateral cease~fire. 
Northern Traq ig a de inte anrtonomars zane cantralled ky the - 
urdistan Democratic Farty and a rival Iragi Kurdish faction. The 
ale epace is patrolled by U.S. and KRritish planes since Iraqi 
novernment forces brutally put déowm a Kurdish revolt there in 1992. 
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